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Marine Corps Installations

Pacific Change of Command
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Maj. Gen. William J. Bowers, right, outgoing commanding general, relinquished command of Marine Corps Installations Pacific to Maj. Gen.

Stephen E. Liszewski, left, incoming commanding general, outside of MCIPAC’s Headquarters Building, Camp Foster, Okinawa, June 24, 2022.

Sgt. Maj. Joy M. Kitashima, sergeant major for MCIPAC-Marine Corps Base Camp Butler, watches as the unit’s guidon is passed from the
outgoing commander to the incoming commander. RELATED STORY PAGE 25
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Big Circle

Big Circle is an authorized
publication of the United States
Marine Corps. However, the
contents of Big Circle are not
necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps,
U.S. Government, or Department
of Defense. It is published every
four months by Communication
Strategy and Operations, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific. Big Circle
is on the Web at https://www.
dvidshub.net/publication/1184/
the-big-circle.

Email subscriptions to this
publication are available
online by subscribing via
https://www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-big-
circle. Subscribers will receive
an e-mail when the latest issue
has been published on the
Web. The publication can be
viewed in PDF format online or
downloaded.
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MCIPAC Change of Command
Maj. Gen Bowers to Maj. Gen. Liszewski

Maj. Gen. William J. Bowers, outgoing commanding general,
relinquished command of Marine Corps Installations Pacific
to Maj. Gen. Stephen E. Liszewski outside of MCIPAC’s Head-
quarters Building, Camp Foster, Okinawa, June 24, 2022.

The change of command ceremony is a military tradition in
which authorities and responsibilities from one commander
to another are formally transferred.

After passing the MCIPAC colors to Liszewski, Bowers gave
remarks to all guests and attendees as the outgoing com-
mander. Bowers, who took command of MCIPAC in July 2019,
and is the commanding general of Marine Corps Recruiting
Command at Marine Corps Base Quantico, thanked the
Marines, their families, and the Japanese counterparts he
worked with side-by-side for the past three years.

“To our master labor contractors, know this: we could not do
our job without you. It has been an inspiration and a special
privilege to watch you come to work every day, give your 100
percent best in excellence, in everything you do,” said Bowers
during his farewell speech.

Liszewski then conveyed his enthusiasm to take the helm of
MCIPAC as the new commander. Prior to assuming command
of MCIPAC, Liszewski served on the Joint Staff as the Deputy
Director, Joint Training, Joint Staff J7, and a Director for the
Russia and Ukraine Crisis Management Team.
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the ceremony at the Community
Center was the best option,” said
Mutsumi Yamauchi Buhler, an
employee service administrator at the
Civilian Human Resources Office, who
organized the event.

Even during the pandemic, CHRO
created and provided the certificates
of appreciation signed by the
commanding general to each retiree,
according to Yamauchi. Instead of a
ceremony, management presented
the certificates to the retirees at
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“MCIPAC is better because we
have you on our team. During the
challenges brought by the COVID
pandemic, many of you worked long
hard hours to ensure our Marines and
their families were taken care of. Your
sacrifice and dedication has not gone
unnoticed and from the bottom of my
heart...Thank you!”

The commanding general then
handed a certificate to each retiree.

Noriko Hanashiro, a full time food
service employee at the Food Services

and continue to work after their
retirement as post retirement
employees.

According to the Labor Management
Organization for U.S. Forces Japan
employees, as of March 2022, about
9,000 Japanese are working on the
military bases in Okinawa, a little
over 3,000 are on Marine Corps bases
alone.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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A participant tries to make an advanced onigirazu using a full sheet of dried

seaweed.

https://www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/Big-Circle/
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Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

take advantage of this type of program in the future so

making them. She hopes that more service members will
they can better connect with Japanese culture.

After receiving a total of five participants and enjoying
incredibly fun to learn about the history of onigiri, while

making onigirazus herself, Carrera stated that it was

BE—KZT VBT B LELWLEI

MARINES LEARN JAPANESE

CULTURE THROUGH FOOD
For many Marines, being stationed on Okinawa is their

first experience living outside of the U.S.. Life in a foreign

Elena Carrera, a coordinator with Futenma Single Marine

country comes with many areas of unfamiliarity, such as
Program, Marine Corps Community Services Okinawa,
looked for something unique for her single Marines to
get to know, and accustom themselves to the new land,
and its culture. She thought that hands-on experiences,
particularly food related ones, have the ability to bring

local customs, courtesies, and culinary choices.
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them closer to Japanese culture and offer an opportunity

for more questions and understanding.
inter-cultural coordinator for MCCS Family Programs and

Resources, for ideas.

In response to the request from Carrera, Tamaki came
up with the idea of teaching the SMP participants how to
make onigirazu. On May 13, she held her very first onigiri
making class.
few decades but in the past 10 years it has become more

popular among the Japanese, especially mothers who

“I did the rolled sushi making class last year and it was
prepare bentos (lunch boxes) for school children.

very well received,” said Tamaki. “Many participants

requested to do something similar again, and that they
Onigirazu is a type of Japanese rice ball shaped into a

flat rectangle, like a sandwich. It has been around for a

Carrera asked Megumi Tamaki, the instructor and
would like to have onigiri,” she explained.

Cpl. Samuel Nievescisneros, Marine Air Control Squadron
4, Marine Air Control Group 18, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing,
said, “l came to Okinawa a few months ago and | have
seen this type of food at the convenience stores, but |

didn’t wish to buy one.”
“It was fun and onigirazu was tasty,” said Nievescisneros,

was changed to ‘nigirazu’ since this type of dish does not
Being his first time trying to make onigirazu, his cooking

efforts were a little awkward at first but in the end he

satisfied with the surprise lunch and a full stomach.

require ‘nigiri’ —molding rice in your hands.
made a couple of onigirazus without anyone’s support.

Onigirazu is named after onigiri but the word ‘-nigiri’
appreciation for the food culture of Japan and have a

Tamaki hoped the Marines would gain a greater
more fulfilling time in Okinawa.
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A: In a phone call from Brig. Gen. Timothy name and its translation from English to

Ghormley, the deputy commanding general
of lll Marine Expeditionary Force in August
2001, he wanted to know why all the good
community relations stories between
service members and the Okinawan public
that he reads in the "Okinawa Marine"
newspaper (a weekly newspaper published
by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler, until
2014), rarely appear in the local Okinawan
media. He asked me how we can get the
community relations events relayed to

the Okinawan public. | told the general we
would publish directly to the Okinawan
community, bypassing the local media.
However, the problem was the funding
necessary to start up such a publication and
maintain it. Then, the general told me if |
develop a plan, he would ensure | got the
money necessary to make it a reality. Thus,
the idea of the "Big Circle" was conceived
and one year later in July 2002 the first
issue of Big Circle was published and distrib-
uted to communities on Okinawa.

on current and future U.S. programs and
policies that will have a positive impact on
the Okinawan community.

Q: What outcome did you expect from the
magazine?

A: | did not want a magazine that talked
about the geopolitics of the U.S. military’s
presence in Japan or our activities in the
region. My ultimate goal for the magazine
was that it would promote, highlight and
maintain positive Okinawan-American rela-
tions at the grassroots level on Okinawa.

Q: Who was the target audience?

A: In creating the "Big Circle" the audience
we had in mind included teachers and stu-
dents groups, civic and community leaders
at all levels, business leaders and orga-
nizations who interact with U.S. military
members, members of associations and
institutes who are directly involved in issues
surrounding the bases.

Q: How did you come to the name "ooki-
nawa (Big Circle)"?

Japanese is symbolic of the many different
interpretations for the "Circle of Life."

Q: What was the hardest part in creating
the magazine?

A: From initial idea to first publication, the
"Big Circle" took about one year to develop.
| think the most difficult aspect of creating
the publication was limiting the focus and
scope of content. There was much debate
about publishing the stories in both Jap-
anese and English side by side. If we only
published in Japanese then we would have
nearly double the space for stories and
photos. However, the surveys conducted
prior to first publication indicated the Japa-
nese/English stories side by side would be
immensely rewarding for the readership.

Finding an editor was very important also.
The editors of the magazine are members
of the Okinawa community who care about
improving understanding and deepening
our relationships.

Q: Twenty years on, the way the media
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When service members interact with the
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Q: How did you want to approach Oki- C o 220 n — 1 EC R O s
nawans/Japanese? A: The name of "Big Circle" was presented reaches out to people has also changed. T htc KT 90gSTT  BAHACA
P : to me by Kaori . What do you think of print media? What is L5D&EEELLE k 2 & - X e
o o ) y Kaori Martinez who worked at © j e Fafsidsn &0 ~ i BT 5 = R
A: The "Big CII’C|.€‘" is unique in that the G5, Community Policy, Planning and Liaison  the importance of keeping the "Big Circle & F @% 5T E n & X 0 A D A Lo
articles are published in both Japanese and  piyision, Camp Butler (today’s G7, Govern-  ©N paper? BE T ,‘% b 4 ég afl)id®A fi_‘?_ W =
English. After conducting a survey of poten-  ment and External Affairs, Marine Corps - A: It’s no secret that the younger genera- ‘% % i} % 5 # %E = \gv 1?‘ %_ % J/(Zb ﬁ% g— gp?
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Continued on Page 16 P POWELL

read as "okinawa." The symbolism of the
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POWELL P Continued from Page 18

still an audience who prefer the rich feel of
a glossy magazine in their hands. The Big
Circle can certainly reach a traditional pa-
per-copy reader as well as those who prefer
online content. | think "Big Circle" should
strive to adapt more to an online audience
and the younger generations are certainly a
target audience for the magazine.

Q: In recent trends, they say the young
Okinawans are not so much against the
U.S. bases. Hence, some people think com-
munity relations are not that important.
Do you agree?

A: The Okinawa public’s level of interest
and concern towards the U.S. bases will
ebb and flow, which is to be expected. Nev-
ertheless, our mutual relationships have
developed over generations. Our partner-

https://www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/Big-Circle/

ships and relationships are intertwined and
interdependent with both communities
being sensitive to happenings on both
sides of the fence. Our interactions at the
grass roots level is instrumental in helping
to shape our culture, values and interests
together as one community.

Q: Do you think the magazine has been a
help to bridge the Marines and Okinawan
communities?

A: | think "Big Circle" is an important
building block for fostering the relationship
between the U.S. military and Okinawan
communities. Whether you want to orga-
nize a baseball or volleyball game or con-
duct cleanups, we need solid relationships.
These grass roots relationships between
our friends and adversaries are the means
for achieving our goals. We cannot work in
isolation and expect to achieve progress. It

20th Anniversary

is our relationships all added together that
are the foundation of an organized effort
for change and progress.

Q: Do you have any comments or sugges-
tions regarding the layout of the maga-
zine?

A: I'm a very visual thinker and graphic
layout that flows with the text is appealing
to me. | encourage "Big Circle" to continue
with creative style and layout. Keep it fresh
and don’t be afraid of change. However,
content that focuses on the relationship
should remain first priority.

Q: Lastly, what kind of expectations do
you have for the "Big Circle" in the future?

A: | simply hope the magazine continues
to foster and strengthen relationships be-
tween the Okinawan communities and U.S.
service members.

THIRD EDITOR SHARES HER VIEWPOINTS WITH READERS

Aya Kamata was the third editor of
the "Big Circle" from Spring 2015 to
Fall 2017.

Thank you very much for reaching out,
and congratulations on the 20th anniver-
sary of the Big Circle!

Would you volunteer to leave your tribe,
move to a country outside yours, and
put your life on the line to protect the
people? Working with Marines, | often
asked myself questions like this. "Would
| or could | do what the Marines do?" It's
hard not to admire them when they have
been living it for years while I'm ponder-
ing to this day.

During my time as an editor of the Big
Circle, | hoped the magazine would neu-

tralize media bias on Marines because
Okinawans and Japanese deserve fair
and balanced reporting in order to shape
their opinions on what the future of their
islands should look like with the U.S. mil-
itary bases in the picture. Not all media
agencies can afford to be morally right all
the time in the face of ad sponsors and
higher circulation; they may not write
articles that inconvenience the sponsors,
or they may sensationalize information
for profitability. They are not always fair
and balanced. | feel blessed that the Big
Circle continues to serve as a medium to
shed light on the good Marines do. The
best part is, someone reads it.

| was told a few times that nobody cares
about this magazine, but the truth always
revealed itself. It reached Okinawan

Inside pages
of the Spring
2015 issue
show Marine
volunteers
teaching and
playing with

children at a local

preschool at Kin-
town.
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leaders who then met with a general, and
they talked about an article or two. Al-
though | believe the Big Circle should be
in a form (paper or digital) that messages
are conveyed effectively, if the magazine
was not paper-based, we might not have
had them as readers.

| believe America is a powerful, rea-
sonable, and reliable ally in times of
contingency. | want to believe the young
generations of Okinawans are not so
much against the base because they, to
some extent, feel the same as | do. If |
remember correctly, the media barely
covered missile tests in neighboring coun-
tries circa 2015; activities have intensified
so much that they are headliners now.
These threats are more real than ever to
us, and U.S. military presence might have
given many a peace of mind.

Congratulations on the Big 20! |
miss the best uniform of the many
military branches.

P.S. | believe the target audience of
the Big Circle should be Okinawan/
Japanese and not service members,
civilians, and their families. DVIDS
and Okinawa Living would serve as
reading materials for them to enjoy.
When | was an editor, it pleased a
general that Okinawan leaders read
the Big Circle since it meant strategic
messaging was successful.
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Ikuhide (lke) Hirayasu was a web-
master for the Marine Corps in
Okinawa. In 2002, he launched and
created the Marine Corps Base Butler
Japanese website and won the De-
partment of Defense Best of the Best
Award for the website. For nearly
two decades, he had managed and
maintained both the Japanese and
English sites. He also took over edit-
ing duties for the "Big Circle" in Fall
2014 into 2015, during a gap period
until a new editor was appointed. He
retired in June 2022.

First of all, congratulations on the 20th

anniversary of the “Big Circle.”

Twenty years ago, when social networking
services had not yet been developed, the
"Big Circle" and the Japanese version of the
website were started as media to introduce
the daily activities of the Marines from the
U.S. military side to the people of Okinawa
and Japan.

It was a great honor and a very rewarding
job for me to be able to participate in both
projects, which were started through the
efforts of Maj. Powell at the time.

| remember Ms. Tanahara, the editor of
the “Big Circle," working hard, exhaling
deep sighs almost every day as she did all

the work, from news gathering to layout
and proofreading, by herself, until all the
procedures were in place.

| remember as if it were yesterday how
hard she worked to help as many people
in Okinawa and mainland Japan as possi-
ble understand the activities of the U.S.
military.

In the 20 years since then, many people
have come and gone in the editing process,
but the "Big Circle" still remains strong
because it is a valuable source of informa-
tion about the U.S. military for older people
who are less familiar with social media. |
hope for you to keep up the good work and
continue to cover various news events.

2022 9B%5 — 15
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Greetings to our friends

B2 DREADHRE

A message from Lt. Gen.
Wallace Gregson, commanding
general, Ill Marine Expeditionary
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States Forces Korea that served as a
sample publication for the "Big Circle."
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(6) Academic viewpoints by subject matter experts.

Interviews and discussions with newsworthy
peraons with positive messages.
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COSTS: Startup cost and yearly production and distribution
costs over the firat cwo years, not including labor, total
approximately 514,000 the first year and approximately 517,000
the second year, as detailled in snclosures (2) and (3).
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Inside story of the first issue of 2. FPURPOSE: The unnamed Kanji publication would be managed by
e .y 0 the Consolidated Public Affairs Office and look similar te

the Blg Circle. Enclosure (1}, whick is & gquarterly publication produced by

[Hox 88 AT USF¥. The purpose of the proposed Kanji publication would be to

j(L dﬁﬁjg]:ﬂ?o)qﬂ%(’ promote and maintain positive Japaness-Okinawan=American

relations, similar to what Enclosure (1) is produced for iR

Farma reguired for creation of a new MLC

7. BCTION: Reguest concurrence with this proposal and funding
auvthorization,

a. BOINT OF COMTACT: The POC for this is proposal 1s Maj D.
Powell, Deputy PAQ, at 645=0785.
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FIRST EDITOR'S PASSI

20th Anniversary

ON FOR "BIG CIRCLE"

REMAINS UNCHANGED TO THIS DAY

Kaori Tanahara was the first editor
for the “Big Circle” from July 2002
(summer issue) to Summer 2008.

In the questions and answers, the
first editor shares her thoughts at
the time of publication and present.

Q: How did you want to approach Oki-
nawans/Japanese? What did you want
readers to know about Marines?

A: | believe that the main purpose of
publishing the magazine was to help
develop friendly relations between the
Marines in Okinawa and their host coun-
try, the Japanese people, especially the
local Okinawan people.

As was the case with myself before | be-
came editor of the magazine, | had little
knowledge of the bases and the activities
of the Marines in Okinawa, even though |
lived close to them. | hoped that read-
ers of the magazine would gain further
interest in the activities of the Marines in
Okinawa by being exposed to information
about them that they had not previously
known, and that this would in turn lead
to a deeper understanding of the Marine
Corps in Okinawa.

Q: Who was the target audience?

A: We assumed everyone, young and old,
male and female, living in Okinawa (and
Japan).

Q: Do you know the reason of "ooki-
nawa (Big Circle)" as the name of the
magazine?

A: | recall that the name "Big Circle" was
inspired by the Okinawa Prefecture's
public relations magazine, "Ookinawa
(Big Harmony)" at the time, and "Ookina-
wa (Big Circle)" was chosen to match the
sound of the word "Okinawa”.

Q: What was the hardest part in creating
the magazine

A: This was our first attempt at a fully bi-
lingual (Japanese-English) magazine, and
it was all quite a challenge. For example,
we had to go through what sometimes
seems to be an impossible tracking and
verification process to correctly convert
proper nouns and personal names that
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appeared in English articles written by
Marines into Kanji characters.

Some community members were
reluctant to accept an interview request
from an unproven magazine. It was also
time-consuming and labor-intensive
to develop distribution locations and
mailing addresses and to obtain their
approval, because even if the magazine
was published, it would be meaningless
unless it was picked up by a large number
of people.

Q: While you were the editor, what was
the topic or content you were most care-
ful with, and what do you most remem-

ber and were happy about?

A: | tried to write articles that put a
"face" to the Marines. Articles on out-
reach activities organized by the Marine
Corps to contribute to the community
may sometimes tend to be self-praising,
depending on how they are written.
Therefore, we made sure to include pho-
tographs and comments from both local
individuals and Marine Corps personnel,
aiming to create a paper in which both
the locals and the Marines share the
same time and goals and feel that they
are people who live in Okinawa and love
their communities.

There are many articles that | have a
personal attachment to, but the one |
just quickly recalled is an experience |
had when | interviewed for a column in
"Jarhead Jargon." | was planning to intro-
duce a term that is used among Marines
in Okinawa in a very mythical way. In this
column, | introduce the word "hancho,"
which means cab driver, and explain the
meaning and origin of the word. While
covering the feelings of the Marines
when using this word and how the driver
who was called "hancho" perceived it, |
could see the mutual respect between
the two parties when this casual word
was exchanged. | remember a feeling of
happiness, as if | had gained an unexpect-
ed harvest.

Q: Did you do anything in particular
with the layout as far as it concerned the
readers?

A: There was a lot of attempts and trials

to come up with a layout that was easy
for readers to read. But even now, | am
not certain what was the right answer.

Q: In the past 20 years, have you no-
ticed any changes in content or target
audience or the way the magazine
approached the readers?

A: | did occasionally have the chance to
look at it online. The general framework
did not seem to have changed. As for the
details of the activities of the Marines
outside the prefecture, | noticed that
instead of the previously common articles
on humanitarian assistance activities in
Asian countries, there were more articles
on the humanitarian assistance activities
of the U.S. Forces in Okinawa right after
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake
and subsequent disaster areas, which |
think is a natural trend.

Q: Twenty years on, the way the media
reaches out to people has also changed.
What do you think of print media? What is
the importance of keeping the "Big Circle"
on paper?

A: Paper media is still in high demand
among the generation that is not famil-
iar with digital media, and | think it is
necessary to target the audience more
precisely when distributing them. If we
want to capture a wider target audience,
we may consider adopting a new format
that reflects the current times.
Personally, however, | think that infor-
mation in print media, which lasts as
a physical form, still has a high level of
trust in society, compared to information
published in digital media such as social
media.

Q: In recent trends, they say the young
Okinawans are not so much against the
U.S. bases. Hence, some people think
community relations are not that im-
portant. Do you agree?

A: | believe that community relations

is an important wheel that makes base
functions healthy and smooth, regardless
of the level of antipathy toward the base.

When | was involved in editing the "Big

Continued on Page 10 > KAORI
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UNIVERSITY STUDENTS CONNECT WITH KINSER [t

With cell phones
in hand, students

communication

MARINES WITH THE HELP OF NEW TECHNOLOGY [isGiuss

(both photos)
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Battle of Okinawa, in later part of sections in the division decided to f}; oo R 2 2{; A @ %: 5T F'j;% b $56 A Ic Ii*c)? 2l 2% >
World War II. visit the Kinser display. D |8 RBHE ML HF_ FTLLLOE ~ O BERAH T
Every year in June, Urasoe City holds "After knowing the purpose of the fé‘ jf—jf f‘ ’?;\ /% 2 72 {g ;E % é, T% 2E|4 F.% l’< 5E_P| g o {7\ g*: :\:
an exhibition of photos of the Battle display, how it is funded by dona- SO ) ﬁ :7}" (=) T EEK T DETBESL VLV
of Okinawa. The exhibit coincides tions only, and the items donated by /li 1%1 gmfdm #%6 i) e E " 1E? El = f.r;f § 3| Y
with Okinawa Memorial Day, June citizens, we were impressed by all," et oF T—,(T —Zf LEC g 2% 3 L%)\ - g %?) % ) EE I’) 516 LIC
23, which is a day to remember the said Matsunaga. "As we had already D B R L AH GBREZE 9 B RV R
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From right, Col. Brian M. Harvey, camp commander for Camps Courtney and McTureous,
Ichiro Umehara, community relations specialist, an official from Uruma City, a resident and
a former city official, confirm the day's procedures.
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EASIER SAID THAN DONE:

COURTNEY LOOKS FOR
SOLUTION, LOSES NO TIME

On June 4, in the midst of heavy rain,
a group of people with umbrellas stood
on the side of Route 224 near Camp
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Col. Brian M. Harvey, right, and Ricky A. Gomez, left, G7 regional

not easy to monitor due to
the jurisdiction.
However, the

owned vehicles are driving at high

Japanese to remind the drivers," said

speed drastically

reduced after

speeds on a residential road near Camp residents. "We have been on friendly Courtney's Everyone, including peighboring residents, poses for a post-yvork B %E E % 15\5\ N\
Courtney. terms, so we didn't want to use strong temporary sign, photo nﬁext to both signs c[eatéd by Camp Courtneyjnd re_5|_dents. R N F JE

In response, he reviewed traffic the words. We drive here in 20km/h orso,  and with Uruma T R RS R (FRIE TR DR T (REARTE M fie 5 E; 2
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faster on this narrow road. We want
them to slow down before it's too
late."

According to Tadanobu Agena, one of

with SOFA license plates driving off at
pretty high speeds.

"I reported it to Col. Harvey, our camp
commander, as soon as | got back to

signage above it,
the numbers of
passer-by also
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declined.

the office," said Umehara. the residents, the number of speeding
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Courtney. Behind them, the small circumstances changed liaison ofﬁcer, Marine Corps Installations Pacific, work together to rW5 Z’J‘ [ - e TCO _ c‘:\ = |_‘ HEC 3?) _Z: RG] _ PR =S 7TI3 7 1& = % ?E H g = N g I |_‘ _—
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A tall man in a work-out outfit after the call when Harvey  [ESUSEEEE v AN B ICEBCoEsRNERS1B FHALEDE R-5D ¢ EXE L4
without an umbrella appeared shortl asked Umehara the status N IERY v+ = A DX AHEHE (). ELEAZICTELZADCEH DRI oA M TEEDZH -5 BT H
o Y PEBNERCY " FrE0aEgR EES>)2xXBROEY BT OFOTD
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REEY LY / From editor’'s room

While it is a pleasant autumn season in Japan, here at the U.S. military
bases in Okinawa, September marks the beginning of a new school
year. From the May issue to this, it has truly been a season of farewells
and a time of encounters. May is the time of year when the U.S. school
typically starts its summer break, and many of our service members are
transferring to accommodate this change.

This issue of "Big Circle" contains a story about the retirement of Japa-
nese employees who have worked at Marine Corps facilities in Okinawa
for many years, in contrast to new arrivals of U.S. personnel who have
just come to the island.

Also we cannot forget the "Big Circle" 20th anniversary. The actual
month of the first issue is July, but due to the frequency of its publica-
tion, this is a belated announcement.

As a former reader and now editor of the magazine, | asked the found-
ers, those who were involved in the creation of the magazine at that
time, and those who have been in charge of editing the magazine since
its launch, questions such as why they named it "Big Circle" and why
they decided to publish the magazine in bilingual form. Their thoughts
are presented here in Q&A or message form without censoring. We
hope that the sentiments from the "Big Circle" will be conveyed to our
readers.

INH S BERTIEMSO WGBTS LY T WEIEGUE T H, CTHBOKERH
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ZLT SN THEVSEVDIE TR E5ER ] BITI20E %, REORIFIAIF7ATL
NEHEMOTELH Y BENFEEDSHHSELET,

G, TAEGEHIEMmBE LD, G s EEEOMEEFKTIT BT &I LizDb,
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P AYVE—IVERTEEMIFTTIBRELTOVE T, i DEHRICTKEZHmI NSO
WEBLATBTEDNERNEEZENTT,

The response from the first editor for
the 20th Anniversary of the "Big Circle"

IKEGH20AFEZRBENFELANNEERDE

After reading your email, it took me a while to sink in that it's actually
been 20 years since the launch of the magazine.

At the same time, | am glad to find out that the newly-created maga-
zine, of which | was part of the delivery and production at that time, is
now celebrating the Coming-of-Age this Fall.

As the first editor, it's my honor to be part of the special issue to mark
this important landmark. | would love to answer your questions to the
best of my ability. (Q&A PAGE12)
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Change of Command at
Camp Schwab
F¥>T 22TV TTORERERXAR

Change of Command for 4th Marines, 3d Marine Division, takes place on Camp Schwab, Okinawa, Japan, June
3, 2022. Col. Matthew W. Tracy, center left, the commanding officer of 4th Marine Regiment, from June 2020
to June 2022 passes the regimental colors to Col. Erick T. Clark, center right, who takes over responsibility,
authority, and accountability from Tracy. Three district mayors, further left, as guests, capture the moment.
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Collage of covers of 64 issues from the first issue of the "Big Circle"
in July 2002 (top left corner on the Japanese cover) to the Spring
2019 issue (bottom right corner on the English cover) by the fourth
editor who was in charge of the Spring 2018 issue to the Fall 2019.
20027 B DY K E G ERI DR (BARFERFRED L L) Ho.
2018FHFESHD2019FEMS FCEIEH LMK BERESICLS
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Graphic by Yoshie Makiyama / #&1li BT
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