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Victory Team,

AGE FROM V6 AND V/

Another year is upon us and we have a lot to look forward to!

This month we will welcome our new deputy commanding general of support Major General
Timothy Thombleson who comes to us from commanding the 38th Infantry Division, Indiana
National Guard. His knowledge and expertise will be an excellent addition to the Victory Team.

We will also be saying farewell to the 1st Infantry Division as they will redeploy back to Fort
Riley, Kansas.We are grateful for everything they accomplished during their time in Europe as
part of Atlantic Resolve and V Corps. They have been an integral part of our mission to deter
Russian aggression and bolster NATO’s eastern flank.

Big Red One, thank you for your hard work and dedication to the V Corps mission. You have done
well. Safe travels home and we hope you get to enjoy some well-earned down time with your
loved ones.

We are excited to welcome the 4th Infantry Division back to Europe and know the Ivy Team will
continue to build on the success of the Big Red One.

As we move into 2023, the Command Sergeant Major and I are striving to improve our combat
readiness; providing world-class support for our Soldiers, Airmen, Civilians and Families; and
continuously improving interoperability with our allies and partners.

We need your help ensuring V Corps stands ready to answer the call should our allies or our
nation need our help. We will accomplish this by maintaining the physical and mental wellbeing
of our service members and their families; directing our efforts on our facilities, services and force
protection across our area of operations; and conducting deliberate engagements with our allies
and partners to integrate our capabilities.

Command Sgt. Maj. Raymond S. Harris

Victory Team, you have built this Corps from the ground up and as we move into Year 2 of being fully operationally capable, we
want you all to know how proud we are of everything you have accomplished. This year we continue our efforts as a senior tactical
headquarters to provide training, sustain readiness and retain operational control of assigned and allocated units in order to compete
across the competition continuum alongside our allies and partners; deny adversaries advantages in crisis; and should conflict occur,
fight and WIN. We are confident in our Team’s ability to meet and exceed these expectations.

It Will Be Done! Victory!

RAYMOND S. HARRIS JOHN S.KOLASHESKI
Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Lieutenant General, U.S. Army
V Corps Command Sergeant Major Commanding

VICTORY TIMES

Commanding General ........ccccoeeeoneeunne. Lt. Gen. John Kolasheski
Command Sergeant Major CSM Raymond Harris
Chief of Staff. Col. J. Frederick Dente
HHBN Commanding Officer................... Lt. Col. Jordan Bradford
HHBN Command Sergeant Major.......CSM William Staun

V Corps Public Affairs
Room 6-2-023
1600 Spearhead Division Ave.
Fort Knox, Ky. 40121
(502) 613-3883

This newsletter is published for the U.S. Army V Corps. Views and opinions expressed in the Victory Times are not necessarily the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Army, or V Corps. Victory Times is produced in accordance with
AR 360-1 -- Department of the Army Public Affairs Program. Editorial content is gathered, prepared, edited and provided by the V Corps Public Affairs
Office. All photos are property of the U.S. Army, unless otherwise credited.

\ |\l [
YEAR IN REVIEW: THE BIG RED ONE IN EUROPE

Ist Infantry Division

U.S. Army story by Spc. Charles Leitner '

hen Soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division
look back on their deployment in Europe,
what will they remember of their time there?

Since their arrival in February of 2022, the divi-
sion has seen a steady stream of Soldiers rotating
through Europe to support allies and partners by
improving capacity, capability and interoperabili-
ty so as to fight alongside a diverse range of units
if needed. The units operationally assigned to the
1 ID under V Corps, America’s forward deployed
corps in Europe, trained alongside armed forces
elements from Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Sweden.

Often Maj. Gen. John V. Meyer III, commander
of the 1 ID, has asked Soldiers working in Europe
what it means to be interoperable.

The 1 ID deployment in Europe has in many
regards been about developing stronger commu-
nication efforts between allied units. Throughout
their deployment, Soldiers have had the opportu-
nity to improve readiness and develop warfighting
tasks. Though nearly a dozen languages were spo-
ken amongst allied forces, there existed a com-
mon understanding of the present goal at hand.

“We’re here to defend with our NATO allies,”
said Meyer. “We appreciate you joining the Big
Red One, we appreciate you joining our team.”

When the first round of Soldiers assigned to the
1 ID arrived most were expecting a six month de-
ployment. Although the invasion of Ukraine at the
start of the year extended the timeline of the divi-
sion’s rotation, their mission remained the same.

“We took an oath to support and defend the ide-
als of our country,” said Meyer during a transfer
of authority ceremony in Zagan, Poland. “Those
ideals are the framework that sets our country
apart and then our country asked us to come to
Europe.”

Stronger Together

As soon as 1 ID boots touched European soil, a
string of notable events followed. There was De-
fender 22, when units working alongside the Big
Red One conducted one of the largest land exer-
cises in Europe, showcasing their ability to cross
streams and rivers during combat operations.

From there these units went on to assist with
regional modernization efforts during multiple
Abrams Logistical Summits conducted with Pol-
ish military partners after the construction of the
Abrams Tank Training Academy in the Repub-
lic of Poland at the Biedrusko Training Area in
Poznan, Poland.

“It’s all about building the partnership in re-
gards to the NATO allies,” said Maj. Robert C.
Churchill, the operations officer assigned to 1st
Battalion, 68th Armored Regiment, 3rd Armored

=

U.S. Soldiers assigned to the 5th Engineer Battalion, 36th Engineer Brigade, coordinate boat movement during a wet-gap

crossing operation part of Defender Europe 22 held at D¢blin, Poland, May 13, 2022. Defender Europe 2022 is a series of
U.S. Army Europe and Africa multinational training exercises in Eastern Europe. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt.
Agustin Montariez)

Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
during one of these summits. “Doing this builds
our allies and ensures our enduring partnership in
Poland will continue and only get stronger.”

The work continued at exercise Hammer 22 as
units attached to the 1st ID trained alongside Fin-
land’s Armored Brigades. The exercise utilized
over 4,000 Finnish soldiers and about 200 U.S.
Soldiers from the 3rd Armored Brigade Combat
Team, Ist Cavalry Division. The U.S. cavalry Sol-
diers trained shoulder to shoulder with their Finn-
ish counterparts in the forests of Kankaanpii,
Finland, operating M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicles
and Abrams tanks throughout the duration of the
two week exercise.

“I know we have a team here we can fight along-
side with,” said Lt. Col. Levi Thompson, com-
mander of the 6th Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regi-
ment, 3-1 ABCT, one of the unit’s operationally
assigned to the 1 ID that participated in the ex-
ercise.

Many of these training missions emphasized the
importance of knowing NATO’s capabilities and
how best to work together. By year’s end, the 1
ID and its partner units supplied a combat force
of approximately 12,000 Soldiers. These elements
worked in conjunction with host nations to ensure
stability and create strengthened bonds of partner-
ship.

“I can say that being together is good,” said Lt.
Col. Viktors Kareckis, battalion commander for
the Latvian National Guard’s 4th Brigade, 44th
Infantry Battalion during exercise NAMEJS 22.
Kareckis and his unit coordinated force protec-
tion alongside U.S. Soldiers during the Latvi-
an-led combined military exercise in which U.S.

Soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division Artillery,
working in tandem with Soldiers of the 3rd Bat-
talion, 321st Field Artillery Regiment, 18th Field
Artillery Brigade and Airmen of the 352nd Spe-
cial Operations Wing, delivered two M142 High
Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, often referred
to as HIMARS, to multiple locations across Lat-
via as a way to showcase their capability for rapid
response.

NAMEIS rolled into Silver Arrow, then Iron Wolf
and Bull Run soon thereafter; a year of active par-
ticipation in the combined effort of NATO defense
and training.

To cap off the year, Soldiers stationed at the for-
ward operating station in Bolestawiec, Poland,
conducted exercise Winter Strike 22, a command
post exercise and simulated battle drill designed
to further develop battlefield communication
strategies amongst allied leadership elements.

“Over the course of the last 20 plus years, we
have been fighting a counter-insurgency battle
and now we’re shifting our focus back to large-
scale combat operations,” said U.S. Army Lt.
Col. Paul G. Lockhart, commander of 1st Battal-
ion, 66th Armor Regiment, 3rd Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, during one
of the many live fire exercises conducted in Eu-
rope throughout the year. “We’re getting back to
the basics so if we have to fight a near peer threat
or competitor, we have the ability to do that.”

In February of 2023, exactly one year after the 1
ID arrived in Europe, the unit will transfer com-
mand authority to the 4th Infantry Division, hav-
ing woven new threads in the ever growing fabric
of European and American history.
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Soldiers from V Corps

and st Armored Brigade
Combat Team, Ist Infantry
Division prepare the load
test of the RM70 Mobile
Railway Ramp at the
railhead near Drawsko
Pomorskie, Poland. This
was the first time in history,
Polish equipment was used
to load the U.S. tracked

U.S. and Polish Soldiers gather
vehicles.

for Women's Cultural Exchange. < e
173rd Airborne Brigade participate in Saber Strike 22 in Latvia.

JMUARYE LD R BT FEBRUARY 1 MARCH 7

Soldiers with Enhanced Forward Presence Battlegroup Poland
participate in a NATO live fire exercise in Poland.

MARCH 16

U.S. Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin visits U.S.

] . . > ( 2% \ : ! ' 17 y : i Soldiers and Bulgarian
3rd Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment, o g [ o ‘ S
61 A el b 5 : s ‘ ' Al b i \ | Land Forces, at Novo
ran the symbolic 9-kilometer route 3rd Sauad. 2d Cavalry Rewi 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 3 g Y ) N " N selo Trainine Ar
ra squagron, ) WG Infantry Division receive M142 Abrams y i N ~ : elo traimng Ared,

from Vilnius Antakalnis Cemetery to < : N
the Television Tower together with our cggﬁlggi;fsf ;l]fs,i,:zgli:zfg 0,;25203100 o ;()znkf rom {4"’”]-" Preposit iog'ze;l Stocks U.S. Army Gen. Mark A. Milley,
rogram for the first time in history in Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

partners from Lithuania and other NATO : : . e (T ) . L . - .
s as part of Sabef Strike 22. 28 Grafenwoehr, Germany. A R L el /! [nfantry Division conduct live fire training exercise
EBRUARY M ARCH 2 Latvia. with Romanian forces at Smardan Training Area.

JANUARY 10 MARCH 5 MARCH 8

Bulgaria.

MARCH 18

JANUARY 11 FEBRUARY MARCH 11

. iy : President Joe Biden approved the deployment . . .
Allied Spirit 22 kicks off. restaentt o pden dpproved e deproymen V Corps Soldiers rapidly deploy to Ansbach, Germany to build
of 3,000 U.S. troops to Poland, Germany and ) ) Y o ] . - Sot. Mai. of th
Romania readiness, improve interoperability, reinforce allies and deter gt. Maj. of the
- . . . i ’ Army Michael A.
further Russian aggression. Gri -
} rinston visits

U.S. Soldiers at
Grafenwoehr,

Germany.

3rd Division
Sustainment

FEBRUARY 24' 2022 FEBRUARY 26 e N e A e “ - = j il;ﬁ;g:g;’g:jision,
RU S s IA I NVAD Es U KRAI N E Ist Air Cavalry Brigade 11 ' 12th Combat Aviation Brlgaea’rtczpc?tes in Latvian - 7 deploy to Europe.

arrives in Poland. Armed Forces media day.
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1st Battalion, 3rd B
Aviation Regiment V Corps participates

“Viper Battalion,” d Lp ‘ : : . in th? 78th
12th Combat s iea b b A 1S A Anniversary of
‘ ; : \ : = D-Day in Normandy,

returns home to o= g e NN 'A e ; 3 7 o A [ France.
German) : ue | 2 e O i JUNE 2
MAY 20 | LN i

Area Support Group — Black Sea Y& zlm 28 47 At . : R n o Ukrainian Refugees - - _ 3rd Armored
hosts an Orthodox Easter Egg . - Y - o T . - : ™\ in Bulgaria host : Brigade Combat
Hunt at Mihail Kogalniceanu Air : g o : o thank you ceremony . — : o Team, 4th

Base, Romania, 4th Security Force ) ; B, Ak Sor the U.S. and - e : Infantry Division
APRIL 23 Assistance’Brigade 3 o el & .2 / N fire M 142 '
participated in o4 T SR RAR ol o B X o (oward helping e R Abrams during
a demonstration , N > i Y Ukraine. ; gunnery table V
\ = in Poland.

Aviation Brigade

of capabilities at
Bulgaria’s Armed
Forces Day celebration.

-
. !

V' Corps unfurls the unit colors in Ansbach,

Germany. AP RI I. 5

;,ﬂ,; : V Corps participates i & ) i with Poland's
\:‘ﬁ Soldiers fr om 2nd in a Memorial % | | : 4th Chemical
4 Lt. Gen. John S. Kolasheski, commanding - Cav‘.d’f y Reglment Day ceremony |l & Ty || Reginment
12th CAB g general, V Corps, and Maj. Gen. Christopher e, L\ POTTICIpate 1N at the Normandy | g};ﬁgg
VS L e A : LaNeve, commanding general, 82nd Airborne ’ ) S Sliven Strong Man American Cemetery o
Polish-led joint ' AW Division, hold a press conference with "% | = <o M Competition in and Memorial, in i ‘j’ﬁ’ﬁ 10
exercise in » =~

R AT et 4M1 Spokesman for the Department of Defense, ] T ; Normandy, France.
Poland. . : Pt . . SR |
“An T %, Al John Kirby. 3 MaY 29 ; '
X B o3 APR"_ 24 / (Cont. pg. 8)

, MAY 31 - JUNE 7
Ist Air Cavalry V Corps’ held its first annual Ehlers . , JUNE17

Brigade, ]“?t. . Cup competition in Grafenwoehr, { T ZVnE Belgium’s King
Cavalry Division Germany. Winners were given a . s8R .oy S W B Phillipe visits Mihail

conduct aerial battlefield tour of Normandy, France, \\ o A

™ cunnery trainin, g .
igzt NOV’ZSeZO g during the 7§th anniversary of the Base, Romania.

Training Area,
Bulgaria.

JUNE 28

: 101st  Airborne  Division  (Air
| Assault) arrives in Romania.

A

Haay,
;.‘ U.S. Soldiers and NATO allies complete a historic wet-

M AY 1[] gap crossing operation as part of Defender Europe 22 ! , A N
held at Nowogrod, Poland. LS | — i

> ‘de-.‘_ 4 /i oI DNSIAL - \
From left to right, UK. Brig. Gen. Chris King, commander,
104th Theatre Sustainment Brigade, U.S. Army Maj. Gen.
Robert Burke, deputy commanding general for support,
U.S. Army V Corps and Denmark Maj. Gen. Wiggers
Hyldgaard, chief of joint operations stand shoulder to
shoulder after witnessing a port operation in which U.K.

12th CAB participates in
exercise Swift Response in ! . 3 .
Norway. | il 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team,

. s . . y = : e 4th Infantry Division take over for Ist
forces managed transit logistics of British and American e o o - e rs . 5 . . 4 sl :
o X . b e e S o R SRR [ o PP ; Wl \ A d Brigade Combat Team, Ist
military equipment to a Danish port. 12th CAB participated in Joint Terminal Attack T : LAY : A ymored prigade Lombat feam, 15

Infantry Division in Poland.
Controllers training in Camp Adazi, Latvia. nfaniry Division in Polan
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JuLy 13

Ist Infantry
Division Artillery
sets up tac

at Forward
Operating Site
Adazi, Latvia.

Y vy s
N
U.S.-Romanian
Air and Land
Demonstration as part
% of the 101st Airborne
" Division (Air Assault)
3 Uncasing Ceremony in
Romania.

Soldiers from 7th Army
Training Command and V
Corps participate in the 7th
ATC/V Corps level Best Squa
Competition.

JULY 14

3/4 ABCT conducts
weapon swap training
with Finnish Soldiers at

Niinisalo, Finland.

JuLy 23

V Corps’unveils Camp Kosciuszko.

~ AUguST 4

European Best Sniper Competition

AuGuST 4

A U.S. Army M2A43 Bradley

JULY 5
3/4 ABCT holds team leader academy with
Finnish soldiers.
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2nd Brigade Combat

AR participate in exercise
Ryske 22 in Finland.

Fighting Vehicle assigned to
3/4 ABCT participates in a
live fire training at Drawsko
Pomorskie, Poland.

U.S. hosts Abrams Tank Academy at Biedrusko, Poland,
to teach Polish tank crewmen on operations, tactics and
maintenance of the M1 Abrams tanks.

AUGUST 10

Div. conduct combined
arms manuever training
with Finnish forces in
Rovaniemi, Finland.

AUGUST 11

Corps participates in
Polish Armed Forces Day

parade.

AUGUST 8-12

U.S. Army Europe and Africa Best Squad Competition

12th CAB participate in exercise
Justice Eagle 22.

SEPTEMBER 3

101st ABN
participate in 78th
Commemoration {8
of Operation X4
Market Garden in
the Netherlands.

SEPTEMBER 11 |

SEPTEMBER

12th CAB participate in ji§
exercise Ample Strike inf§
the Czech Republic.

SEPTEMBER 12

Exercise
Silver Arrow 2022
Camp Adazi,Latvia.

SEPTEMBER 29

(Cont. pg. 10)

2nd BCT, 101st Airborne
Div. participate in Romanian
Navy Day ceremony.

AUGUST 15

SEPTEMBER 27
U.S. Army Europe and Africa provide HIMARS for Swedish
ed exercise Nordic Strike 22

AUGUST 29
3rd Armored
Brigade Combat
Team, Ist
Cavalry Division
uncase their

2Mcolors in Poland.

.

W™ SEPTEMBER 30

AEIT V Corps welcomes

o new Deputy
Commanding

General of ==
Manuever |
Maj. Gen. David
B. Womack.
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U.S. Army Soldiers with the 3rd Battalion, 8th
Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat

LN
P

Team, _Ist Cavalry Division (3.—8 CAV) and I-Sl‘ o S - W Brigade
Battalion, 185th Infantry Regiment along with L Combat Team
soldiers from the Romanian Army “Transylvanian | G2 =3 Ist Cavalry '
Gepards " Battery, British Army “Black Dragons” | == Division
Troop, Poliivh Armed Forces.]5th Mechanized g s i
Infantry Brigade, and Croatian Army from r— exercise Hammer
“Archer” Battery take over Battlegroup Poland. — 22 in Niinisalo
UBTUBER 4 Finland.
A e D %) e
| 2 .
UCTOBER & U.S. Soldiers assigned to A Battery; Field
T Artillery Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment,
o - fire M77742 Howitzers during a Table XV
-B
” a = Battery Certification live fire exercise in
Germany.
1y o gy - ‘
Soldiers from e 1 ﬂ “/I \ ', E 7 . e
Lk 3 \ Ist Infantry — | iy A== CialdP _
b’ N O\ ¢ *=| Division arrive & - » =3 D s g
N ‘ — | in Poznan, & A etk - :
: — 4l Poland. ' 2 5 ~ =
UETUBER 13 AB S P < 12 CAB joins the Netherlands and Poland at
> exercise Falcon Autumn in the Netherlands.
l I ) ) ] (]
I

OCTOBER 26

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division & e [
.. . LS AT . ;
Host Abrams Logistical Summit (

)
|

NOVEMBER 1
2nd BCT, 101st ABN conduct
fast rope insertion and extraction | »’(
systems training

OCTOBER 21

2nd BCT, 101st ABN participate in exercise Olympic
Cooperation in Greece.

OCTOBER 23

U.S. Army participates
in memorial ceremony
for the Polish and

Hungarian Uprisings ‘ . N : UCTUBER 25

Exercise Iron Wolf 22 in Lithuania.

of 1956.
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