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About the 53rd Troop Scoop
The 53rd Troop Scoop is published
to the web quarterly as approved by the 
53rd Troop Command, New York Army 
National Guard, and New York State 
Division of Military and Naval Affairs. 
Views that appear in this publication are 
not necessarily those of the Department 
of Defense, the Army or the National 
Guard.
Submissions
Articles and photos are welcome. 
Please provide articles in Microsoft 
Word format along with high resolu-
tion digital (jpg.) photos by e-mail to 
thomas.w.wheeler@us.army.mil. Sub-
mission deadlines are as follows:
Winter Edition- March 15
Spring Edition- June 15
Summer Edition- September 15
Fall Edition- December 15
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FRONT COVER (LEFT): Soldiers assigned to the 
NYARNG’s CERFP elements practise their new found 
skills during the NYARNG’s Defense Support to Civil 
Authorities exercise held at the Rockland County Fire 
Training Center located in Pomona, NY, November 
20, 2010. 
BACK COVER:  The NYARNGs 827th Engineers 
are forward deployed to Southeastern Afghanistan to  
assist in the building of Afghanistan infrastructure as 
well as the completion of ongoing FOB projects. 
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have an obligation to ensure we are perform-
ing these critical reviews.  We play a signifi-
cant role in who will be the future leaders of 
the NYARNG.  This is an area where we must 
be fully involved. 

 I would like to echo the Commanders sentiments con-
cerning the Holiday season and keeping our fellow deployed 
Soldiers in your thoughts.  We have great Soldiers who have 
just returned, are preparing, or are currently deployed.  We are 
proud of all of them and wish them the very best.
 I would also like to discuss a critical topic, Enlisted 
Promotions.  We are well in to the Enlisted Promotion cycle.  
The packets for selection of SGM/CSM have been submitted, 
reviewed and the new list will be published in the near future.   
 The packets for selection of MSG/1SG will be due short-
ly with each grade following.  The proper completion of these 
packets is critical to our organization.  The packets MUST be 
reviewed by every member of the NCO Support channel up to 
the promotion level.  For example, I (and every member of the 
NCO Support Channel) should have reviewed every packet 
submitted for promotion to E9.  The Brigade CSM’s (and ev-
ery member of the NCO Support Channel) MUST review ev-
ery packet submitted for promotion to E7 and E8.  The Bat-
talion CSM’s (and every member of the NCO Support Channel) 
MUST review every packet submitted for promotion to E5 and 
E6.  These reviews will ensure that we have afforded every Sol-
dier the opportunity to fairly compete for promotions within the 
NYARNG.  Every Soldiers promotion is important, and we





said Sgt. Kevin Lang, a fellow Sol-
dier in the company and founder of 
the Heroes‘ March.   Gonzalez went 
door to door passing out a combined 
total of over 400 flyers and letters 
and collected food from his neigh-
bors. He was motivated in part, he 
said, after Lang and other members 
of the 105th MP Company helped 
him last year during the holidays 
when he fell upon hard times.   
  “My son was hospitalized last 
year at this time,” Gonzalez said. 
“Members of the unit came to the 
hospital and asked me if I needed 
anything.”   
   His commitment to the Hunger 
March intensified after receiving 
the support of his unit during a dif-
ficult time, Gonzalez said.   
     “I don’t think people should suf-
fer during the Holidays,” he said. 
“This was my way of giving back.”   
     The potential for wintry weather 
would not stop the Soldiers’ plan to 

go on with the march.  More than 
eight inches of snow fell at Buf-
falo Airport in the hours before the 
march, with some two to three feet 
of lake effect snow falling south of 
Buffalo.   
   Buffalo received national atten-
tion when motorists were stranded 
on the New York State Thruway for 
some 12 hours when a four-mile 
stretch of highway was closed due 
to those lake effect snows on Dec. 
2.  
   “We knew we were going to do 
it, regardless of the weather,” Lang 
said.   
     The moral was so high. We knew 
we were going to do it, regardless 
of the weather,” Lang said.  “Any-
time they [the Soldiers] can get out 
and do something like this they get 
fired-up.”   
     For the morning of the march, the 
Western New York skies cleared, 
winds were low and the brisk tem-

perature hovered near 20 de-
grees. But the 105th showed no 
signs of slowing down along 
their route of march until they 
reached their destination.   
    “Once we got moving, the 
motivation from the event 
helped keep us warm,” Lang 
said.   
     The food collected by the 
105th MP Company was do-
nated to the Western New York 
Food Bank to benefit families 
in the area during the holiday 
season.  
    Supporters of the Heroes‘ 
March included the Wegman’s 
Grocery Stores, the Vietnam 
Veterans/Legacy Veterans and 
the Buffalo area Recruiting 
and Retention Command.
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down.
    After com-
pleting dental, 
the Soldiers 
continue on 
to get blood 
drawn and vac-
cinations.  Sgt. 
Robert Lam-
orte, a medi-
cal specialist 
with MedCom, 
helps to ensure 
that each Sol-
dier gets the 
necessary vac-
cinations and 
testing.
    Organizing 
the week be-
fore allows the 
medical staff 
to prepare im-
munization re-
cords for each 
Soldier.  This 
makes process-
ing go more quickly.  The shots are 
given and blood is drawn with only 
a brief sit in a chair and a no fuss 
attitude.
      With only three and some fold-
ing tables, hundreds of Soldiers are 
processed through this station with-
out a problem.
    “We don’t worry about it,” Lam-
orte said.  “We’ve all been doing 
this for a long time and most Sol-
diers know what is happening and 
are prepared to let us do our job.”
Moving through the different medi-
cal stations, the Soldiers eyesight is 
tested as well.  The vision station 
can hold people up, Hannon said.      
      Any servicemember with glasses 
or contacts are sent to an extra sta-
tion to get an exam to update their 
prescription.  

    
Mental health is something that is 
reviewed individually with each 
Soldier.  Depression or other mental 
issues effects not only the individual 
but the unit as well.
    A substantial amount of coordi-
nation and planning goes into set-
ting up Soldier Readiness Process-
ing.  While the time spent waiting 
in line could be extensive at times, 
each unit came away from the SRP 
with updated personnel records and 
an accurate gage of their Soldiers 
overall health and readiness.
    “It’s good for everyone,” Hannon 
said.  “Being ready to deploy looks 
good for the state, the unit, and on 
down to the individual soldier to 
make sure they are both physically 
and mentally ready to deploy.”



Guard, the volunteer New York 
Guard (A state defense force), 
and participating Rockland 
County-based law enforce-
ment and emergency response 
took part in the Defense Sup-
port to Civil Authorities exer-
cise.
    Like a clip from the movie 
“Sum of All Fears” with Ben 
Affleck and Morgan Free-
man, figures in yellow and 
blue chemical protection 
suits with hi-tech gadgets that 
looked like they were straight 
out of an episode of Star Trek, 
checked the site for deadly 
chemicals and evacuated the 
wounded to decontamination 
tents for treatment.
   “These exercises are man-
datory to maintain our profi-
ciency,” said Lt. Col. David, 
Gagnon, commander of the 
104th Military Police Bat-
talion and the CERFP. “The 

CERFP generally rotates the loca-
tion of the exercise to integrate with 
different communities throughout 
New York State in order to show lo-
cal authorities what capabilities we 
bring.”
   The exercise began with a call to 
the local fire department about a 
structure fire and quickly resulted in 
a call for back up from the Rockland 
County Hazardous Materials Team.
    “My team went in with normal fire-
fighter protective equipment and re-
ported back that there were multiple 
casualties with a heavy, strong chem-
ical odor,” said Pete Byrne, Incident 
Commander and Assistant Fire Chief 
for the Pomona, NY, Fire Company. 
“ At that point I backed our crews out 
and called for the Rockland County 
hazardous materials team,” added 
Bryne. 
    “They [Rockland County 
HAZMAT] arrived on the scene and 
went down with meters confirming 
that there were multiple casualties 



and several DOA’s (Dead on Ar-
rivals), two live casualties, heavy 
smoke conditions in the building,’ 
added Bryne. “What they found in-
side made us realize that this was 
much more than just a normal house-
hold materials incident so we backed 
out again and called in the military to 
come in and assist.”
    The New York National Guard’s 
24th Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Civil Support Team (CST)quickly 
responded and performed a thorough 
check of the area to determine what 
chemical, biological or radiological 
agents may be present. 
    After determining the danger, ex-
traction elements of the CERFP de-
scended on the scene and evacuated 
the wounded for treatment at decon-
tamination facilities set up on the hill 
above the scene. 
    New York Army and Air National 
Guard personnel quickly responded 
to casualties requiring assistance and 
separated each based on ambulatory 
category treating and decontamina-
tion the wounded as well as response 
personnel. 
    Gagnon and Byrne both stressed 
the benefits of recurring joint civil-
ian, military disaster training. 
    Once they see it they really start to 
understand what type of force we are 
and how we can help to facilitate any 
kind of decontamination and treat-
ment of casualties when their capa-

bilities have been exceeded,” added 
Gagnon. “It also helps us to better in-
tegrate and learn about local authori-
ties and what assets they have,” said 
Gagnon.
    “I think it’s a win,” Bryne said of 
the exercise. “It establishes relation-
ships between emergency services 
and the military that from our expe-
rience are critical to the success of an 
incident response.”
  The CERFP currently consists 
of Soldiers assigned to the Kings-
ton based 104th MP Battalion, the 
Brooklyn based 222nd Chemi-
cal Company, search and extrac-
tion teams from the Kingston based 
1156th Engineer Company, medical 
elements of the New York Air Na-
tional Guard and volunteers from the 
New York Guard. 
    The New York Air National Guard 
provides medical personnel for the 
CERFP medical section. Airmen 

from the 105th Security Forces 
Squadron of the New York Air Na-
tional Guard’s 105th Airlift Wing at 
Stewart Air National Guard Base in 
Newburgh, provided the security de-
tachment for the exercise.
    The 104th recently took control of 
the CERFP mission from the 102nd 
MPs based in Auburn, NY and con-
ducted training and validations on 
July 1, 2010 at the Camp Smith Train-
ing Area, Cortlandt Manor, NY. 
    The New York National Guard 
trains regularly to work with civil-
ian authorities in natural disasters or 
terrorist attacks, said Brig. Gen. Ren-
wick Payne, the Director of the Joint 
Staff.
  “Our Soldiers and Airmen are 
trained and ready to respond to any 
emergency around the state from ice 
storms, to flooding, to chemical, ra-
diological or biological attacks, he 
said.



gram includes improving profes-
sionalism of food service personnel 
in order to provide the best qual-
ity product and service to military 
members, and to provide recogni-
tion for excellence in the prepara-
tion and service of food in Army 
dining facilities, and during field 
kitchen operations.
  “The Connelly competition is 
where we come out to a field setting 
and what we do is cook our food 
in an MKT, and our whole goal is 
to feed Soldiers in the field,” said 
Ashley R. Biase. “We are cooking 
for about 96 Soldiers and we have 
about four and a half hours to pre-
pare our holiday meal.”
     Awards for winning the competi-
tion include scholarships to a presti-

gious culinary school, trophy bowls 
and plaques awarded at a special 
ceremony, attendance at IFSEA’s 
annual awards ceremony, and rec-
ognition throughout the Army for 
significant accomplishments.
     The cooks of the 204th Eng. Btn., 
made it to the final cook off by win-
ning the regional competition in 
June which was held in Binghamp-
ton, N.Y.
   “Winners will not be announced 
until January, but I definitely think 
we have a good chacne to win,” said 
Chad J. Clark, commander, 204th 
Eng. Btn. “These Soldiers did a 
great job during the regional com-
petition and are highly motivated, 
and I hope we are at the awards cer-
emony in April.”
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