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AROUND CFAY
NAVFAC, PWD Introduce CFAY Designer 

Manhole Cover
Story and photo by James Kimber, CFAY Public A�airs

Yokosuka’s Naval Facilities, or NAVFAC, Far East unveiled 
a designer manhole cover last week carrying on a 
modern Japanese tradition that’s grown in popularity 

over the last 50 years. 

The Public Works Department Production Team fashioned 
the cover after the Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
command crest with the hiragana for “osui,” or sewage, near 
the cover’s edge. 

Satomi Furuno is a Production Control Specialist at NAVFAC. 
She said her team believe the manhole covers are a good 
item to help build deeper relationships within the community 
because it can go beyond language barriers and cultural 
di�erences. It was also fun project.

The covers being replaced were nearing the end of their 
service life and “NAVFAC was looking for a manufacturer who 
could provide products in a timely manner,” Furuno said. 

“I knew that designer manhole covers were very popular in 
Japan because my sister-in-law enjoys collecting cards of 
manhole covers produced by Japanese cities and had actually 
gone out to take pictures of them,” Furuno said. 

Japan’s designer manhole covers began in Okinawa’s Naha 
City in 1977. The covers were crafted with “happy �sh in water 
that had been cleaned by the new sewer system,” according 
to a Ministry of Foreign A�airs of Japan article. 

The initiative promoted the infrastructure’s installation and 
helped to bring awareness to the sewage system’s need. 
Other cities soon followed and, by 1981, city government’s 
added �uorescent and re�ective paints to the covers for 
safety and aesthetics. Today, it’s estimated more than 
90-percent of Japan’s municipalities maintain at least one 
designer manhole cover.

The customized covers have become more elaborate over 
the years and highlight the area’s claim to fame. They feature 
castles, local crops, sports teams, anime characters, ancient 
battles, and anything else imaginable. 

They’ve become so entrenched in Japanese society, that 
there are enthusiasts – like Furuno’s sister-in-law – who travel 

the country to visit each one and build large photo galleries 
in their phones. These hobbyists are called “manholers” and 
many local governments have taken notice. 

Cities will occasionally retire manhole covers and auction 
them o� to collectors interested in owning a heavy piece of 
local culture. National organizations devoted to the metal art 
coordinate annual conventions. In Kansai, a region famous 
for raising wagyu cattle, it’s possible to �nd vendors at 
festivals who grill steaks on replica covers to sear the street 
ornament’s unique patterns on each cut. 

NAVFAC and Public Works plan to install at least three of the 
colorized manhole covers outdoors “somewhere around the 
Main Gate and Kosano Park,” Furuno said. 

The non-color versions will be installed at random and 
�nding them will be like an “Easter Egg Hunt around base,” 
she said.

The one that is installed is in a spot that is about as random 
as possible on Main Base. CFAY’s only installed designer 
manhole cover is tucked away behind the Yokosuka Base 
Water Treatment Plant on the edge of Mitscher Street, a 
narrow side street only accessible o� of E Street.    



All classes are blended learning courses including an 
online portion, and an instructor-led classroom skill 
session. The online portion must be completed prior to 
the skills test.

CPR/AED/First Aid Course ($55)
  • Saturday, June 1: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
  • Monday, June 3: 3 to 6 p.m.
  • Saturday, June 22: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Basic Life Support Course ($55)
  • Thursday, July 11: 1 to 4 p.m.

  • Thursday, July 25: 1 to 4 p.m.
Babysitting Basics ($70) Recommended for ages 11-17)
  • Saturday June 2: 2 to 5 p.m.
Additional classes available by request for group of plus three.

To register, email: Yokosuka@redcross.org with the class and 
preferred date/time. You will receive a payment link and be asked to 
send your receipt in order to guarantee a spot in the course.

American Red Cross Summer Classes



Strengthen Career
Manage Money
Build Wealth 

A personal wealth building
program for sailors and

family members

Million Dollar Sailor

28-30 May, 0830-1500
Fleet Rec, 3rd Floor, Rm 336

For more information or to register, call 243-3372 or email
Germaine.moore3.ctr@us.navy.mil







Zushi Beach Fireworks 
May 30 (Thursday)

7:30 to 8:15 p.m. | Zushi Beach Zushi Beach (15-minute 
walk from east exit of JR Zushi Statio, JO-06, or south exit of 
Keikyu Zushi-Hayama Station, KK-53)
This early summer �reworks festival takes place over the 
ocean adjacent to Zushi Beach. During the 45-minute 
display, 7,000 �reworks will be dispatched.

Free Poppy Picking
May 25 (Saturday) - 26 (Sunday)

2 to 4 p.m. | Kurihama Flower Park (30-minute drive from 
Yokosuka main base/20-minute walk from JR Kurihama, 
JO-01 or Keikyu Kurihama Station, KK-67)

BEYOND
THE GATE

Iris Festival
June 1 (Saturday)

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. | Yokosuka Shobuen Iris Garden (Direct 
bus from Keikyu Shioiri Station, KK-60, or #25 bus from 
JR Yokosuka station, JO-03)
Yokosuka Shobuen is one of Japan’s renowned 
iris gardens in Japan. It boasts 140,000 irises of 
412 varieties covering approximately 9 acres. Free 
permission on the day.

Hama Fes Y165
May 25 (Saturday) - 26 (Sunday)

Sakuragi-cho (JR Sakuragicho Station, JK-11/ Bashamichi 
(JR Kannai Station, JK-10/ Yamashita Park (4-minute 
walk from Minatomirai Line Motomachi-Chukagai 
Station, MM-06/ China Town, Yokohama Park (Yokohama 
Stadium) areas
A two-day festival celebrating the opening of the 
Yokohama port. There will be concerts, dance 
performances, food booths and various events around 
the Yokohama port area. 

Yokosuka Downtown
Summer Kickoff Festival

May 25 (Saturday) - 26 (Sunday)
1 to 4 p.m. | Yokosuka Blue Street (7-minute walk from 
Yokosuka Main Base)
Yokosuka’s seasonal festival, which marks the beginning 
of summer, will feature a mikoshi and �oat parade on 
Sunday. The festival is a joint event between the three 
shrines around Yokosuka Chuo station.



NEWS AND NOTICES
DRAGON DAY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

DODEA Yokosuka Middle School is 
requesting adult volunteers for the school’s 
�eld day, called Dragon Day, scheduled 
Monday, June 3. Volunteers must have base 
access and have a volunteer registration 
packet on �le at the school. Volunteer 
Registration Packets are available in the 
school o�ce and take a few minutes to �ll 
in. For more information, please contact 
Yokosuka Middle School.

POST OFFICES CLOSURE
The Yokosuka and Ikego Post O�ces will 
be closed Monday, May 27 in observance 
of Memorial Day. Building G-59 and Ikego 
Pitney Bowes lockers remain available 
24/7. All services will resume on May 28. 
If you have any questions, call 243-6711, 
or send email: to YokosukaPostO�ce@
fe.navy.mil.

RLSO WESTERN PACIFIC LEGAL 
ASSISTANCE REDUCED SERVICES 

NOTICE
The Legal Assistance O�ce will be closed 
from May 24 to 27 in observance of 
Memorial Day. We will resume o�ce hours 
on Tuesday, May 28 at 8 a.m. We can be 
reached at yokosukalegalassistance@
us.navy.mil, or 
Local: 090-6181-4375 or, from U.S.: 011-
81-90-6181-4375.

YOKOSUKA CLEAN-UP WITH LOCAL 
COMMUNITY

Thursday, May 30 from 1:20 to 2:30 p.m. 
Come join the Yokosuka city’s annual 
clean-up (Waste Zero Campaign) event! 
You will be picking up trash in downtown 
Yokosuka with local community members. 
Open to Active Duty and SOFA members.
• Meeting time: 1:20 p.m.
• Meeting place: Park across from the 
Yokosuka City Hall 
• Attire: Navy PT uniform or appropriate 
civilian attire with Command ball cap 
• The city will provide cleaning equipment
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Filling out a card in advance helps you 
and your family save time in a crisis.

VOLUNTEER NOW FOR
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

Contingency Team
Help with emergency messages and 
during large scale emergencies.
Disaster Action Team
Help provide immediate assistance on 
scene of an emergency, and participate in 
base exercises
Also available:
• Youth Preparedness Team
• MTF Professional and Admin Help
• CPR/BLS/Babysitting Instructor
• Library
• PAWS
• Vet Clinic
• Post O�ce
How to volunteer:
1. Use a desktop or laptop computer.
2. Search and go to Red Cross Volunteer 
Connection.
3. Use the Yokosuka FPO zip code 96349.
4. Complete the on-line training.
5. If you have any problems, email: 
yokosuka@redcross.org, or call 243-7490.

CONSTRUCTION AND CLOSURES
Yokosuka Red Brick Area: Full road 
closure on weekends and holidays until 
July 2024 due to underground electrical 
repair. Taxi stand remains operational.
Sherman Avenue and Forrestal Street: 
Partial closure until June 30 due to asphalt 
replacement work.
Defense Logistics Agency Parking 
Lot: 50 perecent of DLA parking lot until 
February 2025.
Ikego NEX/MWR Parking Lot: 50 
perecent of NEX/MWR parking lot until 
October 2025.
McCormick Street and Leahy Street: Full 
road closure for underground utility works 
until Feb. 28, 2025.
Vandegrift Lane: Full road closure until 
October 2025.

• The event will be cancelled if it rains
• How to sign up: Email: cfaycomrel@
gmail.com through your command 
COMREL coordinator. We take 30 
volunteers on a �rst-come and �rst-serve 
bases by Thursday, May 23. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR 
JUNIOR SAILORS (E6 AND BELOW)

CFAY Public A�airs O�ce is looking for 
13 U.S. volunteers who would like to 
interact with Japanese guests at our “Navy 
Awesome Café,” an event where you can 
enjoy conversation over tea or co�ee in a 
relaxed atmosphere.
Date: Wednesday, June 5
Time: 9:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: The U.S.-Japan Cultural Exchange 
Center by the Main Gate  (Next to Gate 
Pass O�ce)
Attire: Navy Working Uniform 
Note: This is not an English class. This 
event is for Japanese people who are 
interested in communicating with U.S. 
Sailors, but their English skills vary. 
Japanese media might come to cover the 
event. 
Sign-up: Email your name, rank, command 
name and phone number to cfaycomrel@
gmail.com. Please sign up through your 
COMREL coordinator)

PREPARE TODAY! COMPLETE A RED 
CROSS CONTACT CARD

One of the main Red Cross missions 
OCONUS is to provide the Emergency 
Communication Message, AKA “Red 
Cross Message”. If you or an immediate 
family member experience an emergency 
that requires you to request leave from 
your Command, the Red Cross can 
verify that emergency as a third party. 
We will then deliver that information to 
your command, enabling them to make 
an informed decision regarding your 
emergency leave. Fill out a contact card 
today to ensure your contact information 
is ready before an emergency arises. 




