











Senior leaders tour
new VA facilities

Col. Andrew Baker, Los Angeles District commander, joined LA District
teammates and their Department of Veterans Affairs’ Office of Construc-
tion and Facilities Management counterparts July 17 to see the latest
developments on the Spinal Cord Injury/Community Living Center as it
nears completion.

Now at about 94 percent complete, the SLI/CLC facility will provide
care to veterans and active-duty personnel with spinal cord injuries and
disorders, who live in the San Diego and Imperial counties in California,
and in Arizona and southern Nevada.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT:

Dr. Frank Pearson, director of the VA San Diego Healthcare System, left, talks
with Col. Andrew Baker, LA District commander, right, during a July 17 tour of
the nearly complete Spinal Cord Injury/Community Living Center.

Roberto Paredes, resident engineer with the LA District, far left, provides
updates during a tour of the Spinal Cord Injury/Community Living Center for
Col. Andrew Baker, LA district commander, third from left, and representatives
with the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Office of Construction and Facilities
Management.

Members of the LA District and the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Office
of Construction and Facilities Management begin a tour of the Spinal Cord
Injury/Community Living Center in San Diego.

A nearly finished section of the Spinal Cord Injury/Community Living Center
reflects the project’s progress. Once complete, the facility will provide
advanced care for veterans and active-duty personnel with spinal cord injuries
and disorders across southern California, Arizona and southern Nevada.

Capt. Gregory Sacenti, a project engineer with the Los Angeles District, right,
briefs teammates and VA partners July 17 on the progress inside the Spinal
Cord Injury/Community Living Center in San Diego, California.
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Engineering students
tour Prado Dam

J) - Students and faculty with California State
= Polytechnic University-Pomona toured Prado

": 1 B¢ Dam Aug. 6 in Corona, California. The Cal
: s Arn‘i £ = B Poly-Pomona incoming transfer students

; Qrp : — who are majoring in several different
,°f JE N : . engineering disciplines — are enrolled in
. nQI [ikdes Ps A Cal Poly-Pomona Engineering Department’s
S ety . W) Bridge Program, funded by the National
LOS An r’,(',[r ] WS"f 1 - - - | Science Foundation. The program offers
A Sl i ‘ three primary categories to ensure students’
academic success: recruitment, retention and
faculty development activities. The tour of
Prado Dam was part of a field trip to introduce
the students to industry professionals.

During the tour, LA District engineers and
project managers briefed the students about
Prado Dam and the Santa Ana River Mainstem
project and presented a real-world project
challenge of building a bridge for the students
to work on in their program. The LA District = L —

is working on finalizing a Memorandum of Photos by Dena O'Dell

LA District hosts 2025 third-quarter town hall ongoing and futurs partnership, | ﬂtégiéf‘s%ft?{’éi’c?f'i?éi‘iis‘t!’fn',’%'ijﬁfg ::&:2:%571";ﬁﬁg;}::’;::::?:: engineering
students during an Aug. our at Prado Dam In Corona, Calirornia.
District leaders highlight achievements, recognize award winners
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District hosted its 2025 third-quarter town hall and awards presentation
Aug. 19 at the district headquarters in downtown LA. The event gave leaders a chance to share updates, highlight
recent successes and recognize employees for their outstanding contributions to the mission.

Photos by Richard Rivera
Col. Andrew Baker, commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District, and Kim Thomas, deputy district engineer for
Programs and Project Management, lead the district’s third-quarter town hall and awards presentation Aug. 19 in downtown LA.

David Van Dorpe, chief of the Department of Veterans
Affairs Project Execution Office, USACE South Pacific
Division, third from left, talks to Cal Poly-Pomona
incoming engineering students during an Aug. 6 tour at
Prado Dam in Corona, California.

ABOVE: Sean Hutchison, deputy project manager for the
Prado Spillway and Santa Ana River Mainstem project,
discusses a real-world project for students to work on at
school during a presentation Aug. 6 at the Prado Resident
Office in Corona, California.

LEFT: Lt. Col. Stephen Brooks, deputy commander of the Los Angeles District,
announces award winners during the third-quarter town hall and awards
presentation Aug. 19 at the district headquarters building in downtown LA.

ABOVE: Col. Andrew Baker, commander of the Los Angeles District, right,
presents the Jennie Ayala “Beyond the Call of Duty” Award to LA District
employee Kevin Lam Nguyen, left, during the district’s third-quarter town hall
Aug. 19. Nguyen was recognized for his outstanding administrative support,
professionalism and commitment to the district’s mission.

LEFT: Incoming Cal Poly-Pomona transfer students,
faculty members and LA District employees pose for
a picture Aug. 6 in front of the Prado Dam intake and
control tower at Prado Dam in Corona, California.
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Photo by Stephen Baack
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers South Pacific Division Regional Business Director Brian Kamisato, second from right, chairs a meeting with
USACE and Department of Veterans Affairs leaders, contractors and project delivery team members Aug. 7 at the LA District’s San Diego
Resident Office at the Jennifer Moreno Veterans Affairs Medical Center in San Diego to discuss the final stretch of construction.

USACE leaders visit San Diego VA Medical Center
to rally final push on Spinal Cord Injury facility

BY STEPHEN BAACK
LA DISTRICT PUBLIC AFFAIRS

SAN DIEGO — Senior leaders with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Department
of Veterans Affairs met Aug. 7 at the Jennifer
Moreno Department of Veterans Affairs Medi-
cal Center campus to review progress on the
nearly complete Spinal Cord Injury/Commu-
nity Living Center.

Los Angeles District Commander Col. An-
drew Baker joined South Pacific Division
Business Director Brian Kamisato Aug. 7 to
check in with the team on the ground, which
included USACE and DVA Office of Con-
struction and Facilities Management team-
mates, the DVA San Diego Healthcare System
and leaders from contracting partners Walsh
and Archer-Western.

Meeting and tour attendees discussed the final

stretch of construction on the 197,000-square-
foot facility as they knock down the final tar-
gets and solve problems together, all while reaf-
firming the purpose and shared goal behind the
work: delivering for veterans.

“I’'m most interested in ensuring we keep
a common perspective between USACE, the
contractor, Department of Veterans Affairs’
Construction and Facilities Management and
the medical center on all of this,” Baker said.
“I think this was a great opportunity to do that
with all the players and synchronize on the
work and any challenges ahead.”

USACE’s team consists of the LA District,
which is leading the effort; the Albuquerque
District, which is providing engineering sup-
port; the U.S. Army Engineering and Support
Center, Huntsville, and its Medical Center of
Expertise; and the Program Executive Office

at the South Pacific Division, which provides
guidance and standardization for Department
of Veterans Affairs’ projects.

This project, a collaboration between US-
ACE and the DVA Office Construction and
Facilities Management, is entering its home
stretch, thanks to strong partnership.

“Projects like this demand strong teamwork
and communication, and it’s important we all
understand the perspectives of one another,”
Kamisato said. “We must communicate trans-
parently and often.”

The nearly complete Spinal Cord Injury/
Community Living Center, which is scheduled
to open its doors to veterans later this year,
will provide care to veterans and active-duty
personnel with spinal cord injuries and dis-

‘FACILITY’ continued on Page 23
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orders, who live in the San
Diego and Imperial counties
in California, and in Arizona
and southern Nevada.
Additionally, part of the
larger project is the com-
pleted and fully operational
seven-level parking struc-
ture that can accommodate
more than 900 vehicles. The
parking structure officially
opened in September 2023.
The new SCI/CLC facil-
ity, which is replacing the
current building at the cam-
pus, is a 197,000-square-
foot, six-level, standalone
structure. The current center
is one of 25 spinal cord in-
jury and disorder facilities
at VA centers throughout the
U.S. Each center has teams
of experienced medical pro-
fessionals trained to deal
with the unique challenges
that affect those with spinal
cord injuries and disorders.
In addition to the new
facility and its services, the
new space will allow de-
compression of the main
hospital. Follow-on projects
will facilitate conversion of
multi-patient rooms to single
beds, and conversion of the
existing SCI unit will sup-
port ambulatory care.
“We’re going to deliver
this as a team,” Kamisato
said. “This is not only a
USACE project; this is ev-
eryone’s project. I just think
about the day when patients
are starting to be seen in this
new facility. I keep my eye
on that because that’s really
what we’re doing here.”

Capt. Gregory Sacenti,
project engineer with
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Los Angeles
District, center, leads a tour
ofthe nearly complete Spinal
Cord Injury/Community
Living Center Aug. 7 at the
Jennifer Moreno Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in
San Diego.

Photos by Stephen Baack

Now in its final phase of construction, the new Spinal Cord Injury/Community Living Center is pictured Aug. 7
at the Jennifer Moreno Veterans Affairs Medical Center in San Diego.

/

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Department of Veterans Affairs leaders, contractors and project delivery
team members see the nearly complete therapy pool in the Spinal Cord Injury/Community Living Center
building Aug. 7 at the Jennifer Moreno Veterans Affairs Medical Center in San Diego.
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Photo by Dena O‘Del

Marine veteran Christopher Scott Louie, center, cuts the ribbon during a ceremony celebrating the opening of the VA Long Beach Healthcare
System’s mental health in-patient and out-patient facilities Aug. 28 in Long Beach, California. Also pictured are, from left to right, Dr. Larry
Albers, chief of psychiatry and mental health; Dr. Carolyn Clancy, assistant under secretary for health for Discovery, Education and Affiliate
Networks; Walt Dannenberg, VA Long Beach Medical Center director; Dr. Sharon De Peralta, chief of Patient Care Services, Mental Health; and

Stephanie Young, VISN Interim Network director.

VA Long Beach celebrates opening of mental health facilities

BY DENA O’DELL
LA DISTRICT PUBLIC AFFAIRS

LONG BEACH, Calif. — Department
of Veterans Affairs officials celebrated the
opening of two mental health facilities with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony Aug. 28 at the
Tibor Rubin VA Medical Center campus in
Long Beach.

The mental health buildings — constructed
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Los An-
geles District and its contractors — include an
80,000-square-foot outpatient facility and an
82,000-square-foot, 40-bed inpatient facility.

“This day marks the start of a new era in
mental health services at the VA Long Beach
Healthcare System,” said Walt Dannenberg,
VA Long Beach Medical Center director. “It is
an honor for us to renew our commitment to
serve veterans.”

The Long Beach VA Mental Health System
treats more than 20,000 veterans annually for
mental health conditions.

U.S. Marine veteran Christopher Scott Lou-

ie, who served from 2008 to 2012, including
a deployment to Afghanistan, provided special
remarks during the ceremony.

“This center represents not just a structure,
but a commitment to the well-being of the vet-
erans and customers with the support and care
we all try to provide,” he said.

After arriving at the Long Beach VA in
2012, Louie said he began prioritizing his
mental health, which also led to a passion for
dog training.

“The lessons I learned along the way have
not only guided my professional path, but
have also enriched my relationship with my
wife, kids and my family,” he said, choking
back tears. “For all of you here today, it is
truly an honor to speak on behalf of those
who have served and sacrificed for our coun-
try. Thank you for your dedication, compas-
sion and supporting our veterans. Together,
let us continue to foster a culture of healing
and resilience.”

Officials broke ground on the facilities on

Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2018. The ground-
breaking ceremony coincided with the medi-
cal center’s eighth annual Veterans Day cel-
ebration, which also commemorated 100 years
since the end of World War L.

Kevin Thomas, resident engineer with the
USACE Los Angeles District’s Long Beach
VA office, said this was the first project that
USACE collaborated on with the Department
of Veterans Affairs Construction and Facili-
ties Management.

“From a safety standpoint, this project be-
came the model for how we manage safety
on mega projects, not only in the Los Ange-
les District, but across the entire U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers,” said Chris Rainwater,
former chief of USACE Los Angeles Dis-
trict’s Safety and Occupational Health Of-
fice. “We implemented some innovative
techniques — a true emphasis on partnership
and collaboration, far beyond words, ensur-

‘OPENING’ continued on Page 25
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ing that a safety standard was enforced and a
safety culture was established. That has been
revolutionary across the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. We are very proud of that.”

Philip Serpa Jr., senior project manager with
USACE Los Angeles District’s Long Beach
VA office, has worked on the project since US-
ACE awarded the contract in 2017.

“A lot of hands have been on this project
— a lot of hard work; a lot of effort,” he said.
“This is a culmination of that — two beautiful
buildings. It’s just a testament of the hard work
for USACE and its partners with VA.”

The Long Beach VA Healthcare System cur-
rently serves more than 50,000 veterans.

“This is for them (the veterans),” Serpa said.
“These facilities will serve them for many
years now. [ am very grateful to have worked
on these from the very beginning and very hap-
py that they are going to be used.”

Consolidating the Long Beach VA mental
health care facilities into two buildings will
make it faster and easier for veterans to locate
the services they need, said Dr. Larry Albers,
chief of psychiatry and mental health at the VA
Long Beach Healthcare System, who spoke
during the ceremony.

“To the veterans in attendance: ‘Welcome

Building 800

Mental Health %
Inpatient Clinic
(/

Photos by Dena O'Dell

Marine veteran Christopher Scott Louie shares his story while speaking during a ribbon-
cutting ceremony for the opening of the Veterans Affairs Long Beach Healthcare System's
mental health in-patient and out-patient facilities Aug. 28 in Long Beach, California.

home.”” Albers said. “Thank you for your ser-
vice. You are appreciated and deserve the high-
est quality care, and that is our goal.”

USACE Los Angeles District also is working
on a three-story, 181,000 -square-foot Com-
munity Living Center at the VA Long Beach
campus, which is designed to facilitate medical

care for veterans in need of additional support,
particularly aging veterans. The Community
Living Center will be a 120-bed facility con-
sisting of 10 patient units with 12 beds each.
Once the new center is complete, USACE will
demolish the existing Community Living Cen-
ter at the campus.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District project managers, engineers and safety specialists, who managed the construction of the
VA Long Beach Healthcare System's mental health in-patient and out-patient facilities, pose for a picture following a ribbon-cutting ceremony
signifying the opening of the facilities Aug. 28 in Long Beach, California.
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National Public Lands Day

Volunteers unite to restore, celebrate Whittier Narrows

BY DENA O’DELL
LA DISTRICT PUBLIC AFFAIRS

SOUTH EL MONTE, Calif. — More than
100 volunteers turned out on a misty Saturday
morning Sept. 27 at the Whittier Narrows Na-
ture Center to help remove trash, debris and in-
vasive plants from the area.

The volunteers were participating in National
Public Lands Day, marking the district’s sixth
year of participation, in partnership with Los
Angeles County Department of Parks and Rec-
reation and numerous other organizations.

This year’s event came full circle, as the
Whittier Narrows Recreation Area was the site
for the Los Angeles District’s first National Pub-
lic Lands Day in September 2019.

Col. Andrew Baker, USACE Los Angeles
District commander, welcomed participants,
thanking them for volunteering, and gave ac-
colades to USACE Los Angeles District park
rangers for coordinating the annual event.

“This is one of my favorite things that we get
to do every year,” Baker said, adding this is his
third and final National Public Lands Day event
with the district, as he has nine months left as
the Los Angeles District commander.

“We do a lot of great things in the Corps,”
he said. “I like to say that we have a righteous
mission — everything we do makes somebody’s
life better in some way, whether it’s flood-risk
management, keeping people safe in and around
areas that might be prone to floods; whether it’s
military construction — we do so much work

for our nation’s defense; we do a lot of work for
the veterans administration, building hospitals
for our veterans.

“This is something we can do that has a di-
rect impact ... we’re going out there cleaning
up trash — that really has an impact on all our
neighbors and communities, so thank you to all
the volunteers. It really means a lot, and, hope-
fully, it is as meaningful for you as it is for me.”

During this year’s event, volunteers removed
litter and debris from the San Gabriel River area
upstream of the Whittier Narrows Dam and re-
moved invasive plants and weeds along walking
trails at the Whittier Narrows Nature Center.

Husband and wife duo Cliff and Gabi Mclean,
both members of the San Gabriel Mountains
Chapter of the California Native Plant Society,
were two of the many volunteers.

While Cliff picked up trash and debris along
the trails, Gabi assisted local Girl Scouts and
parents with identifying native plants in the area
and removing invasive ones.

Gabi said she and her husband volunteered
because they care about the land and about the
people who benefit from it.

“It’s a very urban area, and the river is creating
this beautiful island of natural habitat,” she said.
“Not everyone has the money to drive into the
mountains. I care about people that benefit from
the plants. That’s what brings me out here.”

Volunteers, like the Mcleans, had many var-
ied reasons for participating in the event.

Ruby Hunter and her daughter, Lily, a Girl
Scout with Troop 2203, out of the Temple City/
El Monte area, wanted to do something different
and give back to their community.

Andre Sanchez of Pico Rivera said he was
passionate about native plants and wanted to
help clean up the area.

Florina Covarruvias of South El Monte also
wanted to help her community out.

Steve Huber, a member of the Whittier Area
Audubon Society, said he and his organization
are interested in habitat restoration for endan-
gered species in the area.

Some, like Sarah Hall, heard about the
event through a flyer USACE published seek-
ing volunteers.

Her son’s Boy Scout Troop — Troop 438 out
of Whittier — felt like this was a great oppor-
tunity to teach the boys about environmental
stewardship.

“We are out here because the boys need to
work in the environment, and, for some, for
their rank, they need their conservation hours,”
Hall said. “Some of them are here because they
were available, and we talk about how good it is
to give back to the community to clean up our

‘NPLD’ continued on Page 27

Members of the Scouts of America Troop 438 walk along the San Gabriel Bike Path after picking up trash and debris in the Whittier Narrows
Recreation Area during the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District’s National Public Lands Day event, in partnership with the Los
Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation and multiple other agencies, Sept. 27 in South El Monte, Calif.
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environment; to keep our environment safe. It’s
a really good opportunity for us to be here. 'm
so glad that we discovered the ad to come and
do this. We look forward to coming and doing
this again ... we want this to grow.”

USACE Los Angeles District Park Ranger
Marlene Schmitt, who coordinated this year’s
event, said planning began several months ago.

“We literally started planning for this event
three months ago,” Schmitt said. “We reached out
to lots of different organizations and partners,”
adding many of them participated, which made
the event a huge success.

About 105 volunteers participated in this year’s
event, she said, with volunteer hours equaling
$14,203 in savings to the federal government. Par-
ticipants removed more than 4,800 pounds of lit-
ter, debris and invasive plants from the area.

“It was a success,” said USACE LA District
Park Ranger Nick Figueroa. “They brought their
A-game and just killed it out there today!”

Those participating in the event received a
fee-free coupon for a one-day entrance or day-
use fee at any participating federal agency’s
park, forest or recreation area that charges either
type of fees.

ABOUT NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY

National Public Lands Day, which occurs
annually on the fourth Saturday in September,
was established in 1994. It is organized annu-
ally by the National Environmental Education
Foundation and is the nation's largest single-
day volunteer effort for public, fostering a
strong connection between people and the
environment, and educating and cultivating
environmental stewards.”

Gabi Mclean, a member of the San Gabriel Mountains Chapter of the California Native Plant
Society, second from right, educates Ruby Hunter of Temple City, left; her daughter, Lily, Girl
Scout Troop 2203, Temple City/El Monte, second from left; and Emma Shideler of Los Angeles,
right, about native plants during the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District’s
National Public Lands Day event, in partnership with the Los Angeles County Department of
Parks and Recreation and multiple other agencies, Sept. 27 at the Whittier Narrows Nature

Center in South El Monte, California.

VOLUNTEERS AND PARTNER
ORGANIZATIONS:

Los Angeles County Department of Parks and
Recreation; Whittier Area Audubon Society; Cal-
ifornia Native Plant Society — San Gabriel Moun-
tains Chapter; Whittier Narrows Nature Center
Associates; State of California Conservation
Corps — Pomona and Los Angeles Centers; South
El Monte High School; Los Angeles County De-
partment of Public Works; Los Angeles County

Sheriff’s Department — Mounted Enforcement
Detail; Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
— Parks Bureau; Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board — Region 4: Los Angeles;
National Environmental Education Foundation;
L.A. Works; Girl Scouts of America; Boy Scouts
of America; San Gabriel Valley Conservation
Corps; Global Safety; Juan Matias Sanchez Ado-
be; and Yesteryears Anza Trail (Juan Bautista de
Anza National Historic Trail).

Representatives from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District, LA County Department of Parks and Recreation, Whittier Narrows
Nature Center and multiple partner agencies and volunteers pose for a picture Sept. 27 during the start of USACE LA District’s National
Public Lands Day event, in partnership with LA County, at the Whittier Narrows Nature Center in South El Monte, Calif. About 100 volunteers
participated in the event.
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