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Lance Cpl. Jacob A. Hug, left, and Cpl. Sara A. Medina, right, deployed to Kathmandu, Nepal, to provide humanitarian relief with Joint Task Force 505
shortly after a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck the country on April 25, 2015. In the afternoon of May 12, another 7.4 magnitude earthquake struck the
country, while continuing to provide humanitarian aid, the Helicopter they were on board crashed, killing them with two Nepalese soldiers and four other
U.S. Marines. Hug, a combat videographer, and Medina, a combat photographer, were assigned to Combat Camera, Headquarters and Support Battalion,
MCIPAC, Camp Foster Okinawa.
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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the United
States Marine Corps. However, the contents of

Big Circle are not necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government, or
Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
Communication Strategy and Operations, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific. Big Circle is on the Web at
https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/1184/the-
big-circle.

Email subscriptions to this publication are available
online by subscribing via https://www.dvidshub.
net/publication/1184/the-big-circle. Subscribers
will receive an e-mail when the latest issue has
been published on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in PDF format online or downloaded.
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Water Safety: Marine Corps’
long-standing challenge

Often referred to as the “Hawaii of
Japan,” Okinawa is a semi-tropical
island and the largest in the Ryukyu
chain. It is surrounded by world-class
beaches and has a moderate climate
with an average annual temperature
of 73 degrees Fahrenheit. Okinawa
thrives from the popular tourism
industry and is considered a hot
spot for a variety of recreational
water activities, such as sport fishing,
swimming, scuba diving, kayaking, jet
skiing, surfing, and kite boarding.

This introduction of Okinawa is
very attractive and a lot of service
members and their families enjoy
engaging in various water activities
at these beautiful beaches. However,
as the saying goes, "every rose has its
thorn." These beaches and surrounding
waters are made of reefs and such an
environment can become a place of
tragedy.

Twenty-three people gathered in the
Camp Foster Community Center April
21 for the Annual Joint Services Water
Safety Working Group to discuss the
water safety related issues and share
their initiatives. The group was made
up of representatives from Marine
Corps Installations Pacific Safety Office,

MCIPAC Fire and Emergency Services,
Il Marine Expeditionary Force Safety
Office, 18th Wing Safety from Kadena
Air Base, Commander Fleet Activities
Okinawa of Navy Region, Japan,
Naval Oceanography Anti-Submarine
Warfare Detachment Kadena, U.S.
Army Garrison Okinawa Fire and
Emergency Services, 10th Support
Group from U.S. Army, Marine Corps
Community Services, 11th Regional
Japan Coast Guard, Water Safety
Division from Okinawa Prefectural
Police, and Okinawa Ocean Safety, a
local group who educates and shares
information of the unique dangers of
recreation in Okinawa's ocean.

The working group has held annual
meetings since 2014 to discuss and
identify issues to reduce mishaps in the
water. This year was a little different
from previous years, recent fatal
incidents made the air in the venue
tense.

“Recreational water-related
mishaps are the deadliest activity
for service members," said Shawn
Curtis, the director of MCIPAC Safety
Office. "More service members die
in Okinawa’s coastal waters than
any other activities they partake

in Okinawa

in during their tour on the island.
Naturally, the focus was on risks with
the greatest potential for loss in an
effort to minimize the impact on the
organization and the community,” he
said about the working group meeting.

Recent Statistics and trend analysis

Upon the opening of the meeting,
Curtis, one of the chairmen of the
meeting, showed a map of the
locations where repeated drowning
fatalities and near misses occur.
According to Curtis, there have been
38 water fatalities involving Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA) personnel
since the year 2000. However, near
misses where rescue services were
not deployed, are not reported and it
affects the analysis for such incidents.

“We have near misses and near
drownings, but we have challenges
getting reports of near misses," said
Curtis. "We know about the ones
first responders help with, but some
performed self-rescue or friends
helped them out, where do we get
the information? That is the challenge
for us because we cannot do trend
analysis in finding out what activity,

Continued on Page 18 P

Twenty-three participants representing more than 10 organizations exchange opinions and information

at the FY21 Joint Services Water Safety Working Group.
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Cape Hedo Misaki
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Miyagi Island

Indicates warning sign location

installed by MCIPAC Safety
Indicates warning sign location
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A father puts a life jacket on his son.
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From MCIPAC Installation Safety Office website
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P Continued from Page 20

what locations, what conditions they
were under, so we can focus on the
effort."

While Curtis went over the drowning
statistics and mishap analysis, he
discussed the tendency of the fatality
and near miss incidents and possibility
of their pattern. Curtis pointed out
that the number of drowning fatalities
in Okinawa as a whole last year was
the lowest in the past 25 years. He
speculated the number was affected
by the low number of tourists visiting
Okinawa due to COVID-19. However,
four fatalities reported were SOFA
members and it was one of the higher
years since 2011. According to Curtis,
the highest number in one year was six
since 1995 when MCIPAC Safety Office
started recording.

The possibility of the increase in
fatalities of SOFA members could
be due to the restrictions in place of
COVID-19. Water activities are one
of the few activities which you could
do while social distancing, but the
cause of concern, Curtis stressed, is
the frequency which fatalities are
happening. “We are starting to see
spikes.”

Curtis also mentioned younger
generations are more likely to be the
victims of water-related incidents,
saying the decision making process
may differ from that of the older

18 — Summer 2021
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MCIPAC-MCBB-Installation-Safety-Office/Water-Safety/

generations.
Also statistics
show 90 percent
of the victims
are male. Curtis
analyzed that the
males look at risk
differently and are
easily influenced
by peers much
more than the
females, stating
the examples of
jumping from cliffs
and bridges or
entering water recklessly in conditions
which they are not prepared for.
According to the water-mishap
analysis, most drowning fatality
incidents in Okinawa happen not in the
summer but in the fall. October is the
month with the most drownings and
73 percent of fatalities occurred during
fall and winter. Curtis said it may be
the northerly winds’ impact on the
island and stronger waves and current
coming in the north; people who are
fascinated by such conditions are
drawn to the ocean.

Initiatives and suggestion

The U.S. Marine Corps in Okinawa
has been conducting Joint Reception
Center briefs and Newcomers
Orientation and Welcome Aboard
briefs to everyone arriving in Okinawa,
and has shown a video on water safety
since 2004. Marine Corps Forces
Japan Order 5101.1 with change 1,
Recreational Water Activities, which
was recently updated March of this
year, requires commands to have
recreational liberty discussions with
water safety as the mandated topic.

The group discussed how they
can convey safety messages and
information to the people. One way
the group hopes will help beachgoers
stay more safe is through the Liberty
App. The Liberty App was developed
in partnership between MCIPAC
Safety and MCCS. It is connected to
the MCIPAC water safety web page
and provides three Map overlays -
one for drowning locations with a

brief synopsis of each event. Another
depicting rescues and the third
showing rip current locations.

James R. Jarrell, 18th Wing Safety,
also recommended developing a
map of Okinawa that would identify
high-risk areas and suggest swimmer
experience levels, similar to ski maps
depicting trail difficulty levels.

“Everybody has the opportunity for
the water,” said Curtis. “The highest
incidents of fatalities and near misses
are snorkeling because snorkeling
requires no formal training. That is the
activity anybody is capable of doing
and more likely to venture further
out than the swimming area.” At the
same time, Curtis emphasized the
importance of wearing snorkel vests
and pointed out that the requirement
of such vests stated in MARFORJO
5101.1 W CH 1, Recreational Water
Activities.

Jason MacDonald from Okinawa
Ocean Safety, who voluntarily
provides a free monthly Ocean-Risk
Management course to anyone who
is interested, shared his experience
during a typhoon event. He said he
received numerous calls from water
sport enthusiasts, such as surfers,
kayakers, divers, and spear fishers, for
water conditions. He emphasized the
swell from the typhoon and continuous
efforts on informing people to stay
away from the ocean on his Facebook
page. The statistics prove 71 percent of
known conditions occurred in elevated
sea state.

MacDonald provided an example of
unprepared ocean goers who tried to
do spear fishing in Cape Zampa, one
of the repeated incident locations, but
did not even know how to attach the
snorkel to their mask.

Navy Lt. Grace Dalton from Naval
Oceanography ASW Detachment
Kadena talked about their effort on
collaborating with 18th Wing Weather
Flight to enhance sea condition reading
capabilities.

The group also discussed if cameras
can be installed at locations that have a
history of repeated incidents to

Continued on Page 16
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P Continued from Page 18

provide real-time footage of sea
conditions. OPP explained cameras
were unlikely due to the fact most
of the coastline is managed by
municipalities.

Registered beaches and remote/
natural/unguarded beaches in
Okinawa

Ryuzo Fukunaka, chief inspector of
the Water Safety Division from the
OPP Headquarters, said that they had
a series of meetings in January and
February with JCG and the Lifesaving
Association in Okinawa to discuss how
to prevent and decrease the number of
fatalities and near misses in the natural
coasts where no lifeguards or lifesavers
are employed.

According to Fukunaka, there are
about 60 beaches in Okinawa which
are registered with the Okinawa
prefecture in compliance with the
Prefectural Water Safety Ordinance.
Such beaches are required to have
"water rescue personnel" such as
certified lifesavers in addition to
lifeguards.

Certified lifesavers, granted by the
Lifesaving Association, are those who
have learned rescue methods, first aid
for injuries, CPR/Automated External
Defibrillators (AED), knowledge of
hazardous marine life and have passed
various swimming tests. Holders

16 — Summer 2021

Mitsukazu Shimabukuro, Boating and Water Safety Division chief of 11th Regional Coast
Guard introduces the initiative of Japan Coast Guard.
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of certifications issued by other
organizations, such as the Japanese
Red Cross Society, are referred to as
"water rescue personnel" under the
Prefectural Water Safety Ordinance.
They are required to be assigned to
registered beaches.

Fukunaka stressed that 70-80 percent
of mishaps occurring in the natural
beaches have no rescue crew and
are unguarded. The number of water
incidents in Okinawa in the last two
years remains among the five highest
out of all the prefectures in Japan. It
proved that water safety is a common
issue to both the U.S. community
and Okinawans. In 2020, there
were 43 water-related fatalities and
missing persons’ incidents in the local
population including tourists and of
which four were U.S. related.

Another obstacle with remote
beaches is the response time. The
group all agreed that the further away
from military bases or cities you go,
the lower the response time is. One of
the participants stated these remote
areas' response time can take up to 90
minutes or longer. If a water rescue
situation is identified outside a military
base, the Okinawa authorities have
jurisdiction. The local fire station,
police station and JCG are notified and
the closest local fire station tends to
be the first one to the incident site
with the JCG and military emergency
services arriving after.

®

“Those past incidents showed that the
younger service members seemed to
look for excitement and intentionally
choose the remote locations," said
Fukunaka. "They should be aware
that such locations take longer for the
response team to reach.”

He stated that police conduct
operations and information gathering
on the coast, and if necessary, rescue
operations will be carried out by police
vessels and helicopters. Firefighters
use jet skis and rubber boats to rescue
on the coast, while JCG can rescue
the people who are swept offshore,
mainly by helicopter or patrol boat. He
stressed that each of them has their
own strengths and they work together.

After the meeting, Mitsukazu
Shimabukuro, Boating and Water
Safety Division chief of 11th Regional
Coast Guard, (first time at the
meeting,) was surprised to know how
in-depth the group discussed water
safety and that the awareness is much
higher than he expected. “l am glad
that | could see what we wouldn’t see
from outside, their internal initiatives,
and get to know how hard they are
trying to reach out to their community
for water safety. With involving all the
related entities, not just safety but
fire department and even scuba diving
shop, it is meaningful to discuss safety
awareness,” said Shimabukuro.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Big smiles are all that matters: Ill MEB Marines and
sailors donate toys to children with special needs

U.S. Marines in Okinawa
often participate in various
kinds of volunteer activities
and donations. This year,
with careful precautionary
measures for COVID-19, three
Marines from the 3rd Marine
Expeditionary Brigade visited
the Niji Children's Daycare in
Nishihara, May 7.

“We want to help to make
people happy. If we see them
smile, it will make us happy
and want us to do more,”
Maj. Caleb D. Eames, the
Communication Strategy and
Operations director, 3rd MEB,
Il Marine Expeditionary Force,
said with a smile on his face.

They were there to deliver
toys and food, such as fried
chicken, pasta, brownies and
cookies to the children in honor
of Children's Day.

The Niji daycare provides

developmental support and
after-school care to children
who are physically challenged
and require special attention.
All the toys, dolls, squeeze
toys, and stuffed animals,
were requested specifically to
aid in the physical and mental
development of the children,
by promoting sensory, motor
functions and social skills
through play.

"We asked for the toys which
can help in the children's
development," said Ayumi
Chinen, the representative
and nurse of the Niji Children's
Daycare. “Children can develop
cognitive skills, for example, a
squeeze toy can encourage not
only the sense of touch but also
the ability to see and focus,
build strength in the child’s
grasp and finger movements
as the shape changes, and to

Maj. Caleb D. Eames (center), Staff Sgt. Spendia Herrera (right), and
Cpl. Juan Salgado (left) deliver toys to Niji Children's Daycare.
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recognize the difference in
materials.”

According to Umehara,
the community relations
specialist for Camps Courtney
& McTureous, he approached
Niji Daycare when Eames was
looking for an opportunity to
support, and their wish list
reflected the needs of the
individual child, such as realistic
dolls, which they can feed and
care for, or something they
enjoy grasping.

At the entrance of the
daycare, a small girl welcomed
the Marines with a big smile.
She was one of the children of
preschool age. Although she
carried a medical device with
her, she was walking freely
around the room with the
support from caregivers.

"She was so cute, | love
her smile," said Staff Sgt.
Spendia Herrera, distribution
management chief with G-4,
3rd MEB. Herrera, a mother,
smiled saying it was more
intimate than what she
expected but she liked it and it
was a good thing to her since
she was always looking for a
great opportunity to support
others.

Marines started out with toys,
showing them to the children
and allowing them to pick their
favorite. There were different
types of dolls and squeeze toys.
When they started handing out
cookies with printed pictures,
each child carefully selected
what they liked with the
caregivers support. Once all the
toys and snacks were passed
out, Marines provided food in a
small box so the children could
hold and carry it themselves.

“The children were all very
happy,” said Chinen, “even
children with serious illness
who have difficulty expressing

their feelings verbally are

able to give out a few signs.
We read their feelings such

as likes, dislikes, strengths

and weaknesses from such
signs in their expressions. We
are happy to see the growth
of the mental and physical
development as well when
some children showed interest
in unexpected toys and two
children fighting over one toy.”

According to Chinen, the
three children who welcomed
the Marines are preschoolers
and stay at the daycare all
day. After school, more
children would join. There
are 11 children registered for
daycare, but daily attendance
varies. The eight staff members
are comprised of nurses,
caregivers, and physical
therapists.

“Ten Marines and sailors
donated”, said Eames, the
coordinator of this event.
“Everyone already had their
ideas for those specific items
that they knew about. Marines
were jumping at the chance,”

More people wanted to
donate but Eames needed to
decline because all the items in
the list were already covered.
He stated that he could do it
later again for some occasions.
“If that is something those kids
need and it will help improve
their lives and give them their
smile, that’s what we, 3rd MEB,
want.”

Niji Daycare has had a
relationship with Camp
Courtney for three years.
Children from the daycare
visited the camp for the Walk-
Rally event and on Christmas
last year, Eames played the role
of Santa Claus and delivered
the holiday meal to the
daycare.

Story by Yoshie Makiyama
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A local surfing veteran emphasizes
important knowledge to ocean goers

An Okinawan surfer shared his
insights about water safety and
the importance of staying safe at
the beautiful Okinawa beaches
with Communication Strategy and
Operations, Marine Corps Installations
Pacific, April 21.

Toshio Gakiya, a surfing veteran
with 40 years of experience, talked to
the Marines to share his knowledge
and lessons learned, hoping to send
a message out to service members
and their families who are new to the
island or to any water activities.

“You have to have good sense to
see the condition,” replied Gakiya
when asked what Water Safety
meant to him. “The first thing that
comes to my mind is the condition of
the ocean. Then, you need to check
your own condition. Don’t push
yourself too hard. When you’re not
in a good condition, you need to have
the courage to stop yourself. As for
beginners, it’s important to go surfing
at a point where some other surfers
are around. Never surf alone!”

Gakiya pointed out that the problem
with surfing in Okinawa, on top of its
unique seabed made up of reefs and
coral and the sudden change in rip
current that come with it, was frequent
typhoons. People tend to go surfing to
catch a bigger wave during a typhoon.
However, he warned typhoons have
enormously powerful swells and
are dangerous to surf. He projects a
typhoon course a few days in advance
but depending on the strength of
a typhoon, he said sometimes it is
not safe to surf two days before the
typhoon hits.

“One day, when | entered the water
to surf as usual, the leash attached to
my surfboard was cut off and my board
drifted away from the waves. | swam
hard trying to get back to my board but
couldn’t do it. At that time, | thought
| was already done. Fortunately, | had
my friends with me and they reached
my board and helped me,” he recalled
his own near-miss that happened a day
before a typhoon when he was around

10 — Summer 2021

50. “I was too confident in myself.”

He used this experience as an
warning, that people who go to the
beaches and the ocean to do any
water activities need to go with several
people, not just two, because it could
be a life threatening activity and they
need to help each other.

He has had other near-misses in the
past 40 years. One was in his 30s at
Maeda point, when he entered the
water during low tide. He ended up
hitting his head on the reef and bled
badly. Another time was when he was
around 40. He hit his body against
the Tetrapod and broke his ribs. Both
times, he was saved because he was
with his friends.

According to Gakiya, due to the
reefs in Okinawa, you can surf only
when the tides are high, which lasts
only four hours. Unlike American
beaches, where you can surf anytime,
in Okinawa, surfing is limited to two
hours before and two hours after high
tide. When the tide is low, the reef
appears on the surface and you may
hurt yourself seriously.

Gakiya is now in the master’s surfing
category and sometimes he joins the
master’s competition. He began surfing
when he was 20 years old after hearing
that some people started surfing in
Okinawa as well. He is also a leader of
a surf group called “Gakkies” named
after him. They exchange information
about waves.

Gakiya noticed that he sees more
foreign surfers nowadays. They are
with a partner, but a lot of time they
both look to be either beginners
or inexperienced. Every time he
encounters such surfers, he informs
them of the sea conditions and
sometimes recommends not surfing.

When referencing a recent water
accident in lkei island, off the coast
of Katsuren Peninsula, Gakiya said it
was nearly impossible (to enter the
sea) because of the conditions of that
day. According to Gakiya, the waves
that day were as high as five meters,
which is almost the same height as a

®

Toshio Gakiya replies to the interview.
A VZE1—CBZBHRBERAIRE A,

Photo by Cpl. Terry Wong / B&E  FU— T fAE

pedestrian bridge. It was a height even
highly skilled surfers would not dare to
enter.

“High waves are not for beginners.
We won’t take them to the high
wave places.” Gakiya guesses that
the location of the incident was so
remote that they must have followed
information on surf points on the
internet. “People can’t see how
dangerous it is only by looking at the
waves on the apps. The beginners
or inexperienced cannot see how
dangerous it is even at the site and
they just enter the water thinking it is a
good wave.”

Gakiya stressed that anyone who
participates in any recreational water
activities in Okinawa, especially surfing,
should not go where no one is around.
You should ask local surfers at the site
for the condition of the waves when
at a place for the first time. Although
some people do not listen, he pointed
out that if there is no one around and
you cannot decide by yourself, then
you should not enter the water.

“Remember Okinawa only has reef
spots for surfing. It is different from
places where a lot of service members
and their families are from,” Gakiya
continued. “Just ask us ‘How’s the
waves?’ and we can understand what
you want. Local surfers will reply to
you. By doing this, we can prevent
accidents from happening again.”

Story by Yoshie Makiyama
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Here are tips from Gakiya
enormous power. It can rise in shallow
water, making the water even shallower,
and slam your body into reefs.

% Pay attention to your equipment such as
a leash being attached to your surfboard is
not damaged.

% Understand rip current and reefs.
% Know that a typhoon's swell has

% Wear a wetsuit even during the summer

to prevent injury.

R QRO RN LI v K

IEEFRZLD—N (BT HLO5
N BB o N M AJ°

KOE SO LD N KWt RRIE D’
N QWO RAIRE DS HRD X
BRI R v D —NNEREI0
ER0LREEHRION®
XP—NE—LYUQASNMERD—N\H
(52) LR O S50 5 RAIN R’
HHE Y Ky O 2N °
FELREHSWRIMIFK PO H D L
N — 2 WHIEE NN AJ°

MRS HINEWI St M AR FHEK MR L6
N EDISH—NR — KRN N AU’
KKE—NDNIENN\L D S5 A
(O J%HID 5546 5 Q RIVHDINNR N AJ°
DY AR SIRIKIIHE OV h)AJ°
XRIREP—NN—RIER{t SIRETS
N EIND NN Rl
SN N\ L NIV MR KRR

% Say “hi” to local surfers. By greeting other

surfers, you can show them where you are.
go surfing at points where other surfers are

will not go. It’s important for beginners to
around.

% If there is no one at the surfing point,
% Do not go or enter where local surfers

don't go surfing.
% Have courage to give up on surfing.
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A passion of Marine Farrier saves a horse’s life

One Sunday at an Onna Village ranch,
a horse was lying on the ground. She
looked helpless. When a group of
people entered the ranch with four
more horses, the place became lively
and the lying horse pulled her head up.

They are a group of volunteers,
mainly service members and spouses,
stationed on Okinawa, who visit this
ranch and take care of horses on
weekends. Among such was a young
female volunteer who came near the
lying horse. The horse tried to get up.
After a few minutes of struggle, the
horse finally managed to lift herself up.

"Sable (the horse) is old and today is
one of the bad days," said one of the
volunteers. "But when she sees Olivia,
she wants to get up."

According to Tsuguhira Toma, the
owner of the ranch and horses, Lance
Cpl. Olivia M. Vance, 3rd Maintenance
Battalion, Combat Logistics Regiment
35, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, saved
the life of Sable even though Toma had
already given up and prepared for her
death.

"l already requested a power shovel
for her (grave)," said Toma. They were
all worried that Sable would never
get up when she laid down and her
condition would worsen due to her
weight strain on her internal organs.

"It was amazing Olivia made gear for
Sable from scratch and Sable actually
got up and started walking again,"
said Toma. "In Okinawa, no one had

8 — Summer 2021

Lance Cpl. Olivia M. Vance (left) and Lance Cpl. Albert Garcia (right) tie the horses to the fence.
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the knowledge or the equipment to
help Sable. Once a horse becomes like
this and cannot get up, only death lies
ahead."

Vance from Oklahoma started
volunteering at Toma's ranch last
December only a few months after she
came to Okinawa. Someone from her
chain of command who knew Vance's
love for horses informed her and she
checked social media for the ranch.
She grew up with horses and went to
Oklahoma Horseshoeing School.

Before Vance came to Japan she
talked to people who lived in Okinawa
to find out if there were horses. She
even brought her own tools. "l love
working with horses."

According to Vance, Sable had a
disease called Laminitis. It has multiple
causes and affects the feet of large
animals with hooves. Once the disease
progresses, it is difficult to make a
complete recovery.

"At this stage, | can only make her
more comfortable," said Vance. "She
has ugly shoes on now but that's what
| was able to make, so at least | can
make it easier for her to walk."

The shoes Vance put on Sable were
made out of wood. They were hand
made by her. According to Vance,
the shoes last about two months, but
she is expecting better shoes to come
in from the U.S. soon which will be
much lighter and help Sable walk even
better.

All the materials Vance gets for fixing
Sable’s hooves are donated by herself
and her friend, Lance Cpl Albert Garcia
Jr. "l want to help Sable. That's all |
care about," said Vance.

"It doesn't bother Olivia. That's her
passion," said Garcia.

According to Toma, his horses
interact with other horse related
organizations. Sometimes children ride
on his horses, but Ryukyu University
horse riding group has a longer
relationship with his ranch as students
ride horses every Saturday. Three
horses were born at the ranch and two
were brought in from other owners.

Vance's action was recognized and
she received a challenge coin from
Lt. Col. Brogan Issitt, commanding
officer of 3rd Maintenance Battalion,
and Sgt. Maj. Shelby Smith, sergeant
major of 3rd Maintenance Bn., at
the company office on Camp Foster
March 23. Although it was not a formal
award, getting recognized from the
commander directly is a very high
honor to a Marine.

“It was really great to know that they
care about what | do outside of work.”
Vance said.

Toma was delighted by this news.
“What Olivia has done for Sable with
her time and devotion is irreplaceable.
Because no one else in Okinawa could
have done it.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Marines stare at the bottle picked up wondering what is in it.
o THDFELRICESBEHKE,

Participants line up to search for
trash on the beach.
BT WD EITEETO
B HEZRTBME,

Marines wipe out trash
in hidden beach

Okinawa is home to numerous
beautiful beaches, many are popular
vacation destinations seeing
thousands of tourists each year, while
others are more remote but no less
beautiful. One such beach exists in
Nago. It is completely hidden from
human eyes.

A total of 36 Marines from 2nd
Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd
Marine Division of Camp Lejeune,
N.C., and a few from 4th Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, took
the initiative to clean up this beautiful
secluded beach March 25. They were
all from the Corporal’s Course which
is the professional military education
course where newly promoted
noncommissioned officers learn the
basics of small unit leadership.

"This is not a requirement but is
what we chose to do for community
support, to show our faces to the local
communities," said Staff Sgt. Bret M.
Whitt, one of chief instructors for the
Corporal’s Course.

This beach is known to local residents
for their annual Harii (dragon boat)
races; however, it recently became
more popular amongst the U.S.
military population stationed in
Okinawa for its location and proximity

6 — Summer 2021

to Camp Schwab. It's quiet,
serene, beautiful and good for

people who want some time Marines gathered around the trash to ensure all the trash was
to themselves. sorted out properly.
Due to the number of THHIBEENCRRIENTWAO\EHEER T 5/BEHE,
participants, the eight-
passenger van had to make Once the cleanup was complete, a
five trips from Camp Schwab to the few Marines gathered around the
beach. When a group of people trash piles and ensured all the trash
arrived, they spread out on the beach  was sorted out properly.
and enjoyed their free time looking "l didn't expect (the beach trash
around, exploring the area or looking condition) to be good or bad. | just
for sea glass. pick up whatever | see which doesn't
The beach beautification started fit with nature," said Cpl. Jakob C.
once all the Marines were dropped Anilao, a data systems administrator
off. After Staff Sgt. Whitt gave a short ~ with 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines.
period of instruction on how they "It was to help out and give back.
would clean up and sort out the sea Okinawan residents help us, we help
debris, they lined up side by side from  them. It feels good to help.”
the water's edge to the other end by After three hours of cleaning the
the bushes. They started combing the  beach, the group of Marines gathered
beach for trash. two bags of plastic bottles, a bag of
They picked out plastic waste, such cans, numerous bags of burnable
as straws, snack wrappers, caps, debris and nonburnable, bulk trash,
bottles, jugs, and containers. There which nearly filled up an eight-
was also pallet wood, nets and glass passenger van.
bottles. "It really helps all of us come
"Marines clean up this beach once or  together and help each other. It is
twice a year and such beautification good exercise and | enjoyed it,” Anilao
makes the beach much cleaner and concluded.
has been very helpful," said Naomi Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

Miyagi, the district mayor of Toyohara.
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221st Issue published in May 2021

FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter that Hiroko Tomimura, for Camps Foster and Lester
community relations specialist, has published since 1998. FOLEST is an acronym that
combines portions of both the Foster and Lester names. It is distributed to local

government offices and several restaurants around Camps Foster and Lester. Big Circle
CAMP FOSTER and LESTER

is republishing archived FOLEST to share the information of differences in people’s
lifestyles on and off base.

Different liberty policies for SOFA individuals off base between vaccinated and not vaccinated

o [ e DX

Indoor dining Martial arts

Indoor concert

Indoor fitness Indoor recreation

Since YES!!
7 May, is it true that Lots of indoor activities
vaccinated SOFA

off base for vaccinated.
Please see the below
chart for more.

individuals can do
more now?

Design on the newsletter is modified by Big Circle staff.

LEAVE & LIBERTY GUIDANCE IN OKINAWA

EFFECTIVE 1600 on 07 May 2021 - Subject to change at any time.

The guidance is subject to change on a daily basis. The information provided in this issue of Any questions on FOLEST,
the Big Circle may have changed by the time the magazine is published.

contact Ms. Tomimura: 098-970-7766 (direct line)
4 — Summer 2021
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Deputy
Director's Note
[LERCERERSE R RELY

On the 4th of July 1776, the Declaration of Independence was issued and later
became our national holiday. “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,” a phrase
in this great document that sets us on a national path and an individual path to
accomplish the goals set forth.

This holiday is traditionally celebrated by Americans watching parades on city
main streets, a long day in the summer sun drinking lemonade, the hotdogs and
hamburgers, the loud colorful fireworks in the night, the thick grey smoke and the
great appreciation of family and friends. As we move towards our Day of Indepen-
dence, it is not just a day for Americans, but a day we can share with everyone.

Have a great and safe summer.

1776 E7B4AB. MM ESHHEN RICAEEDERDHEEE G E LT, "Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness (4683 BEH. Z L TERDENR) "E WS EED COERGNEDHRICHIEY
DN TNIFATEB IS EDSN T BIRZIER T BT HDERDELEAADEEZRTEDTT,

COHMBAIE T AVHDADMEDAA VA M) = TINL—FZR V. BEDOABO T TCRV—HEHZIBT
LTLER—RERATD. RY FRYITRNYN—A—EBN) RICKEEDHZ 7 IVIETEXZ
5 EFTe) RBDRWNEZ O ) RIEPRANCESI LY T2 ETERNICTDN TVEY,
MIESRBEICAT T TDBRIETAVAANDHEFDATIZ G AL THE CEZRBEDTY,

RESLLV\REGEZHBSLIEELY,

Reader's Voice ZEDE

P5 "Marines give messages of hope ...... ". I'm sure it's not just the Marines, but
American soldiers are really doing a lot for Japanese society.

It was heart-warming. | wish more Japanese people would know about it.

P8 "Environmental enthusiast motivates ...... ". This article was quite interesting
to read and shocking to learn that hermit crabs use the lid of a pet bottle as their
home. P9, it says, "l realize with all the people and all the tourists collecting shells,
for example, if one person takes a shell, there are millions of people coming to
Okinawa, means millions of people taking shells, hermit crabs cannot compete
with it.”It enlightened me. It was a good article.

Fukuoka, Mr. O

P5DBEME FLEZDET . BEKERITTIRBEVDTLEOD KREAIESICHAER
ISFL WBNBROTNTVE TR, ODRYTALTEE T, HoEZKDARAICHID THELL
T,

P8 TBAEHFROEMABR: 1. CDREIEHEDBOTELEDAB CLIZ VRAUDRY bR
MLDEZERICLTWBEWNSDIENF2TST3 v F I 7555 CY. P DIFIZIE. —AD—DER
ZHRAEHRICIEFAEAALDADR N CABAADLDADEZIEOTOOIFTIH S TR
HAVBKRITFTE TEGVDIEERRELE LT, IDRRDIE/ \vEEEEONELTe, WWEETLT,

RBEAREE OTA

Big Circle magazine is very interesting and the next generation can learn a lot
from it. They say, "l want to live in Okinawa, | want to join the U.S. Marine Corps
in the future, and | want to be strong and kind like Col. Perry."

Kanagawa, Ms. K

RKZEDS FREBICHRERERIS. & CHERRMRICEDERANT T, DHBITEH LN
TERARBEBICAD WD AEDKSICEBLLIEY WES 2 TVET,
MR/ REEKEA
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RETER RER

Baaars: (098) 970-1220
777X (098) 970-3803
*—Jb: MCBPAC.MCBBUTLER.0@USMC.MIL

FREGER L R Fis - BELZEDT. Z<D
FEDERODCER. CRE. CBRZHFELT
BIVET. KB FFh EEESEHEED L 770
S A= KTl EHEICT LRI AELHIRE
ERFTHREIIEEL,

OO OO OO OO OO

RN MERIX

https://www.japan.marines.mil/Event/

QOGO OBOOSOOOOOOOBOOEODO OO OGO

Big Circle was called “Okina Wa” from the first
issue in July 2002 to the 15th issue in Spring
2006. We put “O-kina-wa” in the way close to
Japanese pronunciation.
KEZEIT2002F7HRITISH 52006 FFENDESSEH
T lOkina Wa) &EREBENTWE LIz FZEIZBAGE
DEZITEVWAZLT F0-kina-wal &2 MUITRT T &I
L&l
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Change of command ceremony
at Camp Foster

Fv T T+ A2 —BBEEILE TD
BESEXRAR

U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron 1 stand in formation for a change of command ceremony on Camp Foster,
Okinawa, Japan, May 28, 2021. During the ceremony Lt. Col. Nicholas Waldron passed command of MWHS-1 to Lt. Col. Jonathan
Giesler.
Numerous changes of command take place each year, typically in the summer time as if when most permanent changes of station
occur.
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(Photo by Yoshie Makiyama/4&LLIE;T)
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