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199TH ASSUMES GARRISON COMMAND ‘

After spending the past three months working alongside the  for assisting with
561st Regional Support Group from Omaha, Neb., the 199th  the mission
Brigade Support Battalion, 256th Infantry Brigade Combat during the

Team, uncased its colors and assumed the position of outgoing garrison
garrison command, during a transfer of authority ceremony ¢ o mman d 0 §
on Camp Liberty in Baghdad, Iraq, June 6. tenure.

Commanded by Col. James B. Waskom of Abbeville, La.;Lt. fiYou sho
Col. Marc Kelly of Deville, La.; and Command Sgt. Maj. great patience as |
William Migues of New lberia, La., the Alexandria, La., unit you waited for )
learned only a few weeks before mobilizing to Camp Shelby, your turn to take
Miss., that they would be taking on this mission for the Victory t he r ei n

Base Complex . Deblieck said to
the 199th.
AThe 199th was the obvious choice tof@ on
because of the overallmake-up of t he wuni t , Waskomithdnkel i
GC deputy commander . AThe BtBeBb6lstfoatheir
headquarters element, which provides command and control guidance and

filled with | ogistical warr i assiseancein
assuring that the : s
Kelly compared the new posi tloaiseanatumit aLt.SCBI."’Mtar@Keﬁly%fVD@vﬂlé]I'_%.‘? nt . AT
mission includes running and maintaining the VBC, which has was prepared for 5,4 command Sgt. Maj. William
the same complexitesofamid-si zed city. o the mission long Migues of New Iberia, La., uncase
5 . ) before they ar-  he colors of the 199th Brigade _
AiThe 199t hds 6Task Force Buldvedtinlrég. i SSuﬁﬁbr‘ﬂiﬁ@aﬁoﬁ,gst% cak variet
sections with specific jobs including a director of publicworks, i The 561 ﬁtfartef‘:s €eliibn assumed the mis-
director of logistics, director of security, plans and operations three of their

" . - sion in Iraq as the garrison com-
and several mayor cells to help mitigate issues and facilitate  best to Camp

mand of the Victory Base Complex

the installation as the conditions are set for the responsible Shelby, Miss., to Baghdad, Iraq.
reduction of U.S. Troops andensuewékpewent 1 n I raq, o Kelly
explained. what we were coming into, and

AKeeping an installation of #fAtThhee ssei zSeo | odfi eWBsC hoepl epreadt irnegwr i t ¢

smoothly requires a lot of coordination, cooperation and mi nating training exercise, wt
partnership among many functional and operational Waskom said. Al thought the sc¢
organi zations, 0 said 561st Cwemr bttethefetchedartiwe Ar | an M.
Deblieck, of Indianola, lowa, as he thanked various partners  got here, but | have seen a Cont. page 2
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myriad of various situations in just the short few months conditions for the responsible draw down of U.S. Forces and
we have been here, and | anmqupwenat gr atef ul . 0

The 561st Garrison Command,SoldiefsdrenktheA@9th Brigadd Suppsrt Battaljomarea | s o
command by Command Sgt. Maj. Michael W. Ploeger, of  currently spread throughout the multi-national coalition and
Ankeny, lowa, was composed of approximately 120 Army attached to various other battalions to help ensure a
Reserve Soldiers from 24 states across the U.S. successful mission. The Louisiana Soldiers are scheduled to
return home around the end of the year.
Truly fitting to its name, Deblieck said the task force was
mixed together in a whirlwind in hopes that a competent
organi zation would result. f
addressed to his Troops. il
unselfish group of professionals who fought so hard to
create a cohesive team. o

Ailn a few short days, the t g
never be again, except in o
he said as he thanked them for working together and
making their mission successful.

A second deployment for the 199th, the Alexandria, La.,
headquartered unit deployed in 2004 in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom lll, as part of the 256th, and
conducted full spectrum operations.

] Col. James B. Waskom thanks the outgomg unit during
| n January, approxi mately 3atr4n9fé}of&u”th@rlﬁlﬁe‘ieménpﬁélﬂ‘at &%thﬁe anaos
Tiger Brigade, and Virgini alrﬁqsas]uﬁdbrh@c%ﬁm‘iaﬁd'tlhqu‘athB @$uﬁporﬂ nfant

Regiment, mobilized to Camp Shelby to conduct Battalionés takes on the missio
pre-deployment training in preparation to conduct force command for the Victory Base Complex in Baghdad,
protection and convoy security missions to help set the Iraq.

As Louisiana Guardsmen rose with the sun at Camp Victory,
Iraqg, to conduct their routine physical fitness training, the
day started out like any other, but quickly found its own way
to imprint a memory that would not be forgotten, when the
Troops were joined by a little piece of home.

iSaintsationso Jennifer and
physical fithess uniform and literally got down and dirty as
they did various exercises including push-ups, crunches and
flutter kicks in the Iraqgi dirt, and ended it with a two-mile run
with the deployed troops during their recent visit to Kuwait
and Iraq.

AThey were very energetic a s
the Troops, 0 said Sgt. Rebe
who was part of the group exercising with the cheerleaders.

AThey had no i ssues hittingst0|dlqel Te;InOKIT‘? nanag§f éLgsgf
[ ihins Chey nandl ed 0 bEtt(c%r{te \tlv{ﬁﬁlﬂ?ta%tamcFEnr?ofurm He rOLFLE’liﬁ)eI ers
the fuel database processer I?ltHeSStrglm - OI see ho
genuine they were about bDbri rﬁl%érl@a%lersqjl%ss LﬁlaneArr&/ph%/SmQIfltness

uniform to conduct physical training with Soldiers
from their home state while on a tour to Iraq and
Kuwait.

After incorporating themselves into one of the morning
exercise routines with the Soldiers, Jennifer and Erin spoke
in amazement of the camaraderie in the group during their
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morning workout.
AfEveryone was sO supportive con -
stantly encouraging each other, and checking on each other
during the run, and if one person would have stopped, every-

one would have, o Jennifer sa
run together, and that was g

st nded

Along with conducting the physical fitness training with th

Soldiers, Jennifer and Erin toured various places in Irag a
visited as many service members as time would allow whi
on their tour.

ilt was great to be abl e

ticularly the troops from Louisiana who were affected by
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, O ennifter sal d. _
these guys do. Every time | heard it, | wanted to say it

e a rPriCg ae x”B didil @dc d 1fMes M@r € O

AThis tour was a huge

newfound | ove and respect _faor ple in the mllltary
stated as their visit approe{‘ceﬁ’ed’velrtes S@pdnucdy Fude | anid
here, and 16m no ready to DadgWNatgono attitude, 0o said

tlons offlcer Chief Warrant Officer Dale D. Poe of Pine-

AThis ha schangng expedende.il haee beentruty ' I 1 €, La. ACandt wait to w
inspired and humbl ed, o expsroé"ssoed Jennifer as she gav
heartfelt appreciation of Ar med Forces. fEver yone ke
thanking us for coming, but we donét deserve the 6th

Garrison command, BDOC earns combat

patch
0Youdve earned t a
combat patch, but k e
you bullet proof,

Waskom reminded during the
ceremony.

. - e = .
(Above) Maj. Kevin Price, of Pineville, La., the direc- (Above) Abbeville, La., resident, Col. James B.
tor of security, plans and operations for the Victory Waskom, commander of the 199th Garrison Command,
Base Complex, proudly displays the 256th  Infan- warns Soldiers to maintain awareness, even after

try Brigade Combat Teamds pamningacombat pakclo, during the patching dererhony.
ing ceremony at Camp Victory, Irag.

Deville, La., resident, Lt. Col. Marc
Kelly, deputy commander for the
199th Garrison Command, and
Deridder, La., resident, Command
Sgt. Maj. Patrick L. Sandel, BDOC
senior enlisted advisor, place combat
patches on their Soldiers during a
patching ceremony.
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2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry Reqgiment falls in on adoc

Louisianads 2nd Battali dme 1%6Gtkh florfwartdr ¥ oRe g iwmne rkti n

headquartered in Abbeville, La., uncased their and other U.S. Forces as we defend Victory Base
colors, and assumed their mission as the Area Complex from hostile threat and continue ongoing
Defense Operations Center of the Victory Base security operations, o0 the ne
Compl ex, as Oregonodos 41sdid Infantry Brigade
Combat Teamdés ADOC cased their colors and
transferred authority during a ceremony held at Second Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment,
Camp West Liberty, Irag. mobilized Jan. 5th, as part of the approximate 3,400
Troops of the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
Before arriving to their new duty station, the who deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
battalion spent approximately two months at Camp to conduct convoy escort and force protection
Shelby, Miss., preparing for their position, and throughout the multi-national coalition, during the

upon arrival, worked alongside the outgoing ADOC responsible draw down of U.S. Forces in Iraq.
to transition into their role.

rom the time we were mob have
ained very hard for thi Eric
ACl ayo Rivers,-l8®&@mmasadied. o
time and effort went into being prepared for this,

and we came here ready to work and implement

we have |l earned and traine

i F
tr

o/

The new ADOC, also commanded by Command
Sgt. Maj. Sud A. Robertson, consists of eight
companies, and various missions to include
manning entry control points, escorting convoys,
operating the Joint Visitors Bureau and providing
security for distinguished visitors.

filt is a very versatile mifs " \ ) = lvery
confident that our Soldiers are trained, motivated St : ‘
ready to get started, 06 the

Over the past 12 mont hs, { -
Force Stetsondo set a stand
Hokanson, commander of the 41st IBCT said as he =

spoke of the outgoing unit| 3 - LEE
simple and effective é 1t [ = 8N al |«
the table.o Command Sgt Maj SudA Robertson of New Iberla

, and Lt. Col. Eric AClI ayo R
fiThe honor a482hd, and 1165, puth Qnd Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment, headquartered
into their missions here, now falls into the very in Abbeville, La., uncase the b
capable hands of Lt. Col. Rivers, Command Sgt. a transfer of authority ceremony as they assume the
Maj. Robertson, and the Soldiers of 2-156th position of the Area Defense Operations Center of the

Infantry, o Hokanson expVelgyBasgCompeyinligdnow in their own
way, they will find room to leave even more on the
table. 0
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|
From running the JVB Hotel to conducting force protection, Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry
Regiment have a wide array of missions throughout the Victory Base Complex in Irag. One of those missions
is to execute exterior perimeter patrols to maintain security within the installation.
Louisiana Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 156th Infan-
try Regiment, 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
check the walls that surround the Victory Base
Complex for damage or holes that could allow ac- = e T
cess the compound, during an exterior perimeter It d oesnodt ta k e lraqgi childr

patrol. Soldiers. While you would think they may be in-
timidated by the gear and weapons, the children
flock around as if they are meeting their favorite
super -heroes.

Iraqi children salute Soldiers from the Louisiana & o = .

Tiger Brigadeds 2nd Battalion, 156t nh Infantr Ug

ment, during an exterior perimeter patrol_ The local Chlldren watch with CUrlOSlty a.S aUu.s.
Convoy rolls by during an outer perimeter patrol.
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Hometown hero feature

Guardsman commits to continue service while
deployed

When a military service obligation ends, it is often a diffi-
cult choice to extend their contract and chance further
deployments or simply hang up the uniform, and resume
life as a civilian.

Making the decision while deployed and missing the nor-
mal luxuries of life would seem to be even more difficult
for most, but for a 46-year-old Louisiana Guardsman,
currently serving in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom,
extending his contract was no obligation, but a commit-
ment to finish what he started almost 30 years ago.

AJoini nS c. Arthur P. Stubbs, a 14-year Veteran,
the who volunteered to deploy with the 256th
S Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 13th Sus-

tainment Command (Expeditionary), re-

Sg\?lenme enli§ted for six years in the Louisiana Army
my life National Guard at a tactical operations Above 8 Spc. Arthur P. Stubbs, raises his right hand as
back. o centeratCamp Liberty, Iraq, far away from he is sworn in by the commander of Headquarters and

his hometown of Pioneer, La. Headquarters Company, 199th Brigade Support Battal-

] o ion, Capt. Christian T. Griffiths, while reenlisting into the
AWhen | first joined the Guodigiata Armiy NatiGh8l Guard bt CBp RibeRyeIfhg. t © mak e
a career of it, but ended 8tibbsdvthd domnitld t® dikimor® yedsof sBrving hig! bbs, w
enlisted as a member of C Company, 528th Engineer country and state, is currently deployed in support of
Battalion in Oak Grove, La., at the age of 17. Operation lraqi Freedom as par:t
gade.

He said he was self-employed using his military skills as
an interior electrician and a heavy equipment operator, iwWe never have to worry about h
but knew there was something else missing. people who take initiative to d

AWor k was sl ow, and | needaéadeewitrh thonehi ngButwi mboet comp
than that, | missed it. Being part of the military made me  one to show up every day for his shift. In fact, | wish | had 10

feel alive é You know how momet Smkedi ensl j et ybuk&i hdmt bai
not hing excites you, and ywakethic.ust f eel |l i ke youbre going
nowher e ¢é 0 -spekean Sdldidr dsde triedth t

explain why he decided to re-join after hanging up his  Stubbs said he volunteered to deploy as an engineer prior to

uni form 16 years ago. AfJohnsngut henGuaodraghuth gheeemwas
my | ife back. o an infantry brigade is much different than my training as an
engineer, but I I|ike it, and I

Reenlisting as a member of Detachment 2, 921st Engi-

neer Company, 528th Engineer Battalion, the mobiliza- A Thi s ti me | am finishing what
tion volunteer currently works as a security team member staying in until | hitthe 20-y e ar mar k, 0 he added
at an entry control point on the Victory Base Complex in

Il rag with the Tiger Bhe sog @f dosephsL. Studli3, talko oBPionegraadde)im@ie . p o r t
Battalionbs Headquarter s a GibsonbeQaklGrave Lat, the recentydittagh combat vatefan
Alexandria, La. has two children, 23-year old Tekela S. Stubbs, and 15-year

old Arthur P. Stubbs Jr.
il am gl ad he volunteer ed 6Stabbsksadhk is scheduled th returs homesfor lis two-aveek
happy to have him here, 0 s estdnd@dugefation &ogrid the ehddf tbepnonthl and phanse ,  a
noncommissioned officer in charge of the security teams to spend his time riding four-wheelers, and flying remote-
formed by the 199th BSB. controlled airplanes, and his new helicopter with his son.
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Mobilized Jan. 5, Stubbs
Tiger Brigade to conduct force protection throughout
the multi-national coalition to set the conditions for
the responsible reduction of U.S. Forces in Irag.

Spc. Arthur P. Stubbs, who reenlisted for six
years while deployed with Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 199th Brigade Support
Battalion, 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
arrives at an entry control point on the Victory
Base Complex in Baghdad, Irag. Stubbs, a 14 -
year combat veteran, volunteered to deploy with
the Tiger Brigade and works as a security team

PFC Xavier A. LO6Herisse
256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team Special Troops Battalion

Intelligence Analyst for Base Defense Operations Center

y* LHRR MNQL @K KTWT ¥
ries of home, but this
is exactly where | want Fear of deployment due to lack of experience,
SN AD QHF G Snotlkhwihg what to expect when reporting to
i my unit for the first time as a Soldier, saying
v 41 T goodbye to family and friends and ultimately just being a
* ¢ . \ fi | a m n oprivate,evere now the newest thoughts racing through my
~ ' | special, justa  mind. Surprisingly, those thoughts went away after step-
;a1 common man  ping through the doors of my unit that first day. After be-
“ Bl with common ing in an environment where the officers and non-
| thoughts. There commissioned officers appointed over me did not seem
are no monuments dedicated to me, and my name will even- afraid, or nervous about the deployment, but more fo-
tually forgottenéd were a f eauseddnthée missiont |uckhgadapted td theecommoro t i

me to join the Army National Guard. mind state.
Though | have no children or grandchildren, | wondered Surrounded by Soldiers in my unit who want others to
about the stories and lifetime experiences that | would be succeed, and who work as a team towards a successful

able to share with them somewhere in the future. The Army  end state is something that | could not imagine in any
has given me the ability to change those haunting thoughts,  organization other than the military.
which were merely a year and a half ago.

ATell your family youdre |
| feel privileged, and honored to serve my country, and be a  message | received from Staff Sgt. Jesse Boudreaux
part of a tradition that countries are built upon. | knew that right before deployment, is an example of the teamwork
joining the Army would be one of the most challenging and and a reassurance of success. | am 23-year-old private
rewarding experiences in my life. One of those challenges first class in Baghdad, Iraq, and occasionally | miss nor-

was the deployment to Irag. | graduated from AIT in Fort Hua- mal luxuries of home, but this is exactly where | want to
chuca, Ariz., in Nov. 2009, reported to my unit, Headquarters be right now.
and Headquarters Company, 256" Brigade Special Troops

Battalion, for pre-mobilization training the following January. | f You would i ke to E?r I

i
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There is no
greater
calling than to
serve your fello
men. There is nd
greater
contribution than
to help the weak.
There is no
greater
satisfaction than
to have done it
DOO "~ a:DOW
Reuther

Thank you



