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Welcome back to November drill and our last
four-day drill for the year. As we move into the
holiday season, I want to take a moment to
reflect on all that we’ve accomplished together
this year and thank each of you for your hard
work, dedication, and sacrifices. This time of
year is not only about celebrating with friends
and family but also about acknowledging the
extraordinary commitment you bring to our
mission every day. 

I know that serving in the Idaho Air National
Guard means balancing multiple
responsibilities – family, civilian careers, and our
call to duty. Each of you plays a vital role in 
ensuring that our unit is mission ready and resilient. I am proud of how we’ve
supported one another to achieve our goals to be adaptable and agile in this
time of Great Power Competition. Our wing’s exceptional strength comes from
the professionalism and spirit of camaraderie that you all bring to the fight, and
I am grateful for each of you.

Throughout the upcoming holidays, let’s continue to look out for one another. If
you know of a fellow Airman or family member who could use extra support,
please reach out. We are stronger together, and this season is a time to show
that unity and care in our actions. 

If you or a fellow Airman could benefit from assistance over the holidays, please
contact the Idaho National Guard Service Member & Family Support team. They
are currently accepting requests for Thanksgiving and Christmas assistance for
service members of the Idaho National Guard and their direct dependents.
Please see the flyer on pg. 11 for more information and application deadlines. 

Thank you again for your service and dedication. I look forward to seeing all
that we will accomplish together in the coming year. Have a safe and happy
holiday season, and please make sure to take time to relax and recharge with
loved ones. 

FROM THE 124TH FIGHTER WING COMMANDER

C O L .  C H A D  K O R N B E R GC O L .  C H A D  K O R N B E R G
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Go Guard, ATTACK!
COL. KORNBERG



C O M M A N D E R ' SC O M M A N D E R ' S   
P R I O R I T I E SP R I O R I T I E S
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FUTURE
FUTURE

We will train in earnest, pushing our comfort levels as we
develop and execute agile combat employment concepts in
order to produce Airmen who will be ready and relevant to
support our federal mission and our enduring state
responsibilities.

We will develop our Airmen to be the leaders we need today
and into the future by keeping them relevant in their AFSC
skills and training them to be agile in execution. We will
continue to look for opportunities to push decision making to
the lowest level that makes sense while providing training and
command intent to best equip our Airmen with the necessary
information to make those operational decisions. Our families
are the reason many of us serve, and we will look to offer them
opportunities to grow and be involved and aware of our
mission. We will continue to maintain a strong relationship with
our civilian employers, civic leaders, and our community
partners.

The best way we protect our future is by being ready and
relevant today with the missions we currently have. Our
training plan should provide the necessary training and
development of our Airmen that will allow for mission success
during the next available window or state activation. If we
continue to put our best operational foot forward today and
train our Airmen to be agile, resilient leaders, we are preparing
for tomorrow. We will strive to sustain and modernize our
installation so that we have relevant facilities today and for
years to come. We will look for opportunities to integrate with
our joint partners, whether that be our community, state, other
states, active duty, other services, or other nations.

124FW TRAINING EFFORT FOR 2024:
RELEVANT NOW AND 

READY FOR TOMORROW; 
WITH THE TOOLS WE HAVE TODAY.

A T T A C K !A T T A C K !
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ON THE COVER 
U.S. Air Force pilot, 1st Lt. Matt Donnellan,
assigned to the 190th Fighter Squadron,
surrenders to opposing forces, represented
by the 11th Armored Calvary Regiment,
during a pilot rescue exercise at Fort Irwin
Army Base, San Bernardino County, Oct.
29, 2024. Donnellan was tasked to evade
opposing forces and call for evacuation.
(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Senior
Airman Jadyn Eisenbrandt)
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S t o r y  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  
S e n i o r  A i r m a n  J a d y n  E i s e n b r a n d t

Pilots from the 124th Fighter Wing’s 190th Fighter
Squadron competed in Hawgsmoke, a biennial
United States Air Force bombing, missile, and
tactical gunnery competition for A-10 Thunderbolt
II units, September 11-14, 2024, at Davis Monthan Air
Force Base in Tucson, AZ.

The competition is focused on the A-10 and its
unique combat capabilities. Not only is there a
competitive component to the event, but there is
also the opportunity for current and former pilots to
engage, teach and learn from each other.

Hawgsmoke opened with a remembrance
ceremony for fallen A-10 pilots, which also included
a missing-man formation flyover.

Prior to the flying competition, a weapons loading
event was held where crews went head-to-head in
a tournament style timed weapons load. 

2024 



“It proves just how capable this
community is in terms of

mission set,” said Maj. Micah
Stoddard, a pilot with the 190th

FS. “I think it's an excellent
representation of the greatest

air-to-ground fighter ever built.”
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The flying competition was held on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024,
at Barry Goldwater Range, Arizona. This portion of the
competition included events such as the 6000’ ceasefire
long range strafe and low altitude maverick missile
attacks. Pilots were evaluated on flight leadership, target
acquisition, weapons delivery, and support. They were
judged both individually and as a team.

An awards ceremony was held on Saturday, Sept. 14,
2024, where the 944th Fighter Wing’s 47th Fighter
Squadron from Luke Air Force Base was crowned the
winner of Hawgsmoke 2024. This win gives the 47th FS
their fourth win, tying the 190th FS for most wins. 
The 190th FS first won the competition in 2008 and took
the winning title in 2010, 2021, and 2022.



Members of the 124th Fighter Wing participated in the German Armed Forces
Proficiency Badge Test Aug. 22-23, 2024, at Mountain Home Air Force Base and Gowen
Field. The 124th FW’s participation in the GAFPB test is aimed at strengthening the
NATO partnership between the United States and Germany. The two-day event
included four German Armed Forces annual training requirements, including physical
fitness, water survival, rifle and pistol shooting and a 12K ruck. 
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Photos by Staff Sgt. Joseph Morgan & Senior Airman Jadyn Eisenbrandt

G E R M A N  A R M E D  F O R C E SG E R M A N  A R M E D  F O R C E S
P R O F I C I E N C Y  B A D G E  T E S T I N GP R O F I C I E N C Y  B A D G E  T E S T I N G
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Thanksgiving Meal Assistance

Christmas Holiday Support

https://www.cognitoforms.com/idahoSMFS/ThanksgivingRequest2024
https://www.cognitoforms.com/IdahoSMFS/ChristmasAssistanceRequest?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0I9rXnlqtcnNIwEJhF1eMHafVQf9jiSDx_lniW9y-7A2nzINCRNJ69M8k_aem_kTynbzACTezOQnpFiRw0QA
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TACMED AIRMEN,  LOCAL AGENCIES PARTNER FORTACMED AIRMEN,  LOCAL AGENCIES PARTNER FOR

S t o r y  b y  M a s t e r  S g t .  B e c k y  V a n s h u r

Tactical Medical Airmen from the Idaho Air National Guard’s 124th Fighter Wing
medical group teamed up with local agencies and first responders from across
Idaho for an intense mass casualty joint training exercise, Oct. 3-4, at the Idaho State
Police training complex.

The exercise focused on the Tactical Combat Casualty Care Tier 2 Combat Lifesaver
course led by wing medics and consisted of scenarios that had active shooters and
mass casualties, forcing TacMed personnel to fight back with paintball weapons
while defending themselves and providing care and protection for their casualties.

“The goal of this training was to immerse community medics from varying agencies
and backgrounds with a stress inoculation to dynamic threat environments. Local
agency paramedics, whether embedded within law enforcement special response
teams or SWAT teams, respond to an array of calls, some of which can have active
shooters, mass casualty, etc.,” said Maj. Mark Urban, Idaho Air National Guard critical
care air transport team officer.

MASS CASUALTY TRAINING



“Our TacMed Airmen need to continue
to reinforce our skills of TCCC Combat
Lifesaver to be trained and ready for
future deployments,” Urban said.

Medic instructors, Senior Master Sgt.
Davis Nguyen, Staff Sgt. Cody
Eisenbrandt, Tech. Sgt. Hannah Andreoli
joined forces with TacMed personnel
from Ada County Paramedics, Meridian
Fire Department, Payette County
Paramedics and Canyon County
Paramedics to learn from each other
and for some of them to become
qualified with the Tier 2 Combat
Lifesaver course. Other Airmen outside
of the medical group, like 1st Sgt. Scott
Vermeer from the 124th Cyber
Operations Squadron, completed the
course along with his TacMed
counterparts.

“When we put on these group courses
and exercises, we invite Airmen from
other squadrons who already have their
Tier 1 to become certified as Tier 2 in the
Combat Lifesaver course, with that they
can become instructors on base as well,”
said Eisenbrandt. “Today, Vermeer took
the course to be DoD certified as Tier 2.”

TCCC Tier 1 is a course for all service
members. TCCC Combat Lifesaver Tier 
2 is for personnel deploying in support
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of combat operations or for this exercise,
TacMed agencies from the local first
responder community. ТССС Combat
Medic/Corpsman Tier 3 is for specific
military medical personnel including
medics, corpsmen and pararescue
personnel deploying in support of
combat operations.

ISP’s Idaho Peace Officers Standards
and Training provided the classroom
space and support with materials and
live actors as part of the simulation.
Scenarios included SWAT vehicles, EMS
vehicles and dummy bodies as well as
the live actors.

“The Idaho National Guard works to
involve, facilitate and integrate local
agencies in training to foster strong
community relationships and
partnerships any chance we get,” said
Urban. “Our medics and instructors
facilitated this amazing cooperative
training event which was well received
by the participants and we look forward
to future collaboration and training.”



The Beacon - FALL 24   |    14 C O M B A T  E X C E L L E N C E

The 124th Fighter Wing arrived at Nellis Air Force Base,
Nevada in preparation for exercise Green Flag West,
sometimes referred to as Green Flag Nellis, October
24, 2024.

GFW ensures the 124FW is operationally ready to
provide joint ground support to its NATO partners
globally. During this exercise the wing will directly
support the U.S. Army’s National Training Center
efforts in Fort Irwin, California.

“The 124FW is participating in GFW as a major part of
our combat training,” said Lt. Col. Daniel Benfield, the
124th Maintenance Squadron commander and the
wing's officer in charge of maintenance for the
exercise. “We will be integrating with an Army Brigade
Combat Team conducting large-scale, force-on-force
ground operations to provide joint fire, close-air-
support, and combat search and rescue operations.”

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Joseph Morgan
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Preparing for combat during a time of a
great power competition requires
training with not only NATO partners, but
also with other services.

GFW is facilitated by Air Combat
Command through the 549th Combat
Training Squadron and promotes a total
force approach to pre-deployment
certification training. In addition to its
support of the NTC, the 124FW will be
working closely with the U.S. Navy off the
coast of California.

In addition to working hand-in-hand with
ground forces, the wing will be
supporting airborne operations in
maritime surface warfare training, said
Benfield.

Benfield went on to say, “The men and
women of 124MXG will be hard at work
throughout the exercise to generate
aircraft and load munitions to support our
deployment spin-up training objectives.”

Not only will maintenance be preparing
for the near-peer fight during GFW, but so
will pilots from the 190th Fighter
Squadron. Together they are always
ready, always there.



Photos by Staff Sgt. Joseph Morgan & Senior Airman Jadyn Eisenbrandt
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German armed forces Joint Terminal
Attack Controllers made a second visit to
Idaho this year to train with their
counterparts from the 124th Fighter Wing,
Air Support Operations Squadron, Idaho Air
National Guard, across southern Idaho,
Aug. 24-29, 2024.

The 124th ASOS invited the German JTACs
to come back for their quarterly unit
training assembly, continuing to build
upon a relationship that has been growing
the past eight years.

"Inviting the German armed forces to Idaho
allows us to continue to develop strong
NATO relationships,” said Col. Chad
Kornberg, 124th Fighter Wing Commander.
“Being able to have our Airmen working
directly with them here in Idaho provides
an opportunity to introduce them to how
we conduct training."

The purpose of this quarterly training is for
the 124th ASOS Tactical Air Control Party

TRAINING WITHTRAINING WITH
GERMAN ALLIESGERMAN ALLIES

Story by Maj. Bonnie Blakely

members to validate their standard
operating procedures, which encompass
five warfighter pillars: communications,
mobility, tactical combat casualty care,
shooting, and fitness.

Idaho’s TACP members are uniquely
qualified to operate in joint training and
combat environments while maximizing
safety, efficiency, and lethality with partner
forces around the globe. Sharing the
training with the German JTACs allows
them to work together in a similar way as if
they were deployed and enhances
readiness.

“In the great power competition, we are
going to be working with our NATO allies in
future events and environments,” said Capt.
Luke Nelson, assistant operations officer for
the 124th ASOS. “We work with them
downrange. Them coming and
participating in our training is really an
opportunity for us to do joint training in a
non-combat environment.”
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Early in the week, the TACPs and JTACs
practiced water confidence training at
Lucky Peak State Park. During this training,
participants utilized energy-efficient
swimming techniques while learning to
trust their equipment in an open-water
environment.

During the field training portion, JTACs were
fully integrated into the two flights within
the 124th ASOS and executed a variety of
missions, acting as joint forces when
deployed. With the similarities between
these career fields in Germany and the U.S.,
training together allows them to implement
NATO tactics, techniques and procedures as
joint partners on the same team.

“I think this just helps build that relationship
and understanding of the different ways
that we do business and the different ways
that they do business,” said Nelson. “If we
learn things from them, if they learn things
from us, I think it's a really great opportunity
to integrate with these other partner
nations and make ourselves better, and
learn from them, when we all come to the
table.”

The shooting and marksmanship
component took place at Saylor Creek
Range, where they also demonstrated
effectively operating in challenging terrain
while maintaining long-haul
communications.

Additional training took place at the
Orchard Combat Training Center, where
they also practiced medevac procedures.
TACPs and JTACs responded to a simulated
medical event, stabilized the patients, and
called for transport, provided by Idaho Army
National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk pilots
and crew from the 1-183rd Aviation
Battalion.

“I’m really impressed by how professional
everyone is,” said a German training in
Idaho. “Everyone seems to be on good
footing with each other. Everybody seems
really to enjoy working out here in the field.”

The German unit has come to Idaho
annually since 2016 for close air support
training with the 124th ASOS and 190th
Fighter Squadron. Last year, more than 100
Airmen from Idaho participated in Air
Defender 2023 in Germany, the largest
NATO air exercise ever held.

From large multinational exercises to local
unit events, training with our German allies
is one way the 124th FW continues to be
mission-ready for future threats.

"Our Airmen are proven warfighters,” said
Kornberg, “and supporting our German
NATO allies allows us to hone our tactics
and our ability to mutually support a near-
peer conflict."

Photos by Senior Airman Jadyn Eisenbrandt
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190TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
L t .  C o l .  J o h n  M e y e r s
A u g .  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4

NEWNEW
COMMANDSCOMMANDS

124TH OPERATIONS SUPPORT
SQUADRON
L t .  C o l .  G e o f f r e y  B a u c h m a n
A u g .  2 4  ,  2 0 2 4

Photos by Senior Master Sgt. Joshua Allmaras
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Pi lots  f rom the  124th  F ighter
Wing ’s  190th  F ighter  Squadron
part ic ipated in  water  surv iva l
t ra in ing at  the  Idaho Outdoor
F ie ldhouse ,  Bo ise ,  Idaho ,
August  25 ,  2024 .  

P i lots  must  undergo water
surv iva l  t ra in ing every  three
years  to  mainta in  the i r
readiness  for  emergency
s i tuat ions .  

WATERWATER
SURVIVALSURVIVAL
TRAININGTRAINING
Photos  by  Senior  A i rman Jadyn E isenbrandt
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Story and photos by 
Senior Airman Jadyn Eisenbrandt

The scenario on Oct. 29
entailed Donnellan evading
the enemy, in this case the
participating Army units, long
enough to signal for support
and be evacuated.

“Combat search and rescue is
a vital mission that speaks to
the heart of the warrior
ethos,” said Donnellan. “We
will leave no Airman, Soldier,
Sailor, or Marine behind and
ensure that any American
who is shot down or finds
themselves stuck behind
enemy lines for any reason
will have the effort of the
entire U.S. Air Force to rescue
them. We are most proud of
this mission and we take care
of our own.”

DOWNED BUT NOT OUT
P I L O T  R E S C U E  E X E R C I S E

C oncealed in a dried
creek bed, deep in
the U.S. Army’s
National Training
Center in Fort

Irwin, California, 1st Lt. Matt
Donnellan, a pilot assigned to
the 190th Fighter Squadron, is
nearly invisible to the training
scenario’s opposing forces.
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The development of the U.S. Air Force’s
sophisticated CSAR program was a product of
the Sandy mission in the late ’60s.

“Combat Search and Rescue is a mission near
and dear to the A-10 Thunderbolt II,” said
Donnellan. “It goes back to Vietnam. The A-1
Sandies would help find and fix the survivor
that's on the ground.”

During the Vietnam War, a search and rescue
task force determined that lone helicopters
were too vulnerable to conduct SAR missions.
In 1965, the USAF SAR task force came to the
conclusion that helicopters would work in pairs
and USAF Douglas A-1 Skyraider aircraft would
provide rescue escort. This additional combat
element effectively transitioned the SAR
mission into the CSAR mission we train for
today. The A-1s operated under the call sign
Sandy for all of their rescue missions. The
Department of Defense has since designated
the Air Force as the lead service for CSAR.

Because this was his first time being involved
in an exercise of this scale, Donnellan teamed
up with Senior Airman Josh Manshke, a
survival, evasion, resistance and escape
specialist assigned to the 414th Combat
Training Squadron at Nellis Air Force Base,
Nevada.

As an expert in navigating situations in which
one might be isolated, injured, and alone,
Manshke was tasked with observing
Donnellan’s decision making throughout the
process.

“We teach people how to survive should they
be isolated somewhere risky,” Manshke said.
“Staying calm and being able to think clearly is
a critical element of success in a real downed-
pilot situation.”

Donnellan began the exercise at an unknown
location on the NTC. From there, he had to find
a suitable place to hide from opposing forces
and call for evacuation. After hiking a half-mile
through the rugged terrain of the NTC,
Donnellan found a location he felt was secure
enough to stop and make contact with rescue
assets.

In a dried creek bed on the slope of a ravine,
opposing forces zeroed in on Donnellan’s
location. But the Army’s use of thermal
imaging cameras were of little help when
trying to locate the downed pilot.

When Donnellan felt the area was secure
enough to seek evacuation, he maneuvered to
the top of the ravine to establish a line-of-sight
with the support helicopter. Unfortunately, that
move allowed opposing forces to locate and
detain him.

“I’ve never been able to actually train real world
like that and hide out,” said Donnellan, when
reflecting on his experience during the
exercise. “I’m taking away a lot of lessons
learned. Trust. Trust the team and trust the
process. Hunker down and you’ll get rescued.
That’s why we train.”
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