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Sailor Spotlight

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Jajuan Hernandez
Hotel Company, 2d Marine Raider Battalion

HM2 Jajuan Hernandez, a
native of Mobile, Alabama,
serves as a Fleet Marine Force
Hospital Corpsman with Hotel
Company, 2d Marine Raider
Battalion, at Camp Lejeune,
4 North  Carolina. He was
& most recently deployed with
Operation Inherent Resolve and
Operation Epic Fury, returning
home in July 2026.

Operating in an austere location
with no higher-level medical
providers, he engineered a
mobile medical capability and instructed Tactical Combat
Casualty Care training for his fellow Marines and host-nation
partners.

On March 12, 2026, an enemy one-way unmanned aerial
vehicle struck within 25 meters of his position. HM2 Hernandez
moved into the burning berthing to locate French soldiers,
and with his Marine teammates, extricated and treated seven
critically wounded men. As the sole U.S. Corpsman and
Medic on the ground, he triaged all casualties, treating the
most urgent himself while directing care for the others, all
while additional strikes fell nearby.

He coordinated the evacuation of all casualties to the nearest
host-nation hospital and accompanied the most critical
patient. With minimal tools and telemedicine guidance, he
administered fresh whole blood by the intraosseous route,
performed a needle decompression, and executed a blunt
thoracostomy en route. Despite his efforts, that patient
ultimately succumbed to his injuries. He conducted a
thorough handover, then pivoted to assist hospital staff with
the remaining six casualties. The hospital’s lead surgeon
credited his triage, on-site treatment, and rapid evacuation
with saving those soldiers’ lives.

0 Scan this QR code for instructions on
requesting a Navy Medicine Retirement Letter.

Website is CAC-enabled .

Team,

Recently, | had the honor of celebrating the 251st Navy
Birthday at the Navy Birthday Ball in Camp Lejeune. Standing
alongside the Sailors and Marines present, | was profoundly
reminded of the weight of our shared history. For two and
a half centuries, the U.S. Navy has stood as a global force
for good. As hospital corpsmen, we have been there for
128 of those years - carrying the unique burden and honor
of preserving the lives of those who go into harm’s way.

But a ready Navy and a lethal Hospital Corps don’t run
on platforms, clinics, or ships alone - they run on “People”
- the first of my five organizational priorities. We cannot
achieve precision, pride, perseverance, or purpose if we
don't first take care of our own. Taking care of our people
means being honest about the challenges we face.

| recently sat down for the latest episode of the Navy
Medicine Stories Podcast to have a candid conversation
about the real issues affecting our deckplates: stress,
burnout, and emotional resiliency. If you are struggling,
feeling overwhelmed, or experiencing burnout, | want you
to hear this directly from me: it is a sign of strength, not
weakness, to raise your hand and ask for support. You
can listen to the podcast by scanning the QR code below.

Resiliency is not about silently enduring exhaustion; it
is about building the personal and professional support
networks that allow us to bounce back stronger. Look out for
the Shipmate to your left and your right. As leaders - from
our newest HR to our seasoned HMCs - we must foster
environments where our people feel valued, heard, and
supported.

Keep charging, and look out for one another.

FORCM Jerry Cantorna
Force Master Chief, Navy Medicine
Director of the Hospital Corps
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