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After spending the past three months working alongside the 
561st Regional Support Group from Omaha, Neb., the 199th 
Brigade Support Battalion, 256th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team, uncased its colors and assumed the position of      
garrison command, during a transfer of authority ceremony 
on Camp Liberty in Baghdad, Iraq, June 6. 
 
Commanded by Col. James B. Waskom of Abbeville, La.; Lt. 
Col. Marc Kelly of Deville, La.; and Command Sgt. Maj.     
William Migues of New Iberia, La., the Alexandria, La., unit 
learned only a few weeks before mobilizing to Camp Shelby, 
Miss., that they would be taking on this mission for the Victory 
Base Complex . 
 
ñThe 199th was the obvious choice to assume the mission 
because of the overall make-up of the unit,ò said Kelly, the 
GC deputy commander.  ñThe BSB staff consists of a      
headquarters element, which provides command and control 
filled with logistical warriors.ò  
 
Kelly compared the new position to a state government. ñThe 
mission includes running and maintaining the VBC, which has 
the same complexities of a mid-sized city.ò 
 
ñThe 199thôs óTask Force Bullet,ô is composed of a variety of 
sections with specific jobs including a director of public works, 
director of logistics, director of security, plans and operations 
and several mayor cells to help mitigate issues and facilitate 
the installation as the conditions are set for the responsible 
reduction of U.S. Troops and equipment in Iraq,ò Kelly       
explained. 
 
 ñKeeping an installation of the size of VBC operating 
smoothly requires a lot of coordination, cooperation and    
partnership among many functional and operational          
organizations,ò said 561st Commander Col. Arlan M.         
Deblieck, of Indianola, Iowa, as he thanked various partners 

for assisting with 
the mission      
during the       
outgoing garrison 
commandôs    
tenure.  
 
 ñYou showed 
great patience as 
you waited for 
your turn to take 
the reins,ò       
Deblieck said to 
the 199th.   
 
Waskom thanked 
the 561st for their 
guidance and 
assistance in  
assuring that the 
Louisiana unit 
was prepared for 
the mission long 
before they ar-
rived in Iraq. 
ñThe 561st sent 
three of their 
best to Camp 
Shelby, Miss., to 
ensure we knew 
what we were coming into, and that was invaluable.ò 
 
ñThese Soldiers helped rewrite the scenarios for our cul-
minating training exercise, which we are living today,ò 
Waskom said. ñI thought the scenarios they came up with 
were a little far-fetched until we 
got here, but I have seen a     Cont. page 2 

Lt. Col. Marc Kelly of Deville, La., 
and Command Sgt. Maj. William 
Migues of New Iberia, La., uncase 
the colors of the 199th Brigade 
Support Battalion, as the head-
quarters section assumed the mis-
sion in Iraq as the garrison com-
mand of the Victory Base Complex 
in Baghdad, Iraq.   
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T r o o p s  g e t  a  ñ s a i n t s a t i o n a l ò  v i s i t 

As Louisiana Guardsmen rose with the sun at Camp Victory, 
Iraq, to conduct their routine physical fitness training, the 
day started out like any other, but quickly found its own way 
to imprint a memory that would not be forgotten, when the 
Troops were joined by a little piece of home.  
 
ñSaintsationsò Jennifer and Erin dressed out in the army 
physical fitness uniform and literally got down and dirty as 
they did various exercises including push-ups, crunches and 
flutter kicks in the Iraqi dirt, and ended it with a two-mile run 
with the deployed troops during their recent visit to Kuwait 
and Iraq.  
 
ñThey were very energetic and excited about doing P.T. with 
the Troops,ò said Sgt. Rebecca A. Farmer of Hineston, La., 
who was part of the group exercising with the cheerleaders.  
 
ñThey had no issues hitting the dirt like the rest of us. In fact, 
I think they handled it better than some of the Soldiers did,ò 
the fuel database processer joked. ñIt was good to see how 
genuine they were about bringing up the morale.ò  
 
After incorporating themselves into one of the morning    
exercise routines with the Soldiers, Jennifer and Erin spoke 
in amazement of the camaraderie in the group during their                                                                      

 

myriad of various situations in just the short few months 
we have been here, and I am now grateful.ò 
 
The 561st Garrison Command, ñTask Force Twister,ò also 
command by Command Sgt. Maj. Michael W. Ploeger, of 
Ankeny, Iowa, was composed of approximately 120 Army 
Reserve Soldiers from 24 states across the U.S.  
 
Truly fitting to its name, Deblieck said the task force was 
mixed together in a whirlwind in hopes that a competent 
organization would result. ñYou are a dream team,ò he 
addressed to his Troops. ñI have never witnessed a more 
unselfish group of professionals who fought so hard to 
create a cohesive team.ò 
 
ñIn a few short days, the task force that never was, will 
never be again, except in our hearts and fond memories,ò 
he said as he thanked them for working together and  
making their mission successful. 
 
A second deployment for the 199th, the Alexandria, La., 
headquartered unit deployed in 2004 in support of        
Operation Iraqi Freedom III, as part of the 256th, and   
conducted full spectrum operations.  
 
In January, approximately 3,400 Troops from Louisianaôs 
Tiger Brigade, and Virginiaôs 1st Battalion, 116th Infantry 
Regiment, mobilized to Camp Shelby to conduct            
pre-deployment training in preparation to conduct force 
protection and convoy security missions to help set the 

conditions for the responsible draw down of U.S. Forces and 
equipment.  
 
Soldiers from the 199th Brigade Support Battalion are     
currently spread throughout the multi-national coalition and   
attached to various other battalions to help ensure a         
successful mission. The Louisiana Soldiers are scheduled to 
return home around the end of the year. 

Col. James B. Waskom thanks the outgoing unit during 
a transfer of authority ceremony held at Camp Liberty, 
Iraq, as, under his command, the 199th Brigade Support 
Battalionôs takes on the mission as the garrison  
command for the Victory Base Complex in Baghdad, 
Iraq.  

Soldiers from Louisianaôs 256th Infantry Brigade   
Combat Team are joined by ñSaintsationsò Jennifer, 
(center, with white hat) and Erin during their routine 
physical fitness training at Camp Victory. The     
cheerleaders dressed out in the Army physical fitness 
uniform to conduct physical training with Soldiers 
from their home state while on a tour to Iraq and     
Kuwait.  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                3 

P a g e  3  J u n e  

G a r r i s o n  c o m m a n d ,  B D O C  e a r n s  c o m b a t  

p a t c h  

Deville, La., resident, Lt. Col. Marc 
Kelly, deputy commander for the 
199th Garrison Command, and      
Deridder, La., resident, Command 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick L. Sandel, BDOC 
senior enlisted advisor, place combat 
patches on their Soldiers during a 
patching ceremony.  

morning workout.  
 
ñEveryone was so supportive of each other. They were con-
stantly encouraging each other, and checking on each other 
during the run, and if one person would have stopped, every-
one would have,ò Jennifer said. ñWe all started and ended the 
run together, and that was great.ò 
 

Along with conducting the physical fitness training with the 

Soldiers, Jennifer and Erin toured various places in Iraq and 
visited as many service members as time would allow while 

on their tour.   

 

 ñIt was great to be able to talk to all of the Soldiers, but par-
ticularly the troops from Louisiana who were affected by 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,ò Jennifer said.  

 
ñThis tour was a huge learning experience for me. I have a 

newfound love and respect for people in the military,ò Erin 

stated as their visit approached its end. ñI feel like I just got 
here, and Iôm no ready to leave.ò 

 

ñThis has been a life-changing experience. I have been truly 

inspired and humbled,ò expressed Jennifer as she gave her 
heartfelt appreciation of Armed Forces. ñEveryone kept 

thanking us for coming, but we donôt deserve the óthank you,ô 

(Above) Abbeville, La., resident, Col. James B.        
Waskom, commander of the 199th Garrison Command, 
warns Soldiers to maintain awareness, even after   
earning a combat patch, during the patching ceremony.  

òYouõve earned the right to wear a 

combat patch, but this doesnõt make 

you bullet proof,ó Col. James B.    

Waskom reminded during the  

ceremony. 

(Above) Maj. Kevin Price, of Pineville, La., the direc-
tor of security, plans and operations for the Victory 
Base Complex, proudly displays the 256th      Infan-
try Brigade Combat Teamôs patch, prior to a patch-
ing ceremony at Camp Victory, Iraq.   

these guys do. Every time I heard it, I wanted to say it 
back a million times more.ò 

 

ñThey were so much fun, and really brought the óWho 

Dat Nationô attitude,ò said Saints fan, and logistics opera-
tions officer, Chief Warrant Officer Dale D. Poe of Pine-

ville, La. ñCanôt wait to watch the first game of the sea-

son.ò 
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2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment falls in on adoc 

mission  

Louisianaôs 2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment 
headquartered in Abbeville, La., uncased their   
colors, and assumed their mission as the Area       
Defense Operations Center of the Victory Base   
Complex, as Oregonôs 41st Infantry Brigade    
Combat Teamôs ADOC cased their colors and 
transferred authority during a ceremony held at 
Camp West Liberty, Iraq.  
 
Before arriving to their new duty station, the       
battalion spent approximately two months at Camp 
Shelby, Miss., preparing for their position, and 
upon arrival, worked alongside the outgoing ADOC 
to transition into their role.  
 
ñFrom the time we were mobilized our Troops have 
trained very hard for this mission,ò Lt. Col. Eric 
ñClayò Rivers, commander of 2-156th said. ñA lot of 
time and effort went into being prepared for this, 
and we came here ready to work and implement 
we have learned and trained so diligently for.ò  
 
The new ADOC, also commanded by Command 
Sgt. Maj. Sud A. Robertson, consists of eight   
companies, and various missions to include     
manning entry control points, escorting convoys, 
operating the Joint Visitors Bureau and providing 
security for distinguished visitors.   
 
ñIt is a very versatile mission, but I feel very       
confident that our Soldiers are trained, motivated 
ready to get started,ò the Rivers said. 
 
Over the past 12 months, the Soldiers of ñTask 
Force Stetsonò set a standard, Col. Daniel R.     
Hokanson, commander of the 41st IBCT said as he 
spoke of the outgoing unit. ñTheir standard was 
simple and effective é It was simply, leave it all on 
the table.ò 
 
ñThe honor and pride the 1-82nd, and 1195th, put 
into their missions here, now falls into the very   
capable hands of Lt. Col. Rivers, Command Sgt. 
Maj. Robertson, and the Soldiers of 2-156th       
Infantry,ò Hokanson expressed. ñI know in their own 
way, they will find room to leave even more on the     
table.ò 

ñWe look forward to   working with our Iraqi partners 
and other U.S. Forces as we defend   Victory Base 
Complex from hostile threat and continue ongoing 
security operations,ò the new ADOC commander 
said.    
 
Second Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment,               
mobilized Jan. 5th, as part of the approximate 3,400 
Troops of the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team 
who deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
to conduct convoy escort and force protection 
throughout the multi-national coalition, during the  
responsible draw down of U.S. Forces in Iraq. 

Command Sgt. Maj. Sud A. Robertson of New Iberia, 
La., and Lt. Col. Eric ñClayò Rivers of Zwolle, La., of  
2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment, headquartered 
in Abbeville, La., uncase the battalionôs colors during 
a transfer of authority ceremony as they assume the 
position of the Area Defense Operations Center of the 
Victory Base Complex in Iraq.  
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P a g e  5  J u n e  

Louisiana Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 156th Infan-
try Regiment, 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 
check the walls that surround the Victory Base 
Complex for damage or holes that could allow ac-
cess the compound, during an exterior perimeter 
patrol.  

Iraqi children salute Soldiers from the Louisiana 
Tiger   Brigadeôs 2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry Regi-
ment, during an exterior perimeter patrol.  
 

 
From running the JVB Hotel to conducting force protection, Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry     
Regiment have a wide array of missions throughout the Victory Base Complex in Iraq. One of those missions 
is to execute exterior perimeter patrols to maintain security within the installation.  

ñAround the VBC perimeterò 

The local children watch with curiosity as a U.S.    
Convoy rolls by during an outer perimeter patrol.  

It doesnôt take Iraqi children long to spot U.S.  
Soldiers. While you would think they may be in-
timidated by the gear and weapons, the children 
flock around as if they are meeting their favorite 
super -heroes.  
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T a s k  F o r c e  B U L L E T i n  

H o m e t o w n  h e r o  f e a t u r e  

When a military service obligation ends, it is often a diffi-
cult choice to extend their contract and chance further 
deployments or simply hang up the uniform,  and resume 
life as a civilian.  
 
Making the decision while deployed and missing the nor-
mal luxuries of life would seem to be even more difficult 
for most, but for a 46-year-old Louisiana Guardsman, 
currently serving in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
extending his contract was no obligation, but a commit-
ment to finish what he started almost 30 years ago.  
 

Spc. Arthur P. Stubbs, a 14-year Veteran, 
who volunteered to deploy with the 256th 
Infantry  Brigade Combat Team, 13th Sus-
tainment    Command (Expeditionary), re-
enlisted for six years in the Louisiana Army 
National Guard  at a tactical operations 
center at Camp Liberty, Iraq, far away from 
his hometown of Pioneer, La.  
 

ñWhen I first joined the Guard in 1981, I planned to make 
a career of it, but ended up getting out,ò said Stubbs, who 
enlisted as a member of C Company, 528th Engineer   
Battalion in Oak Grove, La., at the age of 17.  
 
He said he was self-employed using his military skills as 
an interior electrician and a heavy equipment operator, 
but knew there was something else missing.  
 
ñWork was slow, and I needed extra money.  But more 
than that, I missed it. Being part of the military made me 
feel alive é You know how sometimes in life you find that 
nothing excites you, and you  just feel like youôre going 
nowhere é ò  said the soft-spoken Soldier as he tried to 
explain why he decided to    re-join after hanging up his 
uniform 16 years ago.  ñJoining the Guard again gave me 
my life back.ò 

 
Reenlisting as a member of Detachment 2, 921st Engi-
neer Company, 528th Engineer Battalion, the mobiliza-
tion volunteer currently works as a security team member 
at an entry control point on the Victory Base Complex in 
Iraq with the Tiger       Brigadeôs 199th Brigade Support 
Battalionôs Headquarters and Headquarters Company of 
Alexandria, La. 
 
ñI am glad he volunteered to deploy with us, and very 
happy to have him here,ò said Staff Sgt. Joseph T. Noe, a 
noncommissioned officer in charge of the security teams 
formed by the 199th BSB.   
 

Guardsman commits to continue service while      

deployed  

Above ð Spc. Arthur P. Stubbs, raises his right hand as 
he is sworn in by the commander of Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 199th Brigade Support Battal-
ion, Capt. Christian T. Griffiths,  while reenlisting into the 
Louisiana Army National Guard at Camp Liberty, Iraq.  
Stubbs, who committed to six more years of serving his 
country and state, is currently deployed in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom as part of Louisianaôs Tiger Bri-
gade.  

ñJoining 

the 

Guard 

again 

gave me 

my life 

back.ò 

ñWe never have to worry about him. He is just one of those 
people who take initiative to do their job without being told to.ò 
 
ñHe will do things without complaining, and is always the first 
one to show up every day for his shift.  In fact, I wish I had 10 
more Soldiers just like him,ò Noe said explaining Stubbsôs 
work ethic. 
 
Stubbs said he volunteered to deploy as an engineer prior to 
his current tour, but there was no open slot. ñDeploying with 
an infantry brigade is much different than my training as an 
engineer, but I like it, and I am proud to serve my country.ò  
 
ñThis time I am finishing what I started long ago. I am at least 
staying in until I hit the 20-year mark,ò he added. 
 
The son of Joseph L. Stubbs, also of Pioneer, and Jimmie S. 
Gibson of Oak Grove, La., the recently titled combat veteran 
has two children, 23-year old Tekela S. Stubbs, and 15-year 
old Arthur P. Stubbs Jr.  
Stubbs said he is scheduled to return home for his two-week 
rest and recuperation around the end of the month, and plans 
to spend his time riding four-wheelers, and flying remote-
controlled airplanes, and his new helicopter with his son.  
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J u n e  

 
 
 
Spc. Arthur P. Stubbs, who reenlisted for six 
years while deployed with Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 199th Brigade Support 
Battalion, 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 
arrives at an entry control point on the Victory 
Base Complex in Baghdad, Iraq. Stubbs, a 14 -
year combat veteran, volunteered to deploy with 
the Tiger Brigade and works as a security team 

 
ñI am no one 
special, just a 
common man 
with common 
thoughts. There 

are no monuments dedicated to me, and my name will even-
tually forgottenéò were a few of the thoughts that motivated 
me to join the Army National Guard.  
 
Though I have no children or grandchildren, I wondered 
about the stories and lifetime experiences that I would be 
able to share with them somewhere in the future. The Army 
has given me the ability to change those haunting thoughts, 
which were merely a year and a half ago. 
 
I feel privileged, and honored to serve my country, and be a 
part of a tradition that countries are built upon. I knew that 
joining the Army would be one of the most challenging and 
rewarding experiences in my life. One of those challenges 
was the deployment to Iraq. I graduated from AIT in Fort Hua-
chuca, Ariz., in Nov. 2009, reported to my unit, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 256th Brigade Special Troops 
Battalion, for pre-mobilization training the following January. 

 

Thoughts from the sandbox      

 
Fear of deployment  due to lack of experience, 
not knowing what to expect when reporting to 
my unit for the first time as a Soldier, saying 

goodbye to family and friends and ultimately just being a 
private, were now the newest thoughts racing through my 
mind. Surprisingly, those thoughts went away after step-
ping through the doors of my unit that first day. After be-
ing in an environment where the officers and non-
commissioned officers appointed over me did not seem 
afraid, or nervous about the deployment, but more fo-
cused on the mission, I quickly adapted to that common 
mind state. 
 
Surrounded by Soldiers in my unit who want others to 
succeed, and who work as a team towards a successful 
end state is something that I could not imagine in any 
organization other than the military.  
 
ñTell your family youôre in good hands, letôs do this,ò a text 
message I received from Staff Sgt. Jesse Boudreaux 
right before deployment, is an example of the teamwork 
and a reassurance of success. I am 23-year-old private 
first class in Baghdad, Iraq, and occasionally I miss nor-
mal luxuries of home, but this is exactly where I want to 
be right now.  

y* LHRR MNQL@K KTWT¥

ries of home, but this 

is exactly where I want 
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PFC Xavier A. LôHerisse 
 
256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team Special Troops Battalion  
 
Intelligence Analyst for Base Defense Operations Center  

If you would like to participate in ñThoughts from the 

Sandboxò please contact  tresa.allemang@iraq.centcom.mil 

 
Mobilized Jan. 5, Stubbs deployed with Louisianaôs 
Tiger Brigade to conduct force protection throughout 
the multi-national coalition to set the conditions for 
the responsible reduction of U.S. Forces in Iraq.  
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Congratulations!  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                9 

a PLEDGE TO CONTINUE 
�³There is no 
greater  
calling than to 
serve your fellow 
men. There is no 
greater  
contribution than 
to help the weak. 
There is no 
greater  
satisfaction than 
to have done it 
�D�O�O���´���a�:�D�O�W�H�U��
Reuther 

Thank you  


