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By Mark Schauer
Useful for seizing isolated airfields 

deep behind enemy lines which can 
then be used to receive and deploy 
more troops and armaments, the 
tactic of mass parachute jumps has a 
long history with American forces.

The T-11 personnel parachute 
is the mainstay of U.S. personnel 
parachutes.

The T-11 offers jumpers a slow 
and stable descent, especially in high 
winds, and can support more weight 
than previous parachutes, a crucial 
advantage for warfighters who carry 
robust, heavy gear.  

During developmental testing at 
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG) in the early 2000s, the T-11 
proved to be a remarkably robust 
system, able to compensate for 

multiple kinds of malfunctions that 
testers intentionally rigged into 
it: Even when testers put different 
reefing lines throughout the canopy 
and tried to restrict airflow inside, it 
still inflated. Now long-fielded, the 
T-11 has returned to YPG for further 
refinements and improvements since 
undergoing its initial developmen-
tal testing here. YPG is home to all 
manner of parachute testing, with 
spacious and instrumented ranges 
large enough to accommodate even 
the world’s largest cargo parachutes. 

Today, YPG is leading a project to 
test interoperability between the U.S. 
T-11 main parachute and the Europe-
an A400M transport plane. 

Earlier this year the T-11 main 
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By Mark Schauer
With eight decades of experience 

conducting developmental testing 
drones, U.S. Army Yuma Proving 
Ground (YPG)’s institutional 
knowledge is unmatched in the 
Department of War. 

The U.S. military has used 
unmanned aircraft for decades to 
perform dangerous reconnaissance 
and attack missions that save 
lives, and the importance of small, 
unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS) 
grows with each passing year. 

As the technology proliferates, 
drones’ use in warfare has become 
significant, necessitating robust 
counter-sUAS (C-sUAS) defenses for 
use anywhere American forces may 
be deployed. 

Since the establishment of Joint 
Interagency Task Force 401 by 
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth last 
August, U.S. Army Yuma Test Center 
has been designated as the primary, 
dedicated interagency C-sUAS test 
and training range. The designation 
means specifically that YPG will 
primarily focus on Class I and II small 
UAS, while larger Class III through V 
systems will continue to primarily be 
tested at White Sands Missile Range, 
YPG’s larger sister installation. 

“We’ve been working this 
mission since the Army Rapid-
Equipping Force came here for 
Desert Chance in 2015 where we 
needed to see what industry had to 

SEE DESIGNATION  page 10

since the establishment of Joint Interagency task Force 401 by secretary of War pete Hegseth in august 2025, u.s. army 
yuma test Center has been designated as the primary, dedicated interagency C-suas test and training range. (u.s. army 
photo)

New CsUAS designation for U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground personnel 
test T-11 interoperability at home and abroad

Following test jumps of the T-11 personnel parachute from the A400M at U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground using torso mannequins, active-
duty members of YPG’s elite Airborne Test Force became the first personnel in history to jump the T-11 from the A400M during two weeks of 
testing in Spain. (U.S. Army photo) SEE TEST  page 6
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U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) Commander Col. Charles Seaberry took command 
in June and in July made the over 2,000-mile trip to meet the team who work at Arctic 
Regions Test Center (ARTC). Seaberry oversees three extreme weather test centers; Yuma 
Test Center for extreme hot weather, Tropic Regions for tropical jungle testing and ARTC in 
Alaska for arctic weather testing. (Photo by Eugene Garcia)

Seaberry pictured with ARTC’s Technical Director Jeff Lipscomb, conveyed that the visit was 
helpful in identifying opportunities for ARTC to support the Army’s Arctic Strategy. “ARTC 
must become a central part of how ATEC and the acquisition enterprise prepare the Army 
for northern operations. By testing earlier, with Soldiers and allies, ARTC can expose risk 
before production, strengthen readiness, and help deliver combat-credible capability before 
our adversaries can gain an advantage.” (Photo by Eugene Garcia)

On July 30, 
Arctic Regions 
Test Center 
(ARTC) hosted 
a retirement 
ceremony 
in honor of 
Command Sgt. 
Maj. Graham 
Rooney. ARTC 
Commander 
Lt. Col. Brian 
Karhoff thanked 
Rooney for 
his service to 
ARTC. The Yuma 
Proving Ground 
Command Team 
attended the 
ceremony along 
with Rooney’s 
family and 
members of 
the workforce. 
(Photo by 
Eugene Garcia)

The Command team visited ARTC headquarters, and toured the fabrication and instrumentation shop, maintenance facility and cold chamber among other stops. After nearly a week on site 
Seaberry said, “The strength of ARTC isn’t just the environment, it’s the people. LTC Karhoff has built an organization defined by technical excellence and they most certainly understand the 
stakes. Their work ensures our equipment can survive, communicate, move, and fight in the extreme conditions our Soldiers could face from Alaska to NATO’s northern flank.” (Photos by Jeff 
Lipscomb and Eugene Garcia)

While at ARTC, the YPG Command Group saw firsthand the hard work the rugged professionals of ARTC do to meet the mission’s needs even in the toughest environment. “Your mission 
is directly tied to deterrence. Every limitation you uncover and every capability you validate helps ensure our Soldiers enter a contested cold-weather environment with equipment they can 
trust,” said Seaberry. (Photos by Eugene Garcia)
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YPG employee named ATEC Command 
Employee of the Quarter

Congratulations, lieutenant

Command Mission Support: Peter Lariviere

peter Lariviere was selected as the army test and evaluation Command’s (ateC) Civilian Mission support employee 
of the Quarter, 3rd Quarter, Fiscal year 2025 from april 2025 to June 2025, while serving as an Operation research 
analysts for the engineering support branch in the Instrumentation Division. ateC’s Chief of staff Westley Williams 
wrote in an email to the workforce, “His efforts to improve data processing operations have been crucial to mission 
success.” (u.s. army photo) 

On Feb. 5, u.s. army Garrison yuma proving Ground 
firefighter/paramedic brad Gray was promoted to lieu-
tenant/paramedic. During a ceremony at the fire station 
on post, Gray received a certificate, his new badge, and 
helmet insignia showing his new title. (Loaned photos)
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Col. Charles Seaberry

YPG Command Team visits Arctic Regions Test Center to meet the rugged professionals

ARTC bids farewell to 
Command Sergeant Major
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Kyle Squires, Dean and Professor of the School of Engineering at Arizona State University (ASU), Matt Salmon, Special Advisor in 
the Office of University Affairs at ASU and Greg Lavann, President/CEO Greater Yuma Economic Development Center visited Yuma 
Proving Ground on Aug. 6 to learn about the test center’s world-class testing capabilities and identify collaborative opportunities. 
After the tour Squires remarked that “the capabilities are immense” and “the skill level is quite high” among the workforce at 
YPG. (Photos by Ana Henderson)

Members of the Arizona Commerce Authority’s Office of 
Defense Innovation visited U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG) on Aug. 4, 2026, getting a comprehensive brief from 
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground Commander Col. Charles 
Seaberry (second from left) and other YPG senior leaders and 
getting a firsthand look at some of the post’s test capabilities 
that can be leveraged by private industry customers. “The 
dedication of the people here is absolutely amazing,” said Vic 
Narusis, Executive Vice President of Industry Development. 
“Their passion for their work and for the warfighter puts on in 
a really great spot.” (Photos by Mark Schauer)

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 
Commander Col. Charles Seaberry 
was guest speaker at the weekly 
meeting of the Yuma Foothills 
Rotary Club on Aug. 5, 2026, 
talking about recent test activities 
that put the post at the forefront 
of Army modernization efforts and 
thanking the Yuma community for 
their staunch support. (Photos by 
Mark Schauer)

The Command team visited ARTC headquarters, and toured the fabrication and instrumentation shop, maintenance facility and cold chamber among other stops. After nearly a week on site 
Seaberry said, “The strength of ARTC isn’t just the environment, it’s the people. LTC Karhoff has built an organization defined by technical excellence and they most certainly understand the 
stakes. Their work ensures our equipment can survive, communicate, move, and fight in the extreme conditions our Soldiers could face from Alaska to NATO’s northern flank.” (Photos by Jeff 
Lipscomb and Eugene Garcia)

ASU and GYEDC identify collaborative 
opportunities with YPG

State commerce officials impressed by U.S. 
Army Yuma Proving Ground’s capabilities

Grateful for Yuma community’s support
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Here’s to adventure. 

Here’s to life.

Convenient, expert emergency and  

walk-in care near you.
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Out here, adventure is part of everyday life, but sometimes the unexpected  

gets in the way. When an accident or sudden illness happens, you need care  

that’s close, responsive and centered on you. Onvida Health’s convenient 

emergency departments and walk-in clinic are staffed by board-certified 

providers, delivering fast, compassionate care when it matters most.
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By Reginald Boler 
As we kick off this critical month, 

we want to remind our entire Yuma 
Proving Ground (YPG) workforce, 
service members, and families that 
safety and security are shared re-
sponsibilities. In our desert mission 
environment, maintaining operation-
al readiness means staying alert both 
on the installation and at home. To 
keep our community secure, please 
focus on these items.

“See Something, Say Something”: 
You are our most valuable eyes 

and ears. If you notice suspicious 
activity, unattended packages, or 
individuals taking photos of access 
points, report it immediately to 
security personnel, Antiterrorism 
Officer (ATO), S2. Try to remember 
as much detail as you can, individual 
in question, clothing, type of vehicle, 
plate number and color. 

Anti-Drone Vigilance: 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems pose 

unique security challenges for YPG. 
Report any unauthorized drone 
activity or low flying surveillance 
aircraft over YPG’s airspace or near 
residential housing immediately. Any 
detail size, color, rotor or fixed wing, 
direction of flight, lights, payload, 
cameras.

OPSEC: 
Operations Security is vital to our 

mission. Protect critical information 
by monitoring what you post online. 
Avoid sharing sensitive details about 
testing schedules, visitors of for-
eign nations, and troop movements, 
deployments to YPG, or personal 
routines on social media. 

CAC ID: 
Keep your CAC secure and hidden 

out of sight when doing photos or off 
base activities. I know it is difficult 
for some government employees 
who were former contractors to not 
wear your CAC around your neck, 
on a lanyard but just to be safe tuck 
it in your shirt out of sight.

Stay Vigilant: 
Threat mitigation requires a 

proactive mindset. Secure your 
homes, lock your vehicles. Don’t 
leave handbags, backpacks, laptops 
or documents in your vehicle, in 
plain sight when you go shopping 
or inside to pay for gas. And always 
remain highly aware of your sur-
roundings.

Thank you for your dedication, 
resilience, and daily commitment to 
keeping YPG secure. Together, we 
ensure the safety of our force and 
our families. 

Aug. 3, there will be an informa-
tional booth set up in the BROC 
Atrium.

Be Alert, Be Aware, and Stay 
Safe!

ATEC Mission ATO POC, Reg-
inald Boler, reginald.b.boler.civ@
army.mil

Installation ATO POC, Charlie 
Johnson, charles.w.johnson238.
civ@army.mil

Mission Physical Security Of-
ficer, Spencer, Schultz, spencer.j.
schultz.civ@army.mil

Welcome to Antiterrorism Awareness Month

Emma Almendarez happily picks up a promotional item from the Antiterrorism informational booth on Aug. 3 at Yuma Proving Ground’s 
headquarters. The Antiterrorism Office is reminding the workforce, “See something, say something.” (Photo by Reginald Boler)
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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Yuma Proving 

Ground (YPG) has a long history of 
supporting multiple aspects of outer 
space utilization and exploration.

From hosting tests for NASA since 
the inception of the space program to 
serving as the developmental testing 
site of the Global Positioning Satellite 
system in the 1970s and 1980s, YPG 
has deep institutional knowledge. 

Local and state officials in 
Arizona are likewise enthusiastic 
about fostering space industry in 
the state. After being inactive for 
more than a decade, the Arizona 
Space Commission was relaunched 
last February. Commission member 
Douglas Nicholls, City of Yuma 
Mayor, offered to host one of its 
regular public meetings in Yuma and 
asked YPG to serve as venue. The 
post did so on Jan. 14.

“I believe that as we grow our 
aerospace industry in Arizona, 
the assets here at YPG that aren’t 
provided anywhere else in the 
state—and in few other states in the 
country-- would be beneficial to our 
industry partners,” said Nicholls. 

“The ability to do private industry 
work in this amazing test facility 
the Army has developed in Yuma is 
unique, and the staff has a great deal 
of institutional knowledge.”

A highlight of the meeting was 
a presentation about the proposed 
Yuma Spaceport by City of Yuma 
Chief Information Officer Isaiah 
Kirk. A public-private partnership 
that plans to launch 12-24 satellite 
payloads of up to 1,300 pounds per 
year over the Sea of Cortez, officials 
hope to host the first launch before 
the close of the decade. The facility 
would be the first of its kind in 
Arizona and is expected to bring 
an additional aerospace industry 
cluster to support it, and commission 
members were interested in 
learning about YPG’s ability to 
support testing for private industry 
customers. 

“There are a lot of industry 
partners that don’t have the suite of 
instrumentation to collect test data 
that we have, and we are able to 
facilitate testing for them,” said Col. 
John Nelson, YPG Commander. “I 
do see some opportunities where 

industry may want to leverage a set 
of instrumentation and operators for 
use at that facility. We definitely feel 
that some of the capabilities we have 
are complimentary to what they are 
trying to do there.”

Following the meeting, 
commission members received 
capabilities briefings from Nelson 
and Lt. Col. John Leone, Operations 
Manager for Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma. The group then 
met with multiple subject matter 
experts from YPG’s aviation 

systems, electronic warfare, and 
instrumentation branches. 

“I knew there was incredible 
stuff here, but there is something so 
impressive about actually being here 
and learning about it,” said Marisa 
Walker, Executive Vice President 
of Infrastructure for the Arizona 
Commerce Authority. “We’re always 
interested in figuring out ways for 
those companies we are working 
with who have unique testing 
capability requirements to be able to 
leverage assets like this.”

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground hosts 
Arizona Space Commission meeting

u.s. army yuma proving Ground (ypG) Commander Col. John Nelson (left) gives a capabilities briefing to members of the 
arizona space Commission after a public meeting of the arizona space Commission held at ypG on Jan. 14, 2026.

u.s. army yuma proving Ground technical Director ross Gwynn (right) discusses capabilities with members of the arizona 
space Commission during a tour following the public meeting. (photos by Mark schauer)
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By Mark Schauer
New Army recruits are the future 

warfighters U.S. Army Yuma Proving 
Ground’s (YPG) developmental test 
mission will serve.

Most newly enlisted recruits’ 
knowledge of Army service is sec-
ondhand. If they’re part of the lucky 
few, perhaps a parent or other close 
relative served. Others know of it 
entirely from television and movies.

A group of about 25 young peo-
ple made up of both Army recruits 
under contract and high school 
students considering enlisting in the 
Army paid a visit to YPG on July 
29 to get up close and personal with 
things like a UH-60 Blackhawk and 
ask questions about Army life with 
Soldiers assigned to YPG’s elite 
Airborne Test Force (ATF).

“We bring the recruits so they 
can see what the Army looks like 
firsthand,” said Staff Sgt. Rigoberto 
Montoya, recruiter. “Yuma Proving 
Ground gives everybody a good 
perspective of what the Army is—

they see aircraft, they interact with 
Soldiers, and that keeps them moti-
vated.”

Over the years, YPG has support-

ed such visits to the workplaces of 
virtually every active-duty military 
occupational specialty (MOS) as-
signed here.

“I think it is good for recruits 
to get a chance to talk with green 
suiters before they actually enter the 
organization,” said Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 Melvin Bullard, ATF Chief. 
“They get a better understanding of 
what the Army is like.”

Attendee Christian Escobedo was 
among the new recruits. Enlisted as a 
field artillery recruit, he will head to 
basic training after graduating from 
high school next year.  

“I think YPG is an amazing place,” 
Escobedo said after the visit. “It lit-
erally advances the U.S. military.” 

The Soldiers who interacted with 
the recruits enjoyed the visit.  

“I like it when the recruits come 
by,” said Master Sgt. Donald Bull-
ock, Non-Commissioned Officer in 
Charge of the ATF. “I think it’s fun 
to show them what could be in their 
future and introduce them a bit more 
to the Army. A lot of times, the re-
cruiter is the first interaction they’ve 
ever had with the Army, and this 
gives them more perspective.” 

Yuma Proving Ground Soldiers give a glimpse of Army life to local recruits

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Melvin Bullard (right) and Master Sgt. Donald Bullock (second from right) of U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground’s 
elite Airborne Test Force (ATF) speak with local Army recruits on July 29, 2026. “I like it when the recruits come by,” said Bullock, Non-
Commissioned Officer in Charge of the ATF. “I think it’s fun to show them what could be in their future and introduce them a bit more to the 
Army.” (Photo by Mark Schauer)
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parachute underwent test jumps 
from the A400M at YPG using torso 
mannequins with stubs for arms 
to simulate jumpers instead of live 
jumpers. The mannequins were 
ballasted with weight, then loaded 
onto an aluminum deployment rack 
specially designed and constructed 
by YPG engineers that allows the air 
crew to move and deploy the man-
nequins by means of a large crank, 
ensuring a safe and uniform drop 
from the aircraft. Since there is no 
physical instrumentation on the para-
chutes themselves during these tests, 
evaluators depend on Go Pro camer-
as in the aircraft and ground-based 
tracking instruments for video and 
data of each parachute’s deployment, 
particularly the critically important 
first seconds of flight.

“That was pretty successful,” said 
Ervin Rosales, YPG test officer. “We 
gathered some good data that gave us 
good insight and data to proceed to 
live jumps.” 

Following this testing, more than 
two dozen YPG personnel supported 
two weeks of test jumps of the T-11 
and MC-6 personnel parachutes in 
Spain at Zaragoza and Torrejón Air 
Bases. Test items like cameras and 

instrumentation like portable track-
ing mounts had to be shipped from 
YPG in advance. Rosales found the 
host nation easy to work with. 

“They were very welcoming and 

helpful with the requests we had and 
everything we needed,” said Rosales. 
“It was well coordinated and pret-
ty dynamic and flexible with their 
schedule.” 

During the series of jumps, ac-
tive-duty members of YPG’s elite 
Airborne Test Force became the first 
personnel in history to jump the T-11 
from the A400M.

TEST
FROM PAGE 1

The T-11 offers jumpers a slow and stable descent, especially in high winds, and can support more weight than previous parachutes, a crucial advantage for warfighters who carry robust, heavy gear.

Earlier this summer, more than two dozen U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground personnel supported two weeks of test jumps of the T-11 and MC-6 personnel parachutes in Spain at Zaragoza and Torrejón Air Bases. (U.S. Army Photos)
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By Ana Henderson
Upon graduating from the Uni-

versity of Virginia with a master’s 
degree in statistics, Neal Pillai was 
looking for a specific type of oppor-
tunity.

“I was really looking for a role 
where I could broaden and comple-
ment my skillset.”

Soon after graduation, Pillai ap-
plied, interviewed and was offered 
a position with U.S. Army Yuma 
Proving Ground in 2024 as part of 
the Army Fellowship Program which 
took him from the East coast to the 
Desert Southwest. 

The Army Fellows program offers 
recent graduates a two-year develop-
mental role followed by a two-year 
service commitment as a civilian for 
the U.S. Army. 

 “You really spend two years as a 
full-time employee and it’s a really 
good way to learn and develop soft 
skills and of course technical skills 
as part of the role,” said Pillai of the 
experience now two years into his 
fellowship. 

Pillai was hired on as a Data 
Scientist working alongside YPG’s 
Chief Data and Analytics Officer 
Richard Hernandez. YPG’s mission 
of conducting testing and collecting 
data to provide for the customer has 
been eye opening for Pillai. 

He describes the difference be-
tween learning in school and re-
al-world learning.

“As someone who studies sta-
tistics. A lot of what they teach is 
more tailored around how do you 
fit models, how do you use machine 
learning models and analyzing data 
sets that are usually curated for you 
beforehand, and you could make 
predictions and decisions with those 
findings.”

The data is provided differently at 
YPG.

“What was really appealing for me 
at YPG was that there’s such a vast 
array of different data, the data is 
produced and collected and analyzed 
in the same place which is pretty rare 
for a large organization like YPG. 
Just being able to get that opportuni-

ty to deal with not only data sets as 
in a tabular format, but working with 
videos, audio data and other types 
of data that we collect here at YPG 
downrange.”

Now, after two years into the pro-
gram, he’s thankful for the growth 
he’s made and says the experience 
has made him “a better data scien-
tist” because it’s allowed him to see 
the entire data lifecycle. He touts 
the opportunity to work with various 
analysts, test officers, and support 
element personnel across YPG has 
also led him to better understanding 
of how YPG’s data collection, man-
agement, and governance processes 
work. 

Pillai learned the importance of 
“forging his own path.” He credits 
the Fellows training provided in 
leadership, communication and proj-
ect management and his mentors, 
Hernandez and Patty Conley and 
many others for their guidance. 

“I learned how the business works 
and what it takes to be successful,” 
remarked Pillai.

Army Fellows program paves the way for 
students’ path to government career

Neal Pillai has been participating in the Army Fellowship Program at Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) since 2024. The program offers recent 
graduates a two-year developmental role followed by a two-year service commitment as a civilian to the U.S. Army. Pillai is pictured 
presenting what he’s learned during his first two years in the program to YPG leadership. (Photos by Laci Butz)

Neal Pillai has completed a two-year developmental assignment at U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground’s Fellowship program. He is working as 
a Data Scientist working alongside YPG’s Chief Data and Analytics Officer Richard Hernandez. Pillai is pictured presenting during the Data 
Literacy 101 course in 2025. (Photo by Mark Schauer)

YPG thanks interns for providing 
value to organization

The summer is over and students are heading back to school, including those who spent their summer interning at U.S. Army Yuma 
Proving Ground. On July 30, YPG’s intern coordinator Patrcia Conley hosted an intern pizza party to thank the six interns and three 
Army Fellows participants. The students worked in range planning, data and analytics office, maintenance and data processing. 
Conley told the group, “You all have made tremendous effort in working with your teams and working with one another.”  As for 
the interns, they also took value from the experience. Intern Ernesto Arellano who is studying chemical engineering interned in 
Range Planning and said he was surprised with how welcoming the workforce was and learned about various support groups. “I 
was able to see a lot of different division and how they contribute to the test.” (Photo by Ana Henderson)
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By Ana Henderson 
Darcy Broom is the Execu-

tive Assistant to Yuma Test Center’s 
Commander by day, and the rest 
of the time she’s Mom to two doo-
dles who have become social media 
celebrities.  

In 2000, Broom picked up her first 
doodle Oakley, on a whim from a 
local family when she tagged along 
with a co-worker who was also pick-
ing up a pup.  

“I didn’t know anything about the 
breed,” she recalled. “I walked out 
with a puppy in my hand just happy 
as a clam.” 

Two and a half years later Broom 
decided to get Oakley a sister whom 
she named Annie, an energet-
ic Sheepadoodle. Together, the 
duo has captured the hearts of thou-
sands of followers on Instagram and 
TikTok. It’s safe to say, Oakley is 
the most recognizable doodle in 
town.  

Oakley is known for his chill de-
meanor. “People always tell me, 
‘How did you get such a calm doo-
dle?’” Broom said. “He’s obsessed 
with me and a tennis ball, and that’s 
all that matters in his world.” Annie, 
on the other hand, is a “tornado.” 

Despite their differences, the two are 
inseparable. 

Their road to social media stardom 
started with a simple slow-motion 
video of Oakley chasing a rabbit toy 
in the backyard that exploded into vi-
ral fame. From ASMR videos of the 
dogs crunching on treats to a popular 
reel set to a Journey song, their so-

cial media presence skyrocketed. 
“The obsession online is in-

sane,” Broom noted. “Now I have 
people all over that follow me, 
comment, and send us stuff. It’s like 
they’re friends and family, but you 
have no idea who they are.” 

Oakley’s star power has 
even led into local modeling gigs. In 
2022, he was the Humane Society’s 
“Fur Ball Pet Star,” appearing on 
posters and invitations for the black-
tie gala. He was also featured in the 
Yuma Visitors Bureau magazine and 
a spread in the charity book Tales of 
the World, which benefits rescues. 

But for Broom, the dogs’ 
fame isn’t just about accumulat-
ing views—it’s about building a 
community. Realizing that Yuma 
lacked a social group for dog lovers, 
she teamed up with Nicole Mil-
lis from Kiwi’s Distinguished Pet 
Goods and Alex Lau owner of 
another popular local dog, Midas. 
Together, they launched a monthly 
Pack Walk. 

“You get your dog out; you walk 
with other people. It’s a socializa-
tion aspect,” Broom explained, say-
ing that pets don’t have to be perfect 
to participate. “You need to socialize 

your dog with more than just its 
companion.” 

The walks have been popular and 
are now sponsored so attendees and 
their pets walked away with swag, 
ranging from treats to GPS trackers 
and pet pillows, simply for showing 
up and walking their dogs. 

Last Christmas, the group or-
ganized a donation drive to help 
homeless pet owners care for their 
pets and distributed them on the 
streets. They collected and distribut-
ed food, blankets, booties, leashes, 
and collars. Then partnered with the 
Crossroads Misson to ensure the sup-
plies reached those in need who use 
the mission’s services. Local busi-
nesses stepped up, too; Cal Ranch 
donated bags full of perfectly good, 
off-the-shelf items. 

Between the viral videos, the 
charity work, and the monthly gath-
erings, Darcy has become a local pet 
advocate. She often fields questions 
about local vets and pet care, though 
she admits her dogs are the real 
celebrities. 

“I always tell people, people know 
my dogs more than they know me,” 
she laughed. 

For those interested in joining the 
community, the Yuma Pack Walks 
take place on the second Sunday of 
every month at Lowe’s during the 
summer and Main Street near Kiwi’s 
in the winter.  

 

YPG employee & her dogs bring dog lovers together for Pack Walks

Darcy Broom is the Executive Assistant to Yuma Test Center’s Commander by day, and the rest of the time she’s Mom to 
two doodles who have become social media celebrities, the most well-known of the two is Oakley picture here with Broom. (Photos 
courtesy of Darcy Broom)

The social media buzz started with a simple slow-motion video of 
Oakley (left) chasing a rabbit toy in the backyard. Now, the videos 
range from ASMR of the two crunching on treats, to a popular 
reel set to a Journey song. Oakley’s star power has led to local 
modeling gigs. In 2022, he was the Humane Society’s “Fur Ball Pet 
Star,” he was featured in the Visit Yuma’s magazine and a spread in 
the charity book Tales of the World, which benefits rescues.

Free Soup with Every MealFree Soup with Every Meal

2855 S. 4th Ave. • (928) 488-5222

Lunch Special: 11 AM – 2 PMLunch Special: 11 AM – 2 PM
Happy Hour: 5 PM – 7 PMHappy Hour: 5 PM – 7 PM

Fresh Mediterranean Food – Fresh Mediterranean Food – 
Kabob, Gyro, Shawarma, Kabob, Gyro, Shawarma, 

Hummus & MoreHummus & More
Catering Available Catering Available 
for All Occasionsfor All Occasions

ORDER ONLINE
604266
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Advertise Your 
Business 

or 
Service Here!

Call 
928-783-4433

Advertise Here
928-783-4433
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Open Mon. - Wed. 10am - 6pm • Thurs. - Sat. 10am - 8pm • Sun. 12pm - 4pm

928-294-1000

2850 S. Pacific Ave. Suite Z  
Same mall as Pacific 
Walmart located down 
from Peter Piper Pizza.

v

Up to 
50% off

604281

Game of hoops brings out friendly competition 
between YPG Commander and workforce

Salsa competition gets spicy

The Yuma Proving Ground 
Fitness Center basketball court 
was the scene of a highly 
competitive, yet friendly game 
of hoops. Environmental 
Protection Specialist Reed Rider 
heard that YPG Commander 
Col. Charles Seaberry played 
basketball and he invited him 
to play. That turned into a 
lunchtime match on Aug. 3. 
Command Sgt. Maj. Joshua 
Holthus brought his secret 
weapon, his son Conner. The 
score went back and forth 
several times. The final score 
will not be revealed but it’s safe 
to say there will be a rematch. 
(Photos by Ana Henderson)

Lunchtime was extra tasty 
on Aug. 6, thanks to a salsa 
competition hosted by Yuma 
Proving Ground’s (YPG) Plans 
Division. The 12 salsa entries 
ranged from green to red, 
chunky to juicy, spicy to salty, 
mild to hot and members of 
the YPG workforce tasted 
them all. When the votes were 
cast, though, the winners 
were; Reinhard Brenneis with 
Smoked Salsa in first place, 
Chris Cape with Fire Dept. Pico 
with Avocado in second, and 
Grace Connor with Guacamole 
in third. (Photos by Ana 
Henderson)
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South Highway 95 in Somerton  |  CocopahResort.com

Through the gateway to the Great Southwest, you’ll find  

a place where the fun never sets. Welcome to the land  

of slots, blackjack, bingo, delicious food, and ice-cold drinks. 

All surrounded by bowling, rock walls for climbing, arcade 

games, and a gorgeous pool and jacuzzi — with an 18-hole 

golf course and RV park just minutes away.
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