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Behind the cover 
Photographs

Photography by Spc. Samuel Soza The sixth issue of The Sandstorm 

remains a promising outlet for 

the work of the best professional and 

amateur photographers in Multi-

National Division – South. The 

public affairs staff of the 34th Red 

Bull Infantry Division continues to 

urge all photographers throughout 

MND-S to continue to submit your 

best work and show off your talents. 

Every picture tells a story, and we 

want to tell yours.

The December issue of The 

Sandstorm offers its audience a 

glimpse of the continued progress of 

the Iraqi Air Force in becoming self-

sufficient.  The opening photo essay 

introduces readers to the efforts 

of the Iraqi AF’s 70th Squadron in 

southern Iraq.

This month’s issue also highlights 

the work of many talented 

photographers in Dhi Qar and Basra 

provinces.

Finally, the winner of last month’s 

photo contest, “where you live,” will 

be announced, and submission rules, 

tips and guidelines for this month’s 

photo contest will be released.

As always, The Sandstorm will 

allow slight photo manipulation, to 

include hue and saturation, dodging 

and burning, contrast, clarity and 

custom white balance in order to 

achieve the photographer’s vision. 

The original content of the photo 

will not be altered. However, liberal 

adjustments will be authorized. Any 

photo which does not accurately 

depict the originally captured subject 

will be labeled as a photo illustration.

Please enjoy The Sandstorm 

and make any comments or 

recommendations to sandstorm@

theredbulls.org. All photo 

submissions should also be made to 

sandstorm@theredbulls.org.

Submit your photos to the Sandstorm!

“I always thought good 
photos were like good jokes. 
If you have to explain them, 
they just aren’t that good.” 

- Anonymous

Message from the editors

•	 Any individual in MND-S may submit photos taken within MND-S to The Sandstorm.
•	 Photos must be submitted in the largest file size possible.
•	 If photos have been edited, submit an edited and an unedited version of the photo.
•	 Ensure photos don’t contain classified or secret information. Consult your Public Affairs 

section if unsure.
•	 Rename photos as such:   rank-first name-last name-sequence#
	 Example: Sgt-John-Smith-001, Sgt-John-Smith-002
•	 Submissions can be made one of two ways:								      

        •CD or DVD brought by the PAO section in Division HQ
		  Label CD’s/DVD’s as follows:     ATTN: Sgt. Eric Jungels
                                                                       	               Rank, first and last name				  

        •E-mail photos to Sandstorm@TheRedBulls.org
•	 Advanced photographers using DSLR’s are asked to take and submit photos in RAW format.

“Eventually, the training allows the pilots to follow multiple 
vehicles and individuals, monitor buildings and search main supply 
routes for improvised explosive devices.” (Page 6)

“They have the equipment, they know how to use it, now it’s 
just about transitioning from a training aspect to an operational 
environment.”  (Page 8)

“Saeed also sees a sustainable training squadron, and the 
confidence it instills, as one more step toward the recovery of 
Iraq.” (Page 10)

“Now, the 70th is helping with 
border security, conducting over-flights 
of cities and performing intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance missions 
around oil pipelines.”

Back Cover Photo by Spc. Samuel Soza
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Flying Solo

Photography by 
Spc. Samuel Soza

Photo Essay
The Iraqi Air Force’s 70th Squadron

The saying goes, “Pride comes before 
the fall”, but since the fall of Saddam 
Hussein’s regime it has been the opposite 
for the Iraqi Air Force’s 70th Squadron.

Working with U.S. forces, they now 
increased their pride as pilots.

Now, the 70th is performing their own 
training from beginning to end, proving the 
era of independence they have worked so 
diligently for has arrived.

The goal has always been to create 
a sustainable training squadron that can 
effectively transition new recruits into 
operational missions and put the protection 
of Iraqis into their own hands, said Col. 
Sami Saeed, squadron commander for the 
70th.

One important tactic was taking 
advantage of the “train the trainer” 
mentality said U.S. Air Force Maj. Al 
Danza, native of Boise, Idaho, director 
of operations in the 124th Air Support 
Operations Squadron.

The self-sustaining method allows 
the squadron to pass on basic knowledge 
but also creates an element of leadership 
training.

“We started off with simple air- 
to- ground check-ins with the ground 
commander as the mission began,” said 
Danza. 

“It was all basic intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance stuff; 
teaching them to fly with their [sensor] 
pods,” he said.

Training begins with lectures, written 
exams, and courses on in-flight emergencies 
and limitations. The new pilots also learn 
the technical aspects of the surveillance 
cameras.

Soon after, without any time in a 
simulator, the pilots are two thousand 
feet in the air, putting their classroom 
instruction to practical use.
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Flying Solo The Iraqi Air Force’s 70th Squadron

“And that’s where we are today, doing the more complex type 
missions as these guys have gotten used to what the missions entail,” 
said Danza. 

“They have the equipment, they know how to use it, now it’s 
just about transitioning from a training aspect to an operational 
environment,” he said.

Eventually, the training allows the pilots to follow multiple 
vehicles and individuals, monitor buildings and search main supply 
routes for improvised explosive devices.

“It’s become natural for them, just like anybody else, and now 
they are able to work on the more advanced stuff,” said Danza.

In training, U.S. Airmen act as the opposing force. They drive 
around Contingency Operating Base Basra in a truck while the 
unit’s Seabird Seekers and CH2000 surveillance planes identify and 
follow them. 

During another scenario, the Airmen move on foot and enter a 
building while the Iraqi pilots circle overhead, keeping watch.

“They are constantly communicating with the ground 
commander, who is also a student, and since they are working with 
the Iraqi special operation forces, their surveillance will allow 
them to find the OpFor on the ground,” Danza explained.

The integration of ground forces allows multiple personnel to 
experience more realistic training at the same time. 
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Flying Solo The Iraqi Air Force’s 70th Squadron
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The Iraqi Air Force’s 70th SquadronFlying Solo
The biggest challenge was working through civilian 

interpreters who were not familiar with some of the “air 
lingo” and concepts that did not translate easily into 
Arabic, Danza said. 

Once the barrier was broken, there was instant 
solidarity among the men.

 “I’ve found that pilots are pilots, the world over. I 
mean these guys, we instantly bonded being fighter pilots,” 
he said. 

The squadron is made up of pilots who flew in the 
Iran-Iraq War who have hundreds of hours of combined 
flight time.

In fact, under Hussein’s regime, Saeed was forced to 
fly against the Americans during the Persian Gulf War.

Years later he met Air Force Lt. Col. Bill Iuliano, air 
liaison officer with the 84th Expeditionary Air Support 
Operations Squadron, who had flown against him in the 
Gulf war.  Shortly into their time working together, 
Iuliano realized F-15s escorting his F-111 bomber had 
almost shot Saeed down.

Instead, the two had the opportunity to rebuild the 
Iraqi Air Force, and a plaque from Iuliano is mounted 
on Saeed’s wall reading, “Praise Allah for faulty 
maintenance.”

“That was my boss,” said Danza.
The Iraqi Air Force was founded in 1931 and steadily 

rose to be one of the largest air forces in the Middle-
East until the Persian Gulf War, when it sustained heavy 
losses.

Soon after, during the U.S. led invasion of Iraq in 
2003, many fighters were ordered to be dismantled or 
buried in the desert.

After the invasion, it was a lengthy process to rebuild 
what had been lost.

The Iraqi Air Force performed its first medical 
evacuation March 4, 2007 when a wounded Iraqi 
policeman was taken from the 28th Combat Support 
Hospital to Baghdad. 

In 2008, they played a major role in assisting ground 
troops in the heavy fighting against the Mahdi Army in the 
city of Basrah.

Now, the 70th is helping with border security, 
conducting over-flights of cities and performing 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance missions 
around oil pipelines.

Furthering the independence of the 70th to train, 
plan, and conduct operations is a milestone in the 
reconstruction of the Iraqi Air Force as a whole. 

 “I think they have strong leadership in place right 
now and I think their leadership is driven towards that 
goal,” said Danza. 

“Just like anybody else in the military, they love their 
country and want to support it as much as they can,” he 
said, “so they are going to drive toward those operational 
goals and be able to perform any mission that is tasked 
toward them.”

Saeed also sees a sustainable training squadron, and 
the confidence it instills, as one more step toward the 
recovery of Iraq.

“Before, we would get in our planes and not expect to 
come home,” he said. “Now it is different.”
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U.S. Army Pvt. George Rocher and Spc. Jesse Claud, both 
assigned to the 4-6 Headquarters Headquarters Company, 

4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, relax before 
the start of a mortar fire training exercise on Contingency 
Operating Site Garyowen, Mayson, Iraq. The Solders were 

participating in a live-fire exercise, in conjunction with the 
38th Iraqi Army Battery, designed to challenge the Iraqi 

soldier’s skills in calculating grid coordinates and build 
confidence in their abilities. 

Photography by
Spc. Ernest E. Sivia III
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Spc. Gordon Patrick, a Cass City, Mich., native and intelligence 
specialist with 1st Battalion, 77th Armor Regiment, burns old 

documents at Contingency Operating Base Adder.

Photography by
Pfc. J. Princeville

Lawrence

Soldiers burn secrets
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A medic with 10th Combat Support Hospital at Contingency 
Operating Base Adder, Iraq, checks vital signs on Pfc. Austin Reece, 
from Beattyville, Ky.  Reece, a motor transport operator assigned 
to the 121st Brigade Support Battalion was a “wounded” role player 
in a Mass Casualty Exercise at COB Adder.

Photography by
Spc. Marcos DelValle

Photography by
Sgt. Mark Miranda

Firefighters with an emergency response team navigate through 
living tents in the darkness during a mass casualty exercise at 

Contingency Operating Base Adder, Iraq. These first responders 
are charged with putting out fires while recovering and moving 

casualties to a safer area.
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Iraqi Soldiers prepare a mortar for a live-fire 
exercise.  The exercise was the culminating event for 

the Iraqi mortar men who completed their training 
as U.S. advisors looked on.

Photography by
1st Lt. Dan Marchik

U.S. Army Soldiers fold the American flag after a re-enlistment 
ceremony on Contingency Operating Base Adder.

Photography by
Spc. Ernest E. Sivia III
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The sun sets on Contingency Operating Base Adder, Iraq. The 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division is deployed from Fort 

Bliss to COB Adder in Dhi Qar province, where they advise and 
assist Iraqi security forces. 

Photography by
Pfc. J. Princeville

Lawrence

The sun sets on COB Adder . . .
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Members of the Iraqi Security Forces play soccer with Soldiers of the 34th Red Bull Infantry Division on Contingency Operating Base 
Basra. The ISF Soldiers were playing their advisors, who had instructed 52 ISF Soldiers through a Basic Intelligence Course.

Photography by
Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence
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Photography by
Spc. Darryl Montgomery  and 

Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

Two Soldiers. Four cameras. One afternoon exploring the back 
alleyways and gardens of Contingency Operating Base Basra.  
The following pictures show the many perspectives Army-trained 
photojournalists (and any photographer) can take of the world. 
Here, Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence and Spc. Darryl Montgomery 
find a concave mirror and see it as an opportunity to bend reality.

Contingency Operating Base Basra is headquarters of Multi-National Division-South, which comprises Iraq’s southern nine provinces. The 
roads of COB Basra go both to Basrah, the second largest city in Iraq, and to smaller structures meant for Soldiers on base. Here, Pfc. J. 
Princeville Lawrence takes the closer view, while Spc. Darryl Montgomery snaps the larger picture.

Exploring Contingency Operating Base Basra
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Photography by
Spc. Darryl Montgomery  and 

Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence
While exploring Contingency Operating Base Basra, Pfc. J. 

Princeville Lawrence and Spc. Darryl Montgomery discovered 
areas of the base they had never seen, including this garden with 

a fountain.

Exploring Contingency Operating Base Basra
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Photography by
Spc. Darryl Montgomery  and 

Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

Exploring Contingency Operating Base Basra

Photographers must always see their 
territory with fresh eyes. By actively 
seeking new perspectives, photographers 
can see the unique aspects of their 
environment that would normally blend 
into the routine. 
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Photography by
Spc. Darryl Montgomery  and 

Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

(Above) Maj. Scott Virgil, leader of the Military Transition Team 
attached to the Iraqi Army 14th Provisional Transport Regiment, 

watches as an Iraqi Soldier shoots his M-4 during a day at the 
shooting range near Camp Savage.  (Right Above) A one-liter water 
bottle is stuck by a round from a 5.56 millimeter, gas-operated, air-

cooled, semi-automatic M-4 rifle. A M-4 round leaves the barrel at 
a rate of 2,970 feet per second and has a maximum range of 11,808 

feet.  (Right Below) Chief Petty Officer Edward Telles, a medic 
with the Military Transition Team attached to the Iraqi Army 14th 

Provisional Transport Regiment, counts his hits and misses at the 
shooting range with a bullet from his M-4.

Lock and load: U.S. and Iraqi Soldiers share a day at the range
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Photography by
Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

Maj. Stephen Burggraff, executive officer of the 34th 
Infantry Division Special Troops Battalion, gazes out the 

window of a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter before a flight 
around Contingency Operating Base Basra.
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Photography by
Master Sgt. Rich Kemp

(Right) Minnesota broadcaster Don Shelby 
and cameraman Tom Aviles interview an 

Iraqi doctor during a trip to Basrah.  
(Below) Shelby prepares for a live 

broadcast from Contingency Operating 
Base Basra.  Shelby and Aviles visited 

Southern Iraq to highlight the efforts of 
the Rosemount, Minn. based 34th Red Bull 

Infantry Division.

Photography by
Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

The routes of classification

Since their deployment started, Soldiers of the 34th Red Bull Infantry Division have been organizing and sorting the various 
communication cables vital to Red Bull operations. The red cables carry classified data and the green cables carry unclassified data.
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Photography by
Spc. Samuel Soza

(Above) Capt. Dustin Snare, of Plymouth, Minn., battle captain 
for the 34th Red Bull Infantry Division operations section, leads 
the Soldiers of the 34th Inf. Div. in cheering on their team, The 
Minnesota Vikings, after blowing the Gjallarhorn, a Nordic war 
horn, live, via satellite to the Metrodome in Minneapolis.

Photography by
Spc. Samuel Soza

(Above) Staff Sgt. Joseph Corley and Sgt. Jennifer MacDonald, 
join with other members of the 34th Red Bull Infantry Division 
band to perform the national anthem live before the Minnesota 
Vikings battle the Detroit Lions on national television.  (Right) 
Command Sgt. Maj. Doug Wortham, 34th Infantry Division Special 
Troops Battalion command sergeant major, an Elko, Minn. native, 
talks to his family on the field, live, during halftime.

Soldiers sign their “thanks” to a camouflage 
patterned U.S. flag. The flag is destined for 
supporters who donated to have the new United 
Service Organizations (USO) center built, on 
Contingency Operating Base Basra.  The new 
USO center is the largest in Southwest Asia.
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Last month’s Where you live
Photo-Contest winner

Rules and submission guidelines
•	 	 Any individual in MND-S may submit photos taken within MND-S to The Sandstorm monthly			 

       photo-contest.
•	 	 Photos must be submitted in the largest file size possible.
•	 	 If photos have been edited, submit an edited and an unedited version of the photo.
•	 	 Ensure photos don’t contain classified or secret information. Consult your Public Affairs section      	                  	

	 if unsure.
•	 	 Rename photos as such:   rank-first name-last name-sequence#							     

	 Example: Sgt-John-Smith-001, Sgt-John-Smith-002
•	 	 You may submit as many pictures as you like to each contest.
•	 	 Entries can be made one of two ways:										        

		  •   CD or DVD brought by the PAO section in Division HQ       						    
		       Label CD’s/DVD’s as follows:         ATTN: Sgt. Eric Jungels						    
						                   Photo-contest: Black and white					   
					                  		 Rank, first and last name						    
		  •   E-mail to Sandstorm@TheRedBulls.org

•	 	 Photographers using DSLR’s are advised to take and submit photos in RAW format.
•	 	 Deadline for submissions is December 21.

Photography by
Spc. Samuel Soza

Soldiers pull security at 
Babylon during a tour of 

the historic site by MND-S 
officials.  Many Iraqis hope the 

site will become a well-known 
and popular tourist attraction.

photo contest:
Black and white

For many, many years, black and white was 

a photographers only choice for capturing 

images.  When color film was introduced, it allowed 

photographers to capture the world around them in the 

colors they witnessed everyday.

Despite the recent availability of color film, today’s 

photographers will argue the importance of black and 

white photography, describing the power and timeless 

nature of black and white photos.

They capture the tones, textures and lighting effects 

that can, at times, be lost in the vibrancy of color.  Use 

black and white photography to add an air of class, 

timelessness, romance and mystery to otherwise 

ordinary photographs.

Black and white  tips
•	 Shoot in color and do your conversion to black and white later on your computer.

•	 Shoot in RAW if your camera allows this setting.  This will allow for more control in the post-production phase 

of converting your color images into black and white ones.

•	 Shoot with the lowest possible ISO.  Avoiding ‘noise’ (or grain) is particularly important in black and white.

•	 Focus on composing your shots.  Because you cannot rely on color to lead the eye into or around your shot, you 

should pay particular attention to shapes, tones and textures in your frame.

Photography by
Sgt. Eric Jungels




