




0ÁÇÅ Υ 

The United States did not use 

Airborne FACs in every thea-

ter of World War II, and 

while the concept proved it-

self effective provisionally, 

massive post-war demobiliza-

tion caused the idea to dissi-

pate after the war ended.  

When the conflict in Korea 

ramped up in the summer of 

1950, the Air Force found 

itself trying to solve new 

problems of how best to de-

liver CAS to men fighting on 

the Korean front. Rover Joes 

dusted off their radios and 

AN/ARC-1 Jeeps to direct 

airstrikes once again in Korea 

but, the mountainous, fast-paced Korean front was very different from the battlefields of WWII.  

By the beginning of the Korean War, the Rover Joe AN/

ARC-1 Jeeps had seen better days, and troops found 

them highly unsuited for use in the country. Most of the 

Jeeps had to be put out of commission within a week of 

deployment. Even if the Jeeps were able to handle the 

terrain, the lack of visibility and fluid frontline made di-

recting airstrikes from the ground nearly impossible. One 

example of this issue happened early on, directly after 

the North Korean invasion of South Korea on June 

25,1950, and during the following evacuation of Ameri-

can dependents from Korea June 26-28, 1950. After a 

day of evacuation, the Fifth Air Force sent two Tactical 

Air Control Parties (TACPs) to the country to provide 

cover for the evacuation. However, the Jeeps given to the 

Parties struggled against the rough, mountainous terrain 

of Korea, causing them to break down, and they were  

Pulling a ñRover Joeò AN/ARC-1 Jeep over a hill in Korea 

 Robert Futrell  ñThe United States Air Force in Korea 1950-1953ò 

Original patch artwork for the 6147th Tactical Control 

Squadron (Airborne) ñMosquitoesò   

NMUSAF  



0ÁÇÅ Φ  

ultimately not fast enough to maintain consistent visual on the enemy.  

Absence of effective FAC exacerbated the already strenuous problem of CAS in Korea. A lack of airbases in 

the country meant that aircraft flying in Korea had to come from Japan. Pilots responding to a call for CAS had 

about 10 to 15 minutes from when they entered the country to drop ordinance on a target before they needed to 

return to Japan due to fuel restrictions. The Rover Joes struggled to find a target and coordinate with the TAC 

and TACP fast enough to direct an airstrike in this time frame, leading to unanswered CAS requests. 

These issues lead Bryant and 

Mitchell to reinvent the Air-

borne FAC concept, and as the 

first two official Air Force 

FACs, they proved the effec-

tiveness of the tactic instantly. 

By 1 August 1950, the Air 

Force created the 6147th Air-

borne Tactical Control  Squad-

ron as the Air Forceôs Airborne 

FAC squadron, more common-

ly known as the ñMosquitoes.ò 

Mosquitoes primarily flew in 

the T-6 since it had the capaci-

ty to fly ñlow and slowò which 

enabled the FAC to maintain 

visual of the situation on the 

ground. The Mosquito mission did not end with just conducting air strikes, they performed VR missions, sup-

ported emergency rescues, transported other FACs and dignitaries, and even fought in the information war by 

dropping leaflets and directing C-47s equipped with loudspeakers. They operated in a seemingly endless mis-

sion set as a critical part of all aspects of the air war in Korea, and flew constantly to support various missions 

within the conflict. The Mosquitoes became the eyes in the sky not just for incoming fighter-bomber craft but, 

also for leaders on the ground. The frontline in Korea was not easy to pick out, given how often the fighting 

changed, and many Mosquitoes ended up flying farther within enemy territory than they realized as a result of 

the fluid boundaries. Their VR, in many cases, was the most detailed vision leaders could get of the war be-

hind the line. 

As the importance of the Mosquitoes evolved and expanded, so did the Air Forceôs Tactical Air Control Sys-

tem (TACS). The need for a central airborne site for Command and Control became evident and evolved into 

the ñMosquito Mellowò concept. Using a C-47 as the platform, seven air controllers flew at 10,000-13,000 feet 

Flight Operations Building at K-47 in Chunchon, Korea.  
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C-47 ñSkytrainò fitted out as a ñMosquito Mellowò 
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T-6D next to an AN/ARC-1 ñRover Joeò Jeep. This T-6 is on display at the National Museum of the 

United States Air Force  
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Menu for Thanksgiving Dinner  with the 6147th Tactical Air 

Control Squadron (Airborne) in 1953.  

NARA 

Royal Canadian Regiment pilot (right) flying the FAC mission 

as a ñMosquitoò  
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Mosquito Pilot and Observer flying in the T-6 over Korea.  
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Marylin Monroe on her visit to Korea as part of her USO tour in 1954, sporting a jacket 

with the ñMosquitoò patch  

NMUSAF 

Former Mosquito, Col. Jack Taylor (ret.) talking with SSgt Luna at Scott, AFB during a 6147th 

Reunion. Taylor spent time as a POW after being shot down during the Korean War and later became 

the Director of the Air Force Ballistic Missiles Division at Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, OH. 
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