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On April 3, 1946, Technician Fifth
Grade Donald Whitaker boarded
a train and left Camp McCoy after
serving two years, six months, and
seven days in the Army during World
War II.

At that time, Camp McCoy
later known as Fort McCoy — was a
transitional installation for many set-
vice members going home from the
war. Tens of thousands of troops
made their way through the instal-
lation to eventually leave and get to
their original home of record. For
Whitaker, that was DuPage, I11.

“McCoy was full of guys getting
out who were happy to get back,”
Whitaker said. “There was one guy
who was trying to talk people into

Soldiers with technical skills.

“I was supposed to go into the
ASTP program, which would in-
clude two years in college and come
out with a commission,” Whitaker
said. “And after I finished my 17
weeks of (initial Army) training, they
canceled it. I was supposed to come
to the University of Wisconsin (in
Madison).”

With the commissioning program
out of sight, in 1944, Whitaker went
with his unit to train at Camp Liv-
ingston in Alexandria, La.

“We started jungle training be-
cause we thought at that time we
were probably going to be going to
the South Pacific,” Whitaker said.
“So we were there — I don’t remem-
ber how long for sure — and then
they put us on a train for Boston for
more training and then overseas to
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Whitaker expressed that memory
during a visit to Fort McCoy on July
16 — nearly 75 years after leaving
the post. The 95-year-old Whitaker
made a special visit to see the Fort
McCoy Commemorative Area and
the many World War Il-era artifacts
at the historical area. The former
Soldier also shared some of his
memories from his service.

According to his records, Whita-
ker joined the Army in September
1943. He joined with the idea he
was going to participate in the Army
Specialized Training Program, or
ASTP. ASTP was a military training
program instituted by the Army dur-
ing World War II to meet wartime
demands both for junior officers and

campaign. He said they served in Co-
logne, Germany, as well as Salzburg,
Austria. During that time, Whitaker
said he served as part of a labor pool
completing all sorts of duties besides
being a bandsman.

“When the band went over to
Germany, they took away out instru-
ments, and we were in a labor pool,”
Whitaker said. “We were guarding
prisoners, we were road guides, we
did kitchen patrol, and we did other
service and security at night. Cooks
have to be used — they are not com-
bat Soldiers. We were support Sol-
diers. That’s what I was.”

Whitaker recalled a story where
he was with another Soldier, and
they found themselves behind Ger-

(See VETERAN, Page 2)
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Short talk by the chaplain — at
which time they also receive me-
dals and awards due them and
their discharge papers—and then
receive final pay.

Puardon! Even
Sam’s Excited

So excited did Sgt. Sam
Wolberg, assistant manager
of Theater 4 become when
informed Pres. Truman had
proclaimed V-3 day that he
inadvertently announced:

“Pres. Roosevelt has an-
nounced the war is over.”

If you keep faith with me you need not weep

If T am killed, for I will not complain

Of any death if by it others gain

The things I think are worth my life to keep:

The right to have, to know, to love, to speak.

1If all win these, I will endure my pain

And on the battlefront, where I have lain,

Will find an honored place in which to sleep.

But if when peace returns to you once more

You break the word you gave humanity

By keeping not the pledge to which you swore,

Then carve in stone this epitaph for me:

‘Here lies a fool who placed his hope in war

And gave his faith to insincerity’.”
V-J Day! Just another Armistice Day?

made of sterner stuff as the result of our recent forging?
Let Us THINK — and do — and pray!

Or are we
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Who’ll Be Allied Chief In Japan?
That’sRight!Gen. M’ Arthur

The selection of Gen. of the
Army Douglas MacArthur as oc-
cupational chief for Japan was
annaunced by Pres. Harry S. Tru-
man after his V-J proclamation
Tuesday night.

Gen. MacArthur, by his rank
{as top five-star general, rates as
he no. 1 choice for the difficult
!task of governing the Japanese
and changing their form of gov-
ernment from a militaristic one
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man lines when they took a wrong
turn at an intersection. He said they
got up to where they saw a German
gun emplacement and had to make
a choice.

“We shut our vehicle off, turned it
around manually, and stayed as quiet
as we could,” he said. “We then rolled
it down a hill, popped the clutch, and
got the heck out of there. We prob-
ably would have become prisoners
of war had we kept going.”

Whitaker also remembered when
he was performing perimeter duty at
his deployed camp and had a Ger-
man officer approach holding up a
white flag.

“He wanted to surrender to an-
other officer,” Whitaker said. “We
had a brigadier general at the camp,
so I went to wake him up in the mid-
dle of the night. He told me, ‘Corpo-
ral — you better not be kidding me,
or I will have your stripes.”

That officer did surrender not just
himself but also more than 9,000
German troops, Whitaker said.

And then his time in Germany
was done in 1945.

“(Our) division had ... action
in various places,” Whitaker said.
“Then we were thinking we were
done when Victory in Europe Day
came. But they sent us back, we went
through a parade in New York, and
then all off the sudden we are in
Oklahoma training on this equip-
ment for amphibious training to go
to the South Pacific.”

By summer 1945, Whitaker had
crossed back over the Atlantic, done
some quick training in Oklahoma,
and crossed the Pacific to the Philip-
pines.

“I had a friend in the Navy, and I
had more time on the water than he
did because I went across the Atlan-
tic and back as well as the Pacific,”
he said.

Whitaker was in the Philippines
when the war was officially ended
Sept. 2, 1945, when the Japanese
signed the official surrender on the
U.S.S. Battleship Missouri.

“After Germany, we knew we
were going to the South Pacific,”
Whitaker said. “We were told at that
time that (Gen. Douglas) MacArthur
had a plan to invade Japan with 1
million men with the expectation of
millions of American and Japanese
casualties. But that never came about
because of the atomic bomb. And
we were absolutely thrilled when we
heard that. It’s not that we wanted to
see people killed. It’s just that it was
a much lesser amount than if we had
invaded. Then, of course, the em-
peror surrendered, and that was the
end of that.”
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World War Il veteran Donald Whitaker, who served in the Army from 1943 to 1946, holds a display case July 16 with the medals he earned dur-
ing the war while visiting the Commemorative Area at Fort McCoy. Whitaker, of Elk Grove, Wis., and originally from DuPage County, lll., made
his first visit to Fort McCoy after having left 75 years earlier.

Even after the surrender and the
end of the war, Whitaker said that
in the Philippines, people were still
dying,

“We had a number of Japanese
soldiers who didn’t give up, and we
had a number of them coming into
camp at night and killing Soldiers
(at our base in the Northern Phil-
lipines),” Whitaker said. “They even
brought in Japanese officers to tell
them the war was over, and they
thought the officers were lying to
them.

“I also played Taps for a number
of Soldiers who were killed,” he said.

Eventually, in March 1946, Whita-

ker arrived back in the United States
from the Philippines and was sent to
Camp McCoy. By that time, he had
earned a Meritorious Unit Award,
the American Theater Service Med-
al, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Service
Medal,  European-African-Middle
Hastern Service Medal, and a Good
Conduct Medal. Mostly, though, he
was ready to go home.

“I just remember coming in by
train (to McCoy) knowing you were
getting out, and we were all saying
the sooner the better,” Whitaker
said. “We had to go through some
lines to give up this, that, and the
other thing, They also gave us train-

ing about transition back to civilian
life.”

Whitaker said that in the years he
served, he was 18 to 21 years old.

“In a way, I would say it was good
for me” Whitaker said. “I think
serving was definitely good for the
country. I went with the idea that I
wanted to do my service, but I also
wanted to come back, so I didn’t take
any unusual chances. ... When you
are deployed, you have to remem-
ber to do your duty and then come
back.”

After the war, Whitaker earned
a bachelor’s degree and a master’s
degree in music from Northwest-

ern University in Illinois. He then
worked in the music business for
more than 50 years before retiring,

The July 16 stop to the Com-
memorative Area was his first stop
back at the post in more than seven
and a half decades, and he said it was
worth it.

“I'm glad I was able to see this,”
he said. “It brought back a lot of
memories.”

The Department of Defense has
observed the 75th anniversary of
the end of World War II throughout
2020. See more of the observance at
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/
Spotlight/WWIL



HOME.ARMY.MIL/MCCOY

SPECIAL: REMEMBERING END OF WORLD WAR I, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2020 3

World War li-era Exchange employee recwes Fort Mccov cheer-up

BY SCOTT T. STURKOL
Public Affairs Staff

Thirty-seven years after retiring
from Fort McCoy, Lola Morrison of
Sparta, Wis., received a special cheer-
ing up from the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service, or AAFES, and
Fort McCoy personnel in August.

The 107-year-old Morrison be-
gan working at then-Camp McCoy
in 1942 in food service with the
Army Exchange Service (later called
AAFES).

At that time, the installation was
in a construction boom, and troops
were busy training for their roles in
World War II. Morrison worked at
the installation in that capacity for
41 years, retiring at the age of 70 in
1983.

In late July, Morrison’s relative Jo
Morstatter said Lola was looking for
a “cheering up” because the COV-
ID-19 pandemic has kept visitors to
a minimum all year. It also seemed
Morrison’s health was diminishing,
and Morstatter knew how much Lola
loved Fort McCoy and serving there.

After a call to the Fort McCoy
Public Affairs Office, and a further
spreading of the word to Fort Mc-

Coy Exchange and post workforce
members, Morrison soon received
letters and post cards from all over.

Mortison received from not just
the Fort McCoy Exchange but from
other stores as well as Exchange
leaders in Texas. Installation work-
force members also sent a package
and numerous post cards.

“The response from Fort Mc-
Coy was terrific and cheered her so
much,” Morstatter said. “The special
package you had made up for her
plus the Fort McCoy postcards and
the other cards were so much appre-
ciated that this was her response to
her niece Bonnie Hall — T feel so
much better,”” Morstatter said in an
email to the installation. “Your help
and response was deeply appreciated
and so greatly appreciated by Lola.
Thank you all. Thank you all for your
service.”

Fort McCoy Exchange personnel
reached out also in 20106, presenting
Morrison with an Exceeding Excel-
lence Award certificate and a military
coin from the AAFES chief execu-
tive officer.

During her time on post, Mor-
rison saw the construction of the
cantonment area, where more than

1,500 buildings went up in just a few
years.

She saw tens of thousands of
troops complete transient training
for World War II, the Korean War,
Cold War, and the Vietnam War, and
she helped feed all those troops. She
also was working on the post when it
was renamed from Camp McCoy to
Fort McCoy in September 1974.

In the June 30, 2016, edition of
the Monroe County Herald, writer
Vicki Horstman featured Morrison,
who was born in 1913 in Viroqua,
in a story for her 103rd birthday and
also discussed her time at Fort Mc-
Coy.

“I fed 480 cadets two times a day
with only one helper,” said Morrison
in the story.

Morrison also had a couple of
mentions in The Real McCoy news-
paper in the 1940s. The Aug. 14,
1943, issue, under the “P. Extras”
column, stated that she and two
other workers “hung up their aprons
and caps from Cafeteria No. 1 and
marched off on their vacations.”

For more information about
AAFES history, go online to www.
aafes.com/about-exchange/history-
mission.

Lola Morrison of Sparta, Wis., shown here Aug. 27, received a special
cheering up from Army and Air Force Exchange Service, or AAFES,
and Fort McCoy personnel in late July. The 107-year-old Morrison be-
gan working at then-Camp McCoy in 1942 in food service with the
Army Exchange Service (later called AAFES).

Special World War Il vet visited MBGOV in 2016, recallell fl‘lﬂlllls from famed 100“]

STORY & PHOTO BY SCOTT T. STURKOL

Public Affairs Staff

Clarence and Thelma Suzuki of Fresno, Calif., had wanted to
visit “Camp McCoy” for decades to see the place the legendary
100th Infantry Battalion once trained.

Their visit became a reality Oct. 28, 2016.

Both Clarence and Thelma grew up in Hawaii and were mar-
ried there 71 years ago in 1949. Clarence, who was 91 during
the visit, is a former Army sergeant who served for 30 months
with the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) in Japan and on the
Northern Mariana island of Tinian during World War I1.

He said they both heard about “Camp McCoy” from friends
and family who had trained at the post in 1942-43 with the
100th Infantry Battalion — a Hawaii National Guard unit
whose members were of Americans of Japanese ancestry, or
Nissei.

The 100th fought in six campaigns in Italy and France during
World War IT and earned three Presidential Unit Citations. The
100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team is recognized as one
of the most-decorated units for its size and length of service in
the history of the U.S. military.

In 2011, veterans of the 100th, 442nd, and MIS earned the
Congressional Gold Medal for their service during the war. The
medal, along with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, is con-
sidered the highest civilian award in the United States. “That
was a real honot,” Clarence said.

“We know it was a short time that the 100th was here (at Fort
McCoy), but in Hawaii it’s a big thing,” Thelma said. “It seemed
like everyone knew about McCoy. I would hear about it from
my brother’s friends.”

Clarence added, “Because we always heard about Camp Mc-
Coy ... (we) always wanted to visit but never had the chance.”

The couple toured each of the Commemorative Area’s five
World War II-era buildings. The buildings are representative of
the types found in the cantonment area when it was construct-
ed in 1942 and include an administrative facility, dining facility,
and barracks. The 100th Infantry Battalion was the first unit to
train at the “new camp” after its inauguration Aug. 30, 1942.

An Army Jeep on display in the administrative building
sparked a memory for the couple.

“That’s just like the Jeep that Clarence used to teach me how
to drive in Hawaii,” Thelma said. “It was a scary, mountainous
road where we would practice.”

“She had a lot of fun learning to drive on those roads, and
she did have a lot of trouble parking that Jeep,” Clarence said
jokingly. “We had so much fun.”

The Suzukis also viewed photos — some with people they

Clarence and Thelma Suzuki of Fresno, Cailf., look at a picture of the 100th Infatry attalion on Oct. 28, 2016, in the
Fort McCoy History Center. The photo was taken during the battalion's training at McCoy in 1942-43.

knew from the 100th — while touring the Fort McCoy History
Center. Clarence said he enjoyed everything he saw.

“I was very impressed,” he said. “It was a real historic review
for me. A lot of things I didn’t know (about Fort McCoy) I saw
for the first time, and I’m really impressed with this historic
site.””

Fort McCoy Public Affairs Specialist Theresa Fitzgerald,
herself an Army veteran, said the visit was memorable.

“It is always an honor to meet veterans from World War I1,”
Fitzgerald said.

“The Commemorative Area brings out their personal stories,
and you learn so much from them as they reminisce about the
‘good old days.” Hearing their stories also helps me in my job by
allowing me to share their stories with other tour groups that
come through here.”
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Looking hack at significant events of World War ||

BY DAVID VERGUN
Department of Defense News

World War 11 involved combatants from most of
the world’s nations and was considered the deadliest
war in history.

Around 85 million military and civilians died as a
result.

The end finally came on Sept. 2, 1945, when Japa-
nese officials signed the surrender documents aboard
the battleship USS Missouri at Tokyo Bay, Japan.

The following is a timeline of significant events in
World War II.

Sept. 1, 1939

Germany invades Poland, marking what many re-
gard as the start of the war, though Japan invaded
China on July 7, 1937. Two days later, France, and the
United Kingdom declare war on Germany.

April 9 to June 22, 1940
Germany takes control of much of Western Eu-
rope, including France.

July 10, 1940
Germany launches an air war, known as the Battle
of Britain, against the United Kingdom.

Sept. 22, 1940
Germany, Italy and Japan sign the Tripartite Pact

Dec. 7, 1941
Japan’s naval air force attacks military bases on
Oahu, Hawaii.

Dec. 8, 1941
The United States declares war against Japan.
Dec. 11, 1941
The United States declares war on Germany and
Italy.

June 4 to 7, 1942
The US. Navy defeats the Japanese navy at the
Battle of Midway.

July 9, 1942
Allied forces invade Sicily.

Sept. 8, 1943
Italy surrenders to the Allies, but German forces
occupy northern Italy.

June 6, 1944
Allied forces land on the beaches of Normandy,
France, marking D-Day.

Aug. 25, 1944
Allies take control of Paris.

Dec. 16, 1944
Germans counterattack in northern France, Bel-
gium, and Luxembourg, known as the Battle of the
Bulge.

Feb. 19, 1945
U.S. Marines land on the Japanese island of Iwo
Jima.

March 22, 1945
The US. 3rd Army crosses the Rhine River in Ger-
many.

April 1, 1945
U.S. soldiers and Marines invade Okinawa, Japan.

April 25, 1945
The Soviet army encircles Berlin and links up with
the Americans on the Elbe River.

May 8, 1945
Germany surrenders to the Allies, marking V-E
Day.

Aug. 6, 1945
The United States drops an atomic bomb on Hi-
roshima, Japan.

Aug. 9, 1945
The United States drops an atomic bomb on Na-
gasaki, Japan.

Sept. 2, 1945
Japan formally surrenders to the Allies, marking
V-] Day, although the initial announcement of sut-
render was made Aug, 15, 1945

Department of Defense hisloril photo
Supreme Allied Commander Army Gen. Douglas MacArthur signs the formal Japanese surrender
during ceremonies on the battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, Japan, on Sept. 2, 1945.
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L(};l; The victory for which our nation and all United Nations ¢
bd. | have striven has been achieved, thank God.
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The record amassed by our military forces during the
ﬁghtmg years since Japan attacked this nation Dec. 7, 1941, 'p)
has been studded w1th feats Gf
of military achievement bor- is]
dering on the impossible. ';’é
The magnificent triumphs of
our armed forces serve as a
symbol of Americanism, por-
tray a nation united as one.

Camp MecCoy personnel — A
military and civilian — may | |
take pride in the- role they
played in making this bril-'g|
liant victory possible. My
congratulatxons on a job well]
done 1

Victory is here and we look ¢
to the future confident our X
country will continue to 1eadlt
the world in peace as it dld n
in war.
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COL. MacMULLIN McCoy there remains an im-
| portant task before we write finis to the war years. The
‘return to civilian pursuits of thousands of veterans is the
responsibility of Camp MecCoy’s personnel center.” This
huge assignment parallels anything undertaken here dur-
ing the fighting years and W111 require our maximum ef-
forts.

I am certain I will receive your wholehearted support
—as in the past—and we at Camp McCoy shall meet our ob-
jectives promptly and with as much dispatch as possible.

Again, my congratulations to you on your part in this
great triumph,

FROM SEPT. 2, 1945, IN I-IE REA!F}‘ICCOY NEWSPAPER
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Winsing ABOARD THE USS. MISSOURI, Tokyo Bay, Sept. 2

Once-Proud Nips Bow;

Ceremony on Missouri

BY KENNETH McCALER

""" (Sunday).---(INS)---World War Il came to an end today
s when Japan's uncondifionul surrender---hailed by Gen.
- MacArthur as "a solemn agreement whereby peace may
' be restored"---was signed aboard the battleship Mis-
: souri in Tokyo Ba
‘MacArthur Hails el

The ceremony sealing the final and

pa.1s N E F P utter defeat of the Axis, which had
5 ew ra o €aCe plunged the globe into six years of car-

nage. was presided over by the austere

News clipping from Chicago Herald American newspaper at the Fort McCoy Commemorative Area



