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Louisiana GUARD LEADERS VISIT DEPLOYED
TROOPS

As the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team continues
setting the conditions for the responsible drawdown of
U.S. Forces and equipment in Irag, the Louisiana Na-

rector
and

ti onal Guar doés Di
Gl enn H. Curti s,

Mays took a few days to

Loui siana National Guardos
Brig. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis of Alexandria, La., rewards
Spc. Joshua Jackson, a coin. A mobilization volunteer
from Hammond, La., he was recognized by his chain of
command for his hard work. Curtis and Louisiana

Army National Guard Senior Enlisted Advisor, Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. James H. Mays, of Pineville, La., re-
cently visited the Tiger Brigade Troops to help reener-
gize them on the downward slope of their deployment.

t he
Senior Enlisted Advisor, Command Sgt. Maj. James H.
visit

deployed Troops.
AWe took this opportunity t
hopes of re-energizing them as they enter the down

ofs | tolpee Jodi nntheStrafdfe,pl Bryimp.ntGe

det thetm &nbws thaf\we rappredibie ttheircefioad, andGu a r d
to personally tell them wha
the Tiger Brigadeos
These trips are normally reserved for the adjutant
general, Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau, and
Louisiana National Guard Senior Enlisted Advisor,
Command Sgt. Maj. Tommy Caillier, but with current
issues such as the oil spill, and hurricane season,
the Guardds top | eaders
trip, and allowed Curtis and Mays to visit in their
place.

wer

During their stay, Curtis and Mays visited Soldiers
the Baghdad area, including the Victory Base Com-
plex and the International Zone. They spoke to com-
manders, who briefed them on individual missions,
and awarded coins to the Soldiers who were recog-
nized by their chain of command for their hard work
and sacrifice.

Director Joint Staff,
The 256th is spread throughout the multi-national
coalition, and is currently conducting force protec-
tion, convoy security and Garrison Command mis-
sions, as the U.S. prepares to hand the country
back to the government of Irag.

fiYou can be tol d,
the chance to see it first-h a n d it
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grasp the various missions these Soldiers are con-  Camp Shelby, Miss., and deployed in support of Op-

ducting, o6 Curtis, an Al e eratiordragi Faeedom im March.r e si dent , st at

Both combat veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Though some of the Tiger
the Baghdad area was familiar territory to them, yet  turned home in order to facilitate the responsible draw
they were amazed at the advancements made during down, the remainder of the 256th is expected to return
their five-year absence. home around the end of the year.

AfiHaving the opportunity to come here and see the
progress made helps validate previous deploy-

ments, 0 Mays of Pinevill
ing to see that our hard

AThis is a completely-seti
than when we were herein2004-2 005, 0 Cu
fiBefor e, Hti gvhats, an owa rwe O r
country for the compl ete
AThis doesnodt make it ea
AfiThe 256th stildl has a v
there isndét necessarily

consequences. There are really no regulations or
doctrines to guide this
shade of gray.o

Curtis and Mays agreed that re-visiting Iraq and hav- |[APoved Loui si ana Ar my Nat
ing the opportunity to see what the Louisiana Troops |Senior Enlisted Advisor, Command Sgt. Maj.

do on a daily basis has been an inspiration. James H. Mays, speaks with deployed 256th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team Guardsman,

iwWe can only hope that wSgtalstClassKiaigB8.rBewen oftfBeousgasda | o
reenergizing Louisianabos|L&aiadiniag facility bnitie Victork Basav t h e
verse has h_appened. We will leave her_e not only Complex in Baghdad, Iraq.

more energized, but humbled after seeing these
great young Americans who sacrifice so much every
day, 06 Curtis said at the

Mobilized in January, the 256th spent approximately
two months conducting pre-deployment training at

Above 6 Brig. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis visits with
Tiger Brigade troops at
bridge on the Victory Base Complex in Bagh-

dad, Iraq.
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Message from the Command

Greetings from scenic Baghdad,

As we work to transition VBC to the Iraqgi people, | wanted to take
time to recognize the great work being done by the Soldiers of Garri-
son Command. | continue to be impressed by the drive and determi-
nation of our Soldiers to get the tough jobs accomplished in this ever
-changing environment. On a daily basis, | see Soldiers overcoming
obstacles and working hard to ensure we provide quality services to
the residents of the Victory Base Complex. Your noteworthy efforts
are being recognized by the highest levels of leadership at USF -I.

| also wanted to take some time to discuss standards, vigilance and
taking care of Soldiers. We are 9 months into this mobilization, and
this is the time that stress and fatigue began to show in mobilized

Soldiers. | ask that you make time to talk to the Soldiers you super-
vise and ensure that they are well, their home situation is good and

that they are ready to complete the mission and return to their homes
when we TOA. Also, ensure that we are taking care of Soldiers by en-
forcing standards. It is an ol d
safety violationo, but Iiitouriastionsco@d
save a Soldiers life.

Finally, when | mention taking care of Soldiers i that means taking
care of ourselves too. Take the time to relax, unplug and work off
stress through your favorite activity or sport.

| am very proud to work side -by-side with a remarkable group of Sol-
diers that have been asked to do so much T with so little, yet accom-
plished every mission placed in front of them.

Keep up the great work!!!

COL James Waskom
199th Garrison Commander
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As the U.S. sets the conditions
to meet President Barak
Obamaédés policy
troops in Iraq, a Louisiana Na-
tional Guard company took on a
new role to help facilitate the
needs of the responsible draw
down during a transfer of au-
thority ceremony held at Camp
Cropper on the Victory Base
Complex in Baghdad, Iraq.

The 199th Brigade Support Bat-
talionbs Headqg
of Alexandria, La., commanded
by 1st Lt. Nicole M. Campbell of
Pineville, La., and 1st Sgt. Scott
Corley of Tioga, La, assumed

the role as the Camp Cropper

Area Defense Operations Cen-

ter from the Texas National
Guardbébs Headqudg
Headquarters Company, 1st
Battalion, 141st Infantry Regi-
ment, of San Antonio.

The companyo6s
consists of a quick reaction
force, a badging office, and the
maintaining of two entry control
points.

3
—

AAl t hough this

ITOltlISé aSNatlgrhaépuard officer, and new commander of the Area De-
fense peratlons nter on the Victory Base Complex in Baghdad,
Irag, 1st Lt. Nicole M. Campbell of Pineville, La., stands before her
company and renders a salute to the U.S. flag during a transfer of au-
thority ceremony, as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 199th
rigade Suppart.Battalion from Alexandria, La., took on the mission as
%W%%D% %fﬁr om the Texas National
try Regiment, of San Antonio. Mobilized Jan. 5, the 199th, as part of
the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, deployed in Support of Op-
eration Iragi Freedom to help set the conditions for the responsible
draw down of U.S. Forces and equipment in Iraqg, and is expected to

rletgrn r'H)rBet aroynﬂ tge e]nq op t@etyear.

G

mission change that we have

undergone since our mobilization, it does come atthe y our

uni t i s |i ke a
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critical time of responsiabsl et hdeoyw nhsai vzei npgr aocft ifcoerdc.eds , 0
Corley said. AHowever, with the continued infl
our junior leadership and the motivation ofallofour Cor | ey expl ained t he

Soldiers, | am more than confident that we will make

the transition

Outgoing commander, Lt. Col. Scott Mac Leod of Aus- i n |

which houses the last U.S. controlled detainee facility

raq. o

tin, Texas, addressed the leadership of the 199th, and

stressed the i

mportance
your enemy, and do your best to use every available

company
mary focus of the quick reaction force or QRF is to
successf ulproyide éesponse to the Theatre Internment Facility,

oHe said tsexondlyntije mission wauld eedo, respodnoo w
events deemed necessary by the Base Defense Op-

opportunity to train.o erations Center, which is comprised of the Tiger Bri-
gadebds Special Troops Batt al
ifLet there be no doubt that this is a strategic miss
and know that somewhere your installation is on Corley also explained the importance of the Soldiers
someonebs target | ist, 0 hneanwnairnnge dt.h efi Beuntt rraennteembceornt r o |
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sure that all personnel who enter and exit the base
are not only properly idgd
that they also have a need to gain access to the base
to ensure that force protection measures are being
mai ntained. 0

AfThese are the Soldiers
execution when it comes down to the overall security
of the Victory Base Compl

Mac Leod thanked his troops for their hard work and
dedication during the duration of their deployment.

AYour sacrifices are humlj
from your countrymen, 0 hg¢
that outside of your own family, you may not receive a

herods wel come, but vyour
wi | | forever be indebted
you have truly been part

2Below & Lomisian®Natioral Guarddfficenamde d ,
commander of Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 199th Brigade Support Battalion, 1st

Lt. Nicole M. Campbell, of Pineville, La., salutes
Texas National Guards 1st Battalion, 141st Infan-

Wh o erreglrme np dlsi cy mmeaname S
Leod of Austin, Texas, as she assures him that
hercompany is trained and prepared to take over
the mission of the 1 -141, during a transfer of au-
thority ceremony. The Alexandria, La., company
assumed the responsibility of the Area Defense
Operations Center at Camp Cropper on the Vic-
tdry Bage Complexdn Baghdad, Irag. dbbilized u
2Jan. 5 the 109%thead patt of there56thidfantky Brio w
gade Combat Team, deployed in Support of Op-
enatioh Iragi IFreealomcto hel set the eohditions o f
for the rgspamsibke draw dypwn wfrU.Sf Faroes dnd e s
egUipmenvinmmead, dnd is expecteal kolreeurn Bome
around the end of the year.

a

Before the 1-141 cased their colors, symbolizing mis-
sion completion, the new ADOC commander, Camp-
bell, approached Mac Leod, rendered a salute, and
reassured him that her company is trained and pre-

pared to take over their mission.

Mobilized Jan. 5, the 199th BSB, as part of the 256th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, deployed in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and has taken on various
missions including Garrison Command of the VBC in
Baghdad, force protection and convoy security mis-
sions in various locations throughout Iragq. The 199th,
along with the 256th is expected to return home
around the end of the year.

Right 8 Commander of the Texas National
Guardodos 1st Battalion,
Col. Scott M. Mac Leod of Austin, Texas, and sen-
ior enlisted advisor, Command Sgt. Maj. Mark A.

i 1st I nfantry Regi ment,

Weedon of Bryan College Station, Texas, roll up
their battalions colors as they prepare to case
them symbolizing mission completion in Iraq,
when Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
199th Brigade Support Battalion of Alexandria,
La., took over as the Area Defense Operations
Center during a transfer of authority ceremony
held at Camp Cropper, on the Victory Base Com-
plex in Baghdad, Iraqg.
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Above & Joint Visitors Bureau staff takes a
picture with Vice President Joe Biden and his
wife during their visit to Baghdad, Irag. Com-
posed of Soldiers from B company, 2nd Bat-
talion 156th Infantry Regiment of New Iberia,
La., and band members of the 156th Army
Band in Shreveport, La., the company runs
the hotel portion of the JVB, provides cooks
and a personal security detachment for dis-
tinguished visitors.
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Sgt. Jerry Page found something that the

| atest acne treat ment
he was a ficasualtyo
cise at the Victory Base Complex in Baghdad,
Iraq.

MASCAL exercises are done periodically on
the VBC to test readiness and response time.

256th IBCT represents as they bring in 3rd
place during a 7Kk
still experiencing the runners high in this
photo.

run.
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Looks like the medics gave him the best
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canot see it, 1t doesn
happy with his new look.
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Home is which way? SGT Randy Pierce, SSG Justin
Brown, 1LT Brian Loeb and

SSG Kevin Cope are still argu-
ing over which way home is.

SFC David Reilley opens a gift
from the HRD during his sur-
prise going away party.

PFC Chad Lamar Easley, SPC Devlin Paul
Marionneaux, SGT Daniel Brumley, SPC Shan-

non Tyler and SSG Michael Duwane Smith suck
up the A/C at the A Company, 256th BSTB TOC.

Soldiers from C Company 2nd Battalion, 156th
Infantry Regiment, pose for a picture with an
Iraqi soldier.




HURRY UP

& WAIT

By SPC Ryan Sickel

S6T. TS'QQE_YI HAVE
You st Tack?

YICKERS | You
SEEN TACK ?

O
ax
HeY VICKERS, Sitkel &
Gav SaM(- oNroM RING S, UB-un-buH

Fah NA' |F Yow T us

WHERE TACK g 567,

BENTLEY

llllll

I GuUEsS WERE
ARaut To Fmd
QUT s yaunes

WHaT  DOES TALA
Do ANvwAY 7

UH... YEAW', T Seen
HIM OVER 1N THE
MoTOR Paol !

Hurry Up and Wait is a comic strip, created by Specialist
Ryan Sickel. The strip parodies dalily life for the Soldiers

assigned to the

Joi nt Vi si

Center. SPC Sickel is a native of Dallas, TX, and currently
resides in Natchitoches, LA. He is a member of the 156
Army band and is currently deployed to Camp Victory,

tors
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State listed in
Forbes maga-
Zine as a top
600 school in
the U.S.? There
may be those
who claim that
their football
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oughts from the sandbox

My Expectations of deployment

: = .

SPC Michael Strider
199th Garrison Command LNO

Everyone has expectations about what the future
may hold; what lies just beyond the next bend in

Al 6ve
pride in myself and in my service
to the Army and to the United

St ates

found a renewed sense o0

€ 0

zealous ideology.

My expectations for
however, were much more low key and
sounded sort of fun.

my un

With nearly polar opposite choices, | decided

that | didndot know exact|l
that without a doubt this deployment would

change me, whether for better or worse | did

not know.

Looking back on where | was at the beginning

of the deployment to now, | can say that it has

been for the better. Il f
sense of pride in myself and in my service to

the Army and to the United States, and with that

my expectations

i A re thai}l]wi | finish this miss]iqon
Lifeos road. Some peop e Bava Biiddhd tbaimims knthl | | ©
others prepare th_emselves for any eventuality to ing that |6ve made a diff
stave off disappointment or surprise.

When | got my MOB orders, | couldndot help but

wonder what | ay ahead of me. | suppose itbds jus

human nature. So | set about doingwhatanygood st ri der i s a member of L

nerd would dod | did my research. | tracked down  army Band, and one of many who were

Soldiers who had already been deployed to Iraq activated to deploy with the 256th Infantry

and asked them to recount their experiences; | Brigade Combat Team.

asked my unit commander and NCOG6s about the

mission that we had been tasked, and | started

paying closer attention to the news about the war.

| hungrily absorbed all the information about what |

had waiting in store overseas. Most news outlets

and the Soldiers with whom | spoke told of kidnap-

pings, roadside bombs, indirect fire, and ambushes

from a faceless enemy misguided by a hateful, I'f you would like to participa
Sandboxo please contact tresa
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