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“It was an honor to preside as King Neptune. 
More importantly, this was an incredible 

experience for our warfighters to be a part of a 
time-honored tradition that, one day, they will 

share with the next generation of Sailors.”

-Capt. Jason Tarrant
  Executive Officer,

  USS George Washington 

A MESSAGE 
FROM THE 

ANCIENT DEEP
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N imitz-class aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) and embarked 
staff and air wing completed a 

“Crossing the Equator (Line)” ceremony after 
Neptunus Rex, the mythological ruler of the 
seas, boarded the ship with his Royal Court 
while the ship navigated across the equator 
into the globe’s southern hemisphere May 12. 

The boisterous ceremonies 
of “Crossing the Line” are age-
old traditions practiced by 
Sailors crossing the equator. 
Dating back to the Middle 
Ages, these events were 
intended as a test for the crew 
to determine if novices on 
their first cruise could endure 
life at sea.

During present day crossing 
ceremonies, Sailors pay 
homage to Neptunus Rex as 
the experienced Shellbacks 
initiate Pollywogs – first-time 
“crossers” – with a series 
of tests that includes Naval 
knowledge, maritime abilities, and physical 
and mental toughness. Once complete, the 
Pollywogs stand before King Neptune and his 
Royal Court to be deemed worthy and earn the 
title of Trusty Shellback. 

Custom and tradition dictate that the oldest 
and most distinguished senior Shellback 
member of the crew presides in appropriate 
garb as King Neptune. George Washington’s 
Executive Officer Capt. Jason Tarrant carried 
the distinction as Neptune for the event.

Arise, Shellbacks!
PHOTOGRAPH: MCSN GEOFFREY L. OTTINGER STORY: MC2 JOHN T. JARRETT

“It was an honor to preside as King Neptune,” 
said Tarrant. “More importantly, this was an 
incredible experience for our warfighters to 
be a part of a time-honored tradition that, one 
day, they will share with the next generation of 
Sailors.”

Davy Jones, the official messenger for 
King Neptune, boarded the ship prior to the 

ceremony and informed 
the crew when to prepare 
for the Royal Party. 
George Washington’s 
Command Master Chief 
Randy Swanson, who 
held the position as Davy 
Jones, spoke of the long-
standing tradition.

“Crossing the line and 
becoming a Shellback is 
a significant experience 
in a Sailor’s career,” said 
Swanson. “Executing 
this ceremony during 
an already historic 
deployment is an amazing 

opportunity for the crew.” 
George Washington is deployed in support of 

Southern Seas 2024 and crossed the equator in her 
voyage to circumnavigate South America. 

Southern Seas 2024 is an operation which seeks 
to enhance capability, improve interoperability, and 
strengthen maritime partnerships with countries 
throughout the U.S. Southern Command area of 
responsibility though joint, multinational, and 
interagency exchanges and cooperation. 

“Executing this 
ceremony during 

an already historic 
deployment is an 

amazing opportunity.”
- CMDCM Swanson
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Sailors kneel before the Royal Court aboard George Washington during a traditional 
crossing the line ceremony while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC1 Michael R. Hogan

Sailors entertain the Royal Baby aboard George Washington during a traditional 
crossing the line ceremony while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC1 Michael R. Hogan

Sailors complete the Pollywog cleansing aboard George Washington 
during a traditional crossing the line ceremony  while underway in the 
Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC3 August Clawson

Sailors participate in a tug-of-war challenge aboard George Washington 
during a traditional crossing the line ceremony while underway in the 
Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC3 August Clawson
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POLLYWOG
CLEANSING COMPLETE

PHOTOGRAPHS: GWM PRODUCTIONS

Sailors create original songs using improvised instruments aboard 
George Washington during a traditional crossing the line ceremony 
while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MCSN Travis S. Hanes

Sailors transit from the hangar bay to the flight deck aboard George 
Washington during a traditional crossing the line ceremony while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC3 Keith R. Knisely

Sailors perform pipe patching and hose handling exercises aboard 
George Washington during a traditional crossing the line ceremony 
while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC1 Michael R. Hogan
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Slimy PollywogS aboard USS george waShington accePt King nePtUnUS rex’S teSt and 
comPlete varioUS challengeS to receive the title of ShellbacK.

Master-At-Arms 2nd Class Dequan Johnson,  (left) and 
Master-At-Arms Seaman Anthony Rodriguez, assigned to 
security department participate in a security team drill while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean, Sept. 11, 2023.
Photo by: MC3 Lucas J. Hastings

Sailors conduct stetcher bearer drills aboard  George Washington 
during a traditional crossing the line ceremony while underway in 
the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC3 Keith R. Knisely

Sailors are challenged to tie various knots aboard George 
Washington during a traditional crossing the line ceremony while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MCSN Geoffrrey L. Ottinger

Sailors condcut 18th century pike drills aboard George Washington 
during a crossing the line ceremony while underway in the Atlantic 
Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MCSN Kiejuanesha S. Simmons

Sailors create original songs using improvised instruments aboard 
George Washington during a traditional crossing the line ceremony 
while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MCSN Travis S. Hanes

7SURVEYOR |  MAY 19, 2024



PHOTOGRAPHS: GWM PRODUCTIONS

Yeoman 1st Class Erendida Urbano directs Sailors aboard George Washington 
during a traditional crossing the line ceremony while underway in the Atlantic 
Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MCSN Geoffrey L. Ottinger

Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Lori D. Bent oversees 
Pollywog initiation events aboard George Washington during a 
traditional crossing the line ceremony while underway in the Atlantic 
Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MCSN Geoffrey L. Ottinger

Lt. Cmdr. Tony Longoria poses for a photo aboard George 
Washington during a traditional crossing the line ceremony while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC3 Wadelon G. Presley

A trusty shellback oversees Pollywog initiation aboard George 
Washington during a traditional crossing the line ceremony while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 17, 2024.
MC1 Michael R. Hogan

TRUSTY SHELLBACKS ShellbacKS cleanSe PollywogS throUgh 
a rigoroUS training regiment. 
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ADD CAPTIONS. CAPTIONS ARE NORMALLY IN THE IMAGE OR 
THEY ARE TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE IMAGE. 
IF CAPTIONS ARE WHITE, INCREASE THE SIZE BY ONE POINT 
TO INCREASE LEGIBILITY.
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Whats a Sailor’s cure for 
scurvy?

A Navel Orange.

THE GW
CROSSWORD

ANSWERS IN NEXT MONTH’S 
SURVEYOR

GEORGE’S JOKE CORNER SUDOKU

ACROSS

1 Unit of length or depth equal to six feet.

5 When a ship leans to one side.

10 A vessel capable of withstanding 
normal heavy weather.

11 A device that uses reflected radio 
waves for detection of objects.

13 A light line used to hoist a flag or 
pennant.

14 A jail.

DOWN
2 Steering wheel of a ship.

3 Compartment used for stowage of 
ammunition.

4 To store or pack articles or cargo in 
a space.

6 To make fast (firmly attach).

7 Superstructure of an aircraft 
carrier.

8 A structure similar to a quay but 
structured like a pier. 

9 A person who has never crossed the 
equator.

12 To lower flag halfway down as a 
salute.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
2. CCOL
4. VERTREP
6. EYE
8. CAC
9. MAINDECK
10. ENDURANCE
12. BOOM

DOWN
1. CONTACT
2. CLASSES
3. INSPECTION
5. PHISHING
7. ARMAMENT
11. RHIB

Think you’ve got a better joke? Make a submission
to MC2 Jarrett at john.jarrett@cvn73.navy.mil

Copyright © 2024 printablecreative.com | For personal use only

Fill in the puzzle so that every row across, every column down and
every 9 by 9 box contains the numbers 1 to 9.

Puzzle #1

5 8 4 7 1 9 6

7 6 3 8 1

2 5 3 7

4 1 8 3

7 3 5

5 8 9 7

7 5 6 2 8

2 7 6 1 3

3 1 7

Untitled

Across

1. Unit of length or depth equal to six feet

5. When a ship leans to one side

10. a vessel capable of withstanding normal
heavy weather

11. A device that uses reflected radio waves
for detection of objects

13. A light line used to hoist a flag or
pennant

14. a jail

Down

2. steering wheel of a ship

3. Compartment used for stowage of
ammunition

4. to store or pack articles or cargo in a
space

6. To make fast(firmly attach)

7. Superstructure of an aircraft carrier

8. a structure similar to a quay but
structured like a pier

9. a person who has never crossed the
equator

12. To lower flag halfway down as a salute

1 2

3

4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13

14

https://crosswordlabs.com/view/2024-05-16-952 5/16/24, 16:53
Page 1 of 1
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DISCLAIMER: The Surveyor is an authorized publication for Sailors serving aboard USS George Washington (CVN 73). The thoughts and 
views expressed within belong to the authors and contributors and do not necessarily represent those of the U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the Department of the Navy, or the Commanding Officer of USS George Washington. All news releases, photos, or information for 
publication in The Surveyor must be submitted to the Public Affairs Officer.
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