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Shanahan: ISIS 
crippled in Syria
By C. Todd Lopez | Defense.gov

Meeting with the reporters for the fi rst 
time since assuming offi ce Jan. 1, acting 
Defense Secretary Patrick M. Shanahan 
touched on the Syria withdrawal, success 
in Afghanistan, the U.S. Space Force, and 
his role as the head of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense Jan. 29.

Shanahan, who had 
served as deputy defense 
secretary until the fi rst of 
the year, said that from his 
new position, “the terrain 
is not different.” What 
has changed, he told re-
porters, is that he sees the 
president more often, and 

works more closely with the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Cabinet mem-
bers and defense counterparts in Europe 
and Asia.

As acting secretary, he said, he expects 
to travel less, and to “drive more integra-
tion between the services and the com-
batant commands.”

Syria
Shanahan said the withdrawal is in 

the early stages. “We’re on a deliberate, 
coordinated, disciplined withdrawal,” he 
said.

ISIS is no longer able to govern in 
Syria, he said. 

“ISIS no longer has freedom to amass 
forces. Syria is no longer a safe haven. 
We’ve eliminated a majority of their 
leadership. We’ve signifi cantly dimin-
ished their fi nancial capabilities,” Sha-
nahan said. “The way I would probably 
characterize the military operations con-
ducted in Syria is that the risk of terror-
ism and mass migration has been signifi -
cantly mitigated.”

Inside Syria, he said, “99.5 percent 
plus” of territory controlled by ISIS just 
two years ago has been returned to the 
Syrians. “And within a couple of weeks, 
it’ll be 100 percent,” he added.

Along Syria’s northeastern border, 
some 3.5 million Syrian refugees are in 
Turkey, Shanahan said, and signifi cant 
numbers of internally displaced people 
are on the Syrian side of the border. 

To ameliorate this crisis, he said, mil-
itary-to-military conversations are hap-
pening, and the State Department is in-
volved as well; looking for solutions. 

“There are very important dialogues 
going on in major capitals in Europe 
about support to that portion of Syria, 
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Staff Sgt. Joseph Baumgartner, an electronic war-
fare specialist with 2nd Armored Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Armored Division, fi xes his equipment 
on top of his high mobility multipurpose wheeled 
vehicle in December.

Sgt. 1st Class Mikki Sprenkle  / U.S. Army
Soldiers assigned to the 3rd Cavalry Regi-
ment fi re the M777 howitzer in Southwest 
Asia, Dec. 2, 2018. The regiment is part of 
Combined Joint Task Force Operation Inher-
ent Resolve, supporting the Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces and Iraqi security forces in Syria as 
they clear the last remaining pockets of the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria from the Mid-
dle Euphrates River Valley and prevent them 
from fl eeing into Iraq.

See ISIS Page 2A

>> HIGHS AND LOWS
Sgt. Christopher A. Hernandez / 210th RSG/MoD Bde. – Fort Bliss DPTMS 

Spc. Benjamin Hakes, Top, and Sgt. Beau Charney, infantry Soldiers with Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry Regiment, Wisconsin Army Na-
tional Guard, maintain a high-low defensive posture before moving into building clearing procedures during the company’s guardian angel squad train-
ing exercises conducted at the McGregor Range Complex, New Mexico, Feb. 9. The company has been taking part in guardian angel STXs to augment 
their readiness and lethality capabilities, preparing them for Advise and Assist missions. For more on this story, see 5A.  

Electronic warfare
By Staff Sgt. Felicia Jagdatt  | 2nd ABCT, 1st AD PA

Iron Soldiers with 2nd Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division teamed 
up with the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion to train using new electronic warfare 
equipment and techniques at Fort Bliss in De-
cember.

“The purpose of this collaboration is sig-
nifi cant to the Army and the future of EW and 
cyber electromagnetic activities” said Chief 
Warrant Offi cer 3 William Insch, an EW tech-
nician with the Army’s Project Manager Elec-
tronic Warfare & Cyber. “These two teams 
are literally pushing the envelope in helping 
to determine future Army doctrine and tactics, 
techniques, and procedures that will infl uence 
the entire force.”

The EW systems are prototypes made up 
of many different parts, some of which are al-
ready fi elded within the Army. However, these 

teams are learning how to incorporate other, 
new parts while reviewing the capability’s 
true effectiveness. 

“The equipment is being fi elded in stages 
to allow the Army to incorporate new tech-
nologies and Soldier feedback,” said 
Capt. Dequincy Bass, the assistant 
product manager EW Planning Man-
agement Tool, part of the Army’s 
Program Executive Offi ce for Intel-
ligence, Electronic Warfare and Sen-
sors. 

Presently, the combined sys-
tem includes a Sabre Fury and a 
VROD Modular Adaptive Trans-
mit, which provides informa-
tion and messaging to the Raven 
Claw. The Raven Claw then pro-
cesses that information, 
See WARFARE Page 4A

Iron Soldiers modernizing capabilities

Staff Sgt. Felicia Jagdatt  / 2nd ABCT, 1st AD

Patrick M. 
Shanahan



Newest electronic 
warfare vehicle 
tested at Fort Irwin
By Capt. Scott Kuhn | U.S. Army    

Electronic warfare Soldiers from 3rd Ar-
mored Brigade Combat Team “Greywolf,” 1st 
Cavalry Division conducted electronic attack 
and electronic support operations during the 
month-long exercise using the Electronic War-
fare Tactical Vehicle at Fort Irwin, California, 
in January.

“Our main purpose was to provide support 
by denying communications to the enemy, 
jamming ‘comms,’” said Sgt. 1st Class Cris-
tian Holguin, the EWTV team leader. “In ad-
dition we were able to listen in on FM com-
munications from the enemy and detect enemy 
electronic signatures to use for call for fire 
missions.”

The brigade received the Army’s first dedi-
cated electronic warfare vehicle in September 
2018 in time to test it out during the brigade’s 
external evaluation, Pegasus Forge III, at Fort 
Hood, Texas. The team then provided feed-
back to the team at the Rapid Equipping Force, 
which had developed the vehicle.

“It’s like version one of the system. And for 
being version one it is a very good system,” 
said Holguin. “The folks at REF listened to 
our feedback following Pegasus Forge and ac-
tually were making upgrades to the vehicle as 
we were on ground at NTC.”

According to Staff Sgt. Darron McCracken, 
an EWTV operator, the shortened timetable 
between Pegasus Forge and NTC presented a 

challenge to the team, but they were able to 
overcome them and help integrate the system 
fully at the brigade and battalion levels.

“Initially the battalions were a little skepti-
cal of the system. Not only was it an asset they 
had to provide forces to help protect, but it’s a 
pretty big vehicle as well,” he said. “But once 
they saw what it could do and they benefited 
from its effects, they recognized the benefits 
of the system.”

The near-peer enemy, along with the ter-
rain and elements that the brigade faced at 
NTC, made it an ideal environment to test 
the EWTV. Once the force-on-force fight was 
completed, the team conducted situational 
training that helped further test the capabilities 
of the vehicle.

“We worked on finding ways to better im-
prove our jamming and detection capabilities,” 
said Staff Sgt. Francisco Becerra, an EWTV 
Operator. 

Measuring the performance of the vehicle at 
NTC was sometimes difficult to do since there 
was no immediate feedback through real time 
measures and sensors. According to Holguin it 
is something that NTC is working to improve, 
however they were able to validate and mea-
sure effects in other ways.

“There are two aspects of performance 
– performance of the equipment and perfor-
mance of the teams themselves,” Holguin said. 
“And I think we’ve accomplished more than 
we expected for integration and employment; 
having and using the EWTV validated our po-
sition as an effective asset on the battlefield.”

Greywolf was the first to test the vehicle in 
an austere environment against a near-peer foe, 
but they won’t be the last. The EWTVs belong 
to III Corps and are being moved to other units 

so that their teams can test them and add their 
inputs to improve the system. 

“The intent is to take all of the lessons 
learned and build on it,” said McCracken. “To-
wards the end of the process we will have an 
SOP, something that is predictable and can be 
translated across the Army.”

When asked if, after testing it out at NTC, 
they felt it was an effective system, McCrack-
en answered, “Absolutely. Absolutely.”

The new vehicle was developed to provide 
Army Electronic Warfare Teams with the abil-

ity to detect and attack in the electromagnetic 
spectrum from an operationally relevant range 
at the brigade combat team level. It was de-
veloped by the Rapid Equipping Force to give 
the Army’s Brigade Combat Team a dedicated 
electronic warfare vehicle.
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Courtesy photo
Staff Sgt. Jason Millhouse, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division electronic warfare 
tactical vehicle operator, programs the frequencies needed to jam a notional enemy during training in 
Yuma, Arizona, in 2018.  

as well as very important discussions with 
our [Syrian Democratic Forces] counterparts 
there in northeastern Syria,” he added. “The 
discussions hold real promise.”

Afghanistan
Coalition forces and Afghan National Se-

curity Forces “have been doing a tremen-
dous job,” the acting defense secretary said.

There is no change to the “realign, rein-
force, regionalize, reconcile and sustain” 
plan, known as 4R+S, he said.

Discussions are now between Ambassador 
Zalmay Khalilzad and the Taliban. Khalilzad 
is the State Department’s special represen-
tative for Afghanistan reconciliation. “The 
talks were encouraging,” Shanahan said. 
“I would just add to that, we have to give 
people time.”

The acting secretary noted “a new level of 
energy” in the situation. 

“The reconciliation portion our 4R+S is 
working,” he said. “Now we need to give the 
diplomats time and space to advance those 
conversations.”

Space Force
The Defense Department is looking at in-

dividuals who might lead a U.S. Space Com-
mand, Shanahan said. The “Space Force” 
will focus on faster development of technol-

ogy, faster delivery of technology, and lever-
aging of commercially available technology, 
he explained. 

Concerns on Capitol Hill involve avoiding 
unnecessary cost and not growing a bureau-

cracy, he said. 
His  idea of “Space Force” is that it have 

a small footprint, he told reporters. “That’s 
why I recommend it sits under the Air 
Force,” he said.

Sgt. Amber Smith / DOD   
Acting Defense Secretary Patrick M. Shanahan speaks to reporters during an off-camera news confer-
ence at the Pentagon, Jan. 29.

Sgt. LaShawna Custom / 32nd AAMDC

Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 108th Air Defense Artillery Brigade ground guided their vehicles off of the tracks 
and refueled them before staging them Feb. 11.

>> 32ND AAMDC PREPARES FOR ROVING SANDS
FORT BLISS ADA COMMAND WILL HOST EXERCISE MARCH 1-11 
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When it comes to alcohol, 
it’s easy to be fooled by 
appearances. But the fact is, an 
“innocent” 12 oz. mug of beer or 
a “harmless” 5 oz. glass of wine 
is as guilty of causing intoxication 
as a standard 1 1/4 oz. shot of 
hard liquor.

The most sobering fact of all, 
is that you don’t have to drink to 
have a great time.

Don’t drink 
and drive

Garrison Commander
Col. Steve Murphy

Garrision Command Sergeant Major
Command Sgt. Maj. Brian Holschbach

Garrison Public Affairs Officer
Guy Volb
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Get your news online on your iPhone and iPad at 
fortblissbugle.com. Scan the bar code to take you there.



Training is the oil that keeps the 
engine of our Army running
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JMC setting stage for largest
annual modernization exercise this spring  ■ 8A  

Unit Briefs
Tax Center open: The Fort Bliss Tax Center is open Monday 
through Friday 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Saturdays and training holidays 
from 10 a.m. –3 p.m. 2910 Cassidy Road.  568-1040
WSMR Bataan March: Register for the 2019 Bataan Memorial 
“Death March.’ Registration ends March 3. $110, $500. http://
bataanmarch.com
Army Warrior Trials: Wounded Warrior athletes will compete 
in adaptive sports March 7-15 at different Fort Bliss FMWR physi-
cal fi tness centers. Come out and support the competitors through-
out the week. 744-1532
ACS Newcomers’ fair: Are you new to the Fort Bliss and El 
Paso community? Or are you looking to see what resources are 
available in the surrounding area? Que Pasa, a newcomers infor-
mation fair, will be the place to be! Join Army Community Service 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., today at the Centennial Banquet and Confer-
ence Center. There will be on-post resource tables, El Paso busi-
nesses, giveaways and more. Free. 569-4227, ext. 0.

By Maj. Anthony Clas | 3rd ABCT, 1st AD Public Affairs

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – The Army’s 
fi rst priority is readiness – ensuring our Soldiers have 
the tools and training they need to be lethal and ready to 
fi ght and win, as stated by Army Secretary Mark Esper.

The 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team “Bulldog,” 
1st Armored Division (Rotational Unit) has been de-
ployed to South Korea since September 2018 as the sixth 
rotational brigade to support the 2nd Infantry Division/
ROK-US Combined Division.

“When we arrived here on the ground last October, I 
told 2ID (2ID/RUCD) we were ready to take over from 
Raider Brigade (1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 
Infantry Division) and support our U.S. and ROK allies,” 
said Col. Marc Cloutier, Marlborough, Connecticut na-
tive and commander of 3rd ABCT, 1st AD.

The Bulldog Brigade stayed busy maintaining their 
readiness posture during the fi rst half of the deployment, 
conducting several combined small-arms and crew-
served weapons ranges, fi eld artillery gunnery ranges, 
sling-load and air assault exercises, and other training 
exercises to build the brigade’s profi ciency in warrior 
tasks, which enhances their ability to shoot, move, com-
municate, survive, and adapt in any contingency.

“Since our arrival, Bulldog Soldiers have shown just 
that. We have done a number of individual and crew 
served weapons ranges; fi red our artillery and mortar 
crews; maneuvered our tanks and Bradley fi ghting ve-
hicles, and participated in a number of combined opera-
tions with our ROK allies,” said Cloutier. “Most notably, 
we were assigned 13 ROK offi cers to our brigade and 
battalion staffs to make us a truly combined staff. These 
offi cers just returned from a month-long training exer-
cise at our National Training Center in California. These 
ROK offi cers and NCOs will become the continuity for 
the next rotational force, and that’s a great thing for the 
2ID/RUCD.”

Training is not the only focus for  the Bulldog Brigade 
during its deployment. The rotational unit has circulated 
its personnel through several cultural awareness events 
across South Korea to learn the customs and rich history 
of its ROK allies.

“Our Soldiers are embedded in the social fabric here 
on the ROK,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Michael Oliver, 
a native of Detroit, senior enlisted adviser for 3rd ABCT, 
1st AD. “We’ve experienced multiple cultural awareness 
events since we arrived to include the Shinhan University 
Head Start program, multiple outreach events in the sur-
rounding communities at Camps Humphreys and Casey, 
and continue to learn and develop ourselves alongside 
our KATUSAs (Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army) 
and ROK Army soldiers.” 

The brigade has a multitude of cultural awareness 
and readiness training events planned for the remainder 
of their deployment. Future training opportunities will 
afford the rotational Soldiers the ability to increase in-
teroperability with their ROK Army allies and further 
immerse their Soldiers in South Korean culture, fostering 
the strong alliance shared between the combined force.

“Going forward, we have a great lineup in the next few 
months,” said Cloutier. “We’ll be on the ranges shooting 
gunnery, we’ll be conducting more combined operations 
with our ROK allies, and fi nally, we’ll be preparing our 
Soldiers and equipment to return to our families at Fort. 
Bliss, Texas. They have been the stalwarts of our bri-
gade, supporting us every day in the execution of our 
tasks. We couldn’t do this without their involvement.”

BUILDING 
A LEGACY
Bulldog Brigade stays busy 
maintaining readiness in ROK 

(Above) An M109A6 Paladin fi res a 155mm 
inert training round during the 4th Battal-
ion, 1st Field Artillery Regiment “Defend-
er,” 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Armored Division (Rotational) Table 
VI Gunnery at St. Barbara Range, Camp 
Hovey, South Korea, Dec. 5, 2018. Table VI 
Gunnery is an annual training requirement 
for fi eld artillery units that certify individual 
howitzer crews and platoon Fire Direction 
Centers. This training focuses on overall 
readiness and maintaining fi eld artillery 
core competencies at the section level.

(Right) Col. Marc Cloutier and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Mike Oliver, the 3rd ABCT, 1st 
AD command team, pose for a photo with 
the 13 ROK Army offi cers and noncom-
missioned offi cers who had returned from 
National Training Center Decisive Action 
Rotation 19-03 Jan. 28.

(Center) Soldiers with 2nd Brigade Engi-
neer Battalion, 3rd ABCT, 1st AD, graduate 
from the Head Start Program at Shinhan 
University, in Gyeonggi province, South 
Korea, Dec. 13, 2018. The program allows 
graduates to gain a deeper appreciation 
of Korean culture and fosters a climate of 
mutual respect with the host nation.

(Below) Soldiers from 4th Bn., 6th Inf. 
Regt., 3rd BCT, 1st AD load into a CH-47 
Chinook helicopter at Camp Humphreys, 
for an air assault training mission Jan. 7. 
This allows Soldiers to move tactically dur-
ing their mission. Air assault missions al-
lows Soldiers to be strategically inserted in 
a controlled environments. 

1st Lt. Sean Kealey / U.S. Army

Maj. Anthony Clas / 3rd ABCT, 1st AD 

Sgt. Alon Humphrey / 3rd ABCT, 1st AD

20th PAD



which enhances EW planning and management 
capabilities, adds Bass. 

The system ultimately deciphers “who’s talk-
ing and where they are talking from,” explains 
Sgt. 1st Class Ryan Beach, an EW specialist with 
2nd ABCT, 1st AD. 

“Each team has a receiver, which is capable of 
picking up the frequencies, and a jammer, which 
is capable of hindering adversary communica-
tion,” said Insch.

The teams are able to see the frequencies by 
looking at a screen, which looks like an old 
school radio that has dials. 

“If you look at it like a radio, you’re able to see 
where the spikes are and tune into that station,” 
said Staff Sgt. Christian Lehr, an EW specialist 
with the 2nd Brigade, 2nd ID. “Then, if I go in 
‘Direction Find’ mode, I can see where it’s com-
ing from in space and time.”

“The purpose is to give commanders real-time 
information,” said Beach. “This isn’t us giving 
them analysis, but giving them something to 
make an accurate decision ‘now.’ This is impor-
tant because this non-lethal capability augments 
the lethal capabilities that our brigade already 
has, which ultimately makes us a stronger fi ght-
ing force.”

The collaboration started off with teams 
“learning how the overall system works and how 
to identify what signals are interesting enough to 
monitor,” said Bass.

Once they fi gured out the ins-and-outs of the 
system, it was time to test it in the fi eld.

The conclusion, Bass mentions, is, “overall, 
the Soldiers were grateful to receive EW systems 
that enable them to become more of an asset to 
their unit; however, they stressed that the new ca-
pability they were evaluating should be the most 
up-to-date version of the system.”

“In the coming months, the EW capability set, 
will allow the [2nd] ABCT’s EW Soldiers the op-
portunity to identify additional critical training 
objectives and expand on their understanding of 
the systems,” said Master Sgt. Adam Brege, EW 
noncommissioned offi cer-in-charge, 2nd ABCT, 
1st AD. “Much of the training being conducted 
will be during [2nd] ABCT’s Strike Focus and 
Iron Focus exercises, where the Soldiers will be 
employing the systems in support of the brigades’ 
scheme of maneuver.”

  
Staff Sgt. Micah Sheean, an electronic warfare specialist, communicates from the high mobility 
multipurpose wheeled vehicle in December.

Photos by Staff Sgt. Felicia Jagdatt  / 2nd ABCT, 1st AD
The new electronic warfare modernized equipment has many parts, some which are already 
fi elded in the Army, and requires teams in order to be fully effective. Staff Sgt. Brett McCaskill, as-
signed to 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, and Sgt. 1st Class Ryan Beach, with 2nd Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, locate and decipher enemy frequencies from a known 
location in December.
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By Sgt. Christopher A. Hernandez | 210th RSG/MaD Bde. 
– Fort Bliss DPTMS 

MCGREGOR RANGE COMPLEX, 
N.M. – Army National Guard Soldiers of 
Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 127th In-
fantry Regiment, Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
performed guardian angel squad training ex-
ercises Feb. 8-10 at McGregor Range Com-
plex, New Mexico.

The U.S. military created the guardian an-
gel program in 2012, tailored to counteract 
green-on-blue (insider) attacks on American 
troops and NATO allies during their over-

seas mobilizations. Bravo Co., 2nd Bn., 
127th Inf. Regt. has been designated for this 
role, preparing them to provide security for 
advisers and allies against lethal opposition.

“The concept is that we’re the immedi-
ate security,” said 1st Lt. Daniel Schultz, a 
platoon leader for Bravo Co., 2nd Bn., 127th 
Inf. Regt. “We secure, provide, and use im-
mediate force protection in areas where the 
actual KLEs (key leader engagements) are 
happening.”

In addition to rapid security response, 
guardian angel Soldiers must also be adept 
in heuristics. In that regard, the Soldiers 
trained on recognizing telltale indicators in 
people and being cognizant to their cultural 
idiosyncrasies. By enhancing these analyti-
cal techniques, the Soldiers can mitigate cri-
sis situations in order to resolve confl icts 
whilst satisfying mission objectives.

“We have a lot of former and current po-
lice offi cers in our unit, and with their role, 
they help bring a lot to the individual corre-
spondence between Afghans and us because 
they’re good at reading people,” said Pfc. 
Mikko Waino, an infantry Soldier for Bravo 
Co., 2nd Bn., 127th Inf. Regt. “There is ob-
viously a language barrier between the Af-
ghan people and us, so with that, we’re able 
to know signs or things that they do that’ll 
help us understand them more, and we will 
be able to develop better relationships with 
them.”

Guardian angel elements usually operate 
in tandem with their Security Force Assis-
tance Brigade counterparts in advise and as-
sist missions, which necessitate joint train-
ing exercises with each other.

“Some of the 2nd SFAB Soldiers from 
Fort Bragg came in for our fi rst joint training 
together,” said Staff Sgt. Ricardo Anderson, 
a squad leader for Bravo Co., 2nd Bn., 127th 
Inf. Regt. “The training was phenomenal, 
and it was completely different from any-
thing that we’ve ever encountered before. 
As for our guys, they’re really receptive and 

want to learn from this since this is all new 
for us.”

Another critical part of their training regi-
men is close quarters combat (also known as 
short-range marksmanship), relevant to the 
unit’s hypothetical scenarios while deployed 
overseas.

“Short-range marksmanship is focused 
on the M9 and M4 about 25 meters and in,” 
Schultz said. “It was really good to be able 
to go through everyone’s marksmanship de-
velopment and learn how they have to set up 
their kit, or how we have to position them-
selves in an environment to put an enemy 
down if we have to.”

Waino echoes Schultz’s sentiments, high-
lighting the criticality of CQC in confi ned 
spaces.

“With our job as guardian angels, that 
close-range marksmanship is paramount be-
cause we may have two individuals stand-
ing two feet apart and we (need) to be able 

to handle a threat in any scenario with only 
minimal distance between us,” Waino said.

Given the short timeframe for their readi-
ness, profi ciency is key.

“I want them to feel confi dent in their 
abilities to stop a threat,” Schultz said. “It’s 
about getting those (junior enlisted Soldiers) 
comfortable in where they’ll recognize the 
heuristics of the room…and if a situation 
does pop up, they need to feel confi dent in 
their training in order to eliminate threats.”

The Soldiers of Bravo Co., 2nd Bn., 127th 
Inf. Regt. will continue to train and hone 
their skills here. As Anderson puts it, com-
placency can have a negative impact. Hence, 
he stresses that the key to success is to be 
continuously adaptive to any situation, re-
gardless of conditions.

“I told them what to expect, and to not get 
their hopes up over a lot of things,” Ander-
son said. “It’s never what they would expect 
to happen, and to always plan for the worst.”

Bravo Co., 2nd Bn., 127 Inf. Regt. 
trains for guardian angel missions

Photos by Sgt. Christopher A. Hernandez / 210th RSG/MaD Bde. – Fort Bliss DPTMS 
Sgt. Alex Zabel and Spc. Lane Luxem, infantry Soldiers for 2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry Regiment, 
Wisconsin Army National Guard, take part in an advise and assist scenario during the company’s 
guardian angel squad training exercises conducted at McGregor Range Complex, New Mexico, Feb. 
9.  

Sgt. Richard Anderson, an infantry Soldier for 
2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry Regiment, Wiscon-
sin Army National Guard, conducts perimeter 
security with other Soldiers during the com-
pany’s guardian angel squad training exercises 
at McGregor Range Complex, New Mexico, Feb. 
9. Anderson’s company has been taking part in 
guardian angel STXs to augment their readi-
ness and lethality capabilities, preparing them 
for advise and assist missions. 
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By Marcy Sanchez | WBAMC Public Affairs

A 30-minute drive past El Paso’s city lim-
its in any direction leads to the Chihuahuan 
Desert sand, shrub and mountains, as far as 
the eye can see. Going north, the drive will 
lead to a secluded training ground, part of 
Fort Bliss, which holds an important mission 
in the United States Department of Defense.

McGregor Range Complex consists of 
more than 678,000 acres of training ground, 
designed to provide deploying units the space 
required for pre-deployment certifi cations, a 
requirement to deploy. To support the medi-
cal needs of service members in training – 
at times more than 14,000 service members 
– U.S. Army Reserve Medical Command’s 
7413th Troop Medical Clinic (TMC), out 
of El Paso, provides 35 Reserve-component 
Soldiers specializing in everything from pre-
ventive health to radiology.

“We’re the fi rst TMC to take that build-
ing so our mission was to open, set up and 
support the McGregor Range Aid Station 
for all Soldiers training, (mobilizing or de-
mobilizing) out of McGregor Range,” said 
Maj. John Bricker, offi cer-in-charge, 7413th 
TMC.

Since the 7413th TMC’s activation, their 
mission has evolved from simply setting 
up and beginning operations at McGregor 
Range, to supporting more than 4,000 Na-
tional Guard, Army Reserve and active-duty 
service members with Level I+, or role one+, 
medical care. This provides triage and treat-
ment, while also offering laboratory and 
X-ray services. The small company of 35 
Soldiers also supports operations for sur-
rounding primary care, preventive health 
and dental clinics.

Because deploying units have strict sched-
ules, the health of service members is essen-
tial to unit readiness and success.

“We try to get (Soldiers) back to training 
because that’s the whole deal. Soldiers come 
from [states like] Nebraska, Wisconsin, and 
they are not used to (hot, dry climates),” said 
Brinker. “Each individual Soldier has train-
ing requirements that they need to complete, 
if they aren’t in the fi eld training they’re 

missing out on that requirement and essen-
tially their unit may not get certifi ed.”

Aside from acclimatization, occupational 
risks also pose a threat to unit readiness as 
deploying Soldiers reacquaint themselves 
with the armored equipment and vehicles 
needed during missions.

“Most injuries are musculoskeletal inju-
ries and respiratory issues,” said Bricker, 
adding that over the unit’s year-long mis-
sion, more than 700 cases were due to mus-
culoskeletal injuries.

Preparing for upcoming training is essen-
tial for mission success, as the company is 
kept in the loop regarding upcoming troop 
movements to prepare for increased opera-
tions. One of the unit’s busiest periods oc-

curs during exercise Roving Sands, a three-
week long joint Air Defense exercise which 
welcomes more than 10,000 Soldiers to the 
training grounds and simulates combat op-
erations in an austere environment.

“They’re here to train and get ready to 
go,” said Capt. Bernardo Black, a case man-
ager with the 7413th TMC. “When they are 
sick, we do what we have to do, if that means 
we’re open for 24 hours then we open 24 
hours.”

For the 7413th TMC, the year-long activa-
tion has tested their readiness, while offering 
opportunities to develop the Soldiers of the 
unit.

“We train as if we’re going to leave at any 
time. One of our Soldiers is a retail store 

manager, but here he’s a medic,” explains 
Black. “He’s getting great exposure, got 
back up to par and is a great medic so if they 
need him (to deploy overseas) he’s ready to 
go. For a whole year he’s been training for 
what the Army needs him to do.”

While the mission comes fi rst, Soldiers 
within the unit are still taking opportunities 
during mobilization time to progress their 
Army skills through courses such as Basic 
Leaders Course and Air Assault. Regardless 
of formal training opportunities, Soldiers 
participate in unit training aimed at increas-
ing profi ciency in medical skills. The train-
ing, sometimes referred to as Individual 
Critical Task List, identifi es defi ciencies in 
common medical skills and builds on those 
skills.

Because Fort Bliss serves as one of the 
U.S. Army’s Mobilization Force Generation 
Installations, which provides training sup-
port capability to reserve-component units, 
McGregor Range stays busy 24/7, which 
makes tracking each Soldier for continued 
care complicated for the range’s medical en-
tity. 

“If a Soldier gets hurt we have to track that 
Soldier from point A to point B and where 
they are going next,” said Black. “Some-
times we have to consult with commanders, 
but in the end we’re the medical authority. 
We’re going to do everything in our power 
to get Soldiers back to normal, but we make 
sure Soldiers aren’t away from training lon-
ger than needed.”

The 7413th TMC’s effectiveness has been 
recognized by William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center as the region’s top primary 
care clerks, as determined by the Joint Out-
patient Experience Survey, while also re-
ceiving recognition from the U.S. Navy for 
supporting their training at the range as well.

The unit transferred authority to the 
7412th Troop Medical Clinic Feb. 11 and 
will demobilize in March, returning to their 
homes to await their next mission, more 
ready than ever.

El Paso-based Army Reserve medical unit plays critical role in Soldier deployment

Marcy Sanchez / WBAMC PA
Sgt. Joseph Lingeman, practical nursing specialist, 7413th Troop Medical Clinic, checks on Pfc. 
Casey Shahad of the 104th Brigade Engineer Battalion, 44th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, New 
Jersey National Guard, out of Port Murray, New Jersey, during a sick call appointment at the 7413th 
TMC aid station at McGregor Range Complex, New Mexico, Feb. 6.
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By Sgt. 1st Class Richard Sosa | U.S. Army OTC

JOINT BASE LANGLEY-EUSTIS, Va. 
– The ability of Army helicopter repairers 
to support maintenance in remote locations 
may improve enormously if the airmobile 
Expeditionary Crane proves effective in aus-
tere environments during operational testing. 

Recently, aircraft maintainers of Alaska’s 
1st Battalion, 52nd Aviation Regiment, 16th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, ran five Self-Pro-
pelled Crane Maintenance and Positioning, 
Increment II systems through their paces in 
downed aircraft and harsh environment sce-
narios.

Capt. Dick Lofthouse, the product man-
ager for the Aviation Ground Support Equip-
ment office said, “The SCAMP II Expedi-
tionary Crane program embraces the Chief 
of Staff of the Army’s initiative to speed up 
Army Acquisition by taking advantage of 
technology available in the commercial mar-
ket.” 

The new crane looks to provide Downed 
Aircraft Recovery Teams with a crane ca-
pable of CH-47 Chinook Helicopter internal 
transport to a downed aircraft site, as well as 
the ability to maneuver across various aus-
tere terrains. 

“The Expeditionary Crane capitalizes on 
a commercially available crane that already 
has a proven track record in the public sector 
as well as Army Aviation for performance 
and reliability,” said Lofthouse. 

According to 1-52 AVN Staff Sgt. Ian Van 
Harper, the SCAMP II reduces repair times. 

“I just performed a real-life downed air-
craft recovery mission in austere confined 
space landing zone late last September,” he 
said. “Had I had access to the expeditionary 
crane with its mobility, we would have done 
it in half the time – three hours instead of 

six.” 
The Expeditionary Crane has the potential 

to increase a unit’s ability to conduct split-
based operations, because it is lighter and 
airmobile. 

“If a unit was fielded with multiple sys-
tems it would greatly increase the capabil-
ity during split operations to multiple loca-
tions,” said Staff Sgt. Bradley Obenland. 

“During a previous rotation to Europe, my 
unit had been split between locations where 

there was little to no capability to remove 
large components from an aircraft without 
coordinating external support, where the 
SCAMP II would have been ideal.” 

A test team from the Fort Hood-based 
U.S. Army Operational Test Command ap-
plied post-mission surveys and after action 
reviews to collect data directly from the 
SCAMP II operators and maintenance crews 
to inform senior Army leaders on whether 
the mobile crane system is effective, suitable 

and reliable on the modern battlefield. 
“The team was able to see and hear how 

the Soldiers interacted with the equipment 
while driving the SCAMP II across varied 
terrains and perform major maintenance pro-
cedures on the CH-47 and the UH-60,” said 
Gary Vaughn, assistant test officer, with the 
OTC’s Aviation Test Directorate. 

During the test, Soldiers employed the Ex-
peditionary Crane under chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, nuclear, and explosive and 
cold weather environments. 

They also maneuvered the system across 
improved, unimproved, and cross-country 
terrains under day, night, and night-vision 
goggle conditions. 

“Upon arrival to a simulated downed CH-
47, maintenance crews removed and rein-
stalled an aft aircraft blade,” said Sgt. 1st 
Class Leonel Rubio, operations NCO, with 
AVTD. “These conditions enabled evalua-
tors to determine the Expeditionary Cranes’ 
overall effectiveness in enhancing the main-
tenance crews’ ability to complete DART 
operations in austere environments.” 

To conduct proper testing, OTC coordi-
nated using Category B CH-47 and UH-60 
trainer helicopters from the 128th Aviation 
Brigade at JBLE, along with facility support 
from Felker Army Airfield, so maintenance 
teams could remove and reinstall a CH-47 
aft pylon and remove and reinstall a UH-60 
five pack. 

Data collected during the test will support 
an independent evaluation by the U.S. Army 
Evaluation Center at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland. AEC will determine the 
SCAMP’s effectiveness, suitability, and sur-
vivability as an expeditionary crane. AEC’s 
evaluation will support a full-rate initial pro-
duction decision later this year.  

Airmobile crane aims to improve Army battlefield aviation maintenance

Brian Apgar / U.S. Army OTC
Spc. William Maldonado, a CH-47 Chinook helicopter maintainer with 1st Battalion, 52nd Aviation Regi-
ment, 16th Combat Aviation Brigade, performs a driven assessment during operational testing of the 
Self-Propelled Crane Maintenance and Positioning, Increment II (SCAMP II) in January. The SCAMP II 
Expeditionary Crane capitalizes on a commercially-available crane that already has a proven track 
record in the public sector as well as Army Aviation for performance and reliability.
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By Maj. Rich Marsh | Joint Modernization Command

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD, 
Wash. – Fort Bliss’ Joint Modernization 
Command is training hundreds of Soldiers 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington, 
in preparation for the Army’s largest annual 
modernization exercise, Joint Warfighting 
Assessment 19. 

The upcoming exercise, taking place April 
23 - May 10, will train U.S. and partner-na-
tion Soldiers for combat against a near-peer 
adversary in Asia and the Pacific. 

The ongoing effort by JMC focuses on get-
ting Soldiers ready to use new, experimental 
technology in the exercise. For the last three 
weeks, JMC instructors have trained more 
than 360 Soldiers from multiple units on two 

of the many new systems that will feature at 
JWA 19: the Command Post Computing En-
vironment and the Robotic Complex Breach-
ing Concept. 

Both CPCE and RCBC are designed to 
make units more lethal on the hyperactive 
modern battlefield. CPCE is a computer soft-
ware application that combines certain func-
tions of a command post into a single graphi-
cal user interface. Capt. Steven Dowell, an I 
Corps staff officer, praised the way the ap-
plication enhanced his situational awareness. 

“One minute I could be monitoring all the 
units that are entering or exiting a main sup-
ply route,” he said, “the next I could be chat-
ting online with joint or multinational naval 
fires observers.” 

Dowell believes it will be helpful on the 
battlefield when identifying and evacuating 
civilians away from the battle.

JMC instructors also worked with Soldiers 
from JBLM to develop the training plan for 
employing the RCBC concept at JWA 19. 
The RCBC concept employs robotic autono-
mous systems to reduce enemy minefields. 
Its remote-controlled mine plows, unmanned 
aerial vehicles, and autonomous loitering 
munitions are all intended to lighten the bur-
den placed on Soldiers by the traditionally 
dangerous task of breaching obstacles under 
enemy fire. 

The JMC training team, led by Bryan 
Feeser, will remain at JBLM through the 
start of JWA 19 in the last week of April. 
With another two dozen systems slated for 
training, Feeser and the rest of the JMC team 
have their work cut out for them, but the ef-
fort will pay off.

“The training events and the teaching yet 
to come are, without a doubt, essential to the 
overall success of the exercise and the na-
tion’s rapidly-modernizing Army,” Feeser 
said.

JMC setting the stage for largest annu-
al modernization exercise this spring 

Spc. Dustin D. Biven / 22nd MPAD
M2 Bradley fighting vehicles are lined up in Grafenwoehr, Germany to be fitted with Multiple Integrated 
Laser Engagement System gear in 2018 in preparation for a field exercise during Combined Resolve X. 
Exercise Combined Resolve X was an U.S. Army Europe exercise series held twice a year in the major 
training areas of southeastern Germany. The Joint Warfighting Assessment leveraged Combined Re-
solve X, along with the Air Force’s Blue Flag, that were also occurring in Europe at that time.

Nancy Jones Bonbrest / PEO C3T
NIE 14.2 featured more than 900 Marines, a Brit-
ish mechanized brigade headquarters and 3,800 
Soldiers from the 2nd Brigade, 1st Armored Divi-
sion, who fought side-by-side in a combination 
of live, virtual and constructive battles in 2018. 
Historically, the NIE complimented the JWA, gain-
ing Soldier feedback to help improve government 
and industry technologies. 
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By Dawn M. Arden | Fort Leonard Wood PA

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. 
– The Army began fi elding M17 
and M18 Modular Handgun Sys-
tems to the U.S. Army Military Po-
lice School at Fort Leonard Wood 
in December to replace the force’s 
aging Beretta M9, a weapon that 
has been in use since the mid-
1980s and is quickly reaching its 
serviceability limits.

Sporting an integrated rail sys-
tem, a polymer grip module and 
self-illuminating sights, the mod-
ernized 9 mm pistol produced by 
Sig Sauer couldn’t have come at 
a better time, according to Mark 
Farley, USAMPS deputy comman-
dant.

“The (Beretta M9s) we current-
ly have are breaking more often, 
which causes readiness issues,” 
Farley said. He explained that the 
school’s M9s have fi red on aver-
age about 20,000 to 30,000 rounds, 
when a typical handgun will last 
through only about 10,000 before 
they start to have signifi cant issues.

Gary Homer, USAMPS instruc-
tor, added, “With these 17 and 18s, 
you won’t get degradation of the 
barrel until after 25,000 rounds. 
The new MHS has an exponen-
tially longer lifespan or life expec-
tancy.”

Homer said every MHS is test 
fi red before leaving the factory 
with 13 rounds -- three to break in 
the weapon and 10 to test accuracy. 
He said each one must hit 10 out of 
10 at 25 meters in a smaller than 
3-inch group attesting to the gun’s 
accuracy level.

Both Farley and Homer agree 
that one of the biggest selling 
points of the new MHS is the mod-
ular grips, which come in small, 
medium and large that allow for 

the pistol to be modifi ed to the in-
dividual shooter.

“The Military Police Corps, is 
about 16 percent female Soldiers, 
so this is a big deal when you’re 
talking about Soldier lethality and 
accuracy,” Farley said. “For all 
Soldiers to be able to hold that 
weapon with a proper grip and 
use the right fundamentals of fi r-
ing -- it’s very important in order 
for them to be able to engage the 
target and thereafter. One size does 

not fi t all.”
In addition to being able to add 

lights to the guns with the rail sys-
tem, John Scarbrough, USAMPS 
instructor, said another thing he 
likes about the modernized weap-
ons is the consistent trigger. He 
said this will help the MP students 
coming through the school’s many 
courses.

“There is a more consistent trig-
ger so you don’t have to get used 
to 12 and then a four-and-a-half or 

5  pound trigger,” Scarbrough said. 
“Your fi rst shot is the same as your 
17th shot.”

He said the trigger pull in con-
junction with the modular grips 
will improve overall accuracy.

“We have had students before 
who had to use two fi ngers to pull 
the trigger due to strength because 
of their hand position, or they’re 
holding the gun in an awkward 
position so it’s not managing re-
coil,” Scarbrough said. “Those are 

the two biggest things that I think 
will help out whomever is shooting 
them.”

Farley agreed and said it’s not 
just the equipment that’s being 
modernized. He said USAMPS re-
cently changed their qualifi cation 
tables as well.

“It came at the right time where 
we were trying to make training 
a little more stringent and harder. 
This gun won’t make it easier, but 
it will ease some of the transition 
on this new qualifi cation table that 
is just now being exposed to Sol-
diers in the fi eld,” Farley said. “It 
wasn’t coordinated but it worked 
out well.”

Farley said they are excited 
about the new handgun system, 
adding that it’s long overdue. “The 
sooner we can get it fully fi elded 
to the operational units and the 
full training base then operational 
readiness will be enhanced.”

So far the school has only re-
ceived a few hundred of these sys-
tems, but is expecting to receive 
approximately 1,400.

Army fi elds new handgun system to USMPS

Lewis Perkins / U.S. Army
The Army began fi elding the modernized M17 and M18 Modular Handgun Systems to the Military Police School in De-
cember. The school is expected to receive about 1,400 weapons in total.
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“For all Soldiers to 
be able to hold that 
weapon with a proper 
grip and use the right 
fundamentals of fi ring 
– it’s very important 
in order for them to 
be able to engage the 
target and thereafter.” 
>> Mark Farley



By Marcy Sanchez | William Beaumont Army Medical Center

After a tour in Germany, Maj. Elizabeth 
Holshouser was ready to move back to the 
United States. to begin an assignment at Fort 
Bliss. A week before her move, her annual 
mammogram revealed a pair of tumors.

Prior to leaving Germany, Elizabeth and 
her husband had started considering treat-
ment options, should tests come back posi-
tive for breast cancer, a diagnosis neither 
were anticipating, and something that would 
alter future plans for Holshouser, who was 
slated to deploy with the 131st Field Hospi-
tal. Additionally, the couple were concerned 
the relocation would limit accessibility to 
first-class care for her condition.

“When you find out you have cancer, 
you immediately think of (world-renowned 
cancer centers),” said Kenneth Holshouser, 
Elizabeth’s husband. “You want to make 
sure you have the best care when it comes 
to cancer.”

As a certified registered nurse anesthetist, 
returning to Fort Bliss meant an opportunity 
for Elizabeth to discuss treatment options 
with familiar medical professionals, as she 
had previously spent a tour here. 

“I hand-delivered the (radiology) disc to 
the general surgery group (at William Beau-
mont Army Medical Center),” said Eliza-
beth, who has served in the Army for 25 
years. “(The staff) scheduled me an appoint-
ment quickly for biopsies, which came back 
positive.”

As part of WBAMC’s multidisciplinary 
approach to treating cancer, several health-
care professionals discussed treatment op-
tions with Elizabeth, including reconstruc-
tive surgery, if she elects to do so. 

“They told me like 50,000 treatment op-
tions; we talked about it for hours,” said 
Elizabeth. “They wanted to do the best thing 

for me.”
Due to a family history of breast cancer 

and for emotional well-being, Elizabeth 
elected to have a double mastectomy. 

As part of reconstructive options, Lt. Col. 
Owen Johnson III introduced Elizabeth to 
a laser-assisted indocyanine green angiog-
raphy portable handheld imaging device, a 
new surgical tool which enables surgeons to 
visualize microvascular blood flow and re-
lated tissue perfusion, making more complex 
surgical cases possible. 
The device had never 
been offered at WBAMC 
before Elizabeth’s case, 
but is fairly common at 
cancer centers. 

“(Laser-assisted in-
docyanine green angi-
ography) uses laser and 
fluorescence from an 
injectable medication 
called indocyanine green 
to look at very small 
blood vessels which 
are invisible to the na-
ked eye,” said Johnson, 
chief of Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgery at 
WBAMC. “Using this 
technique, you can (theoretically) use a per-
manent implant on the same day as their 
mastectomy, so it’s all done in one day.”

Although the one-step breast reconstruc-
tion, also known as direct to implant, has 
been practiced for years on select candidates, 
Elizabeth’s anatomy and location of the tu-
mor made the procedure risky without the 
aid of the LAICGA device. The device con-
sists of a portable, handheld imager which 
surgeons aim at the surgical area, and can 
then visualize minute vessels for perfusion 

assessment on displays, a capability Johnson 
describes as “having x-ray vision”. 

By doing so, the innovative procedure de-
creases chances of tissue necrosis. The de-
vice is also considered safe for use in micro-
surgery and gastrointestinal surgery cases. 

“We’re always in a position where we 
have to make a prediction or guess as to 
whether there is enough blood supply that 
(skin) will live,” said Johnson. “If we’re 
wrong, if we think the skin looks okay, and 

we put in tissue expand-
ers or soft tissue implants 
and a week later all that 
skin is dead, then the 
implants get infected we 
go back to surgery and 
remove everything. It’s 
a huge disaster because 
now the patient has had 
additional surgeries, they 
have infected wounds 
that will take a while to 
heal, and the reconstruc-
tion basically starts all 
over.”

According to Johnson, 
Elizabeth’s tumors were 
very close to the surface, 
so close that following 

the mastectomy the skin was so thin doctors 
could see their fingers through the skin. 

“This is the exact scenario that if I had not 
had (the device) I wouldn’t have proceeded,” 
said Johnson, a native of Woodbridge, Vir-
ginia. “Under normal circumstances I would 
have abandoned reconstruction. If (sur-
geons) proceed with reconstruction (in cases 
such as Elizabeth’s) and they’re wrong, it’s 
devastating for the patient. Reconstruction 
would take multiple surgeries and probably 
two years to recover from that, so it’s a very 

high-stakes decision (operating without the 
aid of the device) to make.”

While the Holshousers wait for test results 
from biopsies to determine if all the cancer 
was removed, and for medical reasons, Eliz-
abeth opted for tissue expanders, which will 
allow her time to recover and adjust before 
her final surgery for permanent implants. 
Without the use of the device, Elizabeth 
would have been looking at a longer recon-
struction period than what was offered her. 

“I felt completely blessed to have 
(WBAMC Oncology and Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgery) as my medical team. 
They’ve been on board with each other and 
I’ve had appointments with both to discuss 
at the same time,” said Elizabeth.

“The amount of time these guys put in 
with (Elizabeth) and thinking outside of the 
box, it’s amazing, these guys are incredible,” 
said Kenneth. “If more patients can have the 
benefit of the new device, that’s good news 
all around.”

Aside from minimizing procedures and 
recovery time, the introduction of the device 
at WBAMC changes the operations avail-
able to breast cancer patients while provid-
ing confidence that WBAMC may provide 
the same cutting-edge technology available 
at other medical centers. 

“It really has opened a new frontier of 
breast reconstruction at WBAMC because 
now there’s truly no treatment we can’t offer 
in terms of breast cancer treatment or recon-
struction,” said Johnson. 

The surgical team at WBAMC has already 
conducted multiple surgeries using the de-
vice, including a successful direct to implant 
case. The device can potentially be used for 
trauma patients as well.

Treatment capabilities broaden as medical device introduced at WBAMC
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“If more patients 
can have the 
benefit of the 
new device, 

that’s good news 
all around.” 
>> Kenneth Holshouser
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By 2nd Lt. Nathan Pernot | U.S. Army

Co-located on the island of Guam, the 
University of Guam and Task Force Talon 
have a unique opportunity for professional 
development. 

TFT is assigned to Andersen Air Force 
Base in Yigo, Guam. TFT is comprised of 
Echo Battery, 3rd Air Defense Artillery Reg-
iment, Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, 
staff and support elements. 

In turn, the University of Guam is located 
in Mangilao, Guam. The university has an 
impressive Army Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps department, which commissions ap-
proximately 12 cadets to second lieutenants 
every year.

In the spring of 2018 a connection was es-
tablished between the professor of Military 
Science from the Guam Army ROTC, Lt. 
Col. Christopher Rivers, and the Task Force 
Talon Commander, Lt. Col. Johannes Castro. 

Echo Battery began to send personnel 
from their unit to teach the cadets at the 
University of Guam. Lieutenants from Echo 
Battery gave firsthand advice on taking 
command of a platoon and interacting with 
Soldiers. This was an especially unique op-
portunity given that new lieutenants in the 
battery could give firsthand advice on taking 
command of a platoon and interacting with 
their Soldiers to the cadet. 

First Lt. Wei Ye commented on his experi-
ence with the partnership of both units.

“It was a very different opportunity and I 
think both the students and ourselves ben-
efited from it,” said Ye. “Giving valuable 
advice from the perspective of a new platoon 
leader and getting the chance to improve our 
mentoring and communication skills at the 
same time.” 

Second Lt. Joyce Borja was able to at-
tend physical readiness training with TFT 
and Echo Battery. Borja is part of the staff 
at the university and looks to gain experi-
ence before heading to Basic Officer Leaders 
Course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

Borja commissioned as an Air Defense 
Artillery officer and is in a prime location 
to learn branch-specific skills. She now has 
a better understanding of the dynamics of a 
battery so she will be better prepared for her 
career in Air Defense Artillery.

The cornerstone of this relationship has 
been tours of the THAAD site given to 
ROTC cadets at the university. These tours 
give the students a glimpse of the mission 
of Echo Battery, the Soldiers that defend 
Guam, Security Forces and the equipment 
used at the THAAD site. They now have a 
better understanding about the high state of 
readiness that exists in a unit that is constant-
ly prepared for any threat that may present 
itself. For the cadets, this experience adds 
context to their education.

In 2018, at the spring commissioning cer-
emony for the University of Guam, Capt. 
Jared Kuntz, the former commander of Echo 
Battery and Lt. Col. Castro, the commander 

of TFT, attended the ceremony to show their 
support for the commissioning second lieu-
tenants. Also in attendance was Brig. Gen. 
Sean Gainey, then commander of the 94th 
Army Air and Missile Defense Command. 

In addition to their attendance at the cer-
emony, they administered a leader profes-
sional development sit-down with the cadets 
before the ceremony started.

As the commanders of their respective 
units, Castro and Rivers gave their perspec-
tive of this unique partnership. 

“This program provides ‘real world’ lead-
ership and helps prepare the students for 
BOLC; It is especially helpful for the stu-
dents who are branching Air Defense Ar-
tillery, like 2nd Lt. Borja, but it is not just 
Air Defense, the students get a perspective 
from Task Force Wolf (Security Forces at the 
THAAD site) and maintenance, which are 
valuable parts of what we do,” said Castro. 

“The MS3 and MS4 cadets get to par-
ticipate in dialogue at the university, giving 
them an opportunity to ask questions of Sol-
diers in positions they will be in very soon,” 
stated Castro. “The MS4 cadets also get to 
partner up with lieutenants on site, and get a 
perspective from them on the ground, actu-
ally doing their job.” 

Rivers said the partnership gives cadets 
exposure to ADA capabilities, and what is 
expected of them as future leaders.

“It lets them understand what makes a sec-
ond lieutenant successful, and gives them an 
experience of life on site, performing daily 
functions in a real unit,” Rivers added. “For 
the future, the program will continue regard-
less of the leadership that may change. The 
program has been excellent so far. In the fu-
ture we would like to have staff officers or 
maintenance personnel, the subject matter 
experts, come in to teach the MS4 cadets to 
give them context.”

E-3 ADA (THAAD) and Task 
Force Talon partner with Uni-
versity of Guam Army ROTC 

Courtesy photos
Cadets from the University of Guam’s U.S. Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program view a Ter-
minal High Altitude Area Defense system assigned to Task Force Talon as part of leader development 
partnership at Andersen Air Base, Guam, recently.

Capt. Jared Kuntz, left, and Lt. Col. Johannes 
Castro, right, pose for a photo with newly-com-
missioned 2nd Lt. Joyce Borja, during her com-
missioning ceremony in Guam recently. 
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By Dave Burge | Special to the Fort Bliss Bugle

The commanding general of the 32nd 
Army Air and Missile Defense Command is 
so thrilled with his latest assignment, he has 
a hard time describing what it means to him.

It certainly is “something more than a 
dream” come true or some other cliché like 
that, said Brig. Gen. Clem Coward.

 “I don’t know how to describe it,” Cow-
ard said. “It is a privilege and an honor. I 
never really expected anything like this.”

Coward, a 52-year-old from Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, took over as commanding 
general of the 32nd AAMDC Nov. 7. It is his 
fifth tour at Fort Bliss – a place he and his 
family have grown to love over the years.

“Being gone for three-and-a-half years, it 
wasn’t too strange coming back here,” Cow-
ard said. “It felt like I just left. But obviously, 
I had to pinch myself knowing the job I was 
about to go into and the opportunity to serve 
with Soldiers. It felt like old home week.”

Most recently, Coward served on the Joint 
Staff in Washington, D.C.

His previous assignments at Fort Bliss 
included being a battalion commander for 
the 3rd Battalion, 43rd Air Defense Artillery 
Regiment and brigade commander with the 
11th ADA Brigade.

“This patch (the 32nd AAMDC) was the 
first patch I ever wore as a second lieuten-
ant,” Coward said. “Wearing that patch, kind 
of book-ends my career.”

As commanding general for the 32nd 
AAMDC, Coward oversees a far-flung di-
vision-level command with 8,000 Soldiers 
scattered at five U.S. installations and four 
Middle Eastern countries. That includes the 
11th ADA Bde. here at Fort Bliss.

Coward’s main focus is on producing 
ready forces who can deploy anywhere in 
the world on a moment’s notice, he said. In 
particular, he wants to emphasize battery-
level training.

“At the end of the day, batteries are the 
foundation of our success,” Coward said. 
“We can give guidance all day long from the 
one star or the brigade level, but the battery 
command team – that battery commander 
and first sergeant – really own the day.”

The 32nd AAMDC has two big exercis-

es coming up that are designed to enhance 
readiness.

Roving Sands will be held the first two 
weeks of March in the Fort Bliss training 
area and will draw troops from all over the 
command.

The exercise – which revived the name of 
the large-scale Fort Bliss training exercise 
from the 1990s --- is now in its second year 
after a 15-year hiatus.

Coward said it is an Air Defense version 
of a National Training Center rotation.

“This gives you the opportunity to do mul-
tiple moves, stress the unit, obviously main-
tain safety, but at the same time boost the 
unit past its limitations,” Coward said.

Roving Sands will help train Air Defense 
Soldiers so they are ready for the conflicts of 
the future, he added.

“We know – the experts and leaders – that 
conflicts will be different,” Coward said. 
“They will be hard. We have to get back into 
the business of shooting, communicating 
and maneuvering. Those things are a perish-
able skill.”

In April, Soldiers from the 32nd AAMDC 
who are deployed in the Middle East will 
participate in an Air and Missile Defense 
exercise. The command’s headquarters will 
travel to the Middle East to participate as 
well.

The exercise will be a chance to work with 
partner nations and also make sure the 32nd 
AAMDC is able to work with higher echelon 
commands such as U.S. Army Central Com-
mand in the Middle East and the Air Force 
equivalent, Coward said.

The 32nd AAMDC’s headquarters is 
based at Fort Bliss and has about 225 Sol-
diers.

It is responsible for making sure its Sol-
diers are ready and trained, but also for the 
day-to-day functions of the widespread com-
mand, Coward said.

“It is a lot to ask,” Coward said.
Coward said when his command tenure is 

done, he wants to be remembered as a “nor-
mal guy.”

“That’s how I conduct my business – 
when I’m at the headquarters here or on the 
road,” he said.

32nd AAMDC CG, career 
Air Defender a ‘normal guy’

Dave Burge / Special to the Fort Bliss Bugle
Brig. Gen. Clem Coward is the commanding general for the 32nd Army Air and Missile Defense Com-
mand. This is his fifth tour at Fort Bliss, dating back to 1989.
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Vehicles from 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 108th Air Defense Artillery Bri-
gade were staged at the Fort Bliss rail yard Feb. 11 for the upcoming Roving Sands exercise.

Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 4th ADA Regt., 108th ADA Bde. ground guided their vehicles off of 
the tracks and refueled them before staging them Feb. 11.

Vehicles from 3rd Battalion, 4th ADA Regt., 108th ADA Bde. were downloaded and refueled 
Feb. 11.
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>> 32ND AAMDC PREPARES 
FOR ROVING SANDS 

The Fort Bliss Air Defense Artillery command will host the exercise March 1-11 
Photots by Sgt. LaShawna Custom  / 32nd AAMDC
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By Lt. Col. Rudy Grimes | Mission Command Test 
Directorate, U.S. Army OTC

FORT INDIANTOWN GAP, Pa. – De-
spite numbing cold, whiteout snow condi-
tions, high winds, freezing rain and occa-
sional falling two-foot icicles, Soldiers of the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard here are 
midway into testing a radically different per-
sonnel and pay system called the Integrated 
Personnel and Pay System – Army.

“It’s a system that will transform the Ar-
my’s disparate personnel and pay environ-
ment into a single modern system serving 
all National Guard, Reserve and active-duty 
Soldiers,” said Richard J. Licata, deputy 
product manager for IPPS-A. “At the same 
time, IPPS-A is bringing full accountability 
while ensuring human resources transactions 
drive pay entitlements.”

Before it can be fi elded to National Guard 
units in other states and territories, IPPS-A 
must prove its mettle with the PAARNG.

The Limited User Test is taking place 
and spread out over six Pennsylvania cities, 
which include Scranton, Wilkes-Barre, Har-
risburg, Allentown, Horsham, and Philadel-
phia, which includes 11 user locations and 
17 user sites, replicating the way IPPS-A 
would be used on a battlefi eld.

“Feedback provided from guard Soldiers 
will ensure the system is developed, tested, 
and operating the best it can when it comes 
time to eventually push the live system to the 
rest of the state national guards, and the ac-
tive and U.S. Army Reserve components in 
the possible near future,” said Larry E. Wol-
lenberg, test offi cer with the Mission Com-
mand Test Directorate, U.S. Army Opera-
tional Test Command.

A test team with the Fort Hood, Texas-

based OTC, is collecting test data while the 
U.S. Army Evaluation Center from Aber-
deen Proving Ground, Maryland, performs 
data analysis using standards and protocols 
that compare IPPS-A performance to the Ar-
my’s current (legacy) system – the Standard 
Installation/Division Personnel System.

“OTC’s data collectors are working over-
the-shoulder with full time active, Guard and 
Reserve Soldiers during the week to collect 
data on IPPS-A transactions and with Mul-
tiple Unit Training Assembly Soldiers, in-
putting IPPS-A transactions during weekend 
drills,” said Lt. Col. Steven Rodgers, deputy 
personnel director with the PAARNG.

“There were hiccups at the start of test-
ing as the Soldiers familiarized themselves 
with the new IPPS-A way of doing person-
nel transactions,” said Chief Warrant Offi cer 
4 Louis Burge, a subject matter expert and 
observer on loan to the test from the National 
Guard Bureau in Arlington, Virginia.

“But things have stabilized and it’s now 
pretty much business as usual,” he contin-
ued. “Every state does things a bit different-
ly and the architects of IPPS-A have taken 
these differences into account.”

One immediate challenge for PAARNG 
was to use IPPS-A to successfully execute 
six days of Soldier Readiness Processing 
to prepare 600 Soldiers for a future deploy-
ment.

According to Licata, the IPPS-A PMO 
team is able to use LUT data to implement 
software fi xes, provide feedback to users on 
those fi xes, and to develop best practices that 
will improve current and future deployment 
versions of IPPS-A.

IPPS-A testing is midway through the 
LUT which began Jan. 7. 

New Army personnel, pay system tested 
by PA National Guard across 6 cities

John Paul Zammat / U.S. Army National Guard 
Staff Sgt. Shawnta Gloria Bynum, Integrated Personnel and Pay System – Army Limited User Test NCOIC 
with the U.S. Army Operational Test Command’s Mission Command Test Directorate, shows the different 
points of data entry of the new IPPS-A personnel and pay system recently. The LUT is taking place and 
spread out over six Pennsylvania cities, which include Scranton, Wilkes-Barre, Harrisburg, Allentown, 
Horsham, and Philadelphia, which includes 11 user locations and 17 user sites, replicating the way 
IPPS-A would be used on a battlefi eld. 
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8% OFF
MSRP!

*ADDITIONAL 3% OFF MSRP!

$23,999
+TT&L

$12,999
+TT&L

$33,999
+TT&L

$22,499
+TT&L

$29,999
+TT&L

$15,999
+TT&L

$19,499
+TT&L

STK# 81403. MSRP $44,455. SUPPLIER PRICE $41,872.10. CUSTOMER CASH $2,000. INCREMENTAL CUSTOMER CASH $3,000.
MISSION SAVINGS $2,873.10. *WITH $1,000 LOYALTY AND $1,500 GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE

FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

STK# 90192. MSRP $34,180. SELECT MARKET BONUS CASH $750. MISSION SAVINGS $3,431. O.A.C.

STK# 80912. MSRP $20,465. CUSTOMER CASH $2,500. MISSION SAVINGS $1,966.
*WITH $1,000 LOYALTY AND $750 GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

STK# 80220. MSRP $24,240. CUSTOMER CASH $2,500. MISSION SAVINGS $2,241.
*WITH $1,000 LOYALTY AND $750 GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

STK# 81326. MSRP $42,925. SUPPLIER PRICE $40,417.30. CUSTOMER CASH $2,000. INCREMENTAL CUSTOMER CASH $3,000.
MISSION SAVINGS $2,418.30. *WITH $1,000 LOYALTY AND $1,500 GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE

FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

STK# 81096. MSRP $51,330. *ADDITIONAL 3% OFF WITH GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

STK# 80293. MSRP $27,695. CUSTOMER CASH $1,000. SELECT MARKET BONUS CASH $1,000. MISSION SAVINGS $1,696. O.A.C.

STK# 90079. MSRP $15,655. CUSTOMER CASH $1,000. MISSION SAVINGS $1,656.

STK# 90590. MSRP $27,060. CUSTOMER CASH $500. BONUS CASH $1,000. MISSION SAVINGS $3,061. *WITH $1,000 LOYALTY
AND $1,000 GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

STK#90124. MSRP $22,335. CUSTOMER CASH $1,500. SELECT MARKET BONUS CASH $750. MISSION SAVINGS $2,089.
*WITH $1,000 LOYALTY AND $750 GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

2018 CHEVY CRUZE

2019 CHEVY TRAVERSE

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX

2018 CHEVY TAHOE

2018 CHEVY CAMARO

2019 CHEVY TRAX

2018 CHEVY MALIBU 2019 CHEVY SPARK

$31,499*
+TT&L

$20,499*
+TT&L

$14,249*
+TT&L

$17,749*
+TT&L

OR

OR

OR

OR

$32,999
+TT&L

$30,499*
+TT&L

OR

$17,996
+TT&L

$16,246*
+TT&L

OR

2017 CHEVY MALIBU

$16,999+TT&L

STK#5192,
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM

2018 CHEVY COLORADO

$24,866+TT&L

STK#90379A,
ONLY 1K MILES!!

STK#90243A,

2018 CHEVY EQUINOX

$21,996+TT&L

2015 CAMARO
STK#80316A, RS PKG

$19,866 + TTL

2015 CHEVY IMPALA
STK#90010A, LT

$15,996 + TTL

2015 CHEVY SONIC
STK#90088A, LTZ

$12,998 + TTL

2015 CHEVY CAMARO
STK#80321A

$15,999 + TTL

2017 CHEVY MALIBU
STK#90304A

$16,999 + TTL

2017 CHEVY EQUINOX
STK#81589A, ONLY 19K MILE

$19,866 + TTL

STK#80798A,
ONLY 9K MILES

2017 CHEVY EQUINOX

$21,789+TT&L

2014 SILVERADO
STK#90369A,
CREW CAB V8

$26,999 + TTL

2014 CAMARO
STK#80159A,

CONVERTIBLE 2LT

$20,996 + TTL

2017 CHEVY EQUINOX
STK#81511A

$19,999 + TTL

2015 CHEVY TRAVERSE
STK#5121A, LT

$22,999 + TTL

2017 CAMARO
STK#81127A, RS PKG,

ONLY 18K MILES

$23,999 + TTL

2018 GMC DENALI
STK#90333A,

TOP OF THE LINE

$58,965 + TTL

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO
STK#81404A, CREW CAB

$25,999 + TTL

GO OFF ROADING!

2017 NISSAN FRONTIER
STK#81064A, PRO-4X,

ONLY 12K MILES

$28,996 + TTL

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO
STK#81365A,
CREW CAB 4X4

$25,999 + TTL

2016 JEEP WRANGLER
STK#5130, 4 DR.,

HARD TOP

$29,895 + TTL

2016 TOYOTA TACOMA
STK#81444A, TRD,

OFF ROAD

$31,999 + TTL

2011 FORD F-150
STK#90591A,

RAPTOR, 1 OWNER

$29,999 + TTL

2017 DODGE CHARGER
STK #80661A, SCAT PACK

$38,999 + TTL

AMERICAN
MUSCLE

2005 CHEVY SILVERADO
STK#81869A, EXT

CAB 4X4

$8,999 + TTL

2011 HONDA CIVIC
STK#72098A,
105K MILES

$6,999 + TTL

2009 LEXUS RX 350
STK#71939B

$9,995 + TTL

2012 FORD ESCAPE
STK#5104A

$9,999 + TTL

2014 DODGE
AVENGER

STK#81099A

$7,996 + TTL

2009 VW GTI
STK#81070A, GTI,

109K MILES

$8,925 + TTL

2006 HUMMER H3
STK#71223A

$10,999 + TTL

2016 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
STK#80920A-2, ONLY 27K MILES
$27,999 + TTL

2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA
STK#90437A

$36,999 + TTL

2017 TOYOTA TACOMA
STK#81767A, TRD OFF ROAD
$29,999 + TTL

2016 FORD MUSTANG
STK#81021A-2, ONLY 8K MILES
$27,836 + TTL

2017 CHRYSLER 300
STK#81858A S MODEL
$25,999 + TTL

2017 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
STK#81223A, ULTIMATE PKG
$25,999 + TTL

2015 NISSAN ARMADA
STK#81576B, SL, LEATHER, TOP OF THE LINE
$26,999 + TTL

2017 CHARGER
STK#81550A, R/T ONLY 11K MILES
$25,999 + TTL

2016 MAZDA CX-9
STK#81484A, TOURING, ONLY 14K MILES
$26,875 + TTL

2015 FORD F-150
STK#81143A, XLT SPORT!!
$25,866 + TTL

2011 CHEVY CAMARO
STK#81810A

$13,965 + TTL

2015 HYUNDAI VELOSTER
STK#80066B

$10,995 + TTL

2013 HYUNDAI GENESIS
STK#71263B, SPORTY
$12,999 + TTL

2012 INFINITI G375
STK#80995,D 2D COUPE
$12,999 + TTL

2014 CHEVY TRAVERSE
STK#810628

$13,995 + TTL

2016 NISSAN ROUGE
STK#5156A

$13,886 + TTL

2013 NISSAN ALTIMA
STK#80454A

$11,999 + TTL

2013 HYUNDAI VELOSTER
STK#5142A

$11,999 + TTL

2014 CHEVY TRAVERSE
STK#81062B

$13,999 + TTL

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
STK#5160

$11,999 + TTL

2013 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
STK#80808A

$13,999 + TTL

2015 MERCEDES GLK
STK#80811B

$20,996 + TTL

2015 FORD EXPLORER
STK#80389A

$21,999 + TTL

2016 NISSAN PATHFINDER
STK#81398A, SV

$21,999 + TTL

2015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
STK#80588B

$23,999 + TTL

2015 FORD EXPLORER
STK#81534A, XLT

$22,999 + TTL

2016 KIA SOUL
STK#81391A

$14,999 + TTL

2013 ACURA RDX
STK#81180A-1

$15,996 + TTL

2017 HONDA ACCORD
STK#81296A, SLT/HEMI
$18,996 + TTL

2017 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
STK#80934B, 1 OWNER
$18,999 + TTL

2017 TOYOTA CAMRY
STK#5151, SE

$15,999 + TTL

2016 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT
STK#81524A-2, R-LINE
$15,999 + TTL

2014 DODGE CHARGER
STK#80320A

$18,999 + TTL

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO
STK#80858A, LT

$20,986 + TTL

2014 DODGE CHARGER
STK#80882B

$15,999 + TTL

2011 NISSAN ALTIMA
STK#80158B

$7,985 + TTL

LUXURY EXOTICS

2014 BMW X3
STK#81105A

$18,999 + TTL

2016 NISSAN 370Z
STK#5079A, ONLY 3K MILES
$24,999 + TTL

2018 CADILLAC XT5
STK#5183

$35,996 + TTL

TX-0001272405-07

Celebrating
PRESIDENT’S DAY Weekend
with Amazing Deals at
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ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND LICENSE. ON APPROVED CREDIT. GOOD DAY OF AD ONLY. ALL DISCOUNTS FROM DICK POE. ALL REBATES ARE FROM THE MANUFACTURERS. RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.

1363 AIRWAY • 779-0100 6501 MONTANA • 778-9331

FORT
BLISS

WWW.DICKPOE.COM  •  WWW.DICKPOE.COM  •  WWW.DICKPOE.COM  •  WWW.DICKPOE.COM  •  WWW.DICKPOE.COM  • WWW.DICKPOE.COM

•  WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM •
  W

W
W

.D
IC

KP
OE

.C
OM

 •
 W

W
W

.D
IC

K
PO

E.
CO

M
 •

 W
W

W
.D

IC
K

PO
E.

CO
M

 •
 W

W
W

.D
IC

K
PO

E.
CO

M
 •

 W
W

W
.D

IC
KP

OE
.C

OM
 •

 W
W

W
.D

IC
KP

OE
.C

OM
 •

 W
W

W
.D

IC
KP

OE
.C

OM
 •

  W
W

W
.D

IC
KP

OE
.C

OM
  

• 
 W

W
W

.D
IC

KP
OE

.C
OM

 •
  W

W
W

.D
IC

K
 W

W
W

.DICKPOE.COM
   • W

W
W

.DICKPOE.COM
   • W

W
W

.DICKPOE.COM
   •  W

W
W

.D
ICKPOE.COM

  •  W
W

W
.D

ICKPOE.COM
  •  W

W
W

.D
ICKPOE.COM

  •  W
W

W
.DICKPOE.COM

  •  W
W

W
.D

ICKPOE.COM
  •  W

W
W

.DICKPOE.COM
 •  W

W
W

.D

/MONTH  

OVER 300
NEW DODGES & RAMS

IN STOCK TO CHOOSE FROM!

STK# T29122. 84 PYMTS OF $389 AT 4.55% APR. 30% DOWN. 

$389
/MONTH

2018 DODGE JOURNEY SXT
STK# T28639. MSRP $27,385 - $750 REBATE - $5,250 DISCOUNT = $21,385 SALE PRICE

OFF 
MSRP

$6,000
with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$6,500

2018 RAM LARAMIE 1500 ECO-DIESEL

OFF 
MSRP

$12,000
with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$12,500

STK# C8290. MSRP $31,225 - $3,000 REBATE - $1,000 DISCOUNT = $27,225 SALE PRICE
2018 DODGE CHALLENGER SXT

OFF 
MSRP

$4,000
with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$4,500

$

2018 DODGE CHARGER SXT
STK# C8270. MSRP $30,340 - $4,500 REBATE - $500 DISCOUNT = $25,340 SALE PRICE

OFF 
MSRP

$5,000
with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$5,500

/MONTH  

2019 JEEP COMPASS SPORT 4X2

$269
/MONTH

IN STOCK NOW

2019 WRANGLER JL
OVER 50 WRANGLERS TO CHOOSE FROM

STK# 26028. MSRP $26,028 - $6,250 REBATE - $750 DEALER DISCOUNT = $42,780 SALE PRICE
2019 CHRYSLER 300 C

OFF 
MSRP

$7,000
with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$7,500

2019 RAM 1500 LONESTAR CREW CAB 4x2

STK# 25849. MSRP $27,280  - $1,250 REBATE - $1,500 BC = $24,530 SALE PRICESTK# 25730. MSRP $26,350 - $2,750 REBATE - $750 DEALER DISCOUNT= $22,850 SALE PRICE
2019 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE FWD

OFF 
MSRP$3,150

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$3,650

2018 JEEP RENEGADE SPORT 4X4
STK# 25996. MSRP $25,465 - $1,750 REBATE - $1,000 BC - $720 DEALER DISCOUNT= $21,995 SALE PRICE

OFF 
MSRP$3,500

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$4,000

STK# 25849. $269 FOR 78 MONTHS. 4.30% APR. 30% DOWN. OAC

4X4, STK# T28645. MSRP $60,000 - $7,000 REBATE - $5,000 DISCOUNT = $48,000 SALE PRICE

•  WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM • WWW.DICKPOE.COM •
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Fort Bliss is El Paso and
El Paso is Fort Bliss.

Things to Do:
Right Arm Night: Right Arm Night is a great way to 
unwind after a long week with free appetizers, drink 
specials and giveaways! Come join the fun Friday 
from 4-9 p.m. at the Pershing Pub. 781-6809

ACS Newcomers’ fair: Are you new to the Fort Bliss 
and El Paso community? Or are you looking to see 
what resources are available in the surrounding 
area? Que Pasa, a newcomers information fair, will be 
the place to be! Join ACS from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., today 
at the Centennial Banquet and Conference Center. 
Free. 569-4227, ext. 0.

$10 Tuesdays: Join the Art and Hobby Shop this 
Tuesday and every Tuesday in February and March 
from 6-7 p.m. for a cutting system class and learn 
how to use your Cricut or Silhouette Cutting Machine 
to their full advantage. Bring your own machine to 
practice with, or see what ours has to offer. Cost: $10, 
includes instruction. Open to DOD ID card holders and 
family members 15+. 568-5563 

Donate your old military boots to SOS: Survivor 
Outreach Services is in need of 200 military boots. 
The organization will use the boots for a commemo-
rative display at the Run for the Fallen in April. Take 
donations to SOS at 241 Sheridan Rd. 568-5970

EPSO’s ‘The Emperor:’ El Paso Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by Bohuslav Rattay, presents guest pianist 
Daria Kiseleva, at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday in 
the Plaza Theatre. Cost: $16-$45; $9 and $11 for stu-
dents (Ticketmaster). 532-3776 or epso.org.

Gabriel Iglesias: The comedian’s “Beyond the Fluffy” 
World Tour” is 8 p.m. Friday at UTEP’s Don Haskins 
Center. Iglesias is one of the few elite comedians who 
has headlined and sold out the Staples Center, Madi-
son Square Garden and the Sydney Opera House. 
Cost: $40-$75 (Fluffyguy.com and Ticketmaster)

The Museum Rocks Gem and Mineral Show: The 
6th annual gem and mineral show will be Saturday 
and Sunday at New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage 
Museum, 4100 Dripping Springs Road in Las Cruces, 
N.M. Sponsored by Friends of the New Mexico Farm 
and Ranch Heritage Museum. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. Cost: $7 ($4 age 6-11; 
free for age 5 and younger); includes museum admis-
sion. (575) 522-1232 or lcmuseumrocks.com

Pet Fair: El Paso Parks and Recreation Department 
will host its annual event to help pet owners respect 
and care for their pets 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday at 
Westside Community Park, 7400 High Ridge, with 
vets, adoptions, local pet-oriented vendors on-site 
promoting their programs, live entertainment and 
food vendors. Free. 212-0092 or elpasotexas.gov/
parks

Hal Marcus Gallery: See “Latina Arte,” with works 
by Latina artists Teresa Fernandez, Carmen Navar, 
Romy Hawkins, Martha Arzabala, Leticia Luevanos, 
Lillian Sandoval, Erica Zamora and Isabel Olivares, on 
display through Feb. 28. Gallery is open 12-5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday. 1308 N. Oregon. 533-9090 
or halmarcus.com

Pot of Gold Bingo: Everyone who plays from 
Wednesday, March 2, 6, 9 and 13 can enter for a 
chance to win the gold! The winning name will be 
drawn during St. Paddy’s night Bingo March 16 at the 
Centennial Club. The winner must be present to claim 
the prize. Bingo Bliss is every Wednesday and Satur-
day. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. Paper packs start at $15 
on Wednesdays and $20 on Saturdays. Open to DOD 
ID cardholders and their guests, age 18+. 744-8427

Underwood Golf tourney: Underwood Golf Complex 
is having their Spring Trifecta Golf Tournament, March 
2 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. This is a two person team, 
27-hole tournament. It will be 9-holes of scramble, 
9-holes of best ball and 9-holes of alternate shot. $50 
includes green fee, cart fee and lunch. Registration 
deadline is March 1. Open to the public, ages 18+. 
568-9979

CYS Date Night childcare March 2: CYS will provide 
child care Saturday at Milam CDC Mar. 2 from 1 to 11 
p.m. For more information about Saturday child care, 
or reservations, please call Milam CDC at 744-7879

Army Warrior Trials: Wounded Warrior athletes will 
compete in adaptive sports March 7-15 at different 
Fort Bliss FMWR physical fi tness centers. 744-1532

Auditions for Verdi Requiem: Do you love to sing? 
Audition to join the El Paso Choral Society on the 
Abraham Chavez Theatre stage for the Verdi Requiem 
March 23, with professional orchestra and soloists. 
Rehearsals are Mondays 7-9:30 p.m. 833-0263 or 
www.epchoralsociety.org

WWII veteran tours exhibits,
shares stories ■ 2B

2019 Post Championship
Commander’s Cup 5K ■ 7B

Army may use nutritionists,
sports trainers to boost readiness ■ 8B

Culinary Cook Off: Students compete for 
state title at culinary arts competition at Bliss

Fort Bliss commemorates African-American History Month

By Stephanie J. Santos | 1st AD Public Affairs

Serious faces and precise, defi ned motions 
depicted the tone for local high school stu-
dents as they competed in the annual El Paso 
Independent School District’s Culinary Arts 
Competition Feb 13 at Fort Bliss. More than 
50 participants, ranging from sophomores to 
seniors were challenged in three categories: 
baking, cooking and fi ne dining.

The participants showed off their skills in 
an industry-sized kitchen for the three-day 
event. Judges included military food services 
personnel, civilians, military chefs, contrac-
tors and local restaurant employees.

“Students are judged on their cuts, cooking, 
cleaning practices and presentation skills,” 
said Sgt. Danielle Marquez, who has been a 
military chef for the past six years, and was 

selected as one of the judges for the event. 
In the past, Marquez has competed in mili-

tary culinary competitions and added that it 
“felt good to be on the other side of the table.” 

The military chef slowly walked around 
each cooking station and took copious notes 
while students made entrées such as poached 
salmon with sauce and sautéed tomatoes, 
croutons, soup and salad during the four-hour 
challenge.

Students competing in the baking category 
were moving quickly throughout the kitchen 
area as their challenge included making pas-
tries, baking pie crusts, breads, and muffi ns, as 
well as decorating cakes.

Culinary Arts teacher Christopher Puga 
judged the students’ baking abilities, and em-
phasized that the competition was an overall, 

positive experience. 
“This is good for the students, this is their 

fi eld. People will criticize them, but we can 
share our knowledge and lead them in the right 
direction,” he said.

Fine dining judge Rebekah Dudley echoed 
Puga’s sentiments as she critiqued students on 
napkin folding, table setting and cleanliness. 

“I enjoy watching the students learn how 
to excel under pressure, said Dudley. “They 
quickly overcome their fi rst-time jitters and 
focus on hosting, and customer service.”

In order to compete in this regional com-
petition, students had to fi rst compete in their 
respective high schools. The overall win-
ners move on to represent the state in Corpus 
Christi.

By Master Sgt. Alex Licea | 1st AD Public 
Affairs 

Soldiers, families and civilian 
personnel from across Fort Bliss 
gathered at the Centennial Ban-
quet and Conference Center Feb. 
13 to celebrate African-American 
History month.

This year’s observance was 
themed “Black Migrations” and 
was hosted by the 1st Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 1st Armored 
Division. 

Col. Michael J. Trotter, com-
mander of the 1st Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team, expressed the im-
portance of the event highlighting 
the signifi cant contributions that 
African-Americans have made 
throughout the nation’s history.

“Every year we come together 
to celebrate the countless con-
tributions and sacrifi ces made 
by  African-Americans, many 

of whom lived through and sur-
mounted the scourge of segrega-
tion, racial prejudice, and dis-
crimination to enrich every fi ber 
of American life,” he said. “Many 
African-Americans have served 
our nation at war leaving a mark 
of heroism in service to our na-
tion.”

Trotter then introduced the 
keynote speaker for this year’s 
event, Command Sgt. Maj. Willie 
T. Grandison. The Fort Jackson, 
S.C.-based leader spoke about the 
importance of this year’s theme 
and its impact across our nation. 

“From 1916 to the early 1970s, 
the Black migration consisted of 
over six million African-Ameri-
cans who had endured the life of 
oppressive conditions, lynchings, 
an unfair legal system, and a lack 
of education,” he said. “These 
people made a very brave deci-

sion to migrate to different cities 
in the North and West in search 
for better opportunities and just a 
simple way of life.”

Grandison expressed how the 
migrations from the Jim Crow-
era South reshaped the demo-
graphic landscape of America, 
starting new lives in several cities 
and making them epicenters of 
cultural changes, artistic innova-
tion, and thriving productivity. 

“The children of the Black mi-
gration would have not had the 
chance to reshape professions 
had their families not left,” he 
said. “Because of their actions, 
African-Americans today have 
contributed in sports, music, lit-
erature, and arts.” 

Grandison added that the sig-
nifi cance of the Black migration 
had no true leader like the lead-
ers who emerged during the Civil 

Rights Movement like Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks. 

“During the Black migration 
there was no leader, there was no 
set date,” he said. “Millions of 
people just decided that enough 
was enough and they needed a 
better life and a better job.” 

“That was the amazing thing 
about the Black migration, and 
it lasted from 1916 to 1970,” he 
added. “Can you imagine some-
thing that long without a predom-
inate leader? People were just 
moving.” 

Grandison received a standing 
ovation following his remarks. 
Trotter, along with his senior 
enlisted adviser, Command Sgt. 
Maj. Tony T. Towns, presented 
Grandison with a gift from the 
Fort Bliss community in appre-
ciation for his participation in the 
event.

Stephanie J. Santos / 1st AD Public Affairs
Local High School students from the El Paso Independent School District compete at Fort Bliss Feb. 13.



By Mike Strasser | Fort Drum Garrison Public Affairs

FORT DRUM, N.Y. – Moving from one 
exhibit to another at the 10th Mountain Di-
vision and Fort Drum Museum, Howard Hall 
saw a few reminders from his time in service 
more than 70 years ago.

Sometimes this would prompt the 99-year-
old World War II veteran to share a story or 
two with his family members and Sepp Scan-
lin, museum director, during his visit Jan. 29 
to Fort Drum.

Hall was drafted in the U.S. Army in 1943, 
and he left his job at Sealright Company in 
Fulton, New York, for 14 weeks of basic train-
ing at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

“First time in 40 years they had snow down 
there,” said Hall, a lifelong Oswego, New 
York, resident. “Some of those guys had never 
seen snow before.”

Hall said that he made good friends with a 
Soldier during basic training who struggled to 
pass the physical.

“He went to Europe when I went to the 
South Pacific, but we were good buddies,” he 
said. “They would tell you not to get too well-
acquainted with the guy next to you – don’t 
make good friends – but you can’t help it.”

He also received three months of infantry 
training at Fort Ord, California, before ship-
ping out to the Pacific theater. Hall served as a 
truck driver for Headquarters Company, 32nd 
Infantry Division, and he is still proud of his 
unit, known as the “Red Arrow Division.”

“More days in combat than any other divi-
sion during the war,” he said. 

Hall said that his job was moving hundreds 
of gallons of water from treatment plants to 
the front lines.

“They told me that it was a seven-day-a-
week operation, but you don’t have to stand 
in any formations, so I took the job,” he said. 
“I was all over the islands, but I don’t think 
anyone even knew who I was. I don’t even 
remember my first sergeant’s name.”

While deployed in the Philippines, Hall 

was fortunate enough to meet a few service 
members from his hometown. 

“One time, I was stuck in the water and I 
got out of my truck and went to the guy ahead 
of me,” Hall said. “I rapped on the door to 
say ‘gimme a tow out of this mud,’ and it was 
the guy down the street from where I lived. 
I think there was five guys that I met from 
home in one month.”

Hall brought a scrapbook to the museum 
filled with newspaper clippings and photos 
that he had taken during his deployment that 
captures his time in the Philippines, New 
Guinea and Japan.

“I had one of those box cameras, and I 
would stuff it in the bottom of my duffel and 
kept it covered up,” he said. “It never got 
damaged. We would send the film down to the 
Air Force on the coast of New Guinea, and 
they would develop it and send it back quick.”

Not everything he photographed made it 
back home, though.

“Everything was censored and you couldn’t 
take any pictures of any military equipment 
or vehicles, but I was taking lots of pictures 
of people,” Hall said. “I sent one home, and 
it was censored. The next week I sent it home 
in another letter, and I got it back again. Three 
times it came back. The next thing I knew, the 
captain wanted to see me up in headquarters.”

The officer explained that the self-portrait 
of Hall was fine, just not the body of water in 
the background.

“That was the only lake in New Guinea, 
and he told me if that letter was ever inter-
cepted by the enemy then they would know 
right where we were,” Hall said.

Hall also brought a second scrapbook with 
him that told the story of his younger brother’s 
Army service. He still has the letters and pho-
tos that his brother Bob mailed home while 
training with the 10th Mountain Division at 
Camp Hale, Colorado.

“I remember my brother telling me that 
they would ski on the weekends, and the MPs 

(military police) were all over the place writ-
ing up guys who were speeding on skis,” he 
said. “Eighty-miles-an-hour downhill, and 
they were written up, because you belong to 
the Army and if you wind up in the hospital 
because of an accident, they lose good help 
that way.”

Hall said that his brother wanted to be a ski 
instructor when he returned home, but, unfor-
tunately, that did not happen. The young pri-
vate transferred to another unit – the Americal 
Division (23rd Infantry Division) – and was 
killed in combat on the island of Cebu, Philip-
pines.

During the museum tour, Scanlin was able 
to show the family some of the equipment that 
their relative would have trained with as a ski 
trooper. He also provided some historical con-
text to some of Hall’s stories.

“Often the family lore and legend that peo-
ple understand is factual at the local level, but 
they don’t have the background to understand 
the larger forces at play,” Scanlin said. “In 

this case, the visit was particularly poignant in 
that not only was he able to share his personal 
experiences with the 32nd Infantry Division, 
but he shared memories of his brother who 
trained at Camp Hale.”

Scanlin said that he enjoys meeting visitors 
with an interest in military history, but it takes 
on a greater significance when that person is a 
WWII veteran. Given the restrictions to enter-
ing post and the small museum staff, he said 
that they make every effort to host these vet-
erans and their families.

“It is our local version of an honor flight,” 
Scanlin said. 

Hall said that he wanted to visit Fort Drum 
after he had spoken with Soldiers from the 
10th Mountain Division Band when they per-
formed in Fulton, New York. 

“We tried to get on post once before, but we 
couldn’t get through security,” he said. “This 
was nice, though, getting to see all of this for 
the first time.”

 

Mike Strasser / Fort Drum Garrison Public Affairs
Howard Hall, a 99-year-old World War II veteran, talks about his brother’s experience training with 
the 10th Mountain Division at Camp Hale, Colorado, while his son John holds up a picture of his 
uncle. Hall and members of his family visited the 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum Museum 
Jan. 29 for a tour with Sepp Scanlin, museum director. 
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World War II veteran tours ex-
hibits, shares stories during 10th 
Mountain Division Museum visit
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By Devon L. Suits | Army News Service

FORT MEADE, Md. – In case you missed 
it, U.S. Army Recruiting Command dropped its 
newest music video “Giving All I Got,” beck-
oning all potential recruits to step up and help 
strengthen the Army team. 

Sgts. 1st Class Arlondo Sutton and Jason 
Brenner Locke, who are assigned to the Atlanta 
and Houston recruiting battalions, respectively, 
wrote and produced the new single. 

“We’re trying to convey this positive mes-
sage, [that] you can maintain your individual-
ity and still be a Soldier,” Locke said about 
producing music to support Army recruiting. 
“[Soldiers] have emotions, dreams, and aspira-
tions, just like anybody else. 

“We just decided to throw on a pair of boots, 
wear this uniform [to help] carry our nation and 
carry on our family name.”

Starting with the track’s hook – “Giving all 
I got. I’m never going to stop. Army changed 
my life. Gave me a new clock” – the song high-
lights the positive impact the Army has had on 
both recruiters, Sutton said. 

Sutton had a humbling start to his life while 
growing up in a single-parent home in Norfolk, 

Virginia. 
“Growing up in poverty is very diffi cult,” he 

said. “I didn’t know whose shoes I had on, I 
didn’t know whose clothes I had on. I grew up 
staying with my grandmother … in one room, 
and sleeping at the edge of the bed.” 

On the cusp of going down the wrong path 
in life, his high school track coach, who was a 
retired Soldier, reached out to mentor him. 

“My father fi gure: My coach. He [mentored 
me] when I was going through a hard time,” 
Sutton said. “He was the one to actually notice 
my [athletic] talents. I joined the Army to better 
myself, [and] to follow in [his] footsteps.”

It was long after joining the Army when Sut-
ton realized he had some musical talent. While 
deployed to Iraq as a young sergeant, he pro-
duced hip hop tracks to help ease his mind. 

A friend later convinced him to compete in 
a rap music competition and Sutton took third 
place. This evolved into his new passion and 
profession, Sutton said. 

Similar to his partner, Locke also said he had 
a rough childhood as he grew up in a “not so 
great area” of Houston. And while Locke did 
not share much about his past, he remains fo-

cused on the positive in life. 
“I just wanted to kind of change the lifestyle 

I was in. I knew that one of the ways of chang-
ing my life was to step outside the confi nes of 
comfort,” he said. “It doesn’t matter where I 
was at. What matters is what the Army did for 
me and where I’m going now.”

Locke admitted hip-hop was not his fi rst 
choice in music. During his early teenage 
years, Locke spent most of his time bouncing 
from band to band, or as he called it, “bandhop-
ping.” 

“I was trying to fi nd people that were as in-
vested in music as I was. I never found them,” 
Locke said.

Locke then turned to a friend for help, who 
explained to Locke how his talent was better 
suited for hiphop. After some changes to his 
lyrics, Locke was hooked. “It changed my per-
ception of how to write [music]. It turned into 
a poetic ordeal and … an emotional outlet for 
me,” he said. 

“Giving All I Got” was created as a way to 
bridge the gap and speak the language of to-
day’s youth, according to both recruiters. 

“I think it’s easier to bend someone’s ear 

when you throw it into a rhythmic pattern,” 
Locke said. “You’re going to be a little bit more 
inclined to listen.” 

While some may criticize their work, the duo 
keeps their eyes on the bigger picture. 

“The main target audiences are not people 
that are in the Army,” Locke said. “The main 
aim is the people that are not aware of the 
Army, and all the preconceived notions and … 
stereotypes [they have]. That’s what we, as re-
cruiters, are consistently having to overcome. 
That is what we’re doing with this music.”

In their music video, both recruiters can be 
seen singing and dancing in locations through-
out Fort Benning, Georgia, and the streets of 
Atlanta. The video features a variety of Army 
career fi elds, to include military working dogs, 
infantry, snipers, and the Maneuver Center of 
Excellence Band. 

Behind the scenes, Army visual informa-
tion specialists helped put the video together. 
Moreover, Soldiers stationed at Fort Benning 
assisted in bringing the video to life. 

Recently, the Army identifi ed 22 focus cities 
with growing populations, known to have mini-
mal exposure to the Army. The new video aims 
to inspire highly-qualifi ed 18- to 24-year-olds, 
as part of a larger USAREC-led social media 
engagement effort.

In the end, reaching the Army’s recruitment 
goals will require all recruiters and Soldiers to 
go that extra mile, Sutton said. 

“There are going to be people out there that 
have a lot of good talent,” Sutton said, com-
menting on his career and music success. 

“My talent is just outworking my competi-
tors. We all could get up at the same time, but I 
choose to get up earlier.”

Inspired by one of his role models, Sutton 
is determined to be the LeBron James of the 
Army, he said, smiling. 

“If [James] went out there and said, ‘Hey, I 
need 50 people to come and join,’ people would 
join based on his character and his beliefs,” 
Sutton said. “That’s what I want to do for the 
Army.”

Likewise, Locke is motivated to leave his 
mark on the Army, all while solidifying the 
idea that you can be both an individual and a 
Soldier. 

“I want to be remembered as someone that 
made a difference,” he said. 

Rapping recruiters ‘giving all’ to share their Army story
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By Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin Mucher |

Family Life Chaplain, USAG Fort Bliss

The following is part one of a six-part series.
Let me begin by introducing myself and in-

viting you to join me on a journey of leading 
well and becoming a leader worth following. 
I am your new installation family life chap-
lain. My family and I arrived in El Paso just 

over a month ago and we 
are excited to be part of the 
Fort Bliss community and 
leadership team. My wife 
Jennie and I have been mar-
ried over 18 years and we 
have six children. Over the 
next several weeks, I will 
be discussing the impor-
tance of leading well. I will 
begin with the topic of self-

leadership. 
Over my 27-year profession as a Soldier, I 

have served in numerous leadership positions. 
Leading others and my family well remains 
one of my top priorities, but if I am to lead 
others well, it begins with leading myself. 
Self-leadership begins with the discouraging 

realization that I have participated in every 
bad decision that I have ever made. I was there 
for all of them--all of the bad fi nancial deci-
sions, professional decisions, relational deci-
sions, parenting decisions--the list goes on and 
on. The common denominator of all my bad 
decisions was me. 

How about you?  You know when we stop 
and think about it, we were the masterminds 
behind our own greatest regrets. 

Truth be told, I am diffi cult to lead. A cou-
ple of months ago, I heard Andy Stanley teach 
on this subject and he gave three reasons why 
it’s important to lead yourself well. 

The fi rst one is pretty obvious. Here it is. 
You won’t be a leader worth following if you 
don’t lead yourself well. 

We all know leaders in our organizations 
who get results and are exceptional perform-
ers professionally but are a mess personally. 
They are succeeding as organizational leaders 
but failing in their personal and family lives.

We follow them because we have to. Our re-
port cards will be impacted if we don’t. How-
ever, if we are honest, we don’t want to be like 
them. We don’t consider them leaders worth 

following. The context where we fi rst see this 
played out is at home. Think about it. Whether 
you want to be like your mother and father has 
far less to do with what they said to you, than 
it does with how well they lead themselves. 

We want to be like our parents, not because 
they taught us well but because they modeled 
well. That’s what garners respect in our hearts 
for our parents. The same is true in leadership. 

Perhaps the greatest example of self-leader-
ship in my opinion is seen in the life of Jesus 
Christ recorded in the Holy Scriptures. Luke 
tells us that Jesus “grew in wisdom, and stat-
ure, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 
2:52, NIV).   

Essentially, he led himself well intellectu-
ally, physically, and relationally with his fa-
ther and others. Jesus modeled exceptional 
self-leadership, which was caught more than 
taught. In fact, many years after his death, the 
apostle Paul passionately proclaimed to his 
followers, “Follow my example, as I follow 
the example of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1, 
NIV). 

You and I have family members, Soldiers, 
and employees who are observing us every 
day and looking to us to lead them well. If we 
are going to be a leader worth following, then 
we must lead ourselves exceptionally well. 
Next week, we will continue our journey on 
becoming a leader worth following.

Becoming a leader worth following: Part I of VI

Chaplain (Maj.) 
Kevin Mucher

ON-CALL DUTY CHAPLAIN
637-4265

FAMILY LIFE CHAPLAIN 
(808) 277-6911
• Grief counseling 
• Marriage counseling 
• Family counseling 
• Individual counseling 
• Pre-Marital counseling 

PROTESTANT WORSHIP 
SERVICES

Center Chapel 
(Temporarily in Sage Hall) 
(315 Pershing Road)
Liturgical Service 10 a.m.
Hope Chapel 
(2498 Ricker Road)
Crossroad Service 9 a.m.
Samoan Service 11:15 a.m.
1st Armored Division 
(11272 Biggs St.)
Gospel Service 8:45 a.m.
Chapel Next 11:30 a.m.
Latter Day Saints Service 1 p.m.
USASMA Memorial Chapel
(11275 Biggs St.)
Traditional Service 10 a.m.
WBAMC Protestant Community 
(5005 N Piedras Dr.)
Protestant Service 10 a.m.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES
Catholic Women of the Chapel 
(Bldg. 2498 Hope Chapel) Friday 8:45-
11 a.m.
Protestant Women of the Chapel 
(Bldg. 11272 1st AD Chapel)
Thursday 9-11:30 a.m.
Protestant Youth Group 
(11275 Biggs St. 568-4334)
Sundays Free Dinner (6:30-7 p.m.) 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Middle School
7-8 p.m. High School
Post-wide Bible Study (Bldg. 449)
Wednesdays 6-8 p.m.

CATHOLIC WORSHIP 
SERVICES

St. Michael’s Catholic Community
(1542 Sheridan Road)
Weekday Mass 11:35 a.m.
Wednesday Confession 10:35 a.m.
Saturday Confession 4 p.m.
Saturday Mass 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass 8 a.m.
Sunday Mass 11 a.m.
1st Friday of the Month - Adoration 1 
p.m.

WBAMC Hospital Chapel 
(5005 N. Piedras Dr.)
Weekday Mass 12:05 p.m.
Saturday Mass 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass 8 and 11:30 a.m.
German Chapel 
(5312 Buffalo Soldier)
Sunday Mass 10 a.m. odd days

OTHER RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Jewish Chapel (Bldg. 1441)
Friday Shabbat Service 7 p.m.
Islamic Service (Bldg. 442)
Friday Jummuh 1:30 p.m.
Sunday Ta’Aleem 12:30-2 p.m.
Buddhist Service 
(Bldg. 449 Pershing Road) has returned 
with new times: Thursday 6 p.m.
Intro to Nichiren Buddhism every other 
Tuesday 5 p.m.
Introduction to Nichiren Buddhism 
(Bldg. 449, Religious Activities Center) 
Friday, 6 p.m.

“We all know leaders 
in our organizations 
who get results and are 
exceptional performers 
professionally but are a 
mess personally.”
>> Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin Mucher

Fort Bliss 
Religious Services

448 PERSHING ROAD
 FORT BLISS, TEXAS

568-1519

SUPPORT THE CITY
SUPPORT FT. BLISS

BUY EL PASO
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8600 Gateway East 
Between Lee Trevino & Zaragosa

915-593-5200

East: 
1742 N Zaragoza Rd.

915-307-4514

West: 
5857 N Mesa St.

915-231-6785

Northeast: 
8320 Dyer St.
915-307-5535

Central East: 
6820 Gateway Blvd E

915-307-5981

Reclining Sofa and Loveseat

Queen Size Set

5-pc Bedroom Set

$788

$248

$588$588

By Jeffrey Tasher | Fort Bliss Claims Office

With the approach of the customary windy 
season in the El Paso area, damage to prop-
erty from strong winds occurring on Fort 
Bliss is fairly common. 

Before July 5, 2017, the Fort Bliss Claims 
Office considered claims for damage to Sol-
diers’ personal property from heavy wind 
under the Personnel Claims Act enacted by 
Congress as a gratuitous payment statute and 
with no requirement that the claimant show 
fault by the government in order to recover. 
However, since then, the centralized Army 
Claims Office at Fort Knox, Kentucky, is 
handling those personnel claims. 

For example, a Soldier claiming damage 
from heavy winds to a privately owned ve-
hicle parked at the barracks will be referred 
to the Fort Knox Claims Office for adjudi-
cation. Soldier personnel claims for losses 
incurred from heavy winds are processed 
for payment under the lighter “incident to 
service” standard of the PCA. When a wind 
damage claim cannot be considered for pay-
ment under the PCA because the party is not 
an eligible claimant (i.e., not a Soldier) or 
the damage is not incurred incident to ser-
vice, then the claim will next be evaluated 
as a tort claim.

Tort claims are filed with and adjudicated 
by the Fort Bliss Claims Office. A tort claim, 
in general, may subject the government to 
liability when the negligent act or omission 
of an Army employee, occurring within the 
course and scope of that person’s employ-
ment, causes damage to the person or prop-
erty of another. In cases of property damage, 
the tort claimant property owner may be ei-
ther a Soldier on a non-Soldier. Typical tort 
damage claims seen at this installation are 
damage to POVs from wind-driven objects 
propelled into the vehicle from unsecured 
post entry gates, runaway Commissary or 
PX shopping carts, or other debris blown 
into the vehicle, with the allegation that the 
Army as premises owner acted negligently 
in causing or allowing the damage to occur.

The general principle of tort law is that a 
premises owner is not responsible for dam-

age to another person’s property occurring 
on the premises where the damage was 
caused by the wind, rain, hail, snow, or other 
Acts of God. As a matter of tort law, appli-
cable to the installation, the owner is only 
liable where the damage was foreseeable 
and there is a showing of independent acts of 
owner negligence, such as failure to secure 
the object that actually caused the damage 
(e.g., unsecured gate or shopping cart) un-
der circumstances where it was foreseeable 
that the failure to take preventive measures 
would result in the damage sustained. 

For example, if the post MPs, during the 
months of heavy winds (usually March and 
April) fail to secure an entry or exit gate 
which swings open and strikes a POV, then 
it is foreseeable that this failure will result 
in property damage and such incident will 
probably be payable as a tort claim. 

The issue of damage to POVs from run-

away shopping carts and the compensabil-
ity of such claims is handed under this same 
general analysis, but with an additional in-
quiry of who actually was responsible for the 
operation or movement of the cart at the time 
of the incident. The government by statute is 
not responsible under tort law for the neg-
ligent acts or omissions of its contractors, 
those hired by the contractor, or persons 
granted permission by the installation com-
mander to engage in on-post business, all of 
whom are known legally as “licensees” and 
not government employees. Commissary 
baggers who take control of the shopping 
cart in the parking lot while carrying grocer-
ies to patrons’ vehicles are not considered 
government employees. They are considered 
licensees. 

For example, during a period of heavy 
winds, a shopping cart handled or under the 
control of the bagger slips out of his grasp 

and rolls into a patron’s vehicle, causing 
damage to the POV. In such cases, unless 
the patron can point to an independent act 
of government negligence (such as damage 
actually caused by a runaway cart ejected 
by the wind from a cart corral not property 
secured), the claim is not payable. In the 
case of damage occurring from heavy winds 
where the cart simply slipped from the bag-
ger’s grasp or control and struck the claim-
ant’s POV, the claim will be denied and the 
claimant will be referred to seek a remedy 
directly from the bagger. 

Persons wishing to file a tort property 
damage claim stemming from a wind-driven 
incident occurring on the installation may do 
so contacting the Fort Bliss Claims Office 
located on the first floor of Building 113 on 
Pershing Rd. at 568-5846/6587.

Know your rights when filing wind damage tort claims



By Lisa Smith Molinari | www.themeatandpotatoesoflife.com
Lilly was our easy child. 
As a baby, she sat contentedly on my hip 

while I did home therapy with her develop-
mentally-delayed older brother, or while I 
argued with her stronger-willed big sister. 
In school, Lilly made friends easily at every 
duty station. Her teachers would move Lil-
ly’s desk away from her pals to stop her from 
chatting, but she would simply strike up new 
conversations with whomever sat nearby. 

One afternoon while stationed in Germany, I 
raced out of our base apartment to our minivan, 
because I had forgotten to pick Lilly up from 
elementary school, and it was raining. Gun-
ning the engine up a hill, I saw Lilly happily 
running alone down the sidewalk, arms out-
stretched and eyes closed, her backpack flop-
ping under her bob of sandy brown hair. As 
fat raindrops splatted on her sweet face, she 
grinned from ear to ear with pure joy. 

That was Lilly.
Not surprisingly, she amassed a group of 

17 girlfriends in high school, despite being 
the military kid on scholarship at a pres-
tigious private school. I snapped copious 
photos of her fun-loving group dolled up for 
dances, so proud that Lilly’s easy-going per-
sonality had allowed her to breeze through 
the complex social quagmire of adolescence. 

But now, Lilly is a freshman in college, 
struggling with negative body image issues, 
low self-esteem, and depression. 

Not Lilly! How did this happen?
In an attempt to help, I am looking back at 

Lilly’s seemingly problem-free adolescence 
for answers. It turns out, her situation was not 
as simple as it seemed. 

In today’s violent society, parents, edu-
cators and experts are talking openly about 
the potential dangers of chalking aggressive 
male behavior up to “boys will be boys.” In 
the #MeToo era, girls are told they must band 
together to fight the real problem — male ag-
gression. Few would suspect that girls might 
actually hurt each other, and subtle “mean 
girl” manipulations often go unnoticed until 
lasting psychological damage is done. 

Although “relational aggression” has long 
been considered a form of bullying that can 
include “gossip, rumor spreading, public 
embarrassment, social exclusion, and alli-
ance building,” this behavior is sometimes 
accepted by parents and educators as a right 
of passage for girls. However, research indi-
cates that this type of subtle bullying can lead 
to the development of low self-esteem, eating 
disorders, anxiety, depression and even sui-
cide for both the victims and the mean girls 
themselves. 

Although Lilly hid her angst from us to 
keep her “happy-go-lucky” reputation in our 
family, she has now admitted what was really 
going on in high school. Although she still 
fiercely defends her friend group, she admits 
there was a social ladder that she clung to 
precariously, with two particular girls con-

sistently at the top. These “ringleaders” were 
often mean in subtle ways — using their con-
trol to temporarily exclude or shame mem-
bers of the group over minor conflicts. The 
ringleaders were intimidating enough that 
the other girls in the group did not stick up 
for each other, for fear that they might be the 
next victims of embarrassment or isolation. 

Petty jealousy over a boy who had a crush 
on Lilly prompted one ringleader to scream 
at her to, “Get the f*** out of my room!” 
Even though the dozen other girls present 
later admitted that the ringleader’s behavior 
was completely unjustified, not one of them 
came to Lilly’s defense. She was not accept-
ed back into the group for a week.

Also, comments made within the friend 
group about weight profoundly affected 
Lilly. On one occasion, Lilly’s friend held up 
a very large pair of pants she found in her 
room and said in front of the group, “Lilly, 
these are way too big for me, but it looks 
like they might be your size.” I assume this 
friend hadn’t meant to hurt her, but soon 
Lilly stopped eating in the dining hall. This 
and other weight-related comments were per-
manently burned into her fragile adolescent 
psyche. 

Now, I grit my teeth. I should have asked 
more questions when I had the chance. But 
instead of seeing the insidious dangers under 
the surface, I obliviously snapped photos of 
those beautiful, glittering girls. 

Links: 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/

blog/worry-free-kids/201801/why-we-need-
address-mean-girl-behavior-early-and-often

www.stopbullying.gov 
https://www.verywellfamily.com/bullying-

linked-to-eating-disorders-460616
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/

youthviolence/bullyingresearch/index.html
https://www.melissainstitute.org/docu-

ments/2006/Meich_06_genderdifferences.
PDF

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/arti-
cles/PMC4695776/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/
parenting/wp/2018/07/26/little-mean-girls-
helping-your-daughter-swim-in-those-chop-
py-social-waters/?utm_term=.653cc782efba

https://www.verywellfamily.com/relation-
al-aggression-bullying-460498

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/
Sarah_Coyne2/publication/7677457_
An_Integrated_Review_of_Indirect_Re-
l a t i o n a l _ a n d _ S o c i a l _ A g g re s s i o n /
links/5491ae730cf269b04861699b/An-Inte-
grated-Review-of-Indirect-Relational-and-
Social-Aggression.pdf

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/fam-
ily-life/social-emotional-learning/social-
skills-for-kids/bullies-disguise.html

https://www.forbes.com/sites/alicegwal-
ton/2013/02/21/the-psychological-effects-
of-bullying-last-well-into-adulthood-study-
finds/#43e927721592

‘Girls will be girls:’ The hidden 
dangers of social aggression

   For the  PAMPERED PET or WANNA BE 
we are your pets

HOME AWAY FROM HOME!

11145 Dyer St.  |  (915) 821-7387

10% 
DISCOUNT

Military, law 
enforcement, 

fi rst responders
w/ID

Hours: Daily 6 am-7 pm    thepetbarracks.com

‘

Overnight Boarding    Day Care 
Training    Grooming Services 

for Dogs & Cats
Outdoor play areas | Rotated play time

24-hour video surveillance

20% OFFmilitary
mondays with military i.d.20% OFF

6401 s desert blvd
i-10 & aircraft • 587-8397

west

7970 gateway e blvd
i-10 & yarbrough • 591-4877

east

breakfast tacos  served da ily  7am-10am

new location

 3550 Joe Battle
coming soon
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Sports Briefs 
Underwood Golf tourney: Underwood Golf Complex is 
having their Spring Trifecta Golf Tournament, March 2 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. This is a two person team, 27-hole tourna-
ment. It will be 9-holes of scramble, 9-holes of best ball and 
9-holes of alternate shot. Cost: $50 includes green fee, cart 
fee and lunch. There will be prizes to win during the tourna-
ment. Registration deadline is March 1. The event is open to 
the public, ages 18 and older. 568-9979
Army Warrior Trials: Wounded Warrior athletes will com-
pete in adaptive sports March 7-15 at different Fort Bliss 
physical fi tness centers. Come out and support the com-
petitors throughout the week. 744-1532
St. Paddy’s Day 1/2 K Race: Register now, then head over 
to the Monti Warrior Zone March 16 from 3-9 p.m. for a one 
of a kind 0.5k race. Choose from two entry fee packages: 
$25 - gets you two adult or other beverages, a t-shirt, a 
fi nisher’s medal, a snack at the quarter-mile mark, a sticker 
& entry to our prize drawings. $50 - gets you the VIP treat-
ment - everything plus transportation to the fi nish line (no 
sneakers required) and extras for your (lack of) effort! Addi-
tional sporting events will follow on that day. Register online 
at raceroster.com or at Stout, Milam and Soto PFCs through 
March 14. 741-3000 or 744-5785 
Family Day at the wall: How’s the view from the top? Find 
out during Family Day at the Wall. The Soldier Activity Cen-
ter is normally open to guests ages 18 and older, but on 
Family Day, the wall is open to all climbers age 6 and older. 
Climbing is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis from 
noon to 6 p.m. every Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. The 
Soldier Activity Center is located at 20732 Constitution Av-
enue on Central Fort Bliss. 744-1532
Tennis Scramble: The Tennis Scramble is on the last 
Wednesday of every month. There is a $5 fee for non-ID 
card holders and is free for DoD ID card holders. The scram-
blers are held at the Tennis Club, 262 Club Road. 569-5448
Group tennis class for beginners: Group tennis class for 
beginners will be held from 8:30-10 a.m. every Monday and 
Wednesday at Building 262 on Club Road. It is a very social 
and fun class to participate in. Tennis rackets will be pro-
vided. 569-5448
POUND®: Are you guys ready to Sweat, Sculpt and Rock 
with POUND®? Using Ripstix®, lightly weighted drumsticks 
engineered specifi cally for exercising, POUND® transforms 
drumming into an incredibly effective way of working out 
in this exhilarating full-body workout that combines cardio, 
conditioning, and strength training with yoga and pilates-
inspired movements. Cost: $3 per class or $35 for unlimited 
monthly pass. 744-5800
Indoor Cycling: Get back on the bike and push your endur-
ance at Indoor Cycling. Classes are held at Soto and Stout 
PFC. Cost: $3, or $35 unlimited monthly pass. Group Fit-
ness classes between 6:30 to 7:30 a.m. are free for Active-
Duty Soldiers in PT Uniform. 744-5800
Iron Divas: This well-rounded class is designed to improve 
muscular strength and endurance. With no choreography to 
learn, you can focus on strength and cardio splits effec-
tively. This class will leave you sweating glitter like the Diva 
that you are! Classes are held at Soto and Stout PFC. Cost: 
$3 per person, or $35 unlimited monthly pass. 744-5800
Deep Water: Get ready for Group Fitness’ newest class, 
Deep Water! Using a fl otation belt, deep water exercisers will 
jog, sprint in intervals, wall walk or do a variety of multidi-
mensional movements, including cross country skiing, long-
levered kicks, twists and jumping jacks. Classes are 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Wednesdays at the Aquatic Training Center. The 
cost is $3 per class or $35 for unlimited monthly pass. 744-
5800
Aquafl oat: Aquafl oat is changing is location to Replica 
Aquatic Center for Mondays class from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. 
Don’t worry there will still be classes at the Aquatics Train-
ing Center Thursdays from 9-9:30 a.m. 744-5800
Texas Basic Hunters Education Class: Are you interested 
about learning how to hunt? If so, head over to Rod and Gun 
Club on the second Saturday of every month from 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. This Texas Basic Hunter Education Course is a six 
hour classroom taught by a Texas Parks & Wildlife-certifi ed 
instructor. Cost: $15 and registration is required. It’s open 
to the public. 594-0159

SPORTS>>

SPORTS>>
PRT is an integral part 
of a Soldier’s day.

FREE ONE WAY TOWING

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

MOST AFFORDABLE SHOP IN TOWN!!! MORE THAN 40 CARS IN INVENTORY

“We specialize in foreign cars”

STARTING AT...
Tune Up $29.99

A/C Service $29.99
Oil Change $9.99

Brakes $29.99
Turn Rotors $6.99

* Parts not included *

• Free Brake Check Up
• Free Diagnostic
• Free Estimates
• Free A/C Check, A.B.S. Light 
  & Engine Light
• Fix Electric Problems
• Catalytic Converters/Exhaust/

Flowmasters
• Welding
• General Mechanical

• Military Financing
• In Home Financing 
• Buy Here, Pay Here 
• No Credit Check • 3 Month Free Warranty • 0% APR on all Sales
• Monthly Payments as Low as $200 • Guaranteed Approval

6201 Dyer St. • El Paso, TX 79904 • P: 915.566.5432 • www.chuysmotors.com
Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm • Saturday 8 am to 5 pm

6201 Dyer St. • P: 915.566.5432 F. 915.565.2489 • www.chuysmotors.com
Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm • Saturday 8 am to 5 pm

•
•
•
•
  & Engine Light
•
•

Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm • Saturday 8 am to 5 pm

10%
Military 
Discount

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
6201 Dyer St. • P: 915.566.5432 F. 915.565.2489 • www.chuysmotors.com

MORE THAN 40 CARS IN INVENTORY

10%
Military 

Discount

$500
New Year
Special

Discount

2016 Chevy Cruze 50K miles 2007 BMW 335i 85K miles

2008 Mercedes Benz C300

2014 Dodge Journey 
40K miles, 3rd row seating

$3500 
DOWN

$300
PER MO.

$3500 
DOWN

$300
PER MO.

$2500 
DOWN

$250
PER MO.

$3500 
DOWN

$300
PER MO.

By Miguel De Santiago | Special to the Fort Bliss Bugle

More than 800 runners participated in the Commander’s Cup 
5K Feb. 8. 

The yearly event’s starting point was at the Soto Physical Fit-
ness Center and the weather was a brisk 30 degrees. 

Sgt. Brandon Jackson of 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Ar-
mored Division was the fi rst runner to cross the fi nish line at 
17:59. 

“I just love to run, so it doesn’t matter if I’m last or fi rst, I’m 
just happy to run,” Jackson said. “Today was a good day, just 
cold.”

First Lt. Alberto Castro ran through the fi nish line at 21 min-
utes and placed 15th overall in his age group, 20-29. He said cold 
weather can affect a runner’s performance. 

“As soon as you hear the gun go off, you forget about the cold 
and you just take off and you just keep going,” Castro said. “You 
don’t feel it until mile one, that’s when your lungs start hurting; 
my hands are a little numb but other than that it feels good.”

Castro also hoped his teammates were fast enough to earn 
some medals. 

“I wanted to bring them out here to give them a chance to see 
how they rank against their peers,” Castro said. “I just want to 
see the results. I hope my guys did well.”   

Tia Mack of Bliss FMWR said the Commander’s Cup is made 
up of a variety of competitions and each unit that participates 
receive Commander’s Cup points. Those points are tallied up at 
the end of the year and the brigade with the most points wins the 
Commander’s Cup trophy. She added that the competition’s 5K 
grows bigger each year.

“This is one of our largest participations for the Commander’s 
Cup 5K, so it’s really nice to see all them come do this,” Mack 
said.

The 5K’s results can be found at https://www.facebook.com/
teamblisssports.

2019 Post Championship Commander’s Cup 5K

Sgt. Brandon Jackson of 3rd “Armored Brigade” Combat Team, 1st Armored 
Division was the fi rst runner to cross the fi nish line at 17:59. 

Photos by Miguel De Santiago / Special to the Fort Bliss Bugle
More than 800 runners participated in Friday’s Commanders Cup 5K. 

Race results
Male 19 and Under: Time
1st place: Jeffrey Rust 20:26.7
Male 20 to 29:
1st place: Brandon Jackson 17:59.5
Male 30 to 39:
1st place: Joseph Wambui 20:31.5
Male 40 to 49:
1st place: Rodrigo Zilves 21:16.9
Male 50 and Over:
1st place: Christian Costantini 25:00.4

Female 19 and Under: Time
1st place: Jimena Juarez 23:49.4
Female 20 to 29:
1st place: Kyra Gleeson 2:35.3
Female 30 to 39:
1st place: Courtney Butcher 24:03.33
Female 40 to 49:
1st place: CK Kalili 25:25.6
Female 50 and Over:
1st place: Valerie King 32:30.4



By Gary Sheftick | Army News Service

WASHINGTON – The Army may soon 
place nutritionists, physical therapists and 
sports trainers at the unit level to improve 
individual readiness, said Secretary of the 
Army Mark T. Esper.

The idea is “to really start looking at Sol-
diers as professional athletes,” Esper said 
Feb. 8 while speaking at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies. 

The athletic trainers and therapists are 
slated to be assigned to brigades and some 
battalions later this year 
as part of a pilot pro-
gram under the Army’s 
holistic health and fit-
ness system.

The H2F system is 
overseen by the Cen-
ter for Initial Military 
Training and a spokes-
person there confirmed 
that 130 military au-
thorizations will be al-
located to units by the 
end of fiscal year 2019 
to “enhance personnel 
readiness.” 

Occupational thera-
pists may also be in that 
mix, Esper said. 

While most of the positions will go to 
brigades, some will be assigned to the 30 
maneuver battalions that U.S. Army Forces 
Command selected last fall to train with 
health and fitness professionals in hopes of 
reducing Soldier injuries. 

“In the future, once these take place and 
really take hold, we’ll have a more deploy-
able and more capable force,” Esper said.

In 2016, the Army began placing athletic 
trainers at its initial-entry training centers. 
That year, 20 of them went to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, to work with Soldiers at all five of 
the post’s training battalions. One goal was 
to prevent musculoskeletal injuries.

Athletic trainers were also brought into 
basic combat training sites at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina; Fort Sill, Oklahoma; and 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

The sports trainers not only educated Sol-
diers on injury prevention, they also provid-
ed treatment to Soldiers following injuries to 

reduce their recovery times. Instead of send-
ing injured Soldiers to hospitals, they were 
treated at their units and this saved a signifi-
cant amount of training time, officials said.

The Army is also extending infantry 
initial-entry training to improve personnel 
readiness. A pilot program last year at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, extended the infantry 
one-station unit training, or OSUT, from 14 
to 22 weeks.

Esper visited Benning to observe the ex-
tended OSUT training and said the results 

were dramatic.
“You’re seeing 

Soldiers with much 
higher physical fitness 
scores,” he said, adding 
that the Infantry gradu-
ates were “much more 
competent, tactically 
and technically.”

The Army has also 
developed a new fit-
ness test that Esper said 
better prepares Soldiers 
for the rigors they will 
face in combat.

The Army Combat 
Fitness Test with its 
six events “for the first 

time, really links physical fitness with the 
demands and rigors of the battlefield,” he 
said.

In October, the Army selected 63 battal-
ion-sized units to try out the ACFT as part 
of a pilot program. Mobile training teams 
went to the battalions to train NCOs on how 
to conduct the tests. Now these 63 units will 
begin “field-testing” the ACFT.

Each of the battalions will need to con-
duct two ACFTs before October and space 
them about six months apart, according to 
the Center for Initial Military Training. The 
field tests will provide data to possibly adjust 
the ACFT grading standards before the test is 
adopted by the entire Army.

In October 2020, when the ACFT is im-
plemented across the Army, officials expect 
it to further decrease injuries, as well as per-
sonnel readiness and combat effectiveness.

“At the end of the day, the Army is a peo-
ple business,” Esper said, “and people are 
our most important asset.” 

Army may use nutritionists, 
sports trainers to boost readiness 

Capt. Jessica Donnelly / U.S. Army National Guard 
Soldiers conduct the deadlift event of the new Army Combat Fitness Test in Georgetown, S.C., Feb. 9. 
The 1st Battalion, 178th Field Artillery Regiment is one of six battalions in the National Guard and 63 
Armywide selected for the pilot program to help validate scoring and administration of the ACFT. 

Change your smile, 
change your life

Orthodontic treatment for 
children, teens & adults

915-307-9688
7211 N. Mesa, Ste. 2E 

www.epfamilyorthodonTics.com

Accepting most private 
insurance, texas & new mexico 
medicaid and chip. in office pay-

ment plans also available

MILITARY WELCOME!
Show your valid military ID for special promotions

zoom whitening
CLEAR AND METAL BRACES & INVISALIGN

no down
payment

required for 
traditional braces

call for details
RESTRICTIONS APPLY

MILITARY SPECIAL! 

$500 OFF
invisalign

full treatment
mention THIS AD

call for details
RESTRICTIONS APPLY

dr. michelle espina, dds ms
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“...for the first 
time, really links 
physical fitness 

with the demands 
and rigors of the 

battlefield.”
>> Mark T. Esper



Off Duty is a compilation of military-affiliat-
ed information and events focused on the 
Soldier, their family members and veterans. 
Information should be 100 words or fewer 
and contain no editorializing. An informa-
tional brief that is not time-specific will not 
run for more than four weeks. Submissions 
are due no later than Friday for publica-
tion in the following week’s paper. To learn 
more, call 568-4088.

Bliss Briefs
Tax Center open: The Fort Bliss Tax Center is 
open Monday through Friday 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and 
Saturdays and training holidays from 10 a.m. –3 
p.m. 2910 Cassidy Road.  568-1040
WSMR Bataan March: Register for the 2019 
Bataan Memorial “Death March.’ Registration 
ends March 3. $110, $500. http://bataan-
march.com
Army Warrior Trials: Wounded Warrior 
athletes will compete in adaptive sports March 
7-15 at different Fort Bliss FMWR physical fitness 
centers. Come out and support the competitors 
throughout the week. 744-1532
Center Chapel 1 closed: Due to necessary 
construction/repair, the Traditional worship ser-
vice at Center Chapel 1 (no change in time) is 
now being held at neighboring Sage Hall until 
May 1. 568-1519 
McGregor/FBTX ammo point closings: 
The McGregor Range/FBTX Ammunition Supply 
Point will be closed March 18-22; June 17-21; 
and Sept. 16-20. Issue documents can be sub-
mitted through TAMIS during the closures. 569-
9528
Attention new command spouses: The 
Spouse Leadership Development Course is a 
new 40-hour course run by the Noncommis-
sioned Officer Leadership Center of Excellence 
and United States Army Sergeants Major Acad-
emy. It will offer an introduction to a number of 
extremely important topics for those spouses who 
are entering into a command team at the battal-
ion level. Lessons cover a wide range of topics 
from protocol and etiquette, Red Cross, Army 
Emergency Relief and public speaking. The first 
class will start in April. Contact Michelle Mebane 
at 744-1201.
Bible study: Fort Bliss post-wide Bible study 
takes place every Wednesday from 6-7 p.m. at 
Bldg. 449-451, Pershing Road. Free dinner from 
5:30 p.m. Childcare provided. 568-4334
ACS Newcomers’ fair: Are you new to the 
Fort Bliss and El Paso community? Or are you 
looking to see what resources are available in 
the surrounding area? Que Pasa, a newcomers 
information fair, will be the place to be! Join 
Army Community Service from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
today at the Centennial Banquet and Conference 
Center. There will be on-post resource tables, El 
Paso businesses, giveaways and more. Free. 

569-4227, ext. 0.
ICE comments: Make your voice heard. Tell 
us exactly how we are doing. Good or bad: 
Bring it on. You may remain anonymous, if you 
choose to do so. Listing your contact information 
allows us to provide direct feedback. Fort Bliss 
has an outlet available, the Interactive Customer 
Evaluation program, fully functional again to all 
customers. Find it online at https:// ice.disa.mil/
index.cfm?fa=site&site_id=435.

FMWR
Acrylic Painting Master Class: Join Art & 
Hobby Shop on a journey through the art and 
artistry of acrylic painting. You will learn, many 
tips and techniques of acrylic painting from some 
of El Paso’s finest artists. $25 includes instruction 
and materials. DOD ID cardholders and their 
family members, ages 15 and older. 568-5563
$10 Tuesdays: Join the Art & Hobby Shop 
this Tuesday and every Tuesday in February and 
March from 6–7 p.m. for a cutting system class 
and learn how to use your Cricut or Silhouette 
Cutting Machine to their full advantage. Bring 
your own machine to practice with, or see what 
ours has to offer. Cost: $10, includes instruction. 
Open to DOD ID card holders and family mem-
bers 15+. 568-5563 
St. Paddy’s Day 1/2 K Race: Register now, 
then head over to the Monti Warrior Zone March 
16 from 3–9 p.m. for a one of a kind 0.5k race. 
Choose from two entry fee packages: $25: you 
get two adult or other beverages, a t-shirt, a fin-
isher’s medal, a snack at the quarter-mile mark, 
a sticker and entry to our prize drawings. $50: 
you get the VIP treatment - everything plus trans-
portation to the finish line and extras for your 
effort! Additional sporting events will follow on 
that day. Register online at raceroster.com or at 
Stout, Milam or Soto PFCs through March 14. 
741-3000 or 744-5785  
Underwood Golf tourney: Underwood 
Golf Complex is having their Spring Trifecta Golf 
Tournament, March 2 from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. This is 
a two person team, 27-hole tournament. It will 
be 9-holes of scramble, 9-holes of best ball and 
9-holes of alternate shot. $50 includes green fee, 
cart fee and lunch. There will be prizes to win 
during the tournament. Registration deadline is 
March 1. Event is open to the public, ages 18+. 
568-9979
Pot of Gold Bingo: Everyone who plays from 
Wednesday, March 2, 6, 9 and 13 can enter for 
a chance to win the gold! The winning name will 
be drawn during St. Paddy’s night Bingo March 
16 at the Centennial Club. The winner must be 
present to claim the prize. Bingo Bliss is every 
Wednesday and Saturday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Open to DOD ID cardholders and their 
guests, age 18+. 744-8427
Right Arm Night: Right Arm Night is a great 
way to unwind after a long week with free appe-
tizers, drink specials and giveaways! Come join 
the fun Friday from 4–9 p.m. at Pershing Pub. 
781-6809
Unit Book Kits: Are you part of a unit who is 
going into the field or deploying soon? If so, stop 
by the Mickelsen Community Library and pick up 
book kits for free. Book kits contain a selection of 
popular fiction and non-fiction paperback items. 
568-1902
Pershing Pub: The Pershing Pub is a great 
place to gather at the end of a long week. Open 
every Friday at 4 p.m. (except training holidays). 
Come enjoy weekly drink specials and free 
snacks. 568-6272
Auto Crafts Safety Orientation: Auto Craft 
Centers offers safety orientation classes Wednes-
days and Thursdays at 6 p.m. This is a manda-
tory safety orientation for use of the facility for 
automotive do-it-yourself projects. Open to DoD 
ID cardholders only. 568-7280
Kick it at the Monti Warrior Zone: The 
Monti Warrior Zone is open Mondays through 

Sundays. There’s lots to do with a fully stocked 
bar and snack bar, six pool tables, two mini-bowl-
ing lanes, Alienware, Playstation/Xbox gaming 
center, outdoor basketball, sand volleyball and 
more! Open to the public, ages 18+. 741-3000

Go Youth
In-home saturday childcare from CYS: 
Family Child Care offers in-home providers for 
CYS-registered kids. For care information, or to 
receive an updated list of FCC providers, call 
568-4198 or visit the office at 3503 Story Rd. 
Cost: $5/hr. with $10 deposit. Reservations re-
quired. 744-7879
CYS Date Night childcare March 2: CYS 
will provide child care Saturday at Milam CDC 
Mar. 2 from 1–11 p.m. For information about 
Saturday child care, or reservations, call Milam 
CDC at 744-7879
Folklorico Dance Saturdays: Join SKIESUn-
limited for their Folklorico Dance Class open 
for ages 6–18 years old. Students participating 
in this course will learn a variety of traditional 
Latin American dances, as well as dances and 
culture of various regions of Mexico. Cost: $40 
per month, Saturdays 12:15–2 p.m. 568-5544
School Age Book Club: The School Age 
Book Club is designated for children ages 
7–12. A staff member will read for part of the 
time and the children will read aloud as well 
from 4–5 p.m. every Wednesday at Mickelsen 
Library. Activities and projects are completed at 
home, returned and shared at subsequent meet-
ings. Occasional refreshments are provided. 
568-6156
Child Range Orientation class: This is a 
one-hour child firearm safety course required 
for children ages 6-17 to accompany parents or 
guardians at Rod and Gun Club live fire ranges. 
Children must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. Open to the public. 568-5426
Teen Basic Automotive Maintenance 
Class: SKIESUnlimited will be hosting this event 
every second Saturday of the month. Students 
with their driver’s licenses or permits will learn 
basics such as changing the oil to replacing a 
tire and more. When the class is completed, stu-
dents will receive a safety card to work at Auto 
Crafts. Cost: $25 per student, registration is re-
quired and can be done at SKIESUnlimited. All 
students, ages 15 and older, must be enrolled 
with Child Youth Services before registering for 
any SKIESUnlimited class. 568-5544

Community
Pet Fair: El Paso Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will host its annual event to help pet owners 
respect and care for their pets 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Sunday, at Westside Community Park, 7400 
High Ridge, with vets, adoptions, local pet-ori-
ented vendors on-site promoting their programs, 
live entertainment and food vendors. Free. 212-
0092 or elpasotexas.gov/parks
EPSO’s ‘The Emperor:’ El Paso Symphony Or-
chestra, conducted by Bohuslav Rattay, presents 
guest pianist Daria Kiseleva, at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday in the Plaza Theatre. Selections in-
clude Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 5 in E-flat 
major, op. 73 “Emperor”, and Prokofiev’s - Sym-
phony No. 5 in B-flat major, op. 100. $16-$45; 
$9 and $11 for students (Ticketmaster). 532-
3776 or epso.org.
Black History Month Parade/Rally: The 
annual Inter-Club Council Black History Month 
Parade begins at 10 a.m. Saturday, at Montana 
and Pershing and travels east on Montana to 
Copia then south to Missouri ending at Mary 
Webb Park, 3401 E. Missouri. This year’s theme 
is “Black Migration.” A rally follows the parade 
noon–3 p.m. in Mary Webb Park, with vendor 
booths, family activities and entertainment. Free. 
861-1745 or elpasoicc@hotmail.com
Gem and Mineral Show: The 6th annual 
gem and mineral show will be Saturday and 
Sunday at New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heri-
tage Museum, 4100 Dripping Springs Road in 
Las Cruces, N.M. Sponsored by Friends of the 
New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Muse-
um. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.–5 
p.m. Wednesday. $7 ($4 age 6-11; free for age 
5 and younger); includes museum admission. 
(575) 522-1232 or lcmuseumrocks.com
Gabriel Iglesias: The comedian’s “Beyond 
the Fluffy” World Tour” will be at UTEP’s Don 
Haskins Center, 8 p.m. Friday. Iglesias is one 
of the few elite comedians who has headlined 
and sold out the Staples Center, Madison Square 
Garden and the Sydney Opera House. $40-$75 
(Fluffyguy.com and Ticketmaster)
OCS Alumni Assoc. Reunion Apr. 28: 
Calling all branches, all classes 1941- pres-
ent. There will be an OCS Alumni Association 
Reunion April 28. This is going to be a great 
time with the opening of Phase I of the OCS 
Heritage Center; the dedication of more bricks, 
pavers, and class memorials; the induction of the 

OFF DUTY>>
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Debt collection notices: 
This is a debt collection notice for Pfc. 
Tyree Ward. All services under Ward’s 
name should be put on hold. All those 
with debts to be collected under the name 
of Ward or for information regarding col-
lections, call 1st Lt. Ryan Dau at 551-427-
2152

This is a debt collection notice for Sgt. 
Farhad C. Meskoob. All services under 
Farhad’s name should be put on hold. All 
those with debts to be collected under the 
name of Farhad or for information regard-
ing collections, call 2nd Lt. Adam W. Turek 
at 951-212-9533

2230 TEXAS AVE.  |  EL PASO, TEXAS  |  @RomanceAttackEP2230 TEXAS AVE.  |  EL PASO, TEXAS  |  @RomanceAttackEP

Buy 1 edible
get the 2nd 
HALF OFF!

Offer good thru 2/28/19

Buy a magazine
get a free book.

Offer good thru 2/28/19

Buy 3 get 1 fr� 
on all movies from 
$3.99 up to $8.99

Offer good thru 2/29/19

GET 15% OFF

TSX Toys
with purchase of

$30 or more

ALL CLEARANCE 
buy one get the 

second one

50% OFF
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2019 The U.S. Army OCS Alumni Association 
Hall of Fame class; and the presentations of the 
Nett Award and the Patterson Award. Mini class 
reunions are welcome to celebrate with the na-
tional reunion. www.ocsalumni.org/ or ocsalum-
nireunion@gmail.com 
More parking at Playa Drain Trail: The El 
Paso County Parks and Recreation Department 
has made parking easily available for those trav-
eling to enjoy the Playa Drain Trail at the Asca-
rate Park entrance. The County Tax offi ce park-
ing lot is now open on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 6 a.m.–8 p.m. with the exception of Parks 
and Recreation Department designated Holidays 
and Special Events. The parking lot is located at 
301 Manny Martinez Drive off of Delta Drive. 
Hampton University Alumni Round Up:
The El Paso Alumni Chapter has monthly meet-
ings held at noon in various locations close to 
Fort Bliss. Contact Warren E. Brown at 241-
4672.
Purple Heart recipients sought: The Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart El Paso Chapter 
393 meets the fi rst Saturday of every month at 
1 p.m. at the 82nd Airborne Memorabilia Mu-
seum, 2608 Fort Blvd. Transitioning from the 
battlefi eld to the home front has never been 
more diffi cult, and volunteers make a difference 
in the lives of our men and women in uniform, 
yesterday, today and tomorrow. Stand with the 
MOPH Chapter 393 and honor the sacrifi ce of 
American veterans by continued commitment. 
Facebook @MOPHChapter393  
Verdi Requiem opera: Experience the drama 
of the Verdi Requiem, an opera in disguise of 
an orchestral and choral masterpiece March 23. 
Performed by a 150-voice choir, professional 
orchestra, and professional soloists. Directed by 
Prentice Loftin. Tickets available through Ticket-
master.com, the Plaza Theater Box Offi ce, and 
the El Paso Choral Society. $10-40
Hal Marcus Gallery: See “Latina Arte,” with 
works by Latina artists Teresa Fernandez, Car-
men Navar, Romy Hawkins, Martha Arzabala, 
Leticia Luevanos, Lillian Sandoval, Erica Zamora 
and Isabel Olivares, on display through Feb. 28. 
Gallery is open 12–5 p.m. Tuesday through Fri-
day. 1308 N. Oregon. 533-9090 or halmarcus.
com
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Chartering 
party: The newest members of Sigma Gamma 
Rho Sorority at Fort Bliss/El Paso, invites you to 
their chartering ceremony and reception March 
2, 3 p.m. The ceremony will take place at the 

Paso Del Norte Community Center, 45380 El-
lerthorpe Ave. (310) 913-6394 or www.sigmas-
wregion.com
Downtown Artist and Farmers Market:
The City of El Paso Museums and Cultural Af-
fairs Department’s market for area artists and 
regionally grown agricultural products is 9 a.m. 
–1 p.m. each Saturday in the Union Plaza Dis-
trict along Anthony Street. 212-1780 or elpa-
soartsandculture.org
Cowboy Days: The 20th annual celebration 
of Southwest pioneer heritage is 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
March 2 and 10 a.m.–4 p.m. March 3, at the 
New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Muse-
um, 4100 Dripping Springs Rd., Las Cruces, 
with two days of cowboy demonstrations, chuck-
wagon cooking, children’s activities, mounted 
shooting, the 3rd annual CASI Chili Cook-Off, 
cowboy music, pony rides, gunfi ght re-enact-
ments, and food and craft vendors. Cost: $5; 
4-younger free. Mechanical bull and mini-train 
rides are $3 each, and pony rides are $5. (575) 
522-4100 or nmfarmandranchmuseum.org
El Paso Senior Games: The City of El Paso 
Parks and Recreation Department’s 36th annual 
games for those age 50 and older run March 
2-May 22 at various locations around El Paso.
All participants have a chance to qualify for the  
Texas State Senior Games. Registration: $15 
for 2 events and t-shirt, plus $5 for each addi-
tional event; $45 for all events. Includes t-shirt.   
Opening Ceremony is 9 a.m. March 2, at the 
Polly Harris Senior Center, 650 Wallenberg.Bas-
ketball Skills — 10 a.m. Saturday, March 2, at 
Polly Harris Center. 503-6544 or elpasotexas.
gov/parks
Las Cruces Int’l Film Festival: Comedian, 
fi lm and television star George Lopez and actor 
and producer Edward James Olmos will appear 
at the 2019 Las Cruces International Film Festi-
val, presented by New Mexico State University 
and Visit Las Cruces thru Sunday. Daily screen-
ing passes are $20. Single screening tickets, if 
available are $10; available in advance at the 
Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. Downtown Mall. 
Other special guests include actress/producer 
Beverly D’Angelo, actress Zoe Perry, writer/pro-
ducer Dan Foster, and actress/producer Kathleen 
Quinlan.
Upper Valley Artists/Farmers Market:
The artist and farmers market is 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Sundays, at the Substation on Doniphan at Sun-
set. Free. Information on Facebook at Upper Val-
ley Artist and Farmers Market.

VSP®+
TRICARE® = 
We’ve Got 

You Covered

Eye Exams

Hard to Fit 
Contacts

Treatment and 
Detection of Eye 

Diseases

Dry Eye 
Treatments

Pre/Post LASIK 
Exams

Medical Concerns 
of the Eye

Allergy Eyes

Dr. David Baptiste 
and Dr. Je�  Ekery 

THERAPEUTIC 
OPTOMETRISTS 

Care Credit 
Available

EL PASO 
OPTICAL CENTER
4724 Montana Ave.
El Paso, TX 79903
(915) 566-8693

Email: 
appointment@ekery.com

Website: Ekery.com

WWW

EL PASO 
OPTICAL CENTER
Accepting patients of ALL ages.

For your eye care needs
call or go online to make
your appointment today!

COMING SOON TO
EL PASO OPTICAL CENTER

TIME has recognized 
ACUVUE® OASYS with Transitions 

as one of their 
BEST INVENTIONS of 2018.

SUSHI ROLLS

Taking care of the dental needs 
of generations of El Pasoans 
for more than 35 years.

DE LA FUENTE
Family Dentistry

1612 Lee Trevino, Ste. B  •  591-2525

We give you a 
reason to... WE ARE ALWAYS 

ACCEPTING NEW 
PATIENTS!

PRINT LEGIBLY - NO MORE THAN 30 WORDS
Allow one to two weeks for submission

  HOME PHONE: #:

  NAME:                                                                                     (SPOUSE’S) RANK:
  (SPOUSE’S) UNIT:                                                                                     
  SIGNATURE:                                                                                    DATE:

I certify that this advertising is in no way connected with a commercial venture advertisement and I am:
☐ ACTIVE DUTY    ☐ RETIRED     ☐ DAC     ☐ MILITARY DEPENDENT

Enter online at www.fortblissbugle.com or e-mail classifieds@lavenpublishing.com

Publish this advertisement in the following category (Select Only One):

☐ Appliances ☐ Furniture ☐ Pets ☐ Wanted
☐ Baby Items ☐ Homes For 

     Sale or Rent
☐ Photo &
     Electronics

☐ Yard Sales
     (On-Post Housing: 1st 
     wknd of the mo. only)

☐ Clothing
    (no military issue)

☐ Lost & Found ☐ Sporting Goods
     (no weapons)

☐ Computer & 
     Video Games

☐ Miscellaneous ☐ Vehicles

Mail or Bring To: PAO-Bldg. 15, Ft. Bliss, Texas 79916

MUST FILL OUT INFORMATION BELOW OR AD WILL NOT RUN

Classified Ads are limited to 30 words and must be written on the form that is published every week. Otherwise the form can be filled out at 
the Public Affairs Office, Building 15. It may take two weeks to print the ad due to backlog since ads run first come first serve basis. Ads will 
only be printed once. The Bugle Classified Section will not publish work phone numbers, ads which are unclear/illegible or ads for business 
use. Ads marked with more than one category shall be placed in the Miscellaneous section. This section is a service provided free of charge 
for active duty service members, their families, DAC employees and retired military members.

Baby items
Graco Baby Carrier/Swing Set Combo, musical, 3 position, 
very clean, hardly used $65. Simmons Baby Bassinet, mu-
sical, lights, bear carousel, adjustable canopy, underneath 
storage, white, very clean, hardly used $65. Eastside, Mac-
rae Blvd. Call or text Lucille at 539 3462
Boys toddler cold weather jackets, one brand new and one 
used. New one is two tone blue with inner liner, used one is 
plaid forest green. Size 5T, both have hoods. $15 for new, 
$10 for used, $20 both. (253) 209-2481 

Furniture
Chenille black square fabric sofa pillows, set of 4. Slightly 
used, excellent condition. $15 for all. (253) 209-2481 

Homes for Sale or Rent
Duplex for rent: 3 bdrm/2 ba., stove, refrig., dishwasher, 
garbage disposal, ceiling fans, fi replace, w/d hook-up. 

One car garage, private front/back yard. No pets. Ready 
to move-in. Excellent condition. 4702 Frankfort Ave. 525-
5233

Miscellaneous
Cherry Poptart comic books, excellent condition. Small col-
lection of 11 books, all kept bagged and boarded. From cir-
ca late 1980’s. Pics available. $60 for all. (253) 209-2481
DC Comics Harley Quinn snowglobe, limited edition, mint 
brand new. Jack in the Box style, features musical song. 
One of only 2,300 made. $200 obo. (253) 209-2481
Playboy Centerfolds Collection Book, brand new, mint con-
dition. Includes all monthly playmates from 1954-2007, 
full color. Hardback, still sealed. $150 obo. (253) 209-2481 

Sporting goods
Like new Buck Commander 24-Gun Safe. Item BC-24-MB-
E-S. Convertible interior, door storage. Five locking points. 
Electronic lock, back up key. Failed password alarm. $450 
(575) 805-4626
Baja Storm 125cc ATV. Kid/Teen size. Four-stroke engine. 
Automatic transmission. Automatic start. Wide axles. Cur-
rently not running, carburetor possibly fl ooded. Needs mi-
nor tune-up. $350 (575) 805-4626

 CLASSIFIEDS >>
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fortblissbugle.com
classifi eds@lavenpublishing.com
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 “All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion or national origin, 
or any intention to make such preference, limitation or discrimination.The 
Bugle will not accept any advertisement for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.”

Washer & Dryer 
Rentals

Prices starting at $30
Washer Leasing Service

779-0048

 RENTALS

COMMERCIAL CLASSIFIEDS >>

RENTALS
EAST

2849 Beachcomber B .... $650
12333 Nancy Lee ........... $895
12113 Goya .................... $925
11618 Edward James ...  $950
1516 Charles Owens ...... $950
11332 David Carrasco .... $975
12074 El Greco ............... $975
4529 Joseph Rodriguez . $995
2299 Tierra Blanda .......$1000
12732 Roberto Nunez ..$1025
12640 Tierra Tigr ..........$1050
12230 Saint Mark.........$1050
4936 Marcella Santillana $1050
11823 Vere Leasure .....$1095
2220 Azure Point ..........$1125
11517 Cree...................$1200

12883 Hidden Grove ....$1250
2416 Escape Point .......$1295
14304 Owl Point ...........$1325
14708 Oldenberg .........$1450

HORIZON
828 Nazareno ................. $875
14328 Desert Cactus ...$1125

CENTRAL
3526 Nation 1/2 ............. $475

3618 Truman .................. $875
NORTHEAST

8201 Mercury A .............. $775
10963 Nathan Bay ......... $875
10465 Omega ................ $895
5601 Wadsworth ............ $850
10441 Omega ................ $950
10222 Lakeview ............. $950
10121 Kirwood ............... $995
5241 Sweetwater .........$1025

11048 Middledale ........$1050
6836 Ridgetop ..............$1100
7354 Jamocha Way......$1200
11107 Redstone Cove ..$1200
7141 Jericho Tree .........$1275
12008 Copper Hill .........$1295
10043 Paloma ..............$1300
5453 Rick Husband ......$1300
7465 Umbria ................$1350

WEST
6262 Escondido Studio .. $695
104 De Leon ................... $900
6262 Escondido ............$1100
100 Boggiano ...............$2000

UPPER VALLEY
4200 Roxbury ...............$1175

SERVICES

 RENTALS  RENTALS

“All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion or national origin, or 
any intention to make such preference, limitation or discrimination.The Bugle 
will not accept any advertisement for real estate which is in violation of the 
law. All dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal op-
portunity basis.”

RENTALS
NORTHEAST
10504 Ponderosa 3BD $775
10048 Kellogg 3BD $875
5711 Lexington 3BD $875
5500 Rick Husband 3BD $900
9900 Audon 3BD $925
5719 Ty Cobb 3BD $950
5864 Threadgill 4BD $975
7930 Howard 3BD $975
2706 Savannah 3BD $995
11976 Mesquite Lake 4BD $1000
10121 Kirwood 3BD $1025
4428 Loma Diamante 4BD $1050
5725 Michael P. Anderson 4BD $1095
11836 Auburn Sand 4BD $1095
11936 Mesquite Rock 3BD $1100
5933 Chippendale 3BD $1100
11276 Acoma 3BD $1100
7328 Mesquite Sun 3BD $1100
10741 Pleasant Sand 3BD $1150
11785 Jim Webb 4BD $1150
11107 Redstone Cove 4BD $1200
10728 Pleasant Sand 3BD $1200
4517 General Maloney 4BD $1200
10043 Paloma 5BD $1250
11325 Manuel Moreno 4BD $1295
5516 Manuel Moreno 4BD $1400
WEST
4800 Stanton #81 1BD $825
704 Springfire 3BD $1050
620 Hempstead 3BD $1100
625 Wellesley 2BD $1240
7017 Crown Ridge 3BD $1250
223 Vista del Rey 4BD $1350
7001 Cochise 3BD $1400
7360 Cibolo Creek 3BD $1700
1111 Galloway 4BD $1700

Washer & Dryer 
Rentals

Monthly From $25
Washer Leasing Service

779-0048

“The Key to Your Career Success”

RÉSUMÉS
BY TAMMY®

590-7885 (East)
307-2546 (West)
resumesbytammy.com
Professional Résumés

Federal Résumés
Résumés for

SINCE 1990

SERVICESRENTALS

 Piano Lessons
  Pre-K through Adult

Betty Bassuk
BS Degree 

MTNA Membership

821-8070 • 525-3056

772-9177

HORIZON
14121 Peter Noyes 4BD $1025
14328 Desert Cactus 4BD $1100
12269 Sun Bridge 3BD $1100
472 Southshore 3BD $1150
14315 Desert Sunset 3BD $1250
16017 Homestead 4BD $1300
CENTRAL
1805 Wainwright 3BD $800
808 Brazil 3BD $800
EAST
11023 Oasis 4BD $825
11768 Kingdom 3BD $850
2352 Tierra Blanda 3BD $875 
12013 Fred Carter 3BD $875
11853 Belfry Park 3BD $895
12317 Tierra Apache 3BD $925
10172 Bermuda 3BD $950
3733 La Cuesta 3BD $950
3564 Cachet 3BD $950
3314 Dungarvan 3BD $950
12230 Saint Mark 3BD $975
1456 Sierra de Oro 3BD $975
3824 Lynwood 3BD $995
12318 Somba Grande 3BD $1025
14195 Ranier Point 3BD $1050
4729 Guillermo Espinoza 4BD $1050
2289 Hannah Leigh 4BD $1050
12640 Tierra Tigre 3BD $1100
14561 Jesus Almeida 3BD $1100
3632 Tierra Alba 4BD $1195
12629 Sun Terrace 3BD $1195
14232 Firewood 3BD $1200
3908 Tierra Arena 5BD $1250
14144 Robert Ituarte 3BD $1250
14665 Ava Leigh 3BD $1250
14697 Ava Leigh 3BD $1275
10701 Camaro 4BD $1300
14430 Coyote Trail 4BD $1450

772-9177

COMMERCIAL CLASSIFIEDS >>

L O C A T I O N ,  L O C A T I O N ,  L O C A T I O N
Looking for person to share lovely 
home. Amazing views in quiet up-
scale neighborhood. Near UTEP 
& Dwtn, heated pool & jacuzzi, 
partially furnished, lg. room & 

pvt. bath, garage available. Non-
smoker & small dog considered. 
Dep. & ref. required. $875/mo. 

incl. utilities & internet. LGBTQ 
& Vegan friendly. (915)345-6681

~ LUXURY TOWN HOME FOR RENT ~
2 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, 2 Car Garage

High Ceilings, Beautiful Views, Low Maintenance, Conveniently Located. 294B Vaquero.

$1,395/mo.
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS .

(915) 799-5406 / (915)433-3755

Hill’s Automotive Center
“Quality Workmanship since 1967” Founder SFC Grady L. Hill

FULL SERVICE AUTOMOTIVE CENTER
MILITARY DISCOUNT

ASE Certified Technicians   *   State Inspections/Emission Repairs

7735 Alabama St. (915) 755-1681
dhillshopdog13@yahoo.com

2 STORY HOME
2400 WHEELING AVE

2,200 SQ/FT
3 BEDROOM

3 BATHS
Living & Dining room, Master 
Suite, Walk in Closet, Large 

Den, Remodeled Kitchen 2 Bal-
conies, city views, 2 car garage

FAMILY WELCOME

$1,800
(915)533-5943

HOME FOR RENT
2 bdrm/2 ba home, far 

eastside. Add’l storage unit 
included. No pets. Non-smoker 

only. $750 mo./$500 dep. 
Text for more information

915-478-2474

772-9177

HOUSE FOR RENT
Horizon 2 bdrm/1 ba/dining rm, 
enclosed porch, lg living rm w/

fireplace, dbl car garage. Currently 
occupied mother-in-law qtrs in back. 

Fully furnished, quiet cul-de-sac. 
$1000/mo/$500/dep, no pets.

262-6052

Did You Know ...

We are honored to serve the Seniors 
of Fort Bliss and the El Paso area

To make a referral, Call Diana Lopez: (915) 833-3332

Royal Estates of El Paso
435 S. Mesa Hills Dr. • El Paso, TX 79912

For more information, email dlopez@aventinehc.com

Royal Estates Independent Living and Assisted Living
Offers the following Services and Amenities:

• Spacious private accommodations, 
   including studio, one and two bedroom
   deluxe apartments
• Gracious dining program which includes 
   three daily meals
• Housekeeping and linen service
• Full calendar of activities and 
   social programs

• Transportation services
• Beautiful outdoor courtyards
• Elegantly furnished common areas 
   and on-site salon
• 24-hour staff and emergency 
   response system
• Pet friendly community
• VA Aid & Attendance accepted

CAN YOU 
HANDLE IT?
Here’s the deal. We don’t just want good. We want the best. 
Individuals who don’t think outside the box, because they’re too 
busy obliterating the box.
We’re currently hiring passionate Inside Sales Representatives 
and Customer Service Representatives.

Come be a part of our team. Visit aloricajobs.com
But only if you can handle it.

1440 Goodyear • El Paso, Texas 79936
915.356.3788

EMPLOYMENT >>

SUDOKU
Here’s How It Works:  

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle!

* * PUZZLE time
FORT BLISS BUGLE • February 21, 2019 • 11B
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FORT
BLISS #1 USED CAR 

DEALER IN 
EL PASO!Collection Point

STOP BY
FOR A FREE
APPRAISAL!
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ON THE LOT...
OR ONLINE AT

WWW.DICKPOE.COM

6501 MONTANA • 778-9331
CHRYSLER/JEEP

1363 AIRWAY • 779-0100
DODGE • RAM

2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA LTD.
4X4, STK# A15557

$41,995
ONLY 7K MILES

MORE THAN

500
USED CARS, TRUCKS, 

VANS AND SUVs
TO CHOOSE FROM!

USED CAR AMERICA

TRUCK 
MONTH!

OVER 100 USED TRUCKS 
TO CHOOSE FROM

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND LICENSE. ON APPROVED CREDIT. GOOD DAY OF AD ONLY. ALL DISCOUNTS FROM DICK POE. ALL REBATES ARE FROM THE MANUFACTURERS. RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.

2017 FORD F-250  
STK# A15550

$43,995
BIG FORD TRUCK

2018 FORD F-150  
STK# P1509

$39,995
WHY BUY NEW

4X4, STK# A15557

$41,995

STK# A15550

$43,995

STK# P1509

$39,995

2018 RAM 1500 BIG HORN
STK# A15588

$32,995
TRUCK OF YEAR

2019 RAM 1500
STK# P1738

$33,995
LIKE NEW

2017 TOYOTA TACOMA
STK# A15554

$33,995
A REAL BARGAIN

2014 FORD F-150
STK# C8244A

$27,995
PRICED TO SELL

2018 NISSAN ARMADA SV
STK# A15801

$29,995
HONEY OF A DEAL

2017 FORD TRANSIT 150
STK# P1629

$22,995
CARGO VAN

2017 CHEVY SUBURBAN
C1500 LT, STK# A15674

$34,995
NOT A MISTAKE

2018 FORD F-150
STK# P1508

$31,995
NICE RIDE

2017 CHEVY EXPRESS G3500
15 PASSENGER VAN, STK# A15482

$21,995
WHAT A STEAL

2017 CHEVY COLORADO
STK# P1543

$20,995
LIKE NEW

2017 CHEVROLET IMPALA
STK# A15425

 $16,995
NICE CHEVY

2016 VW PASSAT SEL
STK# A15439

$20,995
WHY BUY NEW

2018 CADILLAC XTS LUXURY
STK# A15452

 $30,995
PURE LUXURY

2011 DODGE DURANGO
STK# T28632A

$12,995

2017 JEEP WRANGLER
STK# P1714

$25,995
4X4

2018 RAM 2500
STK# P1656

 $48,995
DIESEL

2018 TOYOTA TACOMA
STK# A15583

$33,995
HARD TO FIND

2016 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
STK# T28650A

$29,995
A BEAUTY

2017 CHEVROLET COLORADO
STK# A15552

$19,995
PRICED TO SELL

2011 FORD F-150
STK# T28672B

$17,995
PRICED TO SELL

2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA
STK# A15557

$44,995
WHY BUY NEW?

2015 GMC SIERRA 1500
STK# T29319A

$34,995
QUALITY AND PRICE

2012 FORD F-150 4X4
STK# A15545

$17,995
OFF ROAD FUN

2011 FORD F-250 SUPER DUTY
STK# P1563

$17,995
WON’T LAST

2018 FORD TRANSIT-250
CARGO VAN

$25,995
TWO TO CHOOSE FROM

2012 FORD F-150
STK# C8334A

$21,995
PRICED TO SELL

26026A, LOW PAYMENTS 
2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA ...................................$7,995 
26075A, TAX TIME 
2016 NISSAN VERSA ..............................................$8,995 
A15408A, LOW PAYMENTS 
2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN ..................$8,995
26057A, A LITTLE BEAUTY 
2016 DODGE DART SE .......................................$10,995
A15599A, HOT RED & READY 
2014 DODGE DART RALLYE ...........................$10,995
26006C, HARD TO FIND 
2004 JEEP WRANGLER SE ...............................$10,995
A15839, STUDENT CAR 
2017 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE ES ......................$10,995
A15805, STEAL THIS ONE 
2015 NISSAN SENTRA SV ...............................$10,995   
25932B 
2016 CHEVY CRUZE LT .......................................$12,995
25821A 
2014 FORD EDGE SE ............................................$12,995
A15696 
2011 DODGE DAKOTA EXT CAB ................$12,995
25957A 
2015 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT .......................$14,995
A15615 
2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT .........$15,995
A15581A 
2016 JEEP COMPASS SPORT .........................$15,995
A15570 
2017 CHEVY CRUZE LT .......................................$15,995
A15568 
2015 NISSAN ALTIMA SV ................................$15,995
4827A 
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA LE ...........................$15,995
25754A 
2017 HYUNDAI VELOSTER .............................$16,995
A15624 
2017 NISSAN ALTIMA SV ................................$16,995
A15608 
2017 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT .......................$16,995
A15578 
2016 KIA OPTIMA LX .........................................$16,995
A15475 
2017 CHEVY MALIBU LT ....................................$16,995

A15654 
2017 CHEVY MALIBU LT ....................................$16,995 
A15528 
2017 JEEP RENEGADE LATITDUE ................$16,995
A15601 
2017 FORD FUSION SE HYBRID .................$17,995
A15565 
2017 DODGE JOURNEY SE .............................$17,995 
A15519 
2018 CHEVY CRUZE LT HATCHBACK ......$17,995
A15408 
2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN ..............$17,995
A15386A 
2018 FORD FUSION SE ......................................$18,995 
A15641 
2017 DODGE JOURNEY CROSSROADS .....$18,995
A15637 
2017 CHEVY IMPALA LT ....................................$18,995
A15598 
2018 TOYOTA COROLLA SE ...........................$18,995
A15346 
2017 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE .............................$18,995
A15545 
2012 FORD F-150 4X4 ......................................$18,995
26038A 
2014 CHEVY CAMARO LT ................................$18,995
A15552 
2017 CHEVY COLORADO LT ..........................$20,995
A15482, 15 PASSENGER 
2017 CHEVY EXPRESS G3500 VAN ........$21,995
A15746, PURE LUXURY 
2015 LEXUS ES350 ...............................................$22,995
A15537A 
2011 CHEVY SILVERADO CREW CAB 4X4 .....$23,995
25932A 
2016 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT 4X4 .........$26,995
25897A 
2015 TOYOTA TACOMA PRERUNNER TRD .....$27,995
A15429 
2017 RAM 1500 LONESTAR .........................$27,995
A15640
2018 CHEVY SILVERADO C1500 ...............$28,995
A15538, ONLY 500 MADE
2016 CHEVY CORVETTE Z06 C7.R ............$87,995

T29173B 
2010 VW JETTA ............................................................$5,995
T28585B 
2007 JEEP COMMANDER .....................................$7,995
P1441A 
2014 FORD FIESTA .....................................................$9,995
P1716 
2017 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE ..................................$9,995
C8208C 
2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA ....................................$9,995
T28636A 
2013 CHEVROLET EQUINOX .........................$10,995
P1719 
2017 NISSAN VERSA ..........................................$11,995
P1761 
2018 NISSAN VERSA ..........................................$11,995
T28495A 
2012 HYUNDAI AZERA .....................................$12,995
T29353A 
2014 CHEVY CAPTIVA ........................................$12,995
P1673 
2016 FIAT 500X ......................................................$13,995
P1577 
2017 HYUNDAI ACCENT ..................................$13,995
P1704 
2017 HYUNDAI VELOSTER .............................$13,995
P1763 
2014 JEEP PATRIOT ...............................................$13,995
P1479B 
2013 CHEVY CAMARO ......................................$14,995
P1606 
2018 TOYOTA YARIS ...........................................$15,995
T28614A 
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA ..................................$15,995
C9033A 
2015 FORD FOCUS ................................................$15,995
P1750 
2017 CHEVY CRUZE .............................................$15,995
T29193A 
2015 CHRYSLER T&C ............................................$16,995
P1473A 
2017 JEEP RENEGADE ........................................$16,995
T29357A 
2014 RAM 1500 .....................................................$17,995

C8327A 
2015 DODGE CHALLENGER ...........................$17,995 
T28640A 
2017 CHEVY EQUINOX ........................................$18,995
T29003B 
2015 HONDA CROSSTOUR ............................$18,995
P1759 
2018 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER ...................$18,995
P1712 
2018 CHEVY IMAPLA ..........................................$19,995
P1427 
2017 FORD TAURUS .............................................$19,995
P1599 
2017 SUBARU IMPREZA ...................................$19,995
P1721 
2018 TOYOTA CAMRY.........................................$19,995
P1581A 
2017 VW JETTA ........................................................$19,995
P1731 
2017 FORD MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE .........$20,995
T29177B 
2017 HONDA ACCORD .....................................$20,995
T29364A 
2017 HONDA ACCORD .....................................$20,995
P1709 
2018 CHRYSLER 300 LIMITED ......................$21,995
T29368A 
2014 RAM 1500 .....................................................$22,995
T29270A 
2017 NISSAN TITAN ............................................$26,995
P1748 
2018 DODGE DURANGO .................................$30,995
P1746 
2017 RAM 2500 .....................................................$35,995
P1723 
2018 FORD F-250 ..................................................$39,995
P1685 
2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA ....................................$39,995
C9076A
2018 CHEVY TAHOE .............................................$48,995
T28544B 
2015 CHEVY CORVETTE .....................................$65,995
T29366A 
2018 FORD F150 RAPTOR ..............................$72,995

2018 RAM 2500 
CREW CAB, DIESEL, 4X4CREW CAB, DIESEL, 4X4

7 TO CHOOSE FROM!
CHECK IT OUT!

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO
STK# P1488

$34,995
NICE TRUCK

2018 AUDI A6 
SEDAN

$34,995
STK# P1700, WHY BUY NEW?
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