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COMMUNITY
ONE ISLAND, ONE CELEBRATION: FOURTH OF JULY 
BRINGS THE KWAJALEIN COMMUNITY TOGETHER

By Isaiah Matthews 
Hourglass Story Writer

On most days, Kwajalein 
moves to the rhythm of work 
schedules, school days and 
mission requirements. But 
every Fourth of July, that 
rhythm changes. By late af-
ternoon, bicycles become 
rolling works of art covered in 
red, white and blue stream-
ers. Families claim their fa-
vorite spots beneath tents. 
Friends who haven’t seen 
one another in weeks stop to 
catch up. Music drifts across 
the grounds while children 
race from one activity to the 
next, determined not to miss 
a single moment.

For a few hours, the island 
pauses.

What began as a celebra-
tion of American indepen-
dence has become something 
more for those who call Kwa-
jalein home. It is a day that 
reminds people why commu-
nity matters, especially in one 
of the most remote places in 

the world.
“The Fourth of July is a real-

ly great time to celebrate with 
friends and family and just be 
together,” said Melissa Bew.

Originally from Weston, 
Missouri, Bew spent last 
year’s holiday back home. 
This year marked her first 
Independence Day on Kwa-
jalein, and although the set-
ting was different, the feeling 
wasn’t.

“I grew up in a small town 
of about 1,200 people,” she 
said. “This feels familiar, just 
with the ocean.”

 That small-town feeling is 
something many residents 
describe. It’s a place where 
neighbors know each oth-
er by name, children grow 
up together and community 
events become shared tradi-
tions.

For James Lawson, this 
year’s celebration added an-
other first.

  “I’d never been to a beach 
before,” he said with a laugh.

Having recently arrived 
from Arizona, Lawson ex-
perienced not only his first 

Fourth of July on Kwajalein 
but also his first opportunity 
to celebrate Independence 
Day beside the Pacific Ocean.

“Watching the fireworks is 
my absolute favorite,” he said. 
“When everybody gets to-
gether and sits on the grass to 
watch them, that’s what the 
Fourth of July is all about.”

For others, the holiday has 
become part of growing up.

Isaac Arness has spent 
nearly every Fourth of July 
of his life on Kwajalein. His 
memories aren’t measured by 
fireworks or cookouts but by 
afternoons spent with friends 

in the lagoon.
“When I was a kid, all of 

us would play in the waves,” 
Arness recalled. “The waves 
would knock us over, and 
we’d just laugh and do it all 
over again.”

Those memories helped 
shape what Independence 
Day means to him today.

“It means patriotism, free-
dom and unity,” he said. “It’s 
great seeing everybody come 
together.”

Father Jim Ludwikowski 
sees that same unity from a 
different perspective.

“The Fourth of July means 
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tle and background no longer 
mattered. Everyone watched 
the same sky.

The fireworks eventually 
faded, but the reason people 
gathered remained.

In a place separated from 
the mainland by thousands of 
miles of ocean, the Fourth of 
July is more than a holiday on 
the calendar. It is a remind-
er that community isn’t de-
fined by geography. It’s built 
through traditions, shared 
experiences and the people 
who return year after year to 
celebrate them together.

Scan The QR Code Below 
For More Photos. 

celebrating freedom, family, 
good food and simply being 
together,” he said.

He also uses the day to re-
member those who continue 
protecting the freedoms be-
ing celebrated.

“I especially appreciate the 
Soldiers who are serving far 
from home,” he said. “They’re 
standing watch while the rest 
of us are able to celebrate.”

One memory remains es-
pecially meaningful to him.

“I once had an associate 
pastor from Mexico who had 
never experienced the Fourth 
of July or fireworks,” Father 
Jim said. “Watching him ex-
perience that celebration for 
the first time was unforgetta-
ble.”

For Thompson Tarwoj, who 
has celebrated roughly 20 
Fourth of Julys on Kwajalein, 
the holiday is less about tra-
dition than about people.

“I like seeing all my friends 
and family,” he said. “I enjoy 

talking with everyone.”
This year’s celebration, he 

said, reminded him why he 
continues looking forward to 
it every summer.

“There were new people 
and people I’ve known for 
years. Everybody was togeth-
er.”

For Jamilah Johnson, how-
ever, this year’s celebration 
carried a little more emotion.

Having recently graduated, 
she knows it may be her last 
Fourth of July on Kwajalein 
for some time.

“The Fourth of July means 
independence and having 
fun with your friends and 
family,” she said.

Her favorite memory this 
year wasn’t the fireworks.

“Playing volleyball,” she 
said. “That’s my favorite 
sport.”

Soon she’ll begin a new 
chapter overseas, but this 
year’s celebration will travel 
with her.

As afternoon turned to eve-
ning, the energy of the day 
slowly shifted. Games came 
to an end. Music faded. Lawn 
chairs filled the shoreline 
as families settled in for the 
night’s final tradition.

When the first shell 
climbed into the sky, con-
versations stopped almost 
instantly.

For the next several min-
utes, age, hometown, job ti-
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COMMUNITY

RED, WHITE, BLUE, AND BBQ: 
THE ROI-NAMUR WAY
Residents fire up community spirit with fireworks, a softball showdown, and island heart.

By Annette Monk, Hour-
glass Story Writer

“Holy cow that smells 
good.”

“Aw man, it sure does — 
this is going to be great!”

The exchange came from 
two grinning Roi residents 
as they walked toward the 
Roi-Namur galley, carried 
along by the irresistible aro-
ma drifting across the island. 
Downwind of the large black 
grill — billowing smoke, siz-
zling loudly with premium 
cuts of beef — anyone with a 
working sense of smell found 
themselves drawn toward the 
source. It was 10:50 a.m. on 
July 4th, and the village was 
already alive with anticipa-
tion.

Local residents (who 
proudly consider themselves 
villagers), hardworking con-
tractors, weekend guests, 
and visitors gathered on Roi-
Namur Island to celebrate In-

dependence Day with a spe-
cial community meal at the 
galley. The holiday spirit took 
firm hold under picture per-
fect tropical weather, com-
plemented by great food and 
the kind of fellowship that 
defines life on Roi-Namur.

Over the course of two 
hours, an estimated 80 peo-
ple made their way toward the 
tantalizing smell of burning 
charcoal and searing steaks. 
The dining facility (DFAC), 
fully decorated in red, white, 
and blue, became the vibrant 
hub of the celebration. The 
galley team — led by Claude 
Mayfield and supported by 
the ever reliable David Tuck-
er and staff —had been pre-
paring for weeks to deliver 
a classic American feast. At 
the center of it all stood the 
massive open-air grill, kept 
loaded throughout the after-
noon with thick, premium 
steaks cooked to perfection, a 
remarkable accomplishment 
given the sheer number of 
hungry attendees.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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Alongside the main course 
were spareribs carved fresh at 
the cutting board, sweet corn 
charred directly over coals, 
seasoned roasted potatoes, 
and a well-stocked assort-
ment of salads. To finish the 
meal, a stunning patriotic 
cake — flown in from Kwa-
jalein that very morning — 
served as a celebratory cen-
terpiece and a crowd favorite.

For first-time resident Jesse 
Patton, the experience left a 
strong impression. “I really 
enjoyed the big 4th of July 
cake the DFAC had for us,” 
he said. “The serving size was 
more than enough!” He not-
ed that food and dining play 
a huge role in morale at any 
remote location, and the Roi 
DFAC has already become a 
highlight of his time on the 
island. He also described 
how meaningful it felt to cel-
ebrate Independence Day so 
far from the mainland, seeing 
“the spirit of proud patriotic 
people all over the island,” es-
pecially during the fireworks.

Longtime resident Char-
maine Lowery shared that 
what always strikes her most 
is the joy on the faces of chil-
dren and third island families 
who join the festivities. “Their 
happy faces and enjoyment 
of the day get me every time,” 
she said. “It always feels like 
us giving back to the commu-
nity — it completes the fam-
ily, fun, and celebration ele-
ments.” She added that while 
regular meals at the DFAC are 
consistently good, the holi-
day meals always stand out. 
“You get that extra pièce de 
résistance that just makes the 
day special.”

Beyond the food, the day 
was also about the rhythm 
of community life. As resi-
dent Kaleo Parker described, 
“We all met at the DFAC for 
lunch as a community/fam-
ily. After that we all went to 
take old lady/men naps and 
then woke up and met at the 
softball field for a 4th of July 
softball game!” New island-
ers marveled at the inclusive 

spirit. When V2X Environ-
mental Safety newcomer San-
dy Hoen asked who people 
were cheering for, the answer 
was pure Roi-Namur: “We’re 
cheering for everyone!”

Later that evening, resi-
dents gathered again with 
some folks enjoying the pool, 
some under the pavilion, 
some stretched across lounge 
chairs — to watch fireworks 
explode seemingly right over-
head. Parker noted that while 
Roi-Namur sometimes feels 
like “the forgotten children” 
due to its small size and sim-
pler celebrations, the com-
munity always finds a way 
to elevate the experience to-
gether. “In Hawaiian, we call 
that OHANA — family.”

The importance of the 
DFAC team’s work was not 
lost on anyone. One commu-
nity member observed, “Roi 
can be somewhat of a Sleepy 
Hollow; however, events 
like this bring even the qui-
et and reclusive folks in the 
village together. We are so 

fortunate to have Mr. Claude 
Mayfield, Mr. David Tucker 
and the galley staff planning 
and creating these events. I 
can imagine a meal like this 
is logistically challenging, 
but they make it look easy — 
which means they are work-
ing very, very hard behind the 
scenes.”

The 250th anniversary of 
Independence Day on Roi-
Namur became more than a 
holiday — it became a tes-
tament to unity, pride, and 
the deep sense of belonging 
shared on this small island. 
Thanks to the dedication 
and heart of the galley team, 
residents once again experi-
enced the kind of celebration 
that reminds them why Roi-
Namur feels like home.
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COMMUNITY
MORE THAN A FINALE: MONTHS OF PREPARATION 
BEHIND KWAJALEIN’S FOURTH OF JULY FIREWORKS

By Isaiah Matthews 
Hourglass Story Writer

Hours before the first burst 
of color illuminated the night 
sky over Kwajalein, the cel-
ebration was already under-
way. Offshore, aboard two 
Landing Craft Mechanized 
vessels, a small crew worked 
methodically beneath porta-
ble lights, checking wiring, 
inspecting firing systems and 
making final adjustments to 
hundreds of fireworks care-
fully arranged in launch racks. 
While families gathered pic-
nic blankets and children an-
ticipated the evening’s finale, 
the team behind the display 

was focused on something far 
less glamorous: making sure 
every firework performed ex-
actly as planned.

For the thousands of spec-
tators lining the shoreline, 
the fireworks would last less 
than half an hour. For the 
crew from Australia’s Elite 
Fireworks, those few minutes 
represented months of plan-
ning, international coordina-
tion and years of experience, 
all coming together in one 
carefully choreographed dis-
play.

“We’re contracted through 
an American company called 
Premier Pyrotechnics,” said 
Khaled Maarbani, owner of 
Elite Fireworks. “They work 
with the client to select the 
products, and then together 
we determine how those fire-

works will be used through-
out the show.”

Designing a fireworks dis-
play is far more involved 
than selecting colorful shells. 
Every effect is chosen with 
purpose. While the Fourth of 
July naturally calls for patri-
otic colors, Maarbani said an 
entire show of only red, white 
and blue would quickly be-
come repetitive. Instead, the 
team carefully balances color, 
timing and visual effects to 
create a display that builds 
from beginning to end.

This year’s show even in-
troduced several new effects 
to Kwajalein audiences, in-
cluding shells that combined 
bright strobing stars with col-
orful smoke, creating a visual 
rarely seen during a night-
time fireworks display.

Long before those shells 
ever reached the launch 
racks, they had already trav-
eled thousands of miles. 
Every firework had been se-
lected, counted, labeled, pal-
letized, loaded into shipping 
containers and transported 
across the Pacific. That pro-
cess alone required exten-
sive coordination between 
Premier Pyrotechnics, Elite 
Fireworks, shipping agencies, 
V2X and numerous support 
personnel.

“There are probably around 
20 people involved in making 
one event like this happen,” 
Maarbani said. “People are 
selecting products, preparing 
shipments, handling paper-
work, coordinating trans-
portation and making sure 
everything arrives exactly 
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launch. “I’ve been doing this 
since 1997, and the butterflies 
never go away. Whether it’s a 
small show or a large show, 
there’s always excitement 
mixed with a little nervous-
ness.”

This year, that preparation 
paid off.

 “We had a 100 percent suc-
cess rate with the electronic 
firing system on both barges,” 
he said.

For fellow pyrotechnician 
Matthew Coakes, success isn’t 
measured by the loudest ex-
plosion or brightest shell.

“For me, it’s after the fina-
le,” Coakes said. “Everything 
has gone off correctly, no-
body’s been hurt, and you can 
finally relax knowing the job’s 
done.”

Maarbani shares that sense 
of accomplishment, but an-
other moment stands out just 
as much.

where it needs to be.”
Bringing a fireworks show 

to a remote island presents 
challenges few spectators 
ever consider. Unlike larger 
cities, forgotten equipment 
cannot simply be replaced 
with a quick trip to a supplier.

“We double-check and tri-
ple-check everything before 
we leave Australia,” Maarba-
ni said. “Once we’re here, we 
have to be completely pre-
pared because it’s not like we 
can just run down to a local 
store.”

Travel itself adds another 
layer of complexity. Flight de-

lays can shorten already tight 
preparation schedules, while 
adapting to Kwajalein’s trop-
ical climate takes time for a 
crew accustomed to different 
weather conditions.

Despite those challenges, 
safety remains the highest 
priority throughout every 
phase of the operation.

Each firework is selected 
not only for its visual im-
pact but also for the available 
safety distances between the 
launch site and spectators. 
Shell sizes, launch angles and 
firing positions are carefully 
planned to ensure every ef-
fect remains well within es-

tablished safety standards.
“Everything is based on the 

space we’re given,” Maarbani 
said. “We choose products 
that fit those clearances so 
that everyone stays safe.”

Modern technology has 
simplified some aspects of 
the profession. Electronic 
firing systems have largely 
replaced the days when py-
rotechnicians hand-lit each 
firework. Even so, technology 
hasn’t eliminated the antici-
pation that comes just before 
the show begins.

  “Please work,” Maarbani 
said with a smile when asked 
what crosses his mind in 
those final moments before 
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“When you hear the crowd 
cheering, that’s when you 
know all the hard work has 
been appreciated.”

 Although both men travel 
from Australia each year, they 
say Kwajalein’s Fourth of July 
celebration has a unique at-
mosphere.

“I think the community 
here comes together better 
than a lot of places,” Coakes 
said. “Everybody’s together 
enjoying the same event.”

     Maarbani agreed.
“No matter what differenc-

es people might have during 
the year, on the Fourth of July 
everyone comes together as 
one community. That’s some-
thing really special to see.”

For Coakes, that spirit re-
flects the very reason fire-
works have remained part of 
celebrations for centuries.

“Ever since fireworks were 
invented, they’ve been used 
to celebrate milestones and 

important moments in histo-
ry,” he said. “They’re usually 
the last event because they 
give people something mem-
orable to finish the day.”

Creating those memories 
requires more than simply 
launching fireworks into the 
sky. The crew carefully de-
signs each performance with 
a beginning that immediately 
captures attention, a steady 
rhythm that keeps audiences 
engaged and a finale power-

ful enough to leave a lasting 
impression.

“We want people to re-
member how the show 
starts,” Maarbani said. “But 
we especially want them to 
remember the ending.”

 Judging by the cheers that 
followed this year’s finale, the 
team accomplished exactly 
that.

 Even so, neither pyrotech-
nician considers the show 
perfect.

“There’s always room for 
improvement,” Maarbani 
said. “Every year we try to 
make it better.”

Working within nearly 
the same budget each year 
doesn’t change that mind-
set. Instead, it challenges the 
team to find new products, 
new combinations and new 
ways to create an even greater 
impact for the community.

“People ask how we manage 
to outdo ourselves every year,” 
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Maarbani said. “It’s about 
strategy. It’s about selecting 
the right products that create 
the biggest impact while stay-
ing within the budget.”

Before wrapping up anoth-
er successful Independence 
Day, Maarbani was quick to 
recognize the many people 
who help make the event pos-
sible.

 “I’d like to thank V2X, the 

crews here on Kwajalein and 
the workers from Ebeye,” he 
said. “Without their support 
and hard work, none of this 
would be possible.”

 As the last wisps of smoke 
drifted across the lagoon and 
families began folding chairs 
and packing coolers, anoth-
er Fourth of July celebration 
came to a close. Most spec-
tators would remember the 

brilliant colors, the thun-
derous finale and the shared 
experience of watching the 
night sky come alive.

Few would ever see the 
months of planning, the in-
ternational logistics, the 
countless safety checks or 
the quiet hours spent aboard 
two LCMs before darkness 
fell. But for the small crew 
behind the display, those un-

seen efforts were always the 
point. The fireworks lasted 
only minutes. The work that 
made them possible began 
long before the first shell was 
launched, all to give an island 
community one unforgetta-
ble moment of celebration 
together.
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COMMUNITY
BEHIND THE CELEBRATION: WHAT IT TAKES TO 
BRING KWAJALEIN’S FOURTH OF JULY TO LIFE

By Isaiah Matthews 
Hourglass Story Writer

For most of the Kwajalein 
community, the Fourth of 
July begins with decorated 
bicycles, live music, food 
vendors and families gather-
ing under tents before ending 
with fireworks lighting up 
the lagoon. What most peo-
ple never see is that by the 
time the first child arrives at 
the bike parade, hundreds of 
hours of planning and prepa-
ration have already taken 
place.

 Putting together one of the 
island’s largest annual cele-
brations isn’t the work of a 
single office. It requires weeks 
of coordination between 
departments, contractors, 
volunteers and community 
partners, each responsible for 
a different piece of an event 
that only succeeds when ev-
ery piece comes together.

“There were many people 
that came together to make 
this possible,” said Dina Me-

deiros, MWR event coor-
dinator. “Everybody had a 
role, and everybody brought 
their strengths to make sure 
the community had the best 
event we could provide.”

The planning begins well 
before Independence Day. 
Concessions must be coordi-
nated with the bakery while 
Ocean View prepares bev-
erages for the event. Enter-
tainment involves working 
with a production company 
to bring performers to the is-
land, including this year’s live 
band from Majuro. Facilities 
and grounds crews transform 
open spaces by erecting tents, 
installing decorations and 
setting up water slides, while 
separate teams coordinate 
children’s activities, market-
ing, event logistics and the 
evening fireworks display.

Behind every attraction vis-
itors enjoy is a team responsi-
ble for making sure it is ready 
before the first guests arrive.

 “It’s easier to think about it 
one piece at a time,” Medeiros 
said. “Food, drinks, decora-
tions, fireworks, bike deco-

rating, marketing. Every part 
requires different people, 
and everyone comes together 
with one common goal.”

That goal is simple: create 
a celebration where the com-
munity can step away from 
work, spend time together 
and enjoy one of the island’s 
most anticipated traditions.

The work, however, is any-
thing but simple.

Several days before the 
celebration begins, crews 
are already on the grounds 
setting up tents, inflatables 
and decorations. Schedules 
are finalized, vendors coordi-

nated, supplies delivered and 
countless details confirmed 
to ensure every department 
understands its responsibili-
ties before opening day.

“There’s so much more be-
hind the scenes than people 
realize,” Medeiros said. “The 
long hours really surprised 
me. It takes days to put every-
thing together, and there’s a 
lot of planning just to make 
sure everyone is on the same 
page.”

Communication becomes 
one of the event’s most valu-
able tools. With so many or-
ganizations involved, success 

PHOTOS BY RANEESH THIRUVARATH
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who made the event possible.
By the time the final fire-

work faded into the night sky, 
another Fourth of July cele-
bration had become a memo-
ry for the families who attend-
ed. Behind those memories 
were weeks of planning, hun-
dreds of hours of preparation 
and an island-wide effort that 
most people would never see. 
That unseen collaboration is 
what turns a holiday into a 
community tradition, year af-
ter year.

depends on every team un-
derstanding not only its own 
responsibilities but also how 
its work connects to everyone 
else’s.

“Everyone depends on 
each other,” Medeiros said. 
“You trust every group to do 
its part, and when everyone 
does, everything comes to-
gether.”

The collaboration extends 
far beyond MWR. Mar-
shallese employees from Eb-
eye contribute throughout 
the setup process. Pyrotech-
nics specialists coordinate 
the evening fireworks. Facil-
ities crews prepare the event 
grounds, while numerous 
volunteers support activities 
throughout the day.

Few attendees realize how 
many hands have helped 
create the experience before 
they even arrive.

For Medeiros, the impor-
tance of that effort is rooted 
in the community itself.

“People work hard out 
here,” she said. “It’s import-
ant that they have opportuni-
ties to relax, spend time with 
family and enjoy themselves 

together.”
Those opportunities are 

especially meaningful in a 
remote community where 
recreation plays an important 
role in maintaining morale 
and strengthening connec-
tions among neighbors, co-
workers and friends.

As the celebration unfold-
ed, weeks of preparation 
quietly faded into the back-
ground.

Children carefully decorat-
ed bicycles before eagerly lin-
ing up for the parade. Fami-
lies filled the event grounds. 
Friends gathered beneath 
tents while music from the 
visiting band echoed across 
the park. As daylight gave way 
to evening, spectators turned 
their attention toward the 
lagoon, where another team 
prepared the fireworks that 
would bring the celebration 
to a close.

“Watching the kids wait-
ing for the bike parade was 
one of my favorite moments,” 
Medeiros said. “They were so 
excited. Then later, seeing ev-
eryone dancing and enjoying 
themselves made all the work 

worthwhile.”
While the celebration be-

longs to the community, Me-
deiros said its success belongs 
to the many departments and 
individuals who work behind 
the scenes.

“It’s hard to recognize just 
one person because so many 
people contributed,” she said, 
noting the leadership pro-
vided by MWR Supervisor 
Orlando and the dedication 
of Thompson Tarwoj and his 
crew, along with the many 
departments and volunteers 
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COMMUNITY
HISTORIC FIRST: HMCS CHARLOTTETOWN’S VISIT 
STRENGTHENS PARTNERSHIPS IN THE INDO-PACIFIC

By Isaiah Matthews 
Hourglass Story Writer

When HMCS Charlotte-
town entered Kwajalein Atoll, 
it wasn’t simply another war-
ship making a routine port 
call. For the Royal Canadian 
Navy, it marked a historic 
milestone. The visit was the 
first by a Canadian warship to 
Kwajalein, opening the door 
for future operations while 
reinforcing the growing part-
nership between Canada, the 
United States and allied na-
tions committed to security 
in the Indo-Pacific.

Although the frigate re-
mained at Kwajalein for less 
than a day, the visit repre-
sented months of planning, 
international coordination 
and a shared commitment to 
ensuring allied forces can op-
erate together wherever they 
are needed.

“It’s an absolute privilege 
for Charlottetown to be vis-
iting Kwajalein,” said Cmdr. 
Jonathan Morris, command-

ing officer of HMCS Char-
lottetown. “We’ve been de-
ployed in the Indo-Pacific for 
about five months, and this 
is one of our final stops. Be-
ing here allows us to better 
understand what capabilities 
and interoperability we can 
bring to Kwajalein and the 
broader Indo-Pacific.”

Homeported in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, Charlottetown 
has spent the last several 
months operating across Eu-
rope and the Pacific as part of 
Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strate-
gy. The deployment reflects 
Canada’s commitment to 
working alongside allies to 
promote stability, security 
and freedom of navigation 
throughout one of the world’s 
most strategically important 
regions.

While the ship’s original 
mission included testing a re-
mote missile rearming capa-
bility, the objectives evolved 
before the vessel reached 
Kwajalein.

The plan called for a mis-
sile to be transported aboard 
an offshore support vessel 

before being transferred to 
Charlottetown while in port, 
demonstrating that complex 
logistical operations could be 
conducted from a remote lo-
cation. When the supporting 
vessel was retired before the 
mission, the rearming exer-
cise was canceled.

 Despite that change, Mor-
ris said the visit still accom-
plished one of its most im-
portant goals.

 “Just bringing the ship into 
Kwajalein safely proved an 
important capability,” Mor-
ris said. “We can now report 
back that a ship of this size 
can successfully operate here. 
That knowledge makes fu-
ture missions much easier to 
plan.”

For military planners, prov-
ing capability is often just as 
valuable as conducting the 
mission itself. Successfully 
navigating the harbor, evalu-
ating available infrastructure 
and understanding local sup-
port capabilities all become 
part of future operational 
planning.

“Every time we visit a new 

location, we’re developing fu-
ture capability,” Morris said. 
“We learn what works, what 
resources are available and 
how we can improve the next 
time.”

That preparation begins 
weeks before a ship ever 
reaches port.

  Approximately 30 days be-
fore arriving, Canadian plan-
ners began coordinating with 
Kwajalein’s harbor personnel, 
shipping agents, pilots and 
installation leadership. Fuel, 
fresh water, supplies, berth-
ing arrangements and navi-
gation requirements all had 
to be synchronized to ensure 
a safe arrival.

“There’s a tremendous 
amount of communication 
that happens before we get 
here,” Morris said. “Every-
one works together to make 
sure the ship can arrive safe-
ly while minimizing disrup-
tions to local operations.”

 That cooperation is exactly 
what allied partnerships are 
designed to accomplish.

“It starts with communica-
tion,” Morris said. “The Pacif-

 PHOTOS BY ISAIAH MATTHEWS
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stability across the Indo-Pa-
cific.

 Before stepping ashore, 
Morris expressed his appreci-
ation to the community that 
welcomed his crew.

 “The welcome we’ve re-
ceived has been outstand-
ing,” he said. “We’re looking 
forward to meeting people, 
enjoying the local food and 
learning more about Kwaja-
lein. Canadians are friendly 
people, and we’re excited to 
spend time with the commu-
nity.”

As HMCS Charlottetown 
departed the atoll, it left be-
hind more than a record of 
being the first Canadian war-
ship to visit Kwajalein. It de-
parted having strengthened 
relationships between allies, 
expanded operational knowl-
edge and demonstrated that 
even a brief port visit can 
contribute to the long-term 
security and cooperation that 
define the Indo-Pacific part-
nership.

ic is a vast ocean, and being 
able to communicate and 
operate together is no small 
feat.”

Those relationships extend 
beyond military operations. 
They also create opportuni-
ties for sailors to engage with 
the communities that host 
them.

During the brief eight-to-
10-hour visit, more than 250 
Canadian sailors had the 
opportunity to explore Kwa-

jalein, visit local businesses, 
enjoy island restaurants and 
meet members of the com-
munity. Senior leaders also 
met with installation officials 
to exchange gifts and discuss 
future opportunities for co-
operation.

“Most Canadians will never 
have the opportunity to visit 
a place like Kwajalein,” Morris 
said. “We’re encouraging our 
sailors to get ashore, meet 
people and experience the 

community.”
 The visit also allowed 

members of Charlottetown‘s 
dive team to conduct a pro-
ficiency dive on one of the 
atoll’s historic shipwrecks, 
combining training with the 
unique environment Kwaja-
lein offers.

 For Morris, however, the 
most meaningful part of the 
visit is the history it rep-
resents.

  “This is the first time a Ca-
nadian ship has visited Kwa-
jalein,” he said. “Years from 
now, our sailors will be able to 
look back and say they were 
part of that first visit.”

In many ways, military 
partnerships are built one 
visit at a time. Exercises, port 
calls and leader engagements 
create familiarity long before 
forces are ever called upon 
to work together during a 
crisis. Every successful visit 
strengthens trust, improves 
interoperability and expands 
the network of allies commit-
ted to maintaining peace and 
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COMMUNITY
WHERE COMMUNITY MEETS THE WATER: 
THE STORY OF THE KWAJALEIN YACHT CLUB

COURTESY PHOTOS

By Annette Monk, Hour-
glass Story Writer

Located in the heart of 
the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, nearly 2,500 miles 
southwest of Honolulu, the 
Kwajalein Yacht Club stands 
as more than just a gathering 
place for boating enthusiasts 
— it is a cornerstone of com-
munity life on Kwajalein and 
Roi-Namur. With roots dat-
ing back to the early 1950s, 
the club has grown into a 
vibrant, welcoming space 
where ocean, friendship, and 
shared experience come to-
gether.

Today, with approximate-
ly 120 active members, the 
Yacht Club continues to car-
ry forward a legacy built on 
both tradition and adapt-
ability. Monthly meetings, 
held on the fourth Saturday, 
offer structure — but it’s the 
rhythm of weekly gatherings, 
events, and spontaneous con-

nection that truly define the 
club.

At its core, the mission of 
the Kwajalein Yacht Club is 
simple: to support sailing 
and boating while creating a 
space where people can come 
together. As Vice Commo-
dore Tim Roberge explains, 
“The main mission of the 
yacht club is to support sail-
ing and boating… but it’s also 
a big social event. We’re all 
about having fun.”

That balance between 
activity and atmosphere is 
what makes the club unique. 
While it maintains a fleet of 
small sailboats — including 
Sunfish, a Bahia, and a Hobie 
Cat — and offers opportu-
nities for sailing lessons and 
hands-on learning, boating is 
only part of the story.

“A lot of people think you 
have to be involved in boating 
to be part of the yacht club,” 
Roberge said. “But that’s not 
the case at all. We might have 
around 150 members in a 
year, and maybe only about 

10 to 15 boats. It’s really more 
of a social club — a place for 
camaraderie.”

That spirit is perhaps most 
evident on Thursday eve-
nings, when members and 
guests gather to watch the 
sunset over the lagoon. “You 
can sit on the deck, look out 
at the water, and forget where 
you are for a while,” Roberge 
shared. “It’s like a little oasis 
in the middle of what I always 

say is one of the nicest indus-
trial parks in the world.”

Throughout the year, the 
Yacht Club hosts a wide 
range of events that bring 
the community together. 
From casual “Beer Can” rac-
es and regattas to cruising 
trips to outer islands, there’s 
no shortage of ways to get in-
volved. Signature events like 
the Commodore’s Ball and 
the Swashbuckler’s Ball — a 
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lively, pirate-themed celebra-
tion — have become island 
traditions.

One of the club’s most 
impactful events, however, 
is the annual Spring Break 
Music Fest. Now in its 26th 
year, the festival has evolved 
into a major fundraiser and 
community celebration. Fea-
turing local musicians, food 
vendors, and activities for 
families, it reflects the club’s 
broader commitment to giv-
ing back.

“We’ve used the fundraiser 
to support all kinds of caus-
es,” Roberge explained. “From 
helping people on island go-
ing through difficult times to 
supporting those who used to 

live here — it’s about taking 
care of the Kwaj family.”

That sense of “Kwaj family” 
is something Roberge speaks 
about with particular empha-
sis. In a place as remote and 
close-knit as Kwajalein, re-
lationships take on a deeper 
meaning.

“It’s not just the people 
you’re here with now,” he 
said. “It’s the people you met 
10 or 15 years ago and still stay 
in touch with. Those connec-
tions last. This is a special 
place with special people.”

Accessibility is another 
defining feature of the club. 
Membership remains inten-
tionally affordable — $80 
annually for individuals and 

$120 for families — and open 
to anyone interested in being 
part of the community. New-
comers are especially encour-
aged to simply show up.

“The best way to get in-
volved is just to come down 
on a Thursday and introduce 
yourself,” Roberge said. “If 
you’re interested in sailing, 
we’ll connect you with the 
right people. If not, that’s fine 
too. Just come enjoy it.”

The club also serves as one 
of the most utilized venues 
on the island, hosting private 
events, family gatherings, 
and community functions 
throughout the year. Its scenic 
waterfront setting — paired 
with a building constructed 

entirely by volunteers — adds 
to its distinct character.

“That building is some-
thing we’re really proud of,” 
Roberge noted. “It was 100% 
volunteer-built. People came 
together, contributed their 
skills, and made it happen. 
It took a couple of years, but 
it’s one of the nicest spaces on 
the island.”

Like many organizations 
in remote locations, the 
Yacht Club does face chal-
lenges. Shipping materials, 
maintaining equipment in 
a harsh ocean environment, 
and keeping facilities in good 
condition all require ongoing 
effort. Yet, through volun-
teerism and community sup-
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ments that make island life 
unforgettable.

As Commodore Dustin 
Carmichael shared in his 
message to the community, 
“We are lucky to be able to sail 
in the world’s largest lagoon… 
and to enjoy it together.”

On Kwajalein, the Yacht 
Club isn’t just about sailing. 
It’s about belonging.

port, the club continues to 
adapt and thrive.

Looking ahead, leadership 
hopes to see more young-
er members step into active 
roles. With longtime contrib-
utors gradually transitioning 
away, there is a desire to en-
sure the club’s future remains 
strong.

“We’ve had people who 
have been involved here for 

decades,” Roberge said. “Now 
we’re looking for new energy 
— people who want to help 
carry this forward.”

Despite any challenges, the 
heart of the Kwajalein Yacht 
Club remains unchanged. It 
is a place where simplicity is 
valued, where experiences 
outweigh expectations, and 
where connection comes nat-
urally.

When asked to describe 
the club in just a few words, 
Roberge’s answer reflects 
that spirit clearly: “You don’t 
have to have a boat. Just come 
check us out.”

And perhaps that’s what 
makes the Kwajalein Yacht 
Club truly special. In a place 
defined by distance, it brings 
people closer — to the water, 
to each other, and to the mo-
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The Utilities Department collects over 10,000 
samples annually to ensure water quality. 
Drinking water regulations require all public 
water supply systems to test for a variety of 
contaminants in drinking water. For many of the 
contaminants, the  U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has set enforceable 
standards for the maximum amount of 
contaminants allowed in drinking water. These 
standards are based on possible health effects 
of consuming the water. The standards are 
known as maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) 
and are published as national primary drinking 
water regulations. 
 

MCLs are set at levels where no significant 
health effects would occur if water was 
consumed for an entire lifetime. In other words, a 
person would have to drink 2 liters of water every 
day at the MCL for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-
million increase in the chance of having the 
described health effect. MCLs are set by the 
EPA, and then adopted by USAG-KA through the 
USAKA Environmental Standards (UES). The 
UES adopts MCL standards at least as stringent 
as EPA, and in some cases it has adopted more 
stringent standards. The UES requires USAG-KA 
to sample as if the size of the served community 
was 10,000 people. This increased sampling 
helps to further ensure safe drinking water. 
 

The EPA and the UES also set Action Levels 
(AL). An AL is the concentration of a contaminant 
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements for water systems. Examples of 
contaminants subject to an AL include Lead and 
Copper. 

Water served by USAG-KA is tested by the 
Utilities Department, the Kwajalein Hospital, and 
by the Defense Centers for Public Health in 
Aberdeen, Maryland. Also, routine examinations 
of treatment plant performance are conducted, 
the distribution systems are routinely tested, and 
groundwater is tested for saltwater intrusion 
(which helps manage the thin groundwater lens 
by protecting it from being mixed with the 
saltwater on which it floats). 
 

The Utilities Department works hard to provide 
top quality water to every tap. Please help us 
protect our water sources by using good water 
conservation practices and by using effective 
spill prevention.   

 

 

We are pleased to report the drinking water provided by USAG-KA consistently 
meets or exceeds the established water quality standards (with exceptions 

noted on the following page) and is, therefore, safe for consumption. 
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U.S. Army Garrison Kwajalein Atoll  

The 2025 Water Quality Report is published in accordance with the USAKA Environmental 
Standards, which establishes drinking water criteria and requires suppliers to provide 
drinking water quality information to their customers. It is important that our customers 
know all the facts about USAG-KA's drinking water. This report, issued each year, 
includes test results, source water descriptions, an overview of the treatment process 
and other valuable information relating to the quality of our installation's drinking water 
supply. If you have any questions regarding this report or your drinking water, contact 
the Liquid Systems Manager, Stan Jazwinski at 480-4400, or Environmental at 480-0722. 
 
EWOR UKOK IN REPORT IN ILO KAJIN MAJOL (Notice to all Marshallese): 
Naan in jiron kein rej kwalok melele ko raurok kin dren in idrak eo ilo USAG-KA in.  Ewor ukok in 
report in ilo kajin majol.  Kir lok Environmental Department eo ilo 480-0722 kin melele ko relap lok. 

The U.S. Army Garrison - Kwajalein Atoll (USAG-KA) 
operates drinking water systems on Kwajalein, Roi-Namur, 
and Meck Islands. Collected & treated rainfall accounts for 
the majority of the water supplied in all three systems.  
Additionally, Kwajalein and Roi-Namur have extensive 
groundwater well systems to supplement the water supply 
during periods of low rainfall or drought. When necessary, 
Kwajalein can barge treated water to the other islands, 
supplementing their drinking water supplies. 

Rainwater is the preferred source of water due to its purity 
and ease of collection. Kwajalein Atoll averages more than 
100 inches of rain a year. The runway and aircraft taxiways 
on Kwajalein, Roi-Namur and Meck are sloped to drain 
toward collection sumps that pump raw rainwater to 
storage tanks for treatment. Rain that falls on the island, 
but is not collected or diverted to storm drains, percolates 
through the coral sands of the islands and forms a thin 
layer (or lens) of fresh water floating atop the saltwater 
which flows through the islands. The lens is less than 10 
feet below the surface. This water is tapped by unique 
horizontal wells called lens wells that are installed in the 
centers of both Kwajalein and Roi-Namur Islands where 
the lens is thickest. The lens well water is pumped and 
filtered by a Reverse Osmosis (RO) system. Following a 
2008 storm event and the resulting saltwater infiltration to 
the freshwater lens, USAG-KA installed the RO filter on 
Roi-Namur. This unit makes it possible to treat water with 
high salinity. Four additional lens wells were installed on 
Roi-Namur in 2012 and 2013. Baseline monitoring for 
these wells began in 2014 and finished in 2017. 

Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) filtration units are used 
on Roi-Namur and Meck to filter treated water before it 
enters the distribution system. A similar unit was installed 
on Kwajalein in February 2021. All three of the USAG-KA 
drinking water systems use direct filtration processes to 
remove harmful particles, dirt, and algae from the water. 
Kwajalein, Roi-Namur, and Meck installed advanced 
filtration plants in 1990, 1996, and 2001, respectively. 
These automated filtration plants employ enhanced mixing, 
flocculation, and turbidity removal in absorption clarifiers 
followed by mixed media filters. The turbidity, or 
cloudiness, of the water entering the plants is monitored 
continuously and treatment chemicals are adjusted 
automatically to provide maximum filtering. Following 
filtration, the water is disinfected with chlorine and placed 
in covered tanks called ‘clearwells’ where it is pumped to 
the distribution system based on consumer demand. 
Fluoride is added to the treated water on Kwajalein to 
promote dental health.  

The rainwater catchments and the shallow freshwater lens 
are very sensitive to contamination from spills. Because of 
this, tight restrictions are placed on airfield activities and a 
spill prevention program is in place to avoid contamination. 
Potential sources of contamination are fuel spills from 
aircraft and vehicles, leaks from sewage lines or septic 
tanks, and improper management of hazardous materials, 
wastes, and petroleum products.   

Water Source 
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the distribution systems are routinely tested, and 
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(which helps manage the thin groundwater lens 
by protecting it from being mixed with the 
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top quality water to every tap. Please help us 
protect our water sources by using good water 
conservation practices and by using effective 
spill prevention.   

 

 

We are pleased to report the drinking water provided by USAG-KA consistently 
meets or exceeds the established water quality standards (with exceptions 

noted on the following page) and is, therefore, safe for consumption. 

RReevveerrssee  OOssmmoossiiss  

GGrraannuullaatteedd    
AAccttiivvaatteedd  CCaarrbboonn    

FFiilltteerrss  

2025 
Water Quality 

Report 

Published by  
V2X 

for U.S. Army Garrison 
Kwajalein Atoll 

June 2026 

ENGLISH 
U.S. Army Garrison Kwajalein Atoll  

The 2025 Water Quality Report is published in accordance with the USAKA Environmental 
Standards, which establishes drinking water criteria and requires suppliers to provide 
drinking water quality information to their customers. It is important that our customers 
know all the facts about USAG-KA's drinking water. This report, issued each year, 
includes test results, source water descriptions, an overview of the treatment process 
and other valuable information relating to the quality of our installation's drinking water 
supply. If you have any questions regarding this report or your drinking water, contact 
the Liquid Systems Manager, Stan Jazwinski at 480-4400, or Environmental at 480-0722. 
 
EWOR UKOK IN REPORT IN ILO KAJIN MAJOL (Notice to all Marshallese): 
Naan in jiron kein rej kwalok melele ko raurok kin dren in idrak eo ilo USAG-KA in.  Ewor ukok in 
report in ilo kajin majol.  Kir lok Environmental Department eo ilo 480-0722 kin melele ko relap lok. 

The U.S. Army Garrison - Kwajalein Atoll (USAG-KA) 
operates drinking water systems on Kwajalein, Roi-Namur, 
and Meck Islands. Collected & treated rainfall accounts for 
the majority of the water supplied in all three systems.  
Additionally, Kwajalein and Roi-Namur have extensive 
groundwater well systems to supplement the water supply 
during periods of low rainfall or drought. When necessary, 
Kwajalein can barge treated water to the other islands, 
supplementing their drinking water supplies. 

Rainwater is the preferred source of water due to its purity 
and ease of collection. Kwajalein Atoll averages more than 
100 inches of rain a year. The runway and aircraft taxiways 
on Kwajalein, Roi-Namur and Meck are sloped to drain 
toward collection sumps that pump raw rainwater to 
storage tanks for treatment. Rain that falls on the island, 
but is not collected or diverted to storm drains, percolates 
through the coral sands of the islands and forms a thin 
layer (or lens) of fresh water floating atop the saltwater 
which flows through the islands. The lens is less than 10 
feet below the surface. This water is tapped by unique 
horizontal wells called lens wells that are installed in the 
centers of both Kwajalein and Roi-Namur Islands where 
the lens is thickest. The lens well water is pumped and 
filtered by a Reverse Osmosis (RO) system. Following a 
2008 storm event and the resulting saltwater infiltration to 
the freshwater lens, USAG-KA installed the RO filter on 
Roi-Namur. This unit makes it possible to treat water with 
high salinity. Four additional lens wells were installed on 
Roi-Namur in 2012 and 2013. Baseline monitoring for 
these wells began in 2014 and finished in 2017. 

Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) filtration units are used 
on Roi-Namur and Meck to filter treated water before it 
enters the distribution system. A similar unit was installed 
on Kwajalein in February 2021. All three of the USAG-KA 
drinking water systems use direct filtration processes to 
remove harmful particles, dirt, and algae from the water. 
Kwajalein, Roi-Namur, and Meck installed advanced 
filtration plants in 1990, 1996, and 2001, respectively. 
These automated filtration plants employ enhanced mixing, 
flocculation, and turbidity removal in absorption clarifiers 
followed by mixed media filters. The turbidity, or 
cloudiness, of the water entering the plants is monitored 
continuously and treatment chemicals are adjusted 
automatically to provide maximum filtering. Following 
filtration, the water is disinfected with chlorine and placed 
in covered tanks called ‘clearwells’ where it is pumped to 
the distribution system based on consumer demand. 
Fluoride is added to the treated water on Kwajalein to 
promote dental health.  

The rainwater catchments and the shallow freshwater lens 
are very sensitive to contamination from spills. Because of 
this, tight restrictions are placed on airfield activities and a 
spill prevention program is in place to avoid contamination. 
Potential sources of contamination are fuel spills from 
aircraft and vehicles, leaks from sewage lines or septic 
tanks, and improper management of hazardous materials, 
wastes, and petroleum products.   

Water Source 
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Aolep yio, Utilities Department eo ej boke tarin 
10,000 sample in dren in idrak eo ilo USAG-KA in 
non lolorjake bwe tiljek in komane aiboj in jej idrak 
jene en erreo.  Kakien ko rej kipel bwe ro rej leto-
letak dren in idrak ren teej e dren eo non lale ewor 
ke jabdrewot men ko retoon ie, ko me remaron in 
bed ilo dren in idrak eo.  Result in teej ko an dren 
ko rej bedbed wot ion jonak ko emoj an U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (PA) eo karroki.  
Jonak kein rej naetaer Maximum Contaminant 
Levels ak MCLs.   
MCLs ko rej bedbed wot ion jonak ko me rejjab 
maron in kwalok naninmij non armij. Juon armij 
emaron idraak e ruo liter in dren ilo aolepen mour 
eo an im jab naninmej jen e, ak emaron lon an juon 
mottan juon million ien bwe en ione naninmij. Jonak 
kein rej itok jen EPA innem USAG-KA ej loori ikijen 
USAKA Environmental Standards (UES) ko. UES 
kein rej bedbed ion  karrok ko an MCL, im jet ien 
emaron laplok aer pen jen karrok ko an EPA. UES 
kein rej bareinwot konan bwe USAG-KA en 
komman jonan jambol ekkar nan an maron lelok 
nan 10,000 armej. Jonan lap im jambol in enaj jiban 
elon armej im kokmanmanlok drenin drak eo. 
Emoj an EPA im UES karrok jet bunten ko naetan 
Action Level (AL). AL in ej jerbal non lale jonan 
etoon ko ilo dren eo, bwe ne relaplok jen jonak eo 
emoj karroke innem renaj aikuj in treat i im karreoik 

dren eo ekkar nan kakien ko. Waan jonak in etoon 
ko remaron loi ej enwot lead im koba (copper).  
Utilities Department, USAG-KA Hospital, im 
Defense Center eo nan Public Health ilo Aberdeen, 
Maryland ej droulul ko jilu rej teej e aiboj in idrak eo 
ion USAG-KA.  Ibben jikin jerbal kein jilu, USAG-KA  
ej bareinwot make etale tiljek in an jikin kein koman 
dren eo jerbal, koman teej ko remakijkij non 
lolorjake erreo eo an dren in idrak eo ej driwojlok, 
im bareinwot lale bwe jool en jab tobare aiboj lal eo.   
Jikin koman dren eo ej jerbal non letok dren in idrak 
eo etiljek im erreo.  Jiban kejbarok dren in idrak eo 
nimed. Jukjuk in bed in ad, mour kein ad, kab an ro 
nejid rej bedbed ion kejbarok in am. Bok konam; 
kejbarok dren in idrak eo ilo wawein ko rekkar.  
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juon yio, Kwajalein ej loe tarin 100 inij in wot. Jikin 
jook an baluun ilo Kwaj, Roi-Namur im Meik rej 
rejbal nan  ae dren in wot. Jen ijon, dren in ej pump 
lok non tank kan im kottar non ien liklik im komat. 
Jabdrewot dren in wot ko rejjab collect ilo jikin jook 
ko an baluun, im rejjab bar drebdreb ilo storm drain 
ko, rej drebil lok im pepe ion dren in salt, eo ej 
peddejake aolepen enne kein.  Dren in ej drebdreb 
ilo jikin ko naeter lens well, ko emoj likiti ilo iolap in 
Kwajalein im Roi-Namur. Lens well kein rej pump 
jeni im kojerbal kein liklik ak reverse osmosis. Emoj 
kelaak reverse osmosis ilo Roi-Namur ilo 2008 
elkin kar koto im ekar koman an dren in salt drelon 
ilo lens well ko. Unit in ekoman an bidodo aer treat i 
dren ko im elap aer salt. Rekar bar kob 4 aiboj lal 
ilo Roi Namur ilo 2012 im 2013. Jerbal in etale im 
bukot jonak ko rej aikuj loori (baseline monitoring) 
renaj jino koman ilo aiboj lal kein ilo 2014 im 
kotmene bwe en bojrak ilo 2017.  

Filter unit ko ak kein drebdreb etoon ko naetan 
Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) rej jerbal ion Roi-
Namur im Meck nan bour etton ko ilo dren eo mok-
ta jen an etal nan jikin komman dren eo. Ewor juon 
unit kaal emoj kolaake ilo Kwajalein February 2021. 
Aolep jikin koman dren kein jilu ilo USAG-KA rej 
kojerbal jokjok in likilik dren eo rej nae etan direct 
filtration process nan karreoki dren jen etoon im kij 
ko. Rekar kelaak kein liklik dren ilo enne kein ilo:  
Kwajalein 1990; Roi-Namur 1996; im Meck 2001.  
Kein liklik dren in idrak eo ej karreo im kojerbal 
jerajko non mane kij im jabdrewot etoon ko ie mok-
ta jen likiti ilo tank ko naetaer “clearwells”, ijo rej 
bed ie non tore eo jej aikuji. Rej bar kobaik fluoride 
nan dren nan kakajoor ni.  

Ijoko rej ae dren in wot im aiboj lal rejjab mulal 
(rejjab mulal lak jen 10 ne) rebidodo an kare dren 
eo ne elon lutok. Emenin aurok bwe en wor buntan 
ko kab jokjok ko rej walok elane enaj wor lutok ko 
rejidrimkij an men ko rekauwotata, einwot fuel, oil, 
gas im bareinwot kwobej ko rekauwatata im petro-
leum products. 
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Ilo 2025 Water Quality Ripoot eo ej koman ekkar non kakien ko emoj karroki ilo USAKA 
Environmental Standards (UES) eo, eo ej kamelet bwe ro rej leto-letak dren in idrak (aiboj) ren 
loori jonak ko emoj karroki im bareinwot tilmake melele ko raurok non ro rej idrak jen aiboj eo.  
Ilo melele kein, ebareinwot koba result in teej ko, jikin ko aiboj in ej itok jeni, im wawein process 
e aiboj in, im bar melele ko jet.  Elap an aurok bwe ro rej idrak jen aiboj in ren jela im melele kin 
aiboj eo rej idrake jen USAG-KA.  Elane ewor am kajitok ak abnono kake melele kein ilo ripoot in 
ikkijeen aiboj eo kwoj ilimi, jouj im kebak e lok Stan Jazwinski ilo 480-4400, ak komaron in bar 
bojrak lok ilo Utilities Department eo elane jab, ekwe call e Environmental ilo 480-0722.  
 
EWOR UKOK IN RIPOOT IN ILO KAJIN BELLE: 
Naan in karon kein rej kwalok melele ko raurok kin dren in idrak eo ilo USAG-KA.  Ewor ukok in ripoot in 
ilo kajin belle.  Kir lok Environmental Department eo ilo 480-0722 kin melele ko relap lok. 

Emenin utiej buru non kwalok ke dren in idrak eo letok in USAKA ej tobare jonok 
ko emoj karoki non dren in idrak kin men in, ejjelok uwota ilo ilimi dren eo jen 

aolep bojet in dren in idrak ko. 
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Aolep yio, Utilities Department eo ej boke tarin 
10,000 sample in dren in idrak eo ilo USAG-KA in 
non lolorjake bwe tiljek in komane aiboj in jej idrak 
jene en erreo.  Kakien ko rej kipel bwe ro rej leto-
letak dren in idrak ren teej e dren eo non lale ewor 
ke jabdrewot men ko retoon ie, ko me remaron in 
bed ilo dren in idrak eo.  Result in teej ko an dren 
ko rej bedbed wot ion jonak ko emoj an U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (PA) eo karroki.  
Jonak kein rej naetaer Maximum Contaminant 
Levels ak MCLs.   
MCLs ko rej bedbed wot ion jonak ko me rejjab 
maron in kwalok naninmij non armij. Juon armij 
emaron idraak e ruo liter in dren ilo aolepen mour 
eo an im jab naninmej jen e, ak emaron lon an juon 
mottan juon million ien bwe en ione naninmij. Jonak 
kein rej itok jen EPA innem USAG-KA ej loori ikijen 
USAKA Environmental Standards (UES) ko. UES 
kein rej bedbed ion  karrok ko an MCL, im jet ien 
emaron laplok aer pen jen karrok ko an EPA. UES 
kein rej bareinwot konan bwe USAG-KA en 
komman jonan jambol ekkar nan an maron lelok 
nan 10,000 armej. Jonan lap im jambol in enaj jiban 
elon armej im kokmanmanlok drenin drak eo. 
Emoj an EPA im UES karrok jet bunten ko naetan 
Action Level (AL). AL in ej jerbal non lale jonan 
etoon ko ilo dren eo, bwe ne relaplok jen jonak eo 
emoj karroke innem renaj aikuj in treat i im karreoik 

dren eo ekkar nan kakien ko. Waan jonak in etoon 
ko remaron loi ej enwot lead im koba (copper).  
Utilities Department, USAG-KA Hospital, im 
Defense Center eo nan Public Health ilo Aberdeen, 
Maryland ej droulul ko jilu rej teej e aiboj in idrak eo 
ion USAG-KA.  Ibben jikin jerbal kein jilu, USAG-KA  
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NEVER FORGET. 
https://kwajaleinmiaproject.us/

Click QR Code to jump to social page

FOLLOW US AT THESE LOCATIONS
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https://kwajaleinmiaproject.us/

OPEN CALL FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
The island community is invited to sub-
mit listings for events and for sale items; 
announcements; department trainings; 
safety updates; public service messag-
es; and thank-you messages. 

Preparing Your Message
For questions about your messaging, 
please reach out to the USAG-KA Public 
Affairs Office at 480-4848. 

Ads should always include a point of 
contact, phone number and/or email ad-
dress. 

Private parties, fundraisers and events 
requesting and/or accepting donations 
are typically not allowed for publication 
per AR 360-1. Fundraisers and support 
activities for private and schools-based 
organizations, scouting groups, civic clubs  
and other listings may be subject to a legal 
counsel review to determine their eligibili-
ty for publication. 

Formatting Your Listings
It is recommended that graphical adver-

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AFH Construction Is Ongoing. Nan, Inc. Con-
struction is scheduled to commence the tele-
communication scope of work for the Kwajalein 
Army Family Housing project in our community. 
Residents and commuters should be aware of 
possible changes in traffic patterns and to plan 
their routes accordingly. Nan, Inc. Construction 
is committed to minimizing any inconveniences, 
and we will strive to ensure a smooth and effi-
cient construction process. 

ArMA. Log in to ArMa, the Army Maintenance 
Application, to report issues for all buildings 
maintained by the Department of Public Works. 
Contact Public Works at 480-3550. 

CAC Office. Before your visit to the Common 
Access Card Office, ensure all paperwork is 
completed by your human resources represen-
tative before making an appointment. Bring two 
forms of government-issued IDs with you. Walk-
in appointments are welcome, but there may be 
a wait. CAC Office Hours, Bldg. 835, are Tues-
day – Saturday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.; (Lunch: noon - 1 
p.m.). Call 480-8496. 

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

tisements and announcements intended 
for the Hourglass and the AFN Roller 
Channel be formatted as PowerPoint 
slides. 

Graphic designers are asked to maintain 
a generous margin (.75-1-inch) around 
all sides and to size fonts no smaller 
than pt. 20. 

If your Roller Channel advertisement re-
quires a special expiration date, please 
note this for the Roller team in the body 
of your message. 

Deadlines for Submissions
Send advertisements for the Kwajalein 
Hourglass and the AFN Roller Channel 
to kwajaleinhourglass@gov2x.com on 
Wednesdays by close of business/Thurs-
day morning. 

Roller Channel ads are accepted on a roll-
ing basis by 4 p.m. for a mid-week and 
late-week update. Ads received after 4 
p.m. will be loaded in the next update. 
Please ensure you submit ads in good time 
to ensure timely upload. 

Submit Announcements to the Roller Channel and 
The Kwajalein Hourglass

Demolition at the Capt. Louis S. Zamperini Din-
ing Facility. Phase three of the Zamperini DFAC 
demo has begun and is projected to be finished 
March 2026 for the dining and serving area. 
Be careful around the dining facility during the 
phases. 

Do Not Take Cultural Artifacts. It is illegal to 
remove cultural resources from the atoll. This 
includes any protected species, unexploded 
ordnance, WWII-era artifacts and ancient Mar-
shallese artifacts. These resources are protect-
ed under U.S. federal and RMI law. Contact the 
Kwajalein Archaeology Office at 480-8867. 

Driver’s Licensing Classes. Kwaj: Every 
Wednesday, Bldg. 856, Rm. 101, 9 a.m. for RMI, 
1 p.m. for Expats. Preregistration is encour-
aged. Space is limited. Roi Classes: Every sec-
ond Friday in C-building. 9 a.m. - RMI, 11 a.m. 
for Expats. No preregistration required. 
To register, email wilson.kaisha@gov2x.com, 
audrey.hughes@gov2x.com, and/or 
george.parker3@gov2x.com, or call 480-3376.

Emergency Management. Visit the USAG-KA 
Emergency Management webpage, https://
home.army.mil/kwajalein/index.php/my-fort /
EM; 2) Click on “Mass Notification”; 3) Follow 
the registration instructions. 

E-Wareness: It is each driver’s responsibility 
to ensure vehicles are not leaking fluids other 
than air conditioning condensate. Call 911 to 
report spills and arrange with automotive for 
routine maintenance. Please call Environmen-
tal at 480-0722 with questions.Ej an ri-kator 
eo eddo non lolorjake bwe wa eo ejjab leak 
jabdewot oil ijelak in drennin air condition eo 
jen wa eo.  Ne elon jabdwot leak/lutok in oil jen 
wa eo, Kiir 911 non report- e lutok eo. Ak kiir 
Environmental ilo 480-0722 non kajitok.

Fire Safety Tips. Some pets are chewers. 
Watch pets to make sure they don’t chew 
through electrical cords. Pets are curious. 
They may bump into, turn on, or knock over 
cooking equipment. Keep pets away from 
stoves and countertops. Make sure pets are 
included in your family’s fire evacuation plan. 
Build an evacuation kit for each pet in your 
household. 

Flights. Please note that all flights are subject 
to change. For the latest update on your flights 
on United, ATI or Air Marshall Islands: ATI: 
480-2169; AMI: 480-3469; United: 480-4852 
or 1-800-UNITED1; Air Terminal Services: 480-
2660; Flight Information Recording: 480-3589 

UA Schedule Effective Now: Monday and Fri-
day—UA 155 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:50 p.m.; 

For more information, reach out to the USAG-KA Command team through the 
USAG-KA Facebook page. 

Contact the USAG-KA Sexual
Harassment/ Assault Response and

Prevention Victim Advocate

Captain Tameka Edmonson
SHARP Victim Advocate

Work: 480-1419 or

Major Matthew DeMartino
Work: 480-1402

USAG-KA SHARP

 Pager: 808-580-3241
DOD SAFE Helpline: 877-995-5247 
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Wednesday—UA 133 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:15 
p.m.; Tuesday and Saturday—UA 154 (GUM); 
Check-in 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. 

FlyRoi Reservations. To schedule reservations 
and for correspondence related to flights, email 
LCVKwajaleinFlyRoi@versar.com. 

How to dress in the RMI. Out of respect for the 
Marshallese culture, residents are asked to 
dress appropriately when visiting Ebeye, Third 
Island, or anywhere within Kwajalein Atoll. 
Women should wear clothing to cover shoulders 
and knees. None are permitted to wear shorts 
when visiting churches on Ebeye. Men should 
wear long slacks to church.

Kwaj Small Boat Marina hours are 7:30 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Friday through Monday, and on holidays, 
excluding Thanksgiving and Christmas. Morn-
ing boat reservation times are from 7:30 a.m. 
– noon. Afternoon boat reservations are from 
1 – 5 p.m. 

Not Feeling Well? Call 480-2223 to make an ap-
pointment for a COVID-19 test, Tuesday through 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. If you are 
not feeling well, please wear a mask when you 
are around others in the community. 

Operational Security. See something, say some-
thing. All employees on USAG-KA are required 
to receive annual Threat Awareness and Re-
porting Program training provided by KRO; Re-
porting: Report suspicious activities to the Kwa-
jalein Resident Office at 480-9859/1293/8006 at 
Bldg. 1163. 

PCS & Vacation Tips. Notify the post office be-
fore leaving for 30 days or PCS’ing. Per DOD 
4525.6-M, mail is only allowed to be held for 30 
days with or without prior notice. Mail is consid-
ered unclaimed on day 31 and will be returned to 
the sender. Email the post office to authorize pick 
up for your mail and packages. When PCS’ing, 
provide a forwarding address. Contact Jose Bur-
gos-Rivera with questions at 480-3461 and Jose.
Burgos-Rivera@gov2x.com. 

Salon Walk-Ins. Surfside Salon Walk-In Appoint-
ments are available on Fridays from 1:30 - 6 p.m. 

Smoking. USAG-KA, smoking is permitted in 
designated smoking areas only. Smoking and 
cigarette butt receptacles must be at least 50 feet 
from the entrance of facilities. 

Taxi Service. Call 480-TAXI (8294) or 3341 to 

book your ride at least 24 hours in advance of 
check-in time.

Millican Family Pool Hours. Closed for cleaning 
on Thursdays. Open noon to 5 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Open 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays and Mondays. 

The NEC Testing Center Is Open to the Com-
munity - Giving you the head start you need to 
thrive! - Open Tuesday through Saturday by ap-
pointment
Authorized Pearson VUE Test Center. Schedule 
A test Today!
NEC testing Center, 480-4344, FN 1008-131
ACUITY  International

HELP WANTED
For employment with contractors 

within the 
U.S. Army Garrison - Kwajalein Atoll

please check 
contractor company 

websites 
for employment opportunities.

Kwajalein / Roi Namur Licensing
Classes on Kwajalein are every Wednesday 
@0900 Marshallese
@1245 Expats (by appointment only as class 
side is limited)
Classes are in Bldg. 856 Rm 101, Vehicle Main-
tenance Compound
Roi classes every 2nd Friday in Bldg. C, timed 
based on flight schedule
No registration needed for Roi classes.
To register, send email to either of the following:
George.Parker@gov2x.com
Wilson.Kaisha@gov2x.com
...or stop by Bldg. 856, Rm 101
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WEEKLY TROPICAL WEATHER THREAT OUTLOOK
WEATHER DISCUSSION

A weak cyclonic circula-
tion that has affected the re-
gion through the latter half 
of the week will have shifted 
farther west by Saturday, but 
an unsettled weather pattern 
is expected to persist across 
Kwajalein Atoll through 
Monday as a hybrid monsoon 
trough and the Intertropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) 
remain nearby. Periods of 
partly to mostly cloudy skies 
with scattered showers are 
expected each day, with occa-
sional breaks in precipitation 
as the atmosphere temporar-
ily stabilizes between rounds 
of convection. Despite these 
drier intervals, abundant 
tropical moisture will sup-
port the development of ad-
ditional showers, and a slight 
chance of isolated thunder-
storms will continue through 
the period. Surface winds 
will generally light and vari-
able, to close out the week, 
before gradually becoming 
northeast to east around 10-15 
knots over the weekend. 

SATURDAY

Partly sunny to mostly 
cloudy with isolated showers 
and a possible thunderstorm.  
Winds light and variable with 
higher gusts possible near 
showers.

SUNDAY

Partly sunny to mostly 
cloudy with isolated showers 
and a possible thunderstorm.  
Winds NE-E at 10-15 knots 
with higher gusts possible 
near showers.

MONDAY

Partly sunny to mostly 
cloudy with isolated showers 
and a possible thunderstorm.  
Winds NE-E at 10-15 knots 
with higher gusts possible 
near showers.

NEXT WEEK

Overall, warm, humid, and 
unsettled conditions will 
continue across the atoll to 
start off next workweek, with 
no significant changes antic-
ipated.
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short issuance during peri-
ods of gusty outflow near any 
heavy showers.  A High Surf 
Advisory (HSA) is not expect-
ed   

Purpose: 
This weekly briefing is de-

livered Thursday mornings 
to island leadership. The in-
tention of this briefing is to 
provide situational aware-
ness of weather events that 
may interrupt operations 
and transportation around 
Kwajalein, to/from Hawaii 
and Guam, and in the Wake 
vicinity.  The main threat as-
sessed in this brief is existing 
and potential development of 
tropical cyclone activity.  This 
brief also provides an outlook 
of abnormal winds, sea state, 
and precipitation guidance 
for next 7 days around the 
Kwajalein Atoll.  The distri-
bution list will also receive 
updates on any developing 
tropical cyclone activity in 
the Kwajalein region that oc-
cur between the weekly out-
look products.

WEEKLY TROPICAL WEATHER THREAT OUTLOOK
Discussion:
So far in July, we have re-

ceived 3.08” of rain putting 
us at 2.2” above normal with 
more than 20” above normal 
for the year at 54.5”.  Look-
ing at an isolated shower sit-
uation tomorrow morning 
and widely scattered show-
ers briefly for the atoll on 
Saturday.  For the weekend, 
anticipating isolated show-
ers on Sunday with consider-
able cloudiness increasing to 
widely scattered showers on 
Monday morning with a wet 
start to the workweek.  We ex-
perienced one lightning day 
last week.  A thunderstorm 
day is defined by an “in situ” 
lightning strike, meaning 
lightning is observed or thun-
der is heard within five miles 
of the Kwajalein airfield.  The 
lighting risk will be elevated 
on Monday and late morning 
Tuesday.  The Madden/Julian 
Oscillation’s (MJO) is dimin-
ished as a result of the Super 
El Nino event building over 
the tropical Pacific as wester-
ly wind bursts (kelvin waves) 
dominate south of the RMI.  

The Intertropical Conver-
gence Zone (ITCZ) is dimin-
ished terminating near the 
Date Line.  Monsoon Trough 
(MT) is now extending back 
into the eastern FSM.  MTs 
have the tendency to be more 
conducive to tropical cyclone 
formation.  El Nino Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO) is now in 
a Super El Nino phase.  This 
will have the impact of bring-
ing above normal shower cov-
erage until October when it 
will actually bring lower than 
normal precipitation.  There 
will be an elevated west wind 
concern and augmented 
tropical cyclone risk over the 
RMI for the rest of the year.       

 Tropical Cyclones:
Moderate for the RMI: 

watching Invest97 currently 
to the southwest of Kwaja-
lein. 

Damaging West Winds / 
Westerly Swell:

None.  Watching Satur-
day for some possible westly 
winds but look to stay well 
below the warning speed 

threshold.  There are strong 
west winds south of 5N, but 
at 8.5N, we are anticipated to 
be to far north to feel adverse 
effects of these winds which 
are the southern axis of the 
monsoon trough building 
over the southern RMI.  The 
west wind threat will be high-
er this wet season due to the 
Super El Nino. 

Swell / Tide Inudation 
For Kwajalein Atoll and 
Wake Island and Winds:

The waning half-moon will 
occur on the 7th with only 
neap high tides all below 
four feet.  Winds: Tomorrow, 
the winds will come down 
to the single digits through 
most of Sunday and become 
nearly calm and meandering 
at times.  Starting late Sun-
day afternoon, winds will 
increase with a bit of a trade 
wind surge and some help 
from a possible circulation to 
the 10 to 15 knot range out the 
ENE to ESE.  A Small Craft 
Advisory (SCA) is not antici-
pated for the next seven days 
except for the possibility of a 
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Until Next Week!
Until Next Week!


