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Satellite launch 
enhances comms 
for Army missions
By Sean Kimmons | Army News Service

FORT MEADE, Md. – A high-capaci-
ty military communications satellite was 
launched March 15 in an ongoing effort 
to provide ground troops with the ability 
to send larger transmissions quicker.

The satellite, which costs about $424 
million, is the tenth one to join the Wide-
band Global Satellite Communication 
constellation that connects to the De-
fense Information Systems Network. 

It was launched from Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station in Florida aboard a 
Delta IV rocket. 

“Bandwidth capacity and demand 
continue to increase,” said Col. Enrique 
Costas, project manager for Defense 
Communications and Army Transmis-
sion Systems. “And as we know, WGS 
is the workhorse of the [Defense Depart-
ment].”

The colonel’s offi ce – which falls 
under Program Executive Offi ce Enter-
prise Information Systems, or PEO EIS 
– manages strategic satellite and terres-
trial communications programs worth 
over $3 billion.

The WGS constellation can process 
more than 3.6 gigabits per second of 
data for strategic and tactical users – ten 
times more than the previous system. 

It operates at both X-band and Ka-
band, which can enable networks for 
C4ISR: tactical command, control, com-
munications, computers, intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance. 

“It’s extremely reliable and it has a lot 
of bandwidth capacity,” Costas said. 

For Soldiers on the battlefi eld, that 
could mean faster, better decision mak-
ing. 

A high-value target, for instance, is 
identifi ed by an unmanned aerial vehi-
cle, which transmits video and data to an 
operations center via reliable bandwidth 
from the satellites. 

“I need to transmit that signal from the 
point of collection all the way back to 
the center, where the decision is going 
to be made to whether or not to pull the 
trigger or deploy a team,” Costas said. 

An uninterrupted, secured communi-
cations link is also needed during critical 
missions on the national scale. 

Another example, he said, could be an 
order given by the president to a combat-
ant commander to conduct a time-sensi-
tive mission. 

“I want to make sure that that signal 
does not go down at any time during 
that conversation to make a critical deci-
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By John Vandiver | Defense Media Activity

STUTTGART, Germany — The Pentagon 
dispatched 1,500 soldiers from Fort Bliss to 
Germany March 19 in a snap mobilization de-
signed to test the military’s ability to respond 
in a crisis.

Soldiers with 2nd Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team, 1st Armored Division arrived in 
Berlin and moved on to training grounds in 
Poland for live-fi re drills, U.S. Army Europe 
said.

“Our ability to rapidly surge combat-ready 
forces into and across the theater is critical in 
projecting forces at a moment’s notice to sup-
port the NATO alliance,” USAREUR said in a 
statement. “However, this deployment is not 
in response to any real world situation.”

The purpose is to “exercise the U.S. Army’s 
ability to rapidly alert, recall and deploy under 
emergency conditions.”

The sudden deployment is the latest sign of 
how the Pentagon’s “Dynamic Force Employ-

Staff Sgt. Kris Bonet / 24th Theater Public Affairs Support Element
Richard Grenell, U. S. ambassador to Germany, U.S. Army Maj. Gen. John Gronski, deputy commanding 
general for the Army National Guard, and German Army Maj. Gen. Carsten Breuer, commander of the 
Bundeswehr Territorial Tasks Command, receive a third wave of Soldiers with 2nd Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team, 1st Armored Division, arriving at Berlin-Tegel Airport, Germany, as part of an emergency deploy-
ment readiness exercise, March 2. Soldiers from 2nd ABCT, 1st AD deployed to Europe at the direction 
of the Secretary of Defense to exercise the U.S. Army’s ability to rapidly alert, recall and deploy under 
emergency conditions.

Soldiers head to Europe
Pentagon sends 
Fort Bliss troops on 
snap deployment 

See SATELLITE Page 2A

>> BEST WARRIOR
David Poe / USAG Fort Bliss PA

Lt. Col. Steven Clower, commander of the Fort Bliss-based 204th Military Intelligence Battalion, fastens an Army Commendation Medal to the the lapel 
of Sgt. Ryan Nelson near the battalion headquarters on East Fort Bliss March 15. Following four days of rigorous evaluations, Nelson was one of three 
Soldiers to be named his unit’s Best Warrior and will go on to represent the unit at the 116th MI Brigade Best Warrior competition at Fort Gordon, Ga. 
The 204th MI Bn. is an independent unit that conducts highly-specialized aerial reconnaissance missions across the globe and their Soldiers deploy 
on a constant rotation of three-to-six months.

See EUROPE Page 2A

United Launch Alliance
A Delta IV rocket carrying the Air Force’s 
Wideband Global Satcom-10 satellite lifts 
off from Space Launch Complex-37 at Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla., March 15. 
“Bandwidth capacity and demand continue 
to increase,” said Col. Enrique Costas, proj-
ect manager for Defense Communications 
and Army Transmission Systems. “And as we 
know, WGS is the workhorse of the [Defense 
Department].”



sion,” he said. 
Based at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, his office 

helps provide ground infrastructure and con-
trol capabilities to assure communications 
through the WGS constellation and legacy 
Defense Satellite Communications System 
constellation.

Soldiers from the 53rd Signal Battalion 
manage five Wideband SATCOM Opera-
tions Centers providing global transmissions 

and payload control of the WGS and DSCS 
constellation.

The capabilities these satellites give Sol-
diers, he added, fits well with where the 
Army is heading in its future fighting con-
cept of multi-domain operations.

“SATCOM is one of the ingredients of 
transmitting communications reliably … 
to fight and win our nation’s wars,” Costas 
said. “These constellations give us global ac-
cess, global bandwidth transmission for all 
those mission sets or battlefield domains.”

While multi-domain operations will heav-
ily rely on partners, SATCOM is no differ-
ent. 

“This is a team effort across DOD, in part-
nership with the Air Force and industry part-
ners,” he said. “We cannot get to this day to 
day without the close collaboration between 
industry, the other service components, spe-
cifically the technical prowess from the Air 
Force to put this into orbit, so we can then 
go to work.”

Latest sensor up-
grades boost recon 
vehicle capabilities
By Shawn Nesaw | U.S. Army  

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Md. – 
A snowy, frigid February morning didn’t stop 
leaders and stakeholders from turning out to 
view the highly-anticipated Stryker Nuclear, 
Biological and Chemical Reconnaissance Ve-
hicle Sensor Suite Upgrade program demon-
stration. 

The NBCRV demonstration - held at the 
Combat Capabilities Development Com-
mand  Chemical Biological Center - provided 
a first look for many at the brand new suite of 
chemical sensors deployed on the NBCRV, a 
huge leap forward in terms of capabilities for 
not only the vehicle but for CBRNE Soldiers 
tasked with operating and carrying out mis-
sions using the NBCRV. 

“We’re not writing about the future, we’re 
not thinking about the future, we’re building 
the future,” Lt. Col. Jeffrey Strauss of the Joint 
Program Executive Office for Chemical, Bio-
logical, Radiological and Nuclear Defense, 
Joint Project Manager for Nuclear, Biological 
and Chemical Contamination Avoidance said 
during his opening remarks.
Upgrading with purpose

Currently, CBRN Soldiers investigate po-
tential CBRN threats at close range from a 
slow-moving or completely stopped vehicle, 
sometimes directly exposing the vehicle to the 
threat in order to conduct sampling and often 

creating an easy target for the enemy. It was 
clear to many in the Science and Technology 
(S&T) community, the CBRNE community 
and the Army that the NBCRV had opportuni-
ties for modernization. 

“This capability is meant to operate outside 
the threat,” Scott Kimmel, deputy comman-
dant of the U.S. Army CBRN School said. 
“NBCRV has to operate with a cavalry squad-
ron because the days of the NBCRV being left 
in the rear of the fight are over.” 

The team developing the sensor suite up-
grade had three main goals to accomplish. 

The team had to develop a standalone 
package allowing the sensors package to be 
placed anywhere. To increase Soldier safety, 
the package needed to perform remote detec-
tion. Additionally, on-the-move detection was 
a necessity. 

With only 150 days to produce a working 
prototype, teams came together to design, de-
velop and prototype the sensor suite package. 
The CCDC Chemical Biological Center’s ad-
ditive manufacturing facility leveraged their 
in-house rapid prototyping capability to en-
sure timely delivery. 
NBCRV demo highlights

The morning’s demonstration at the CCDC 
Chemical Biological Center’s additive manu-
facturing facility and test range site involved 
one NBCRV, one unmanned ground vehicle 
and one Humvee. Sensor packages were 
mounted atop both the NBCRV and UGV. The 
sensor package was also loaded on a trailer 
towed behind a Humvee to illustrate the sen-
sor package’s ability to be forward deployed 
in a variety of ways and on a variety of plat-
forms. 

As the snow continued to fall, visitors and 
sensor operators interacted during a static dis-
play of the technology, asking questions and 
giving feedback. 
A collaborative effort

The NBCRV marks a major milestone for 
the CBRNE community, not only in terms of 
the capability developed but in terms of col-
laboration among so many organizations. 

“This has really been a tremendous effort to 
ensure we’re delivering the best capabilities to 
the warfighter,” Strauss said. “It’s been a team 
of teams, not a singular effort, to make this all 
come together.”

“It’s taken a whole lot of folks to make this 
work,” said Douglas Bryce, Executive Officer 
of JPEO-CBRND. “Our requirements genera-
tor, our S&T folks, our advanced development 
and our testers all have to come together and 
the success of the NBCRV is a great testament 
to everyone involved. This effort reinforces 
the importance of collaboration with our part-
ners.” 

In May, the team of operators will show-
case the NBCRV’s capabilities at the Joint 
Warfighter Assessment 2019 in Washington 
state.
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Shawn Nesaw / U.S. Army  
Senior leaders and VIP stakeholders observe the sensor suite upgrade atop the NBCRV at CCDC Chemi-
cal Biological Center in Maryland March 20.
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ment” strategy is altering how the Army operates in the U.S. 
European Command area.

The concept, developed by former Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis, calls for more unpredictable deployments designed to 
showcase military agility to potential adversaries.

Earlier this month, the U.S. military also deployed an ad-
vanced missile defense system to Israel where it will operate 
from various locations in an effort to bolster Israeli defenses. 
That Army mission also tapped Fort Bliss soldiers, including 
the 11th Air Defense Artillery Brigade and the 32nd Army 
Air and Missile Defense Command.

The force that arrived in Germany under the Dynamic 
Force Employment concept “makes our activities unpredict-
able to potential adversaries … while maintaining strategic 
predictability for our NATO allies and partners,” USAREUR 
said.

The Soldiers travelled on to Drawsko Pomorskie Training 
Area, in Poland, where they will use more than 700 pieces 
of equipment pulled from an Army prepositioned equip-
ment site in Eygelshoven, Netherlands. The Soldiers will 
train with their Polish counterparts over the next few weeks, 
USAREUR said.

“The training will culminate with a gunnery and a com-
bined live-fire exercise. Once the exercise is complete, the 

unit will return to Fort Bliss and the equipment will return to 
Eygelshoven,” USAREUR said.

The Army relies on pre-positioned weapons stockpiles to 
make up for a smaller number of permanently based troops 
in Europe, where both manpower and weaponry were scaled 
back after the Cold War.

In response to concerns about a more aggressive Russia, 
the military in Europe has been building up weapons stock-
piles, which forces rotating into Europe can draw from for 
training or in a crisis.

The weapons stocks “reduce deployment timelines, im-
prove deterrence capabilities and provide additional combat 
power,” USAREUR said.

EUROPE Continued from Page 1A

SATELLITE Continued from Page 1A

GERMAN AIR FORCE PROFICIENCY BADGE
>> THE HONOR OF IT ALL
Sgt. Christopher Hernandez, 210th RSG / MaD Bde. 

Spc. Michael Vallerie marches with other Soldiers during the 12-kilometer road march during the German Armed Forces Badge for Military Pro-
ficiency evaluation at Fort Bliss March 14. The badge is a decoration of the Bundeswehr, the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
but can also be obtained by allied troops.



By David Burge | Special for the Bugle

The large-scale Roving Sands exercise at 
Fort Bliss is designed to test all facets of Air 
Defense units and get them ready to deploy. 

The exercise – held March 1-11 – featured 
about 2,300 Soldiers from as far away as 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Washington.

It tested and validated Air Defense units 
from across the 32nd Army Air and Missile 
Defense Command, which is headquartered 
at Fort Bliss but oversees troops at fi ve U.S. 
installations and four foreign countries.

The 32nd AAMDC uses the exercise as 
a culminating training event and to make 
sure its far-fl ung units are ready to deploy 
anywhere in the world at a moment’s notice, 
said Brig. Gen. Clem Coward, commanding 
general for the Air Defense command.

“There isn’t another place in the United 
States where you can realistically train in 
this type of environment,” Coward said. 
“Our units can get fully stressed in moving 

their equipment, maintaining their equip-
ment and coordinating with adjacent units.”

The wide-open space at Fort Bliss – and 
extending into adjacent White Sands Missile 
Range – lends itself perfectly to stress all as-
pects of a unit’s readiness, including basic 
Soldier skills, Coward said.

“The hard thing we are getting after in this 
exercise is shooting, moving and communi-
cating,” Coward said.

Bravo Battery, 1st Battalion, 7th Air De-
fense Artillery Regiment got to practice 
packing up all its Patriot equipment from 
its home station of Fort Bragg and moving 
three-quarters of the way across the country.

By participating in Roving Sands, Bravo 
Battery got to replicate what it is like to rap-
idly deploy anywhere in the world and then 
set up operations, from the ground up, in an 
austere environment, said Capt. Josh Silve-
rio, the battery commander.

Silverio’s battery transported its equip-
ment using railcars and trucks, he said.

“It is something you can’t replicate,” he 
said. “You can talk about it all day, but un-
til you actually crawl under that truck and 
secure it with those chains, you don’t know 
what it is like.”

Sgt. Cahner Harris, also with Bravo Bat-
tery, said the most important part of any de-
ployment or mission is being able to quickly 
move their equipment and set up operations.

And Roving Sands is excellent practice 
for that, Harris said.

“It is absolutely vital to accomplishing our 
mission,” he said. “Honestly, the biggest part 
of air defense is to be able to pick up quickly 
and move.”

Spc. Colton Wakley, with Bravo Battery, 
said Roving Sands is excellent training for 
whatever mission lies ahead.

“It is preparing us to deploy anywhere in 
the world,” Wakley said. “It is preparing us 
to operate in an austere environment and be 
ready to deploy anywhere and support the 
fi ght and push it.”

Besides air defense units, Roving Sands 
included Marines, the Texas National Guard 

and other units from across the Army, who 
all provided support for the training event.

The 372nd Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion is a Texas National Guard unit 
based out of Dallas. It provided food, water, 
fuel and other support to the units participat-
ing in the exercise.

“It is really conducive to ‘training like 
we fi ght,’ so to speak,” said Lt. Col. Rusty 
Weedman, commander of the 372nd 
CSSB.  

“It is great (training) whether we are go-
ing to deploy for a federal mission – we are 
National Guard – or deploy in support of a 
domestic response type mission” Weedman 

said. “It is a great training environment to 
do that.”

Capt. Eric Amstutz is commander of the 
112th Quartermaster Field Services Com-
pany, a National Guard unit from Corsicana, 
Texas. He said Roving Sands provided in-
credible training for his unit.

“Being part of a CSSB, we are supposed 
to be dynamic and fl uid and fi t in wherever 
we need to be pigeonholed into and sustain 
the fi ght,” he said.

Roving Sands was held regularly in the 
1990s. After a 15-year hiatus, it was res-
urrected by the 32nd AAMDC last year to 
serve as a culminating training event.

Training is the oil that keeps the 
engine of our Army running
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King Cobra exercise helps
empower junior leaders  ■ 9A  

Unit Briefs
Run for the Fallen 5K and 1-mile walk: Bring the whole 
family to remember those who made the ultimate sacrifi ce April 
13 at Run for the Fallen 5K and 1-mile walk. There will be a re-
membrance ceremony at 8:30 a.m. at the Field of Honor, where 
the names of the fallen will be read. The race begins at 9 a.m. 
Registration required and can be done until April 7 at Soto, 
Stout, Milam PFCs, or raceroster.com through April 10. Race fee 
includes a t-shirt. $15/pp. Late Registration and packet pick-up 
will be available April 12 from 4:30-7pm at the Freedom Cross-
ing Food Court. $10 fee incurred for late registration. 744-5785

Armed Forces Day Parade: Join FMWR for their second an-
nual Armed Forces Day Parade May 18. This year they’ll have 
the very popular parade of fl oats, marching bands, military ve-
hicles, community organizations and horses through West Fort 
Bliss. Parade begins at 10 a.m. on Pershing Road with activi-
ties to follow on Noel Parade Field. They are looking for fl oats, 
military units, schools, marching bands and community organi-
zations to participate. Deadline April 22. 568-2554 or bliss.
armymwr.com

By Sgt. LaShawna Custom | 32nd Army Air and Missile Defense Command

Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery Reg-
iment, 108th ADA Brigade conducted new equipment train-
ing on the latest A4 Guided Missile Transporter that outfi ts 
the new Hydrauliska Industri AB cranes at Fort Bliss March 
19 in preparation for deployment. The Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, unit is a part of Bliss’ 32nd Army Air and Missile 
Command.  

Chief Warrant Offi cer 5 Clayton Doane, the senior air de-
fense technician for 32nd AAMDC, noted that 3-4 ADA is 
the second unit in the Army to receive the new GMT.

“The new cranes improve readiness because maintenance 
will be better and it will be easier to keep them going,” said 
Doane.

Allen Peterson, a fi elding team chief for heavy tactical 
vehicles, who coordinates and conducts fi elding new equip-
ment and training for KBRwyle, observed the Soldiers eight-
hour operator familiarization training.

“It is imperative that we provide Soldiers with new sys-
tems to conduct their mission,” said Peterson. “The old GMT 
cranes are out of date and you can no longer order parts for 
them. This is the new and improved model. It functions as the 
old one with the same three-way movement as it loads patriot 

missiles. It has new controls and a new computer system.”
“I feel pretty good about this new equipment,” said Sgt. 

Charles Jurgel, a Patriot launching station enhanced operator 
and maintainer. “The operating system functions very well. 
It is similar to our older system but they have added more 
safety precautions into the equipment.”

Another Soldier from 3-4 ADA expressed the importance 
of having these new, effi cient resources before they excel in 
their upcoming mission.

“I’m glad they are fi elding us with new equipment,” said 
Sgt. 1st Class Labronze Wilkins, a Patriot launching station 
enhanced operator and maintainer. “The training has been 
good because we can get hands-on with the equipment be-
fore taking on a challenging mission outside of garrison. 
Anything that will allow us to perform better at our jobs is 
always highly recommended.” 

Transporting lethality: New crane increases readiness 

Exercise brings deployment realism stateside

Photos by Sgt. LaShawna Custom / 32nd AAMDC
Soldiers from Bravo Battery, 62nd Air Defense Artillery Regiment, Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, 
69th ADA Brigade, based out of Fort Hood, conduct THAAD reload training March 5 during Roving Sands 
19 at Fort Bliss.           

Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 
108th Air Defense Artillery Brigade conducted new equipment 
training on the latest A4 Guided Missile Transporter March 19 at 
Fort Bliss. 3-4 ADA is the second unit in the Army to receive the 
new GMT.

A Soldier from 299th Chemical Company, 103th 
Chemical Battalion, 149th Maneuver Enhance-
ment Bde., decontaminates a M4 carbine assault 
rifl e from Delta Btry., 3rd Bn., 4th ADA Regiment, 
108th ADA Bde., after the unit was struck by a 
CBRN threat while on a convoy March 8 during 
the Roving Sands exercise at Fort Bliss.             

M I S S I O N  A C C O M P L I S H E D

ROVING SANDS 19

Sgt. LaShawna Custom / 32nd AAMDC 
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(Right) Col. Ben Skardon, poses at the mile 8 marker 
of the Bataan Memorial Death March.

(Far right) Col. Ben Skardon, walks in the Bataan Me-
morial Death March.

Col. Ben Skardon, a WWII POW and recipient of two Silver Stars, prepares to walk in the 2019 Bataan Memorial Death March 
at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., March 17, St. Patrick’s Day. This was the 12th year Skardon walked in the memorial 
march. He is 101 years old, and the only survivor of the actual death march to walk in the memorial march. After he retired 
from the Army, he came back to Clemson and taught English until his retirement in 1982. 

>> 101-YEAR OLD 
CLEMSON GRAD, 
BATAAN SURVIVOR 
COMPLETES WSMR 
MEMORIAL MARCH 
SATURDAY
Photos by Ken Scar / U.S. Army Cadet Command (Army ROTC)

Retired U.S. Army Col. Ben Skardon, a 101-year-old 
survivor of the Bataan Death March and revered 
alumnus and professor emeritus of Clemson Uni-
versity, marched with friends, family and the greater 
Clemson Army ROTC community at White Sands Mis-
sile Range, New Mexico, Saturday.

Col. Ben Skardon, dances with the “cowbell guy” af-
ter walking in the Bataan Memorial Death March at 
White Sands Missile Range, N.M., Saturday.



By Sgt. 1st Class Jon Soucy | Sgt. 1st Class Jon Soucy

ARLINGTON, Va. – Provisions allow-
ing Guard members to transfer some or all 
of their Post-9/11 GI Bill benefi ts to their 
spouses or children are set to change, limit-
ing the timeframe Soldiers and airmen can 
transfer those benefi ts.

“You have to have a minimum of six years 
[in service] in order to be eligible to transfer 
benefi ts, and after 16 years you’re no longer 
eligible,” said Don Sutton, GI Bill program 
manager with the Army National Guard, de-
scribing the changes set to go into effect July 
12.

The six-years-of-service rule isn’t new, 
said Sutton.

“You’ve always had to have a minimum of 
six years of service in order to transfer your 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefi ts,” he said, adding 
the big change is the cutoff at 16 years of 
service.

“You’ll have a ten-year window in which 
to transfer benefi ts,” he said, stressing that 
Guard members won’t lose the benefi ts after 
16 years of service, just the ability to trans-
fer them to their spouses, children or other 
dependents.

“The Post-9/11 GI Bill and the transfer of 
benefi ts are two entirely different and sepa-
rate programs,” said Sutton. “Even though 
Soldiers may be ineligible to transfer ben-
efi ts, they still have the Post-9/11 for their 
own use.”

For those interested in transferring their 
benefi ts, an additional four-year service ob-
ligation is still required.

“The [transfer of benefi ts] is a retention 
incentive,” said Sutton. “It’s designed to 
keep people in the service.”

Being able to transfer benefi ts to a depen-
dent may have been perceived by some ser-
vice members as an entitlement, said Sutton, 
adding that was one of the reasons for the 
timeframe change.

“In law, transferring those benefi ts has 

always been designed as a retention incen-
tive,” he said.

The exact number of Guard members who 
may be impacted by the change wasn’t avail-
able, said Sutton, adding that among those 
who could be affected are those who didn’t 
qualify for Post-9/11 GI Bill benefi ts until 
later in their career.

“We do have a small population of Sol-
diers who [were] over 16 years [of service] 
before they did their fi rst deployment,” he 
said. 

Some Guard members who may have 
earned the benefi ts early on, but didn’t have 
dependents until later in their careers, may 
also be affected.

“They joined at 18 and now they’re 15, 
16 years in and they get married or have 
kids later on in life,” said Sutton, who urged 
Guard members who plan on transferring 
their benefi ts to do so as soon as they are 
eligible.

“If you wait, you’re potentially going to 
miss out,” he said.

Some Guard members may have been 
waiting to transfer the benefi ts until their 
children reach college age.

“There sometimes are some misconcep-
tions that they have to wait until their kids 
are college age or that they’re high school 
seniors in order to do the transfer,” said Sut-
ton, adding there is no age requirement to 
transfer Post-9/11 benefi ts to dependent chil-
dren.

“As soon as a child is born and registered 
in DEERS [Defense Enrollment Eligibility 
Reporting System], you can transfer,” he 
said.

After that transfer has been completed, 
Guard members can still make changes to 
how those benefi ts are divided between de-
pendents or which dependent receives those 
benefi ts.

“Once the transfer is executed, and you’ve 
agreed to that service obligation, you can add 

dependents in, and you can move months 
around between dependents,” said Sutton. 
“It’s just that initial transfer has to be done 
before you hit 16 years of service.”

However, there is one group of Guard 
members who will not be affected by any 
of the changes: those who have received the 
Purple Heart since Sept. 11, 2001.

“The only rule around transferring ben-
efi ts that applies [to those individuals] is 

you have to still be in the service to transfer 
them.”

Regardless of status, Sutton reiterated that 
Guard members are better off transferring 
those benefi ts sooner rather than later.

“Transfer as soon as you’re eligible,” he 
said. “Don’t miss the boat because you’ve 
been eligible for ten years and you just didn’t 
do it.” 

Guard members to see changes in 
GI Bill transfer benefi ts this summer

Pat Molnar / U.S. Army
National Guard members will soon see changes to the program that allows them to transfer their 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefi ts to their spouse or children that will limit the time frame they can initiate 
that transfer. Set to go in effect July 12, Guard members will need to have served six years before 
they can transfer benefi ts and they must transfer the benefi ts by the time they hit 16 years of ser-
vice. Additionally, Guard members must extend their enlistment contract by at least four years to 
transfer benefi ts.
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By Sgt. LaShawna Custom |
32nd Army Air and Missile Defense Command

Observer Coach/Trainers monitored units 
during the 32nd Army Air and Missile De-
fense Command’s Roving Sands 19 air de-
fense exercise held at Fort Bliss March 1-11.

The outsider approach to training observa-
tion, coupled with Fort Bliss’ broad training 
area and austere conditions, provided critical 
feedback and a comprehensive evaluation.

OC/Ts are subject-matter experts on doc-
trine and in their specifi c warfi ghting func-
tions. They are selected based on rank, mili-
tary occupational specialty and experience.

To become certifi ed and graduate as an 
OC/T, these experts must pass an approxi-
mately week-long course. Additionally, they 
receive a rigorous training program. 

During Roving Sands 19, OC/Ts facili-
tated the AAR process by asking questions 
and listening to unit responses on how they 
viewed what was supposed to happen, what 
happened, and how the training could be im-
proved. This allowed units to evaluate them-
selves, which could positively affect future 
training events.

“I like being an OC/T,” said Sgt. 1st Class 
Thedros Poinsette, a chemical, biological, 
radiological and nuclear defense (CBRN) 
OC/T from 4th Battalion, 306th Brigade 
Engineer Battalion, 188th Infantry Brigade 
from Fort Stewart, Georgia. “It’s a good 
thing when you can train them on troop lead-
ing procedures and show them what right 
looks like for them to achieve success.”

The 299th Chemical Company, 103rd 
Chemical Battalion, 149th Maneuver En-
hancement Brigade was one of the units 
evaluated and served as the CBRN enabler 
support element when a CBRN threat struck 
Delta Battery, 3rd Bn., 4th ADA Regt., 108th 
ADA Bde’s convoy. After reporting the at-
tack, Delta planned an alternate route and 
moved through the decontamination line.

“It is rewarding when you are assigned a 
unit and you can show them different aspects 
of their job so that they can have a broader 
spectrum of their skill set,” Poinsette added.

Another mission the chemical company 
had during Roving Sands included identi-
fying a chemical threat. After approaching 
a site, the Soldiers searched and conducted 

sampling to exploit the specimen to higher 
headquarters to get a positive identifi cation.

“You always want to leave a unit better 
than you found them,” Poinsette concluded. 

“If it’s a great unit, you sustain them. If it’s a 
good unit, you make them great.”

The end goal is to ensure mission success. 
The criticism and fi xes that OC/Ts provide 
make units more profi cient. It is about learn-
ing new tactics as OC/Ts offer an outside 
perspective on a unit’s overall performance.

Elsewhere during Roving Sands, Bravo 
Battery, 62nd Air Defense Artillery Regi-
ment, Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, 
69th ADA Bde. based out of Fort Hood, con-
ducted THAAD reload training. These Sol-
diers had to drop the pallet, break it down, 
reconstruct and reload the launcher within 
two hours.

“THAAD plays a role by providing up-
tier coverage and coordinating engagements 
with Patriot,” said 1st Lt. Timothy Matzke, 
a standardization tactics OC/T from Fort 
Bliss’ 11th ADA Bde. “Essentially, we work 
with our Patriot brothers and sisters to pro-
vide a higher fi delity of tactical ballistic mis-
sile defense.”

OC/Ts are considered the eyes and ears for 
the command team and increase knowledge 
capacity, while enhancing training and unit 
readiness.

“Within the scope of the mission event list, 
I can prompt questions that will cause them 
to respond to things they were not aware of,” 
said Matzke. “I can make recommendations 
to commanders when it comes to training he 
can conduct.”

Although completing drills within doc-
trine is important, the main priority for an 
OC/T is to ensure training is conducted 
safely.

“If you succeed in your mission, but a 
Soldier is injured or loses their life, that’s a 
failed mission,” Matzke noted. “The goal is 
to accomplish the mission and get Soldiers 
home just as they arrived. OC/Ts have a 
huge responsibility. If anything happens to a 
Soldier while training, that is a mission fail-
ure on our part.” 

OC/Ts improved readiness during Roving Sands 19
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Sgt. LaShawna Custom / 32nd AAMDC
Soldiers from Bravo Battery, 2nd Battalion, 43rd ADA Regt., 11th ADA Bde., run an electric power 
plant cable to a supply Patriot radar while an observer coach/trainer looks on at Fort Bliss March 5.           
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PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. ALL VEHICLES PLUS TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE. GM LOYALTY OFFER – MUST OWN OR LEASE A 1999 OR NEWER GM PASSENGER CAR OR TRUCH
TO QUALIFY. GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE WITH GMF FINANCING FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. CONQUEST BONUS CASH – MUST OWN OR LEASAE A 1999 OR NEWER NON-GM PASSENGER CAR OR TRUCK TO QUALIFY. DEALER
CONTRIBUTION MAY AFFECT FINAL NEGOTIATED PRICE. MISSION CHEVROLET WILL OFFER SELECT MARKET BONUS CASH AND TEXAS EDITION BONUS CASH TO ALL CUSTOMERS REGARDLESS OF PLACE OF RESIDENCE. THESE SELECT
MARKET CASH BONUSES WILL BE OFFERED IN THE FORM OF OF MISSION SAVINGS. % OFF MAY INCLUDE MISSION SAVININGS. 1. 0% APR ON SELECT MODELS. 0% APR FINANCING NOT COMPATIBLE WITH MOST OTHER INCENTIVES.
**MUST BE IDENTICAL UNIT. MUST BRING IN A SIGNED PURCHASE ORDER FROM SELLING DEALER WITH A VIN NUMBER OF VEHICLE AND SELLING PRICE. SALE ENDS 3/31/19.

OUR
SERVICE DEPT.

NOW OPEN UNTIL
6 PM ON SATURDAYS

NEED A NEW START
1-915-474-8531

HOURS: M-F 8AM-9PM SAT. 8AM-7PM

(915) 594-1700
10George Dieter @

TX-0001272405-11

MISSION CHEVROLET WILL BEAT ANY LOCALLY ADVERTISED PRICE!**
EL PASO’S #1 GM VOLUME DEALER

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM

OFF
MSRP!

20%

OFF
MSRP!

20%

OFF
MSRP!

25%
OFF

MSRP!
25%

OFF
MSRP!

15%

OFF
MSRP!

15%

OFF
MSRP!

15%

OFF
MSRP!

25%
2018 CHEVY SILVERADO CREW CAB

“TEXAS EDITION”
2018 CHEVY SILVERADO DOUBLE CAB

“TEXAS EDITION”“TEXAS EDITION”
$33,999

+TT&L

$29,999
+TT&L

STK# 81348. MSRP $44,610. SUPPLIER PRICE $42,013.15. CUSTOMER CASH $2,000. INCREMENTAL CUSTOMER CASH $3,000.
MISSION SAVINGS $3,014.15. *WITH $1,000 LOYALTY AND $1,500 GMF DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE

FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS. O.A.C.

STK# 90192. MSRP $34,180. SELECT MARKET BONUS CASH $750. MISSION SAVINGS $3,431. O.A.C.

STOCK #81056. MSRP $24,290. PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 18% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF+ 2% GMF DPA-
OR – 18% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 2% MISSION SAVINGS

STOCK #81090. MSRP $29,180. PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 18% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF+ 2% GMF DPA-
OR – 18% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 2% MISSION SAVINGS

STK# 81304. MSRP $42,250 PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 18% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 2% GMF DPA + 5% MISSION SAVINGS –OR- 18%
STANDALONE PERCENT OFF AND 7 % MISSION SAVINGS

STK# 90328. MSRP $49,525 PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 7% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF+ 2% CONQEST CASH BACK + 2% GMF DPA + 4%
MISSION SAVINGS- OR- 7% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 8% MISSION SAVINGS

STOCK #80295. MSRP $30,105. PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 15% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF

STOCK #90079. MSRP $15,655. PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 14% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 1% MISSION SAVINGS

STK# 90689. MSRP $27,160 PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 14% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 5% CONQUEST CASH BACK + 2% GMF DPA + 4%
MISSION SAVINGS- OR- 14% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 11% MISSION SAVINGS

STK#91264. MSRP $22,435 PLUS TT&L, O.A.C. 14% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 5% CONQUEST CASH BACK + 2% GMF DPA + 4%
MISSION SAVINGS- OR- 14% STANDALONE PERCENT OFF + 11% MISSION SAVINGS

2018 CHEVY CRUZE

2019 CHEVY TRAVERSE

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX

2018 CHEVY TAHOE

2018 CHEVY CAMARO

2019 CHEVY TRAX

2018 CHEVY MALIBU 2019 CHEVY SPARK

$31,499*
+TT&L

OR

GO OFF ROADING!

BARGAIN CENTER

CERTIFIED
P R E - O W N E D EXCLUSIVE 6-YEAR/100,000 POWERTRAIN1

10K & UNDER

2017 CHEVY MALIBU

$16,999 +TT&L

STK#5192,
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM

2016 TRAVERSE LT

$25,689 +TT&L

STK#80141ASTK#90677A
ONLY 2K MILES

2018 CHEVY COLORADO

$24,826 +TT&L

STK#90243A,

2018 CHEVY EQUINOX

$21,996 +TT&L

AMERICAN MUSCLE

2017 DODGE CHARGER
STK #80661A, SCAT PACK

$38,999 + TTL

2015 CHEVY SONIC
STK#90088A, LTZ
$20,866 + TTL

2014 CHEVY CAMARO
STK # 81471A, SS
$12,946 + TTL

2015 BUICK ENCORE
STK#80879A

$14,866 + TTL

2015 CHEVY IMPALA
STK # 80226A, LT - V6, LEATHER
$20,876 + TTL

2017 CHEVY MALIBU
STK#90304A

$16,999 + TTL

2017 CHEVY COLORADO
STK# 90260A
$23,896 + TTL

2014 CAMARO
STK#81558A

$18,614 + TTL

2014 CHEVY TAHOE
STK # 81260A, LT
$24,986 + TTL

2015 CAMARO
STK#80316A, RS PKG
$19,866 + TTL

2018 GMC DENALI
STK#90333A, TOP OF THE LINE
$58,965 + TTL

LUXURY
EXOTICS

2018 RX350
STK#90621A-2, ONLY 9K MILES
$41,896 + TTL

2016 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
STK#90796A, LIMITED
$29,892 + TTL

2011 HONDA CIVIC
STK#72098A,
105K MILES

$6,999 + TTL

2014 DODGE
AVENGER

STK#81099A
$7,996 + TTL

2009 VW GTI
STK#81070A, GTI,

109K MILES
$8,925 + TTL

2011 SENTRA
STK#5170A

$8,996 + TTL

FORD FOCUS
STK#81020A
$8,699 + TTL

2012 CRUZE
STK#80219A
$8,999 + TTL

2007 GMC
SIERRA

STK # 80425A
$8,995 + TTL

2017 SONIC
STK#90459A
$9,588 + TTL

2005 CHEVY
SILVERADO
STK#81869A,
EXT CAB 4X4
$8,999 + TTL

2011 FUSION
STK#71910B
$9,976 + TTL

2012 CHEVY
EQUINOX

STK#90326A
$10,685 + TTL

2012 FORD
ESCAPE

STK#5104A
$9,999 + TTL

2013 TOYOTA
COROLLA

STK#81621B
$10,856 + TTL

2014 FORD FOCUS
STK#80787A ONLY

34K MILES
$10,866 + TTL

2014 MALIBU
STK#81361A

$10,986 + TTL

2007 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER
STK#90621A-1, TRD OFF ROAD
$13,996 + TTL

JEEP WRANGLER
STK#5130

$27,895 + TTL

2017 NISSAN FRONTIER
STK#81064A, PRO-4X, ONLY 12K MILES
$28,996 + TTL

2018 JEEP WRANGLER
STK #81444B, SPORT ONLY 3K MILES

$35,899 + TTL

2018 TITAN
STK #72424A PRO 4X
$45,866 + TTL

2011 KIA FORTE
KOUPE

STK#70834D
$7,692 + TTL

2009 TRAVERSE
STK#90140B, LT
$7,999 + TTL

2013 DART
STK#81021B-2
$8,725 + TTL

2015 HYUNDAI VELOSTER
STK#80066B

$10,995 + TTL

2011 CHEVY EQUINOX
STK#5155A, AWD

$11,795 + TTL

2013 ACURA RDX
STK#81180A-1

$15,996 + TTL

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO
STK#80858A, LT

$20,986 + TTL

2012 INFINITI G375
STK#80995,D 2D COUPE
$12,999 + TTL

2015 FORD EXPLORER
STK#80389A

$17,996 + TTL

2015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
STK#80588B

$23,999 + TTL

2015 CHEVY SONIC
STK#90088A

$11,936 + TTL

2016 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT
STK#81524A-2, R-LINE
$15,999 + TTL

2015 MERCEDES GLK
STK#80811B

$20,996 + TTL

2016 JEEP PATRIOT
STK#81275A

$13,866 + TTL

2013 DODGE RAM
STK#90270B

$18,857 + TTL

2015 FORD F-150
STK#81143A, XLT SPORT!!
$25,866 + TTL

2013 TOWN & COUNTRY
STK#5227A, LIMITED
$11,996 + TTL

2016 DODGE CARAVAN
STK# 80790A 1 OWNER ONLY 17K MILES
$16,866 + TTL

2015 FORD EXPLORER
STK#80389A

$19,986 + TTL

2014 DODGE CHARGER
STK#90489A-1

$13,892 + TTL

2012 SILVERADO
STK#72277A, CREW CAB, V8
$18,986 + TTL

2017 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
STK#81223A, ULTIMATE PKG
$25,999 + TTL

2013 NISSAN ALTIMA
STK#80454A

$11,999 + TTL

2012 FORD F-150
STK # 90323A SUPERCREW XLT
$17,866 + TTL

2016 NISSAN PATHFINDER
STK#81398A, SV

$21,999 + TTL

2011 CHEVY CAMARO
STK#81810A

$13,965 + TTL

2017 HONDA ACCORD
STK#81296A, SLT/HEMI
$18,996 + TTL

2017 CHARGER
STK#81550A, R/T ONLY 11K MILES
$25,999 + TTL

2014 CHEVY TRAVERSE
STK#810628

$13,995 + TTL

2017 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
STK#80934B, 1 OWNER
$18,999 + TTL

2016 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
STK#80920A-2, ONLY 27K MILES
$27,999 + TTL

2013 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
STK#80808A

$13,999 + TTL

2018 FORD MUSTANG
STK#81797A

$20,738 + TTL

2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA
STK#90437A

$36,999 + TTL
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By Sarah Amato | Joint Task Force North

Col. Michael J. Hester isn’t ready to say 
goodbye.

Although the former Fort Bliss garrison 
commander and 1st Armored Division chief 
of staff has concluded his military career, 
Hester and his family have decided to make 
El Paso their permanent home. 

“I would never have 
thought that we would 
fall in love with this place 
our fi rst year [here], and it 
hasn’t stopped,” he said. 
“We are going to make a 
go of it here, and the com-
munity has a lot to do with 
that.”

Hester retired during a 
ceremony highlighting his 
29 years of honorable mil-
itary service at Joint Task 
Force North headquarters 
at Fort Bliss March 1.  

The ceremony, hosted 
by Brig. Gen. Laura Yea-
ger, JTF-N commanding 
general, and attended by Fort Bliss military 
and El Paso community leaders, highlighted 
the career of the well-known colonel, highly 
regarded for his contributions to Fort Bliss 
and the greater community.

“We are here to honor a Soldier and if you 
ever walk by Mike Hester’s desk – a sign on 
his desk says ‘Soldier,’” Yeager said. “And 
he’s proud of that. He’s served for 29 years 
in the Army during a time … and [during] 
most of that, we were at war. You’ve done 
your time and that means [your] family has 
done their time too.”

Yeager called Hester a magnifi cent offi cer, 
and complimented him on the contributions 
he made to JTF-N since joining the com-
mand last summer. 

“Mike Hester is someone we are all hon-
ored to have been able to share time with,” 
she said. “He is really brilliant, and he has 
all the values that the Army holds dear. He’s 

a tremendous role model 
for all us and the service. 
He’s made a huge impact 
on the community at large 
as well as the installation 
here.”

Hester thanked his fam-
ily for their support and 
credited them for his suc-
cess while serving in the 
military. Among the many 
life lessons he learned 
from his parents, he cred-
its them for his inherited 
sense of humor, ability to 
be fi ercely loyal, profes-
sionalism, work ethic and 
“thick skin.”

Hester said he will miss the “team sport” 
aspect of the Army, and the unforgettable 
bonds he has developed throughout his 29 
years of service. He was highly complemen-
tary of noncommissioned offi cers, who he 
says helped him fall in love with the Army. 

The colonel’s retirement speech proved to 
be a testament to the “Soldier” sign that sat 
on his desk.

“The Army is a people’s business,” he 
said. “I am going to miss you all. You all 
have taught me so much. Thank you.” 

Former Fort Bliss garrison 
commander concludes career

Courtesy photo
Retired Col. Mike Hester and Brig. Gen. Laura Yeager, Joint Task Force North commanding general, 
share a moment at his retirement ceremony at JTF-N headquarters at Fort Bliss March 1.
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$5Large
brisket
burrito
AND SIDE

For Military in uniform
NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

12302 MONTANA AVE., BLDG. J ✪ 915.313.5410 ✪ ribhutep.com

10% OFF
Regular menu

“He is really 
brilliant, and he 
has all the values 
that the Army 
holds dear. He’s a 
tremendous role 
model for all us 
and the service.”
>> Brig. Gen. Laura Yeager

Great for Holiday Travel

5510 N. DESERT BLVD. 
(off the Redd Road Exit) 

915-877-2980

Over 30 Years 
Experience

Camper Shells, Tonneau Covers, 
Truck Accessories.

GREAT
SELECTION
OF FOLDING

COVERS



By Sgt. Zachary Mott | U.S. Army Central

SOUTHWEST ASIA – Stress can either 
toughen an object or reveal its fl aws. 

The junior noncommissioned offi cers and 
Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 43rd Air De-
fense Artillery Regiment experienced that 
stress fi rsthand during the recently complet-
ed King Cobra exercise in Southwest Asia.

“This exercise really focused on our lead-
ership giving the junior leaders the oppor-
tunity to execute troop leading procedures 
throughout the mission,” said Lt. Col. Mi-
chael R. Rodick, commander, 1st Bn., 43rd 
ADA. “It gave the opportunity for those 
newly-promoted NCOs and young Soldiers 
to really problem solve at their level and try 
to fi gure out how to accomplish different 
tasks that were assigned to them.”

Those tasks included simulated fi re mis-
sions, missile reloads, movement of Patriot 
launchers as well as numerous other warrior 
tasks and battle drills.

“During execution, there was approxi-
mately 27 different tasks and training objec-
tives associated with the exercise maximiz-
ing our opportunities for junior leaders to 
be developed as well as testing the (Mission 
Essential Task List) of each one of our bat-
teries,” Rodick said.

A mission readiness exercise like this is 
uncommon while forward deployed, but it 
was something Rodick wanted to conduct 
in order to ensure his battalion was prepared 
should their particular skill set be required.

“I’ve been in Patriot for 17 years. It is ab-
solutely not (common),” said Sgt. 1st Class 
Jared Pointer, battalion master evaluator, 1st 
Bn., 43rd ADA. “This is not something that 
Patriot does while they’re deployed.”

One of the toughest obstacles to negoti-
ate during King Cobra was to ensure the 
battalion was always able to accomplish its 
war-time mission: to engage and destroy tac-
tical ballistic missiles and any air breathing 
threats across the U.S. Central Command 
area of responsibility, while attaining posi-
tive training value out of the exercise.

“We still do day-to-day Patriot operations, 

I think it’s important that we exercise our 
ability to be fl exible with various injects that 
this exercise has thrown at us,” said Capt. 
Eric Terwilliger, commander, Battery C, 1st 
Bn., 43rd ADA. “I think we’ve performed 
well. It gets us out of that complacency 
where we’re just coming to work and doing 
our daily tasks.”

Taking ownership of the training missions 
allows Soldiers to step into roles they were 
unaccustomed to completing and gave them 
a new appreciation for the requirements of 
being an Air Defense Soldier.

“It’s a little awkward at fi rst, but it’s be-
come a pretty fulfi lling part of my day. I 
realize that I get to come into work and op-
erate some pretty impressive equipment and 
contribute to the CDAG, combined defense 
of the Arabian Gulf, and it’s a little impres-
sive to look at it,” said Spc. Tanner Dewey, 

tactical planning work station operator, team 
leader Battery Command Post, 1st Bn., 43rd 
ADA. “There’s a lot of stuff that’s going on 
and I get to be a part of it and a part of a huge 
mission that’s going on here.”

That “huge” mission is also where the 
teamwork within each crew, battery and bat-
talion is put on display. Working together al-
lows for the successful accomplishment of 
the 27 different tasks and training objectives 
for King Cobra.

“It’s extremely hard for one person to do 
the whole job by themselves. As a whole, 
we’ve broken down as to each job requires 
this amount of people,” said Cpl. Scottie 
Porter, crew operator, radio transmission 
operator and driver, Delta Battery, 1st Bn., 
43rd ADA. “I’m responsible for communi-
cations. Without my communications, the 
ECS, the radar, they don’t know what’s go-

ing on downrange. We have it broken down 
in a system that works for teamwork so if 
you don’t have teamwork then you don’t 
have this mission and we’re not protecting 
anything.”

This exercise has paved the way for the 
“Cobra Strike” Battalion to make changes 
and to continue to provide asset support 
across the CENTCOM AOR.

“We will continue to take the lessons 
learned from King Cobra and incorporate it 
into our training management,” Rodick said. 
“As we develop our plans, we’re certainly 
going to look at the different areas that we 
want to focus on and try to get some addi-
tional opportunities to exercise some more 
objectives which we found out that we really 
want to try to focus on again.”

With the focus of this exercise being the 
empowerment of junior leaders, Rodick said 
he believes that was accomplished.

“Throughout this whole process, the two 
takeaways that I’m most proud of is one it 
gave an opportunity for the entire battalion 
down to the squad level to reassess their pro-
fi ciencies on all METL,” he said. “Number 
two, it gave us an opportunity to really fo-
cus on junior leader development, while not 
compromising safety or the mission, but al-
lowing Soldiers to really learn to fail, if it so 
happens, but also to accomplish the mission 
and have that sense of pride while doing so.” 

King Cobra exercise helps empower junior leaders

Courtesy photo
Pfc. Mark Monroe, a Hot Crew member with Battery C, 1st Bn., 43rd ADA, uses a socket wrench to 
loosen a bolt during a Patriot missile reload drill March 7 in Southwest Asia. The Soldiers continually 
train and conduct battle drills to ensure they are able to perform their duty in providing air defense 
support across the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility.

“It’s extremely hard for 
one person to do the whole 
job by themselves. As a 
whole, we’ve broken down 
as to each job requires this 
amount of people.”
>> Cpl. Scottie Porter
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By 2nd Lt. Matthew Becker | Echo Battery, 6-52 AMD

Amid the looming threat of surveillance 
by unmanned aerial systems, 8th Army re-
cently validated the reception, staging, on-
ward movement, and integration of Army 
Prepositioned Stock at Camp Carroll, South 
Korea. 

In order to support 8th Army and combat 
the UAS threat, Echo Battery, 6th Battalion, 
52nd Air and Missile Defense Battalion has 
established the fi rst garrison counter-UAS 
defense design in the Korean theater of op-
erations. 

There is a plethora of combat equipment, 
otherwise referred to as APS, on military 
installations throughout the KTO, which 
are essential to the overall readiness of U.S. 
forces in South Korea. Units that fall under 
8th Army are required to routinely conduct 
mechanical validations and rehearse the 
movement and integration of APS within the 
KTO.

UAS pose an unprecedented threat to units 
in every branch of the military, in both tac-
tical and garrison environments. UAS have 
the capability to conduct surveillance on 
military operations and can be modifi ed to 
carry ordnance in order to directly attack 
critical assets. 

The proliferation of relatively cheap com-
mercial off-the-shelf UAS in the private 
market exacerbates the problem. However, 
new technologies allow units such as E/6-52 
AMD to combat this emerging threat. E/6-52 
AMD is the only unit in the Army that con-
ducts C-UAS operations in both tactical and 
garrison environments, and simultaneously 
maintains organic Avenger and Sentinel ca-
pabilities.

In January, E/6-52 received orders to pro-
vide C-UAS protection in the garrison en-
vironment on Camp Carroll, South Korea, 
which included the integration of new sys-
tems into normal Short Range Air Defense 
operations. 

Ultimately E/6-52, under the 2nd Bn., 
1st ADA Regt., “Guardian,” set a new pre-
cedence that signifi cantly changes the ca-
pabilities that a single Avenger Platoon can 
bring to the table. This is the concept that an 
Avenger team can not only dismount with 
a shoulder-fi red Stinger missiles (or MAN-
PADS), but they are also equipped with a 
highly-portable Drone Defender system for 
UAS engagements. This further layers our 
defense of assets and increases the ability to 
protect all aspects of the battlefi eld. 

Leaders within Echo Battery used the 
Military Decision Making Process format to 
create a base defense design that adhered to 

ADA employment principles of mix, mutual 
support, mobility, mass and integration. The 
defense design consists of organic SHORAD 
capabilities and C-UAS systems, using the 
“mix” employment principle, which is “the 
employment of a combination of weapons 
systems to protect the force from the air 
threat”. 

E/6-52, currently, attached to 2-1 ADA at 
Camp Carroll, South Korea, has taken the 
lead of exposing and defeating these threats 
while simultaneously maintaining organic 
Avenger and Sentinel skills. Leaders within 
Echo Battery developed and implemented 
training programs for several new, non-pro-
gram of record C-UAS systems in the KTO. 
The certifi cations for each C-UAS system 
ensures Soldiers know and understand the 
capabilities and limitations of these systems 
as well as the enemy capabilities and em-

ployment techniques.
E/6-52 has been at the forefront of protect-

ing friendly forces in the KTO from UAS 
threats since November 2017. The 35th 
ADA Bde. has developed a fl yaway package 
to defend military bases and assets against 
aerial threats; especially the emerging and 
advancing UAS capability. The purpose of 
the fl yaway package is to provide C-UAS 
protection to friendly forces across the KTO 
at a moment’s notice. 

South Korea-
based SHORAD 
battery integrates 
counter-UAS into 
core competencies

Photos by Capt. Marion Jo Nederhoed / 35th ADA Bde.
Col. Richard Wright takes aim at an unmanned aerial system remotely controlled by Command Sgt. Maj. Wilfredo Suarez, Aug. 20, 2018. The 35th Air 
Defense Artillery Brigade command team received a hands-on briefi ng on E/6-52 AMD’s counter-UAS capabilities.

Col. Richard Wright prepares to take aim at an 
unmanned aerial system remotely controlled by 
Command Sgt. Maj. Wilfredo Suarez,  Aug. 20, 
2018. In order to support 8th Army and combat 
the UAS threat, Echo Battery, 6th Bn., 52nd Air 
and Missile Defense Battalion has established 
the fi rst garrison counter-UAS defense design 
in the Korean theater of operations. 
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FREE ONE WAY TOWING

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

MOST AFFORDABLE SHOP IN TOWN!!! MORE THAN 40 CARS IN INVENTORY

“We specialize in foreign cars”

STARTING AT...
Tune Up $29.99

A/C Service $29.99
Oil Change $9.99

Brakes $29.99
Turn Rotors $6.99

* Parts not included *

• Free Brake Check Up
• Free Diagnostic
• Free Estimates
• Free A/C Check, A.B.S. Light 
  & Engine Light
• Fix Electric Problems
• Catalytic Converters/Exhaust/

Flowmasters
• Welding
• General Mechanical

• Military Financing
• In Home Financing 
• Buy Here, Pay Here 
• No Credit Check • 3 Month Free Warranty • 0% APR on all Sales
• Monthly Payments as Low as $200 • Guaranteed Approval

6201 Dyer St. • El Paso, TX 79904 • P: 915.566.5432 • www.chuysmotors.com
Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm • Saturday 8 am to 5 pm

6201 Dyer St. • P: 915.566.5432 F. 915.565.2489 • www.chuysmotors.com
Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm • Saturday 8 am to 5 pm

•
•
•
•
  & Engine Light
•
•

Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm • Saturday 8 am to 5 pm

10%
Military 
Discount

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
6201 Dyer St. • P: 915.566.5432 F. 915.565.2489 • www.chuysmotors.com

MORE THAN 40 CARS IN INVENTORY

10%
Military 

Discount

$500
New Year
Special

Discount

2015 Acura MDX 30K miles 2009 Mercedes Benz CLK 350 70K miles

2015 Chrysler 200 60K miles

2014 Acura TLX 60K miles
$6000 

DOWN

$300
PER MO.

$3000 
DOWN

$300
PER MO.

$3500 
DOWN

$300
PER MO.

$4000 
DOWN

$300
PER MO.

GETS RESULTS

A D V E R T I S I N G  I N  T H E

FT BLISS BUGLE

C A L L  T O D A Y !

915.772.0934
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By Sean Kimmons | Army News Service

FORT MEADE, Md. – After 
more than half a century of Sol-
diers using the current Academic 
Evaluation Report, Army officials 
plan to release a new version in the 
form of a fillable PDF that can be 
uploaded immediately to the Sol-
dier’s record. 

The revamped Department of 
the Army Form 1059 will also 
include more ways to accurately 
track a Soldier’s academic per-
formance in military and civilian 
schools.

The form and its corresponding 
Army regulation are part of ongo-
ing efforts for the Army to better 
capture and manage talent. Both 
are expected to be released soon, 
pending approval by the secretary 
of the Army. 

“It’s putting increased academic 
accountability into the system,” 
said George Piccirilli, division 
chief for the Evaluations, Selec-
tions and Promotions Division, 
Army Human Resources Com-
mand.
Army Evalution Entry System

In addition to the new fillable 
form, instructors at Army school-
houses will be trained this summer 
on a new electronic system cur-
rently under development, which 
will be used to upload the new 
academic reports and make them 
more easily accessible. 

The new system, which is ex-
pected to be fully operational this 
summer, will be available on the 
Army Evaluation Entry System, or 
EES, which currently tracks NCO 
and officer evaluation reports. 

“It’s all electronic, so there’s 
really no paper going back and 

forth,” said David Griffee, chief of 
evaluation systems within the divi-
sion. “That will give the schools 
the ability to do things faster and 
more efficient.”

The new report has three sepa-
rate forms to evaluate performance 
in service schools, civilian institu-
tions and one solely used by the 
Army War College. 

One significant change in the 
service schools form is that it now 
recognizes “superior academic 
achievement” for Soldiers who 
place within the top 21 to 40 per-
cent of a class. The top 20 percent 
fall under the commandant’s list. 

“The new form has more rigor, 
more structure,” Piccirilli said. 
“We’re trying to get a little bit 
more information so the Army can 
truly identify those top performers, 
those critical thinkers it is looking 
for in the future.”
Talent management

Under the database, academic 
reports will be placed faster into 
a Soldier’s record. That could 
mean a Soldier being deemed as 
“promotable” right after he or she 
graduates a service course. 

And if a Soldier goes before a 
promotion board, the report can be 

quickly found online to verify their 
education.

“There’s a lot of leverage in the 
system,” Piccirilli said.

Academic reports stored in the 
EES database will be transferred 
to the Army’s talent management 
database once it is developed and 
goes live.

“We can push that all forward to 
give them a foundation,” Griffee 
said. 

The searchable data found in the 
academic reports could help put 
qualified Soldiers in the right job 
in the right place at the right time.

Soldiers may even see opportu-
nities in different career fields due 
to their educational background. 

“Having those pieces of infor-
mation may allow you to shape 
your team with a different mix of 
personnel rather than just a single 
basic branch,” Griffee said. 

That could then lead to a unique 
setting where there are new ideas 
and opinions versus a single line of 
thought. 

“Having a healthy debate and 
different viewpoints generally 
leads to better decisions,” Griffee 
said

New Academic Evaluation Report 
aims to better identify top performers

U.S. Army Paratroopers assigned to 1st Bn., 503rd Inft. Regt., 173rd ABB, dis-
cuss strategic planning and mission briefings in Slovenia, Mar. 22. “The new 
form has more rigor, more structure,” said George Piccirilli, division chief for 
the Evaluations, Selections and Promotions Division, Army Human Resources 
Command. “We’re trying to get a little bit more information so the Army can 
truly identify those top performers, those critical thinkers it is looking for in 
the future.”

Photos by Paolo Bovo / Training Support Activity Europe

“It’s all electronic, so there’s 
really no paper going back and 
forth. That will give the schools 
the ability to do things faster 
and more efficient.” 
>> David Griffee

Lt. Col. Robert Shaw, right, commander of 1st Bn., 503rd Inft. Regt., 173rd ABB, 
speaks with Col. Peter Zakrajsek, commander of the 72nd Brigade Slovenian 
Armed Forces, during airborne operation as part of exercise Eagle Sokol at 
Cerklje Drop Zone in Slovenia, Mar. 22. “Having those pieces of information 
may allow you to shape your team with a different mix of personnel rather than 
just a single basic branch,” Griffee said.
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OVER 300 NEW DODGES & RAMS

$389
/MONTH

$199
/MONTH

$269
/MONTH

$319
/MONTH

2018 DODGE JOURNEY SXT
STK# T28637. 84 PYMTS OF $199 AT 4.80% APR. 30% DOWN + T.T.L.

2018 RAM LARAMIE 2500 DIESEL 4x2

2019 DODGE CARAVAN SE

$10,000

$4,200

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$10,500

$4,700

STK# C9007. 84 PYMTS OF $269 AT 4.80% APR. 30% DOWN + T.T.L.
2019 DODGE CHALLENGER SXT

2018 DODGE CHARGER SXT
STK# C8270. 84 PYMTS OF $259 AT 4.80% APR. 30% DOWN + T.T.L. 

/MONTH  

2019 JEEP COMPASS SPORT FWD

$269
/MONTH

2019 WRANGLER JL
BEST SELECTION IN THE SOUTHWEST

STK# 26093. MSRP $47,565 - $6,250 REBATE - $750 DEALER DISCOUNT = $40,565 SALE PRICE

STK# 26069. MSRP $48,670 - $3,000 REBATE - $1,500 DEALER DISCOUNT = $44,170 SALE PRICE

2019 CHRYSLER 300 S

2019 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED 4x4

OFF 
MSRP

OFF 
MSRP

$7,000

$4,500

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$7,500

$5,000

2019 RAM 1500 LONESTAR CREW CAB 4x2

STK# 25849. MSRP $27,280  - $1,250 REBATE - $1,500 BC = $24,530 SALE PRICE
STK# 26102. MSRP $27,200 - $2,000 REBATE - $500 DEALER DISCOUNT= $24,700 SALE PRICE
2019 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE FWD

OFF 
MSRP$2,500

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$3,000

2018 JEEP RENEGADE SPORT 4x4
STK# 26065. MSRP $26,085 - $1,750 REBATE - $1,000 BC - $340 DEALER DISCOUNT= $22,995 SALE PRICE

OFF 
MSRP$3,090

with 
MILITARY 
REBATE

$3,590

STK# 25894. $269 FOR 78 MONTHS. 4.30% APR. 30% DOWN. OAC

STK# T28084. MSRP $67,920 - $3,250 REBATE - $6,750 DISCOUNT = $57,920 SALE PRICE

STK# T29125. MSRP $30,625 - $3,750 REBATE - $450 DISCOUNT = $26,425 SALE PRICE
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$259
/MONTH

STK# T29122. 84 PYMTS OF $389 AT 4.55% APR. 30% DOWN. 

STK# T28408. 84 PYMTS OF $319 AT 4.80% APR. 30% DOWN
2018 DODGE DURANGO SXT

OFF 
MSRP

OFF 
MSRP
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Fort Bliss is El Paso and
El Paso is Fort Bliss.

Things to Do:
GAFADC German Spring Bazaar: The German Air 
Force Air Defense Center of Fort Bliss will host its 
16th annual spring bazaar 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
at the former Oktoberfest Building, Building 747 
on Carter Road in Fort Bliss. Hobby craftsmen and 
women will display various goods, including items 
for Easter. There will also be German specialties like 
bratwurst, waffl es and German cakes and pastries, 
German beer, coffee and soft drinks. Free. 201-
5939, 201-5942 or betreuunginelpaso.com
Las Cruces Game Convention: Las Cruces Game 
Knights’ 7th annual Las Cruces Game Convention 
will be Friday and Saturday at the Las Cruces Con-
vention Center, 680 E. University, Las Cruces, N.M., 
with a cosplay contest, a ramen-eating contest, 
canned food and charity donation drive, martial arts 
demonstration, gaming opportunities and tourna-
ments, vendors, special guests, and more. Video 
game tournaments include DragonBall Fighter Z, 
Overwatch, and Super Smash Bros. Ultimate. Co-
splay contest features several categories includ-
ing games, anime, television, kids, comics, fantasy, 
group costumes, heroes and villains, sci-fi , and mis-
cellaneous, and original characters. Special guest 
will be Eric Wile, of the popular EverQuest game se-
ries. Cost: $15 in advance (eventbrite) for both days; 
$25 at the door. Saturday only $20. Veterans, fi re-
fi ghters, police offi cers, and active military attend 
at no cost. Attendees encouraged to bring canned 
foods for a drive to benefi t the Gospel Rescue Mis-
sion. 575-621-3858, lcgameknights@gmail.com or 
lcgamecon.org
Trinity Site Tour: The White Sands Missile Range 
Trinity Site semiannual tour to the site of the fi rst 
atom bomb explosion is April 7. Free. 575-678-1134 
or wsmr.army.mil 
Sun City Craft Beer Festival: The Sun City Craft 
Beer Festival is this weekend at the El Paso Conven-
tion Center (indoor and outdoor event). The two-day 
event features more than 170 national, regional, lo-
cal and newly released craft beers, ciders, wine and 
mixed drinks, as well as a game zone, food trucks, 
vendor booths, a liquor lounge, live bands and djs. 
Age 21+. Cost: $20 per day; $35 for both days. Des-
ignated Driver admission $10 per day. Suncitycraft-
beerfest.com
Alice in Wonderland: No Strings Theater Company 
presents a version of Lewis Carroll’s classic, created 
by The Manhattan Project Friday through April 7. Di-
rection by Karen Caroe. Cost: $15 ($12 students and 
seniors over 65; $10 all seats Thursday). Black Box 
Theater, 430 N. Main, Las Cruces, N.M. 575-523-
1223 or no-strings.org.
Spring Cactus Garden Tours: El Paso Cactus and 
Rock Club and Native Plant Society hosts its garden 
tour and plant sale 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday at West-
side/Central gardens, and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 
at Northeast gardens. The residential landscapes 
feature cactus and native plants. Gardeners will be 
on hand to discuss plants and their care. Cost: $5 
per carload per day; available at each site and good 
for all gardens on that day. 240-7414, elpasodesert/
epcrc or on Facebook at EPCRC.
Mission Trail Art Market: Area artisans and crafts-
people display their fi ne arts and crafts for their 11th 
season 11 a.m.-6 p.m. on the third Sunday of the 
month March-November in the historic Veterans 
Memorial Plaza in San Elizario, with arts and crafts, 
music, reenactments, food and more. Pets welcome. 
This season’s kickoff event, happening Sunday, will 
include a car show 3-7 p.m., new Farmer’s Market 
starting at 10 a.m., and live music from Mestizo 
Band 4-8 p.m. Free. 851-0093 or missiontrailart-
market.com 
Downtown Artists/Farmers Market: The City of 
El Paso Museums and Cultural Affairs Department’s 
market for area artists and regionally grown agricul-
tural products is 9 a.m. -1 p.m. each Saturday in the 
Union Plaza District along Anthony Street. 212-1780 
or elpasoartsandculture.org 
Upper Valley Artists/Farmers Market: The artist 
and farmers market is 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Sundays at 
the Substation on Doniphan at Sunset. Free. 
Water Lantern Festival: The One World Water 
Lantern Festival is 4:30-9 p.m. Saturday, at Ascar-
ate Park 6900 Delta. Cost: $40, includes entry into 
festival area, fl oating water lantern, LED fl ashlight 
keychain, marker and wristband. Food trucks, music 
and activities from 4:30-7 p.m., with lantern design-
ing at 6:30 p.m. and lantern launch 7-8 p.m. water-
lanternfestival.com/elpaso
Bad Bunny: One of biggest rising stars in Latin trap 
music performs at 7 p.m. Sunday at UTEP’s Don 
Haskins Center. Cost: $61-$151 (Ticketmaster). 

1st AD Soldier selected
for DOD journalism program ■ 6B

Massachusetts NG culinary troops
turn fi eld kitchen into fi ne dining ■ 3B

Army announces team
for DOD Warrior Games ■ 7B

Head of the class: USASMA Fellowship offers eligible 
Soldiers no-cost Penn State, Syracuse masters programs
By Danielle O’Donnell | NCO Leadership Center of Excellence

Are you a future sergeant major or sergeant 
major interested in obtaining your master’s 
degree with no out of pocket cost? The U.S. 
Army Sergeants Major Academy Fellowship 
is just the program you have been looking for. 

The fellowship is a broadening program 
which selects 20 sergeants major every year to 
attain a master’s degree in Lifelong Learning 
and Adult Education from Pennsylvania State 
University or a degree in Instructional Design, 
Development and Evaluation from Syracuse 
University. 

“Sergeants major now have a choice to work 
with world-class educators from both of these 
institutions,” Command Sgt. Maj. David Lee 
Jr., director, USASMA, said. Lee is also a 
graduate of the program.

Annually, the 20 sergeants major who are se-
lected will make up a fellowship cohort. Since 
the program started in 2014, there have been 
four cohorts. The fi fth one will start this August 
and applications for the sixth cohort will open 
in the beginning of April. 

An eligible sergeant major who is interested 
in the program must be able to complete the 
full fellowship and sign a service obligation. 
Upon completion of the one-year program, the 
fellows will serve three years as an instructor 
through USASMA and the NCO Leadership 
Center of Excellence to develop future ser-
geants major. 

“This program enhances the fellows’ careers 
and does not end it. It makes them better at 
what they do and gives them the opportunity to 
continue to give back to the Army,” Lee said. 

While the program may enhance a Soldier’s 
career, it also enhances the NCOL CoE. 

“These seasoned credentialed professionals 
will also be able to assist in the instructional 
design of our curriculum,” Sgt. Maj. Matildo 

Coppi, a vice chair at USASMA. 
The fellowship focuses on growth. Grow-

ing new instructors for USASMA, growing the 
careers of the fellows and growing the future 
sergeants major they will be educating. 

“This is one of the only programs where a 
senior noncommissioned offi cer can grow not 
only personally by obtaining a master’s degree, 
but professionally to serve as an instructor for 
USASMA and share our knowledge and expe-
rience with future sergeants major,” Sgt. Maj. 
Trinket Gack said.

Going through the rigors of obtaining a mas-
ter’s degree through this program can be chal-
lenging. However, there are systems in place 
to help the sergeants major be successful, not 
only through the program, but throughout their 
career. 

Representatives from both institutions visit 
their students once a quarter and even though 
the program is conducted through an online 
platform through USASMA, instructors from 
both Penn State and Syracuse University re-
main available to students. 

Students coming through the program are 
also assigned a USASMA faculty member as 
a mentor who can guide them through the pro-
cess and give a fellow face-to-face time. 

“This program gives the military educator a 
different way to see education, and blending it 
at the senior level at USASMA to give the fu-
ture sergeants major different ways to collabo-
rate, to digest the material and to receive it from 
the subject matter experts,” Lee said. “This is 
one of the best experiences in my military ca-
reer, I served as a battalion command sergeant 
major before and coming here with this kind of 
staff and this kind of energy, learning from the 
students as I would facilitate to them has just 
been phenomenal. We are looking for the best 
and brightest who want to enhance their career 

and not end it.”
Who can apply?

Any sergeant major who has less than 25 
years of military service, is either Active Com-
ponent, National Guard, or Active Guard Re-
serve with a completed bachelor’s degree, with 
a 3.0 grade-point average or higher, from an 
accredited institution. Additional information 
can be found at http://ncolcoe.armylive.dod-
live.mil/usasma-fellowship/
Already have a master’s degree?

If you are a sergeant major with a master’s 
degree and are interested in being an instruc-
tor at USASMA, contact the Sergeants Major 
Branch at HRC. You can fi nd out more infor-
mation about the NCOL CoE or USASMA at 
http://ncolcoe.armylive.dodlive.mil/usasma. 

Photos by USASMA 
A class of graduates of the fellowship program gather for a photo at the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy on East Fort Bliss.

A senior-enlisted Soldier stands in for a photo 
following a program graduation ceremony at US-
ASMA on East Fort Bliss.



By Sgt. 1st Class Laura Berry | Mass. National Guard PA

There was the usual smell of diesel in the 
air while pulling through the entry control 
point of the 1058th Transportation Com-
pany’s area of operation at Joint Base Cape 
Cod, Massachusetts, March 16, but upon ar-
riving closer to the Food Service Section’s 
Mobile Kitchen Trailer, there was a different 
smell. 

It was almost lunchtime and that new 
smell in the air indicated Army chow was 
going to be alot better than being tossed an 
MRE.

“We’re having chicken parmesan, we’re 
having corn, and they served up a great carrot 
cake,” said Capt. James Bower, commander 
of the 1058th Trans. Co., Massachusetts 
Army National Guard. “You would think 
you were out dining in the civilian world.”

The meal was a typical meal for the 
1058th, and because of their excellent culi-
nary skills they were participating in the 51st 
Philip A. Connelly Awards Program for Ex-
cellence in Army Food Service, and compet-
ing in the Reserve Component Field Feeding 
category. There was a regional competition, 
and they were selected along with Alaska, 
Minnesota and Rhode Island to compete at 
the Department of the Army level.

The Philip A. Connelly Awards Program 
is named after Philip Connelly of Framing-
ham, Mass., who was a leader in food service 
management. The program was designed to 
improve the professionalism of food service 
personnel and provide recognition for excel-
lence in the preparation and serving of food 
in Army dining facilities and fi eld kitchen 
operations.

Providing incentives and training the food 

service specialists to prepare nutritious and 
delicious food is benefi cial, not only for 
stateside training environments, but it also 
gives them the experience for preparing 
meals while deployed as well. 

The Philip A. Connelly 
Program is aligned with the 
National Restaurant Asso-
ciation and the Department 
of the Army, Deputy Chief of 
Staff, G4. The Joint Culinary 
Center of Excellence, Special 
Programs Directorate  admin-
isters the program. 

Chief Warrant Offi cer 4 
Michael Langille, one of the Department 
of the Army evaluators for the competition, 
said that the winner and runner-up will be 

announced in April.
“The unit will be notifi ed if they’re the 

winners and in May, the NRA, the National 
Restaurant Association, has a big show in 

Chicago and they come to 
the show to get their presen-
tation of the winning trophy 
that they received,” said Lan-
gille. 

He explained that the units 
are evaluated on the in-brief 
they provide to the evalua-
tors in the morning, the lay-
out of the fi eld site, the main-
tenance of the equipment, the 

preparation of the meal itself and the way the 
meal comes out in the end.

According to Bower, there was over six 

months of planning. The culinary team, led 
by Sgt. Lacy Phongsaly, prepared practice 
meals and conducted training with her team 
prior to this event.

“I have a really great team, we’re all very 
positive,” said Phongsaly, culinary sergeant, 
1058th Trans. Co. 

The food service specialists were not the 
only ones that made the team successful. The 
fi eld sanitation team also had to go through 
a long certifi cation process. The mainte-
nance section set up a generator and set up 
one on standby to power the equipment, and 
mechanics with a maintenance contact truck 
was readily available if there was an equip-
ment failure during the evaluation. 

Massachusetts 
NG culinary 
troops turn 
fi eld kitchen 
into fi ne dining 

Photos by Sgt. David Wilkinson / Mass. National Guard PA
Food service specialists competing for the Philip A. Connelly Award Program for Excellence In Army 
Food Service from the 1058th Transportation Company, Massachusetts Army National Guard, serve 
chicken parmesan out of a Mobile Kitchen Trailer during a fi eld exercise in Massachusetts March 20. 

Massachusetts Army National Guard troops 
were only one of four state guard programs that 
were invited to participate in the 51st Philip 
A. Connelly Awards Program for Excellence in 
Army Food Service. 

Culinary troops from the 1058th Transportation 
Company, Massachusetts Army National Guard 
served a special meal during their Army-level 
culinary award evaluation at Joint Base Cape 
Cod, Massachusetts, March 20. 
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12 Convenient locations to serve you throughout El Paso

28 yr. Army & Air Force veteran owned

The only locally owned & operated liquor store chain in El Paso

Serving El Pasoans since 1934

BH#1 2730 Montana 79903 564-9999
BH#2 1344 North Zaragoza 79936 856-9992
BH#5 7350 Gateway E., Blvd. 79915 598-9999
BH#7 2400 North Mesa, Ste. F 79902 546-9919
BH#8 6217 Airport Rd. 79925 772-9999
BH#14 1840 North Lee Trevino 79936 598-9998

BH#17 3333 North Yarbrough 79925 593-9994
BH#20 420 East Redd Road 79912 219-9973
BH#21 11100 Sean Haggerty 79934 821-9996

The Liquor Company
BH#25 6101 Upper Valley Rd. 79932 642-4204
BH#27 4858 North Mesa 79912 500-4269
BH#30 5140 Fairbanks 79934 307-8197

“You would 
think you were 

out dining in the 
civilian world.”
>> Capt. James Bower



$8
MILITARY 
HAIRCUT

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

CLEAN. SHARP. READY

Valid only at participating locations. Void where prohibited. Must present a valid military ID at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other other haircut coupon or discount. No coupon necessary. Prices valid through May 31, 2019.
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By Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin Mucher | USAG Fort Bliss

The moment we become parents, leader-
ship begins. 

Next to leading our-
selves, leading our chil-
dren must be ranked as our 
top priority because our 
children value most, and 
they are looking for some-
one to follow. One leader 
once told me, “Don’t wor-
ry that your children listen 
to you, worry that they are 
always watching you.” 

I have often pondered on that thought es-
pecially after I have had an emotional out-
burst in front of my six children. What are 
they observing and learning from me during 
times of stress and frustration? Here’s a truth 
worth chewing on. My only unique leader-
ship role, is the role of father. Every other 
leadership opportunity that comes around is 
a position that someone else could have and 
eventually will have. So, if you are a father or 
a mother, let me strongly encourage you with 
this thought. Don’t give up what is unique 
to you for something someone else will do. 
This is a leadership issue. If we don’t get this 
right, I don’t think it matters what else we 
get right when it comes to leadership.  

Leadership isn’t as much about compe-
tency as it is engagement. 

If you are super engaged in your profes-
sion, I want to encourage you to be equally 
as engaged in your home. The real legacy 
we leave in our children’s lives is not what 
we leave behind for them, but what we have 
lived out before them. If you are a Christian, 
you are charged with raising up and training 
your children in the discipline and instruc-
tion of the Lord in accordance with their own 
unique bents (Eph. 6:4; Prov. 22:6). One par-
enting tool that is extremely helpful for my 
family is the Holy Scriptures because they 

are alive and active and have the capacity to 
judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart 
(Heb. 4:12). But God’s written word cannot 
do what it is designed to do unless I read 
and teach it to my children. There is a verse 
from the Holy Bible that is strategically dis-
played in our home that reads, “And these 
words that I command you today shall be on 
your hearts. You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when 
you rise” (Deut. 6:6-7, ESV). This passage 
reminds me as a father to actively and in-
tentionally engage my children when we sit 
down during family meals, when we are out 
and about and on the go, during bedtime, and 
early in the morning as the opportunity pres-
ents itself. I am charged to diligently engage 
and lead my children.  

Parenting is a lot like a coin; you can 
spend it any way you wish, but you can 
spend it only once. My children spell love 
“time.” They want to connect with me and 
want me to spend the time to connect with 
them. My wife and I use to have several par-
enting goals or objectives, but recently we 
have reduced our goals for parenting down 
to one overarching objective. “Children 
who want to be with us and each other when 
they no longer have to be.” We have other 
goals, but we feel that this is the bullseye, 
the North Star. This objective has helped us 
re-center ourselves on our desired end-state 
as parents. We have shifted from parenting 
towards behavior modifi cation toward rela-
tionships. This approach is a different path, 
a different strategy towards parenting. And 
we believe it’s all about leadership because 
we lead people in the direction of healthy 
relationships. And that’s our primary respon-
sibility as parents. 

So if we want to be a leader worth follow-
ing—both for our subordinates and our chil-
dren, let’s just decide. 

I will not lie to myself even when the truth 
makes me feel bad about myself. 

I will prioritize what I value most over 
what I want now. 

I will not attempt to lead myself by my-
self. 

And, I will not give up what is unique to 

me to someone or something else. Rather, 
I will actively and intentionally engage my 
children. If every person made these deci-
sions we would be greater than ever because 

at the end of the day our nation will never 
be greater than the Americans in the mirror. 

The is part six of a six-part series.
Becoming a leader 
worth following: 
Part VI of VI

Chaplain (Maj.) 
Kevin Mucher

ON-CALL DUTY CHAPLAIN
637-4265

FAMILY LIFE CHAPLAIN 
525-8633
Counseling/Training offered:
• Relationship (marriage/couple) 
• Family and Parenting
• Grief 
• Trauma and PTSD
• Spiritual and Religious
• Separation and Divorce 

PROTESTANT WORSHIP 
SERVICES 

Center Chapel 
(Temporarily in Sage Hall) 
(315 Pershing Road)
Liturgical Service Sunday 10 a.m.
Hope Chapel 
(2498 Ricker Road)
Crossroad Service Sunday 9 a.m.
Samoan Service Sunday 11:15 a.m.
1st Armored Division 
(11272 Biggs St.)
Gospel Service Sunday 8:45 a.m.
Chapel Next Sunday 11:30 a.m.
Latter Day Saints Service Sunday 1 p.m.
USASMA Memorial Chapel
(11275 Biggs St.)
Traditional Service 10 a.m.
WBAMC Protestant Community 
(5005 N Piedras Dr.)
Protestant Service Sunday 10 a.m.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES
Catholic Women of the Chapel 
(Bldg. 2498 Hope Chapel) 

Friday 8:45-11 a.m.
Protestant Women of the Chapel 
(Bldg. 11272 1st AD Chapel)
Thursday 9-11:30 a.m.
Protestant Youth Group 
(11275 Biggs St. 568-4334)
Sunday 5 p.m.
Sundays Free Dinner (6:30-7 p.m.) 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Middle School
7-8 p.m. High School
Post-wide Bible Study
(Bldg. 11272 1st AD Chapel)
Wednesdays 5:30-7:00 p.m.

CATHOLIC WORSHIP 
SERVICES

St. Michael’s Catholic Community
(1542 Sheridan Road)
Weekday Mass 11:35 a.m.
Wednesday Confession 10:35 a.m.
Saturday Confession 4 p.m.
Saturday Mass 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass 8 a.m.
Sunday Mass 11 a.m.
1st Friday of the Month - 
   Adoration 1 p.m.
WBAMC Hospital Chapel 
(5005 N. Piedras Dr.)
Weekday Mass 12:05 p.m.
Saturday Mass 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass 8 and 11:30 a.m.
German Chapel 
(5312 Buffalo Soldier)
Sunday Mass 10 a.m. odd days

OTHER RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Jewish Chapel (Bldg. 1441)
Friday Shabbat Service 7 p.m.
Islamic Service (Bldg. 442)
Friday Jummuh 1:30 p.m.
Sunday Ta’Aleem 12:30-2 p.m.
Buddhist Service 
(Bldg. 449 Pershing Road) 
Thursday 6 p.m.
Intro to Nichiren Buddhism
2nd Tuesday 5 p.m.

Fort Bliss 
Religious Services

448 PERSHING ROAD •  FORT BLISS, TEXAS
568-1519



By Amabilia Payen | WBAMC PA

Nutrition Care  Division leaders with Wil-
liam Beaumont Army Medical Center vis-
ited the U.S. Foods facility in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, to meet with business partners 
and conduct a quarterly business review. A 
food demonstration held during the March 
6-7 visit educated leaders into implementing 
exciting new ideas.

The WBAMC NCD 
successfully maintains 
a working business rela-
tionship with U.S. Foods 
to provide patients and 
their family members, 
staff, active duty service 
members and visitors, 
healthy foods.

“We saw how they 
process our orders and 
how they store our 
food,” said Lt. Col. 
Debra Hernandez, 
chief of nutrition care, 
WBAMC. “It was really 
an eye-opener.”

Dining facilities are 
now looking toward 
sustainability options to 
help the environment, and the visit allowed 
the team to look at compostable and biode-
gradable paper goods, said Hernandez.

Felipe Ornelas, supervisory dietitian, 
WBAMC, felt the trip was beneficial as he 
and his coworkers met with the U.S. Foods 
staff, which included the president of the 
company’s Rocky Mountain area, the na-

tional accounts manager and executive, the 
company’s transportation manager, ware-
house manager, and culinary chefs. 

In April, the normal three-week cycle 
menu currently in use will change to a two-
week cycle, with new items on the menu. 

A new breakfast fitness bar will include 
new fresh fruits such as organic mangoes. 
New leafy greens will include organic baby 

spinach and wild aru-
gula that will be added 
to the salad bar. A new 
breakfast item is all 
natural turkey sausage 
patties raised without 
antibiotics. All natural 
ground turkey will also 
be used for other meals 
and recipes.

Every quarter, new 
items will be part of the 
anticipated menu, how-
ever, the NCD wanted 
to announce that they 
will also be bringing 
back the chicken wings 
bar. The chicken wings 
will be all natural and 
oven roasted. A new 

fire-grilled chicken breast will also be used. 
The chickens have been farm-raised without 
antibiotics.

“We are also making an effort to educate 
our customers on what they are eating,” said 
Ornelas. “We are going to do more advertis-
ing and have posters and signs made so cus-
tomers can see what the nutritional value is.” 

WBAMC Dining Facility to 
upgrade menu: Breakfast bar, 
sustainability part of plan

Courtesy photo 
“We saw how they process our orders and how they store our food,” said Lt. Col. Debra Hernandez, 
chief of nutrition care at WBAMC. “It was really an eye-opener.”
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HOURS: Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm | Sat by appt.

O C C U P A T I O N A L  T H E R A P Y

Specializing in sensory processing.
Treating children with Autism, 

Developmental Delay, Down Syndrome, 
ADHD for more than 23 years.

Excited to be using the BEAM System!

PROUDLY ACCEPTING

1510 N. Zaragoza Rd, Ste. A-12

915.921.6881
www.otfortots.com

O C C U P A T I O N A L  T H E R A P Y

Excited to be using the BEAM System!

CALL TO 
SCHEDULE AN 
APPOINTMENT

BorderBurgerBar.com • 3329 Fort Blvd.  •  915-562-2867

MILITARY
DISCOUNT

15%
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Fort Blvd.

Van Buren
Cassidy 

Gate1300 AIRWAY BLVD. STE. C-104

915.300.2657
321 E. SAN ANTONIO

915.532-7653

15%

MILITARY

DISCOUNT

Deliveries available via ilovepokebop.com, Uber Eats, Postmates, Grubhub & Favor
3329 Fort Blvd.  |  915.562.2867  |  Deliveries available via 
borderburgerbar.com, Uber Eats, Postmates, Grubhub & Favor

“We are also 
making an effort 
to educate our 

customers on what 
they are eating...
so customers can 

see what the nutri-
tional value is.”

>> Felipe Ornelas



By Lisa Smith Molinari | www.themeatandpotatoesoflife.com

In 1998, our son, Hayden, was diagnosed with “atypical 
autism.” After recovering from the shock, my husband and 
I inundated ourselves with information, desperate to provide 
our three-year-old boy with whatever might help him 
lead a relatively normal life. 

We embarked on a home therapy program 
called “Floortime,” a type of play therapy de-
veloped by Dr. Stanley Greenspan, in which 
the a primary caregiver, often a parent, fol-
lows the child’s lead while opening and clos-
ing “circles of communication.” The thought 
was that Floortime helped children who hadn’t 
met necessary milestones for social-emotional 
growth, which affected their ability to relate and 
communicate.

A few civilian friends I knew with autistic children 
were paying for Applied Behavior Analysis therapy, 
which rewards positive behaviors during task-
oriented sessions conducted 20 to 40 hours 
per week by trained ABA therapists. Back 
then, most insurance companies did not 
cover autism therapies which were con-
sidered “experimental” or “not medical in 
nature.” At that time, I didn’t know any 
military families who could afford ABA.

Although I believed that Floortime 
would be more effective than ABA for Hayden, I also had no 
choice but to pick the therapy that I could do myself. ABA 
was done by paid professionals, so it was out of the question. 
But Hayden’s doctor also prescribed physical, occupational 

and speech therapies, as well as special diets, evaluation by a 
nutritionist, and regular doctor’s appointments. 

Like other insurance carriers, Tricare did not recognize 
autism as a coverable diagnosis, but offered a small finan-

cial supplement for certain individual symptoms that 
significantly impaired the “activities of daily living” 

through its Program For Persons With Disabilities, 
now known as Extended Care Health Option. 
Hayden’s autism profile included a speech dis-
order and motor planning delays which quali-
fied, so we received a small stipend each month 
to pay part of the speech and occupational ther-
apy bills. 

As for the rest of Hayden’s autism symp-
toms, we were financially on our own. We paid 

for expensive liquid nutritional supplements since 
Hayden’s sensory imbalances made him reject many 
food textures and tastes. We paid for expensive mail 

order flours and consultations with a specialized 
nutritionist when Hayden’s doctor ordered 
a gluten-free, casein-free diet. (Gluten-free 

foods were not prevalent like they are to-
day.) After applying the money received 

from our monthly PFPWD stipend, we paid 
the thrice-weekly speech and occupational 
therapy bills. We paid to see a develop-
mental psychiatrist once or twice a year to 

the tune of $500 a pop, and a psychologist who trained us in 
Floortime at $250 per session. 

But like many parents of children with autism spectrum 
disorder who desperately hoped for progress, we were more 

than willing to go into debt if we thought it would help our 
son.  And go into debt we did. In a big way. 

As a Brookings Institute fellow astutely observed in 
2008, “Many military families choose to pay for medically 
prescribed autism treatment themselves, to the extent pos-
sible, and incur significant debt. This unduly burdens already 
stressed families, which often have one parent deployed 
abroad these days.”

By age nine, Hayden had made so much progress, his au-
tism diagnosis was downgraded to “regulatory disorder,” and 
although he still struggled with social delays and sensory 
processing, he no longer needed intensive therapies. 

Ironically, at the very same time there was a movement to 
reform autism insurance coverage in the United States. Al-
though Tricare considered ABA therapy to be “educational 
rather than medically necessary,” it began allowing families 
to use the monthly ECHO supplement to go toward limited 
ABA costs. Then in 2007, states began passing laws requir-
ing insurers to cover autism. And finally, in July 2014, Tri-
care began fully covering ABA and other autism treatments 
through its Autism Care Demonstration program which will 
remain in effect through December 2023. 

Although Tricare still considers its program to be “experi-
mental,” it has been forced to change its policies toward au-
tism significantly. When Hayden needed treatment, autism 
wasn’t recognized as a coverable diagnosis. Two decades 
later, 48 states have mandated autism coverage. 

The system is certainly not perfect, but it’s come a long 
way, baby. 

Autism awareness: What a difference two decades make

April 2 is
 World Autism Awareness Day

elpasobh.com
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WEST BLISS
Pass Office Chaffee Gate
DOL #2 Transport 2638 Chaffee
Headquarters 11th ADA 2525 Haan
DOL (Supply & Services) 2527 Haan
Material - Maintenance 2592 Jeb Stuart
Child Care Center 1730 Haan
Post Office 1733 Haan
Thrift Store 1717 Haan
Museum 1735 Haan
Ft. Bliss Lodging 1744 Haan
Child Youth 1743 Haan
Furniture Store 1743 Haan
Firstlight FCU 1741 Marshal
Armed Forces Bank 1720 Marshal
Wells Fargo 1722 Marshal
Kelly Park 1723 Marshal
Legal Aid 113 Slater
32nd AAMDC 111 Slater
DOL 21 Slater
Public Affairs Office 15 Slater
Admin. General 8 Pershing
General’s Office 2A Pershing
Garrison Command 1 Pershing
Family Resilience Center 250 Club
Mobolization & Deployment 1010 Chaffee
Western Regionals (Dental) 1031 Chaffee
TISA 1109 Aleshirer
Skillcraft 1104 Cassidy
Commissary 1620 Marshal
PX 1611 Marshal
All Shoppettes
Dunkin Donuts 1310 Cassidy
Burger King 196 Cassidy
Fitness Center 2499 Cassidy
USO 2408 Chaffee

IDA Housing
Troop Store 2433 Carrington
WTB 2444 Cassidy
VA 6077 Alabama
William Beaumont Hospital 7777 Alabama
31st Combat Support 2440 Chaffee
Kelly Park 1991 Marshal
Elementary School 2038 Sheridan
Post Laundry/Gift 2011 Sheridan
Soldier Family Ass. Center 887 Marshall
Dining Facility 906 Chaffee
Behavioral Clinic 1030 Chaffee
Pass Office Buffalo Soldiers Drive
La Noria Housing Buffalo Soldiers Drive
Corrigador North JEB Stuart
Chamizal Place JEB Stuart
Replica Pool Sheridan Rd.
Preschool Sheridan Rd.
Hotel Bldg 5023 5023 Dudley
Welcome Center Pershing
German Air Force 512 Smith
Medical Clinic 2487 Ricker
Recruiting Office 6380 Morgan
Stout Gym 2499 Cassidy
Corrigador South JEB Stuart
Corrigador West Pleasonton
Officer’s housing - to door Sheridan Rd
Housing - to door Border Rd/Radar to Dickman
Albertsons Montana
EAST BLISS 
Milam Elementary School
Sgt. Maj. Academy SGM Blvd.
General’s Headquarters 11685 SGM Blvd.
Pool 11687 SGM Blvd.
DFMWR A479-8
Joint Task Force North 11603 SGM Blvd.

Mini Mall 20752 Gulf Victory Way
Soto Fitness Center 20751 Gulf Victory Way
FirstLight FCU 20727 Continental
Soldier, Family Care 11335 Simms St.
Family Dental 11334 Simms St.
AEPIC Intelligence Ctr 11339 Simms St.
Dining Hall 11316 Simms St.
Biggs Gym 11251 Simms St.
204th MIB HHQ 11176 Simms St.
Tactical Equipment 20205 Anzio Way
MTC 20188 Minue
CCTT 20187 Minue
Company Operation Facility 20575 Old Ironsides
GQ 21000 Torch
Dental Torch
3-1 Headquarters 20200 Bayonet
Headquarters 21100 Quartermaster
Dining Facility 21214 Bayonet
Most Barracks on post
Orange Boxes at some Post Housing
OFF POST - NORTHEAST
Army Reserve 4100 Dyer
ASYMCA 7060 Comington
Yearwood Tire Dyer
Tugboat 5501 Dyer St.
Logan Gym Ellerthorpe
RV Park Ellerthorpe
Chapin HS Ellerthorpe
Logan Elementary School
Underwood Golf Course
VFW Post 8550 4714 Titanic
Shane North Point 8815 Dyer
YWCA 9136 Stahala
Freedom Financial 4717 Hondo Pass
Marines 4717 Hondo Pass
Navy FCU 4717 Hondo Pass

Army Recruiting 9109 Dyer
Albertsons 9111 Dyer
Dunkin Donuts Dyer
Smart Stop 9191 Dyer
VA Home 9650 Kenworthy
Tropicana Homes 4554 Cohen
FirstLight Credit Union 9983 Kenworthy
Golden Corral 4610 Transmountain
Butterfield Trail Apts 10330 Gateway N.
Albertsons 10765 Kenworthy
VFW Post Bennividez Fort Blvd.
Postal Annex 10710 Gateway N.
Housing Office 4600 Loma Del Rey
Smart Shop 6047 Woodrowbean
Big 8 Grocery 9817 Dyer
Richard Burges Library 9600 Dyer
NE YMCA 5509 Will Ruth
OFF POST - DOWNTOWN
Lara and Company 1317 Montana
Sanders Wingo 221 N. Stanton #900
Congressman O’Rourke’s Office Mills Bldg.
Mithoff Burton 123 W. Mills #500
Plaza Theatre W. Mills
Camino Real Hotel 101 S. El Paso St.
El Paso Convention Center
El Paso Chamber of Commerce
OFF POST - EASTSIDE
Laven Publishing 5959 Gateway West, Ste 450
Viva Chevy Montana at Magruder
Casa Nissan Montana
Casa Ford Montana
All Dick Poe locations
Geico 6560 Montana
Barnett Auto 9501 Montana
Lunchbox 3623 Buckner
EP Airport

Excel Learning Center #3 Butterfield Trail #125
DKD Realtor 1160 Airway Blvd., Ste. B #2
El Paso Veterans Ctr. 155 Westmoreland, Ste. 121
EPCC Bldg. A & B
Comp USA 9521 Viscount
Proconsultants 6070 Gateway East, Ste. 103
Rudy’s 7970 Gateway East
Intown Suites 7984 Gateway East
Excel Learning Center 1220 Lomaland
Albertsons 2200 N. Yarbrough
Eastside Senior Citizen Center 3200 Fierro Dr.
Albertsons 11320 Montana Ave.
Veterans Hospital Clinic 2400 Trawood
FirstLight FCU 1555 N. Lee Trevino
Regis-Bernard 1446 N. Lee Trevino
Golden Corral 1460 N. Lee Trevino
EP Mass Media 11385 James Watt B-12
Rudolph Mazda 1301 N. Lee Trevnio
Mission Chevy 1316 George Dieter
Navy FCU George Dieter
OFF POST - WESTSIDE
Administration Office UTEP
ROTC UTEP UTEP
Albertsons (UTEP) Mesa
Warren Inn 4748 N. Mesa
Laster Advertising 5407 N. Mesa
Albertsons (Resler) Mesa
Golden Corral 7420 N. Mesa
FirstLight FCU 5050 N. Desert Blvd.
Albertsons (N. Desert Blvd) Redd Rd.
Rudolph Chevy & Honda S. Desert Blvd.
Comfort Suites 949 Sunland Park
Mack Massey 1950 Crocket

Pick Up the Fort Bliss Bugle At Any of These Locations



By Stephanie Santos | 1st Armored Division 

There’s an incomparable force of energy 
that always travels right alongside dedicated 
Soldiers as they take on new challenges and 
excel during assigned missions.

That passion is what led Staff Sgt. Feli-
cia Jagdatt, who serves as the public affairs 
non-commissioned offi cer in charge for the 
2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Ar-
mored Division, to earn a coveted seat in the 
Military Visual Journalism Program at Syra-
cuse University’s Newhouse 
School.

The 10-month, military 
program curriculum focuses 
on teaching its students to 
become better storytellers 
through courses in commu-
nications. Upon completion, 
students will earn 30 credits 
of college coursework.

Jagdatt received one of 
four Army slots awarded to 
public affairs professionals 
annually. She will begin this 
summer and said she is looking forward to 
starting this new chapter in her career.

“I was so excited, and at fi rst I couldn’t be-
lieve it,” she said, “It took awhile for me to 
absorb everything, then I ran to tell my com-
mander and called my family members.”

The 28-year-old expressed that she is 
not only hoping that this experience will 
enhance her storytelling abilities to tell the 
U.S. Army’s story in an ever-changing com-

munications environment, but it will also 
help her become a better leader to mentor 
her future Soldiers.

“Our future is information – and a big part 
of every war is information skills,” said the 
New York native. “I want to become a better 
mentor and teacher to our Soldiers. Any per-
son that has a skill – and then develops that 
skill – becomes an asset to the entire Army.”

Capt. Lindsay Roman, the public affairs 
offi cer for the 2nd ABCT, described Jagdatt 

as hardworking and profes-
sional. Roman said that al-
though she has only worked 
with Jagdatt for less than a 
year, she has seen this NCO 
grow. 

“She always keeps herself 
one step ahead and brings 
her ‘A game’ to the table ev-
ery day,” she said.

Master Sgt. Alex Licea, 
the public affairs NCOIC for 
1st Armored Division, said 
her passion, motivation and 

great personality emulate what every leader 
looks for in a Soldier and NCO.

“She’s a self-motivated, positive force 
who is consistently growing and learning,” 
said Licea. “Jagdatt is not afraid to ask for 
advice and guidance, and she is always look-
ing to challenge herself. I know she will con-
tinue to grow within the public affairs career 
fi eld and our Army.”

1st AD Soldier selected for 
DOD journalism program

Stephanie Santos / 1st AD
“Our future is information – and a big part of every war is information skills,” said Staff Sgt. Felicia 
Jagdatt. “I want to become a better mentor and teacher to our Soldiers. Any person that has a skill – 
and then develops that skill – becomes an asset to the entire Army.”
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Facials 

Chemical Peels
Microneedling 
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“Our future is 
information – 
and a big part 
of every war 
is information 
skills.”
>> Staff Sgt. Felicia Jagdatt
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Sports Briefs 
Run for Shoes 5K: The Run for Shoes 5K and 1-mile runs 
will be 8 a.m. Saturday at Up and Running Westside, 3233 
N. Mesa. Packet pick up is noon-6 p.m. Friday and 7-7:45 
a.m. on race day at the race site. Proceeds benefi t epkicks, 
a non-profi t organization that provides new shoes to under-
privileged children in El Paso. Cost: $25); $30 on race day. 
raceadventuresunlimited.com

Kick Ball Tourney: Eta Iota Zeta Sorority will host a fund-
raising kick ball tournament at 11 a.m. Sunday at Franklin 
Park, 6050 Quail. Register at Eventbrite. (919) 961-8272 or 
Facebook at etaiotazeta.elpaso

El Paso Senior Games: The City of El Paso Parks and 
Recreation Department’s 36th annual games for those age 
50+ run through May 22 at various locations around El 
Paso. All participants have a chance to qualify for the Texas 
State Senior Games. Registration: $15 for 2 events and t-
shirt, plus $5 for each additional event; $45 for all events. 
Includes t-shirt. 503-6544 or  elpasotexas. gov/parks

JackRabbit Classic: The 19th annual JackRabbit Clas-
sic trail race is 8 a.m. April 7, at Franklin Mountains State 
Park’s Tom Mays Unit. Four and 8-mile trail options avail-
able. Park entrance fee: $5. tpwd.state.tx.us or Chris Row-
ley, 478-5663. Registration: raceadventuresunlimited.com 

Sand Volleyball Tournament: Come out April 12 from 
4-10 p.m. for a sand volleyball tournament at Monti Warrior 
Zone. Bring your friends and play against other competi-
tors. Cost: $15 per person, per tournament. Cost includes 
a t-shirt and one drink of your choice. Open to the public. 
18+. 741-3000

Basketball series tournament: Go to the Monti Warrior 
Zone April 7 for a 3-on-3 basketball tournament. $15 per 
person, per tournament. Cost includes a t-shirt and one 
drink of your choice. Open to the public. 18+ 741-3000

‘Mighty Mujer’ Triathlon: The ‘Mighty Mujer’ Triathlon, an 
all-female sprint and supersprint events begin 6:30 a.m. 
April 13, at Memorial Park Pool, 3251 Copper. mightymu-
jertriathlon.com or raceelpaso.com/mighty-mujer

El Paso Chihuahuas: The city’s AAA baseball team, El 
Paso Chihuahuas, plays home games at Southwest Univer-
sity Park on Santa Fe Street in Downtown El Paso. Week-
day game times are 7:05 p.m. (11:05 a.m. April 17 and 22). 
Sunday games are 1:50 p.m. Season kick-off is April 4-8 
versus Las Vegas 51s, April 16-18: Tacoma Rainiers, and 
April 19-22: Reno Aces. Tickets: $11-$30. 533-BASE or 
EPChihuahuas.com

El Paso Locomotives FC: El Paso’s new professional 
soccer team, the Locomotives, hosts its home game at 
Southwest University Park. April 13 against Phoenix Ris-
ing FC,7 p.m.; April 27 against Reno 1868 FC, 7:30 p.m. 
Cost:$5-$49. 235-GOAL, eplocomotivefc.com, or tickets@
eplocomotivefc.com

El Paso Coyotes: The El Paso Coyotes, El Paso’s Major 
Arena Soccer League team hosts the Rio Grande Valley 
Barracudas at 7:15 p.m. April 12, at El Paso County Coli-
seum. Cost: $12; $20 box seating; kids admitted free with 
purchase of adult ticket. 229-1416, elpasocoyotes.com

Old Ironsides Mud Challenge: May the Mud be with you! 
Come dressed in Star Wars attire at the Old Ironsides Mud 
Challenge May 4 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Air Assault tower on 
West Fort Bliss. Join Fort Bliss Sports, Fitness and Aquatics 
team for a 4-mile obstacle course that will get your adrena-
line pumping! Register at Stout, Milam or Soto PFCs, until 
April 28 or online at raceroster.com until May 1. 744-5785

Ladies night golf and martinis: Ladies night at Under-
wood Golf will happen April 17 from 5-6 p.m. and enjoy 
one hour of golf instruction and a free martini! This is a 
new social event, open to the public 21+. $25 per person. 
568-1059

POUND®: Are you guys ready to Sweat, Sculpt and Rock 
with POUND®? Using Ripstix®, lightly weighted drum-
sticks engineered specifi cally for exercising, POUND® 
transforms drumming into an incredibly effective way of 
working out in this exhilarating full-body workout that com-
bines cardio, conditioning, and strength training with yoga 
and pilates-inspired movements. Cost: $3 per class or $35 
for unlimited monthly pass. 744-5800

Indoor Cycling: Get back on the bike and push your endur-
ance at Indoor Cycling. Classes are held at Soto and Stout 
PFCs Cost: $3, or $35 unlimited monthly pass. 744-5800

Iron Divas: This well-rounded class is designed to im-
prove muscular strength and endurance. Classes are 
held at Soto and Stout PFCs. Cost: $3, or $35 unlimited 
monthly pass. 744-5800

SPORTS>>

SPORTS>>

By Christopher Fields | Army Warrior Care and Transition  

ARLINGTON, Va. – The Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Warrior Care and Transition is proud 
to announce the 40 wounded, ill and injured 
Soldiers and veterans who will represent 
Team Army at the 2019 Department of De-
fense Warrior Games in Tampa, Florida June 
21-30,  hosted by the U.S. Special Operations 
Command. 

Approximately 300 warrior-athletes with 
upper-body, lower-body, and spinal cord in-
juries; traumatic brain injuries; visual impair-
ment; serious illnesses; and post-traumatic 
stress will engage in friendly competition and 
experience the healing power of sports. 

The Warrior Games were established in 
2010 as a way to enhance the recovery and 

rehabilitation of wounded warriors and to 
expose them to adaptive sports. The Para-
lympic-style competition between teams of 
wounded, ill and injured service members 
and veterans from the U.S. Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy, Air Force and SOCOM has 
grown to new heights as it prepares to light 
the torch for the tenth time. 

This year’s Warrior Games will include a 
record fi ve additional teams from U.S. allied 
nations: the Australian Defence Force, Ca-
nadian Armed Forces, British Armed Forc-
es, the Danish armed forces and the Armed 
Forces of the Netherlands. The Warrior 
Games was also the inspiration and motiva-
tion for the Invictus Games, which is hosted 
by Prince Harry, the Duke of Sussex, of the 

British royal family. 
The ten teams will go head-to-head in 14 

adaptive sports: archery, track, fi eld, indoor 
rowing, powerlifting, road race cycling, time 
trial cycling, shooting, sitting volleyball, 
swimming, wheelchair basketball, and new 
this year, golf, wheelchair rugby, and wheel-
chair tennis. 

This year’s Games will continue the tra-
dition of showing the amazing resilience of 
wounded, ill and injured servicemen and 
women from across the world and their abil-
ity to thrive and overcome their challenges. 

The active duty and veteran athletes select-
ed to represent Team Army at the 2019 DoD 
Warrior Games are:

Army announces team for DOD Warrior Games

(Top) Athletes head into the fi rst turn of the recumbent cycling 
event at the 2019 Army Trials at Fort Bliss March 8.

(Top right) Athletes prepare at the 2019 Army Trials at Fort Bliss 
March 11. 

(Right) Pfc. Kyia Constanzo and other powerlifting fi nalists pose 
for a photo following their event at the 2019 Army Trials at Fort 
Bliss March 8.

Robert Whetstone / Brooke AMC PA

Spc. Samantha Ruiz / 55th Combat Camera

Spc. P.J. Siquig / 55th Combat Camera

PRT is an integral part 
of a Soldier’s day.

Capt. Shirley Morales, Schofi eld Barracks, HI
Spc. Desiree Price, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA
Staff Sgt. Paul Reifke, Fort Belvoir, VA

Sgt. Jorge Rodriguez, Joint Base San Antonio, TX
Sgt. 1st Class Tiffany Rodriguez-Rexroad, Fort Huachuca, AZ
Sgt. Brent Sixkiller, Fort Bragg, NC
Capt. Casey Turner, Fort Bragg, NC
Sgt. Katherine Young, Fort Bragg, NC

Veterans:
Retired Staff Sgt. Ross Alewine, Williamston, SC

Retired Capt. Tim Bomke, Bainbridge Island, WA
Retired Spc. Angela Euson, Jacksonville, FL

Retired Spc. Brent Garlic, Atlanta, GA
Retired Sgt. Sean Hook, Summerville, SC
Retired Staff Sgt. Beth King, Deming, NM
Retired Staff Sgt. Matthew Lammers, Fairmont, NC
Retired Spc. Brandon Nielson, Olalla, WA
Retired Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Olson, Spokane, WA
Retired Staff Sgt. Joel Rodriguez, Tampa, FL
Retired Sgt. Jonathan Weasner, New London, OH
Retired Capt. Dandy “Alex” Wilson, Alexandria, VA

Active duty:
Sgt. Jonathan Alexander, Fort Bragg, NC
Staff Sgt. Kenneth Arnold, Fort Campbell, KY
Sgt. Aaron Averre, Fort Bragg, NC
Spc. Nikita Bowen, Fort Drum, NY
Staff Sgt. Matthew Brown, Joint Base San Antonio, TX
Pfc. Kyia Costanzo, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA
Sgt. 1st Class Ian Crawley, Fort Campbell, KY
Capt. David Espinoza, Schofi eld Barracks, HI
Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Fontenot, Fort Campbell, KY
Sgt. 1st Class Angel Gonzalez-Cintron, Fort Carson, CO
Capt. Mya Gordon, Fort Bliss, TX
Spc. Austin Harwick, Fort Drum, NY
Spc. Kevin Holyan, Joint Base San Antonio, Texas
Sgt. Cory Ivins, Fort Stewart, GA
Spc. Stephanie Johnson, Walter Reed National MMC, Bethesda, MD
Sgt. Tanner Kane, Fort Carson, CO
Sgt. 1st Class Jay Martin, Fort Belvoir, VA
Spc. Christopher Mask, Fort Stewart, GA
Sgt. 1st Class Shannon McLimans, Fort Bragg, NC
Sgt. Gleimarie Mendoza, Fort Hood, TX

$10.00 Minimum Order
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Off Duty is a compilation of military-affiliat-
ed information and events focused on the 
Soldier, their family members and veterans. 
Information should be 100 words or fewer 
and contain no editorializing. An informa-
tional brief that is not time-specific will not 
run for more than four weeks. Submissions 
are due no later than Friday for publica-
tion in the following week’s paper. To learn 
more, call 568-4088.

Bliss Briefs
GAFADC German Spring Bazaar: The Ger-
man Air Force Air Defense Center of Fort Bliss 
will host its 16th annual spring bazaar 11 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday at the former Oktoberfest Build-
ing, Building 747 on Carter Road in Fort Bliss. 
Hobby craftsmen and women will display various 
goods, including items for Easter. There will also 
be German specialties like bratwurst, waffles and 
German cakes and pastries, German beer, cof-
fee and soft drinks. Free. Information: 201-5939, 
201-5942 or betreuunginelpaso.com.
Armed Forces Day Parade: Join FMWR for 
their second annual Armed Forces Day Parade 
May 18. This year they’ll have the very popular 
parade of floats, marching bands, military vehi-
cles, community organizations and horses through 
West Fort Bliss. Parade begins at 10 a.m. on 
Pershing Road with activities to follow on Noel 
Parade Field. We are looking for floats, military 
units, schools, marching bands, and community 
organizations to participate. Visit bliss.armymwr.
com, search parade. Fill out the registration form 
and email it to blissmwr@gmail.com. Deadline to 
sign up is April 22. 588-8247 or 568-2554.
Bliss Briefs Tax Center open: The Fort Bliss 
Tax Center is open Monday through Friday 9 
a.m.-7 p.m. and Saturdays and training holidays 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 2910 Cassidy Road. 568-
1040 
Run for the Fallen 5K and 1-mile walk: 
Bring the whole family to remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice April 13 at Run for 
the Fallen 5K and 1-mile walk. There will be a 
remembrance ceremony at 8:30 a.m. at the Field 
of Honor, where the names of the fallen will be 
read. The race begins at 9 a.m. Registration re-
quired and can be done until April 7 at Soto, 
Stout, Milam PFCs, or raceroster.com through 
April 10. Race fee includes a t-shirt. $15/pp. Late 
Registration and packet pick-up will be available 
April 12 from 4:30-7pm at the Freedom Crossing 
Food Court. $10 fee incurred for late registration. 
744-5785
Center Chapel 1 closed: Due to necessary 
construction/repair, the Traditional worship ser-
vice at Center Chapel 1 (no change in time) is 
now being held at neighboring Sage Hall until 
May 1. 568-1519 
McGregor/FBTX ammo point closings: The 
McGregor Range/FBTX Ammunition Supply Point 

will be June 17-21; and Sept. 16-20. Issue docu-
ments can be submitted through TAMIS during the 
closures. 569- 9528 
Army contracting open house: The MICC 
Fort Bliss Contracting Office and the El Paso 
Procurement Technical Assistance Center invites 
you to the MICC Fort Bliss Acquisition Forecast 
Open House Forum April 4 to discuss anticipated 
contracting opportunities for Fiscal Year 2019. 
This forum is an opportunity for industry to learn 
about prime and subcontracting opportunities at 
Fort Bliss and White Sands Missile Range, N.M. 
For informational purposes only. Also, represen-
tatives from the following agencies will be in at-
tendance: El Paso Small Business Administration, 
Albuquerque Small Business Administration, Las 
Cruces Procurement Technical Assistance Center 
(PTAC), General Services Administration (GSA), 
and FedBid. Registration required. Register at 
http://www.elpasococ-events.org/miccforecast 
before March 29. Free. 9-1 p.m. El Paso Commu-
nity College Administrative Services Center, 9050 
Viscount Blvd
Easter-A-vaganza: Come out to Biggs Park 
April 20 12-4 p.m. There will be inflatables, 
FREE photos with the Easter Bunny and our new 
24 Carrot Egg Quest! Free. Open to the public. 
588-8247
Attention new command spouses: The 
Spouse Leadership Development Course is a new 
40-hour course run by the Noncommissioned Of-
ficer Leadership Center of Excellence and United 
States Army Sergeants Major Academy. It will 
offer an introduction to a number of extremely im-
portant topics for those spouses who are entering 
into a command team at the battalion level. Les-
sons cover a wide range of topics from protocol 
and etiquette, Red Cross, Army Emergency Relief 
and public speaking. Classes start in April. Con-
tact Michelle Mebane at 744-1201. 
Bible study: Fort Bliss post-wide Bible study 
takes place every Wednesday from 6-7 p.m. at 
Bldg. 449-451, Pershing Road. Free dinner from 
5:30 p.m. Childcare provided. 568-4334 
Easter Brunch: Celebrate Easter Sunday, April 
21 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Centennial Banquet 
and Conference Center. Enjoy breakfast favor-
ites, lunch classics, and luscious desserts in the 
beautiful ballroom. Photo opportunities with the 
Easter Bunny so bring your camera. Cost: $22.95 
for adults, $11.95 for kids ages 5-10, and free 
for kids 4 and younger. Reservations required by 
April 18. 744-8427.  
ICE comments: Make your voice heard. Tell us 
exactly how we are doing. Good or bad: Bring it 
on. You may remain anonymous, if you choose to 
do so. Listing your contact information allows us 
to provide direct feedback. Fort Bliss has an out-
let available, the Interactive Customer Evaluation 
program, fully functional again to all customers. 
Find it online at https:// ice.disa.mil/ index.cfm?-
fa=site&site_id=435. 
Special Olympics: Spend a day of hope and 
inspiration with Fort Bliss athletes April 27, 8 a.m. 
at Burges High School for their regional sprint 
track and field meet. Opening ceremonies will be 
April 26 at 6:25 p.m. at Burges. Volunteers are 
welcomed. 569-4227, ext. 5
Yard Sale: The spring bi-annual yard sale will 
be 8 a.m.-2 p.m. April 27 throughout post hous-
ing. Open to all those living in military housing. 
This is a perfect opportunity to unload some of 
your unwanted household goods, especially if you 
have an impending PCS move. For DOD ID card 
holders who are not living on post, they can sell at 
Old Fort Bliss Replica, located at 5054 Pershing 
Road, Participants must bring their own table to 
display. Only personal items, no commercial sell-
ers. To reserve a spot at Old Fort Bliss for the sale, 
call 588-8482. Open to the public. 568-2554

FMWR
Earth Day Pallet Art: Are you ready for Earth 
Day? Celebrate with the Art & Hobby Shop and 
1AD EOO Office, April 6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. While supplies last. Open to DOD ID card-
holders and family members 15+  568-5563
UFC Fight Night: Catch UFC Fight 235 6 p.m. 
April 13 at Monti Warrior Zone. 21+ drink spe-
cials available throughout the night. 741-3000
Easter Egg hunt: Bring your bathing suit and 

jump in the pool at the Easter Egg Swim April 
20 at Replica Pool. There are two sessions, the 
first will be 9:30-10:15 a.m., the second will be  
10:30-11:15 a.m. Each session is limited to the 
first 100 participants. There will be six golden 
eggs, three per session, available to “find’ and 
redeem for a free week pass at the pool! Redeem 
eggs at the Bunny store for great prizes, while 
supplies last. The Easter Bunny will also be tak-
ing photos. Swim fees, all pool rules and policies 
do apply. Open to DOD ID cardholders, children 
3-12. 741-5901
Yappy Hour: Enjoy the evening with your fa-
vorite four-legged friends April 18, 6-8 p.m. at 
the Sam Adams Pub Patio. There’ll be toys, treats 
and eats for your furry friends to enjoy. Dress up 
in your flowery shirts, hats and more! We will be 
having a best dressed contest, this is a chance to 
win a prize. Happy Hour specials throughout the 
night. Open to the public. 568-6814
Gaming tournament: The Monti Warrior 
Zone will host a Dragon Ball FighterZ tournament 
April 27 from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Includes a t-shirt 
and one drink of your choice. Prizes for first, sec-
ond and third place winners. Open to the public, 
18+ $15. 741-3000

Go Youth
In-home Saturday childcare from CYS: 
Family Child Care offers in-home providers for 
CYS-registered kids. For care information, or to 
receive an updated list of FCC providers, call 
568-4198 or visit the office at 3503 Story Rd. 
Cost: $5/hr. with $10 deposit. Reservations re-
quired. 744-7879 
School Age Book Club: The School Age Book 
Club is for children ages 7–12. A staff member 
will read for part of the time and the children will 
read aloud as well from 4–5 p.m. every Wednes-
day at Mickelsen Library. Activities and projects 
are completed at home, returned and shared at 
subsequent meetings. Occasional refreshments 
are provided. 568-6156 

Community
German Spring Bazaar: The German Air 
Force Air Defense Center of Fort Bliss hosts its 
16th annual spring bazaar 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat-
urday at the former Oktoberfest Building, Build-
ing 747 on Carter Road in Fort Bliss. Hobby 
craftsmen and women will display various goods, 
including items for Easter. There will also be 
German specialties like bratwurst, waffles and 
German cakes and pastries, German beer, coffee 
and soft drinks. Free. 201-5939, 201-5942 or 
betreuunginelpaso.com
Sun City Craft Beer Festival: The Sun City 
Craft Beer Festival is this weekend at the El Paso
Convention Center (indoor and outdoor event). 

The two-day event features more than 170 nation-
al, regional, local and newly released craft beers, 
ciders, wine and mixed drinks, as well as a game 
zone, food trucks, vendor booths, a liquor lounge, 
live bands and djs. Cost: $20; $35 for both days. 
Designated Driver admission $10 per day. Sunci-
tycraftbeerfest.com
El Paso Comic Con: WWE legend Jake “The 
Snake” Roberts, and voice actor Johnny Yung 
Bosch are among the special guests at this year’s 
El Paso Comic Con April 12-14, at El Paso Con-
vention Center. Exhibit Hall. Gaming area hours 
are 5-11 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday. (575) 405-0461, 
epcomiccon@gmail.com, elpasocomiccon.com
Brew at the Zoo: The El Paso Zoological Soci-
ety’s host its Brew at the Zoo from 6-10 p.m. Sat-
urday at the El Paso Zoo, 4001 E. Paisano, with 
beer samples paired with BBQ bites from local 
restaurants, live music, animal encounters, prizes 
and more. Tickets at webstore1.centaman.net. 
212-0245, elpasozoosociety.org or Facebook at 
El Paso Zoological Society
Water Lantern Festival: One World Water 
Lantern Festival: The One World Water Lantern 
Festival is 4:30-9 p.m. Saturday, at Ascarate Park 
6900 Delta. Tickets: $40; includes entry into fes-
tival area, floating water lantern, LED flashlight 
keychain, marker and wristband. Food trucks, mu-
sic and activities from 4:30-7 p.m., with lantern 
designing at 6:30 p.m. and lantern launch 7-8 
p.m. waterlanternfestival.com/elpaso
OCS Alumni Assoc. Reunion: Calling all 
branches, all classes 1941-present. There will be 
an OCS Alumni Association Reunion April 28. 
This is going to be a great time with the opening 
of Phase I of the OCS Heritage Center; the dedi-
cation of more bricks, pavers, and class memori-
als; the induction of the 2019 The U.S. Army OCS 
Alumni Association Hall of Fame class; and the 
presentations of the Nett Award and the Patterson 
Award. Mini class reunions are welcome to cele-
brate with the national reunion. www.ocsalumni.
org/ or ocsalumnireunion@gmail.com 
Spring Cactus Garden Tours: El Paso Cactus 
and Rock Club and Native Plant Society hosts its 
garden tour and plant sale 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Satur-
day at Westside/Central gardens, and 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Sunday, at Northeast gardens. The residen-
tial landscapes feature cactus and native plants. 
Gardeners will be on hand to discuss plants and 
their care. Tickets: $5 per carload per day; avail-
able at each site and good for all gardens on that 
day. Information: 240-7414, elpasodesert/epcrc 
Super kite contest: The 17th annual kite fly-
ing contest, sponsored by Westside Communi-
ty Church, is noon-3 p.m. April 6, at Francisco 
Delgado Park, on Imperial Ridge behind Franklin 
High School. Prizes for most unusual and lon-
gest-time in the air and most beautiful kite. Event 

U.S. v. Terrence Eugene Hawkins: Terrence 
Eugene Hawkins pled guilty Feb.1 to Trespass of 
Military Installation on Fort Bliss. Mr. The court sen-
tenced Hawkins to three years of probation.
U.S. v. Gilbert Conrado Duran, Jr.: Gilbert 
Conrado Duran, Jr. pled guilty Feb. 6 to Assault by 
Striking, Beating, or Wounding on Fort Bliss. Mr. 
The court sentenced Duran to 15 months of proba-
tion.

Federal District and Magistrate 
Court Trial Results

OFF DUTY>>

OFF DUTY>>

ANNOUNCEMENT
Debt collection notices: 
This is a debt collection notice for Staff 
Sgt. Terrence D. Everheart. All services 
under Everheart’s name should be put on 
hold. All those with debts to be collected 
under the name of Everheart or for informa-
tion regarding collections, call Capt. Eileen 
Kidder at 741-1693

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

2857 Saul Kleinfeld Dr. | 856-1616
11920 Vista Del Sol Dr. #B | 857-5798
14240 Horizon Blvd. | 852-8181

MILITARY DISCOUNT 
4-STAR DAY CARE

HEAD START
HOT MEALS

CCS PROGRAM
TRANSPORTATION

INFANTS-13 YEARS OLD
Offering child care in El Paso since 1991

5:45am-
6:30pm
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Love is here...

Far East El Paso

Compliments of Laven Publishing Group

www.petfinder.com
enter 79938

Email address: 
pgawaep@hotmail.com

Health 
Guarantee!

Pet Guardian Angel click Pet 
List Enhance Photo

$125 Adoption Fee
Cash or Card - No checks

But welcome checks for 
donations as well as pet 
food, litter, toys, office 
supplies, laundry soap, 
and chainlink fencing.

PET 
GUARDIAN 
ANGEL
14911 McCracken at 
O’Shea • 598-0411



includes jumping balloons and face painting, as 
well as free kites for the first 50 kids attending. 
Free. 877-8000 or westsidecommunity.org
Las Cruces Space Festival: The 2nd annual 
celebration of space-related activity and interest in 
Southern New Mexico and beyond is April 7-13, 
with film screening, hands-on activities and more. 
Free, unless otherwise listed. Information: (575) 
541-2444, lcspacefestival.com or on Facebook
White Sands Muscle Car/Truck Show: Al-
amogordo Mustang Club’s 16th annual American 
Muscle Car and truck show is 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 13, in the Home Depot parking lot, 
3400 N. White Sands in Alamogordo. Spectator 
admission is free. alamostang.com
Vietnam Vets: In recognition of their service and 
sacrifice, Vietnam veterans can receive a special 
memorial lapel pin from the Army and Air Force 
Exchange Service March 29 to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War. 
Veterans should contact their local Exchange for 
details on the time and location of the pinning cer-
emony.
Mount Cristo Rey: The Mount Cristo Rey moun-
tain trail will be open 9 a.m.-1 p.m. April 19. The 
trail features stops for the traditional 14 Stations of 
the Cross, as well as shrines to Our Lady of Fatima 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe. The trail is 5 miles 
round trip. 252-9840
‘Party for the Planet’: The El Paso Zoo, 4001 
E. Paisano, combines its annual Earth Day and 
Easter weekend events into one celebration 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. April 20-21. 212-0966, elpasozoo.

org, or on Facebook at ElPasoZoo
Easter Egg Hunt/Spring Bash: The 18th an-
nual Easter Egg Hunt/Spring Bash family event is 
noon-3 p.m. April 20, at Francisco Delgado Park, 
on Imperial Ridge behind Franklin High School. 
Free. 877-8000, 490-0288 or westsidecommuni-
ty.org
Golden Egg Hunt/April Pools Day: The City 
of El Paso Parks and Recreation Department will 
host a Golden Easter Egg Hunt April 20, at Armijo 
Aquatic Center, 911 S. Ochoa. Free. 212-0397 
or elpasotexas.gov/parks-and-recreation
Northeaster Parade: The 41st annual Trans-
mountain Optimist parade is 10 a.m. April 20, 
along Dyer Street. This year’s theme is “Sports 
Eggtravaganza” with the El Paso Rhinos as Grand 
Marshals. Co-sponsored by Mimbela Contractors. 
northeasterparade.wix.com/northeasterparade

For more information or to 
place your order call

VIRY RAMIREZ
Independant Distributor

915.303.1519

Taking care 
of your skin 
in the desert 
is tough. 
Let Seytu 
make it easy.

PRINT LEGIBLY - NO MORE THAN 30 WORDS
Allow one to two weeks for submission

  HOME PHONE: #:

  NAME:                                                                                     (SPOUSE’S) RANK:
  (SPOUSE’S) UNIT:                                                                                     
  SIGNATURE:                                                                                    DATE:

I certify that this advertising is in no way connected with a commercial venture advertisement and I am:
☐ ACTIVE DUTY    ☐ RETIRED     ☐ DAC     ☐ MILITARY DEPENDENT

Enter online at www.fortblissbugle.com or e-mail classifieds@lavenpublishing.com

Publish this advertisement in the following category (Select Only One):

☐ Appliances ☐ Furniture ☐ Pets ☐ Wanted
☐ Baby Items ☐ Homes For 

     Sale or Rent
☐ Photo &
     Electronics

☐ Yard Sales
     (On-Post Housing: 1st 
     wknd of the mo. only)

☐ Clothing
    (no military issue)

☐ Lost & Found ☐ Sporting Goods
     (no weapons)

☐ Computer & 
     Video Games

☐ Miscellaneous ☐ Vehicles

Mail or Bring To: PAO-Bldg. 15, Ft. Bliss, Texas 79916

MUST FILL OUT INFORMATION BELOW OR AD WILL NOT RUN

Classified Ads are limited to 30 words and must be written on the form that is published every week. Otherwise the form can be filled out at 
the Public Affairs Office, Building 15. It may take two weeks to print the ad due to backlog since ads run first come first serve basis. Ads will 
only be printed once. The Bugle Classified Section will not publish work phone numbers, ads which are unclear/illegible or ads for business 
use. Ads marked with more than one category shall be placed in the Miscellaneous section. This section is a service provided free of charge 
for active duty service members, their families, DAC employees and retired military members.

Homes for Sale or Rent
House for rent. Northeast. 4 bdrm./1.75 ba., carport. 
Large fenced back yard. Available now. $825/mo., $825/
dep. 10528 Brisbane. Off McCombs and Salem. 740-4983
Duplex for rent: 3 bdrm./2 ba., stove, refrig., dishwasher, 
ceiling fans. Large living room w/ fireplace, w/d, one-car 
garage. Private front/back door. Rock fence. No pets. 
4702 Frankfort Ave. 525-5233
House for rent: 3 bdrm., one-car garage, stove, refrig., 
w/d hook-up, cooling/heating. Driveway, fenced back-

yard. 549-6448
Duplex for rent: 2 bdrm/full ba., large living room, dining, 
new carpet, all appliances, w/d, central heat/cool, one-
car garage, covered patio, encl. yd, water paid. $825/mo. 
$825/dep. 9312 Aquarius. 591-7699

Misc.
15' Trampoline sportspower $130; 650 Bricks 12x8x4. 
$500 for all. 315-8640

Vehicles
1984 Honda V65 Magna 1100cc. Classic. Excellent condi-
tion. Excellent running condition. $3,500. 433-8381
2001 Cyclemate 200 tow behind a bike cargo trailer $800 
gray, fat tires used once. 383-2952

 CLASSIFIEDS >>

 CLASSIFIEDS >>A
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fortblissbugle.com
classifieds@lavenpublishing.com
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“All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
‘any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion or national origin, or any intention to make such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.The Bugle will not accept any advertisement for real estate which is in violation of the law. All dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.”

Washer & Dryer 
Rentals

Prices starting at $30
Washer Leasing Service

779-0048

 RENTALS

COMMERCIAL CLASSIFIEDS >>

RENTALS
EAST

2845 Beachcomber B ....$650
1582 Diego Rivera ..........$850
11023 Oasis ...................$875
12412 Tierra Bella ..........$925
1472 Sierra de Oro ........  $950
1694 Leroy Bonse ........   $975
4529 Joseph Rodriguez .$995
11212 Pony Soldier ......$1025
12640 Tierra Tigre ........$1050
12230 Saint Mark.........$1050
14121 Tierra Leona ......$1100

2220 Azure Point ..........$1125
13942 Vaquera Rock ....$1150
14333 Patriot Point .......$1195
14314 Wood Point ........$1195
1444 Cedar Point ..........$1200
12883 Hidden Grove ....$1250
2416 Escape Point .......$1295
12433 Paseo Alegre .....$1295
12325 Sombra Grande .$1350
14708 Oldenberg .........$1450
14425 Lacota Point ......$1475

HORIZON
14328 Desert Cactus ...$1125

LOWER VALLEY
7211 Safford...................$795

CENTRAL
3526 Nation 1/2 .............$475

NORTHEAST
3905 Flory #10 ...............$425
5429 Yarmouth ...............$825
10048 Kellogg ................$850
10963 Nathan Bay .........$875
10465 Orpheus ..............$875
10465 Omega ................$895
11048 Middledale ........$1050
6836 Ridgetop ..............$1000

5241 Sweetwater .........$1025
10863 Golden Sands ....$1050
11107 Redstone Cove ..$1200
10043 Paloma ..............$1300
5453 Rick Husband ......$1300

WEST
6262 Escondido Studio ..$695
6262 Escondido ............$1100

UPPER VALLEY
4200 Roxbury ...............$1175

SERVICES RENTALS

Available 7 days a week. 
MILITARY DISCOUNTS. 

Free estimates. Call or text

915-745-0836

 A BUSY BEE’S  
CLEANING SERVICE

772-9177

LOS ANOS DORADOS
LIVING FACILITY 

State licensed. Northeast 
area. Private and safe semi-

private rooms, total care 
home environment

915-329-5554

M&L HAULING 
APPLIANCES 

BAGGED WASTE
JUNK

915-504-4949

* * PUZZLE time
See answers on page 9B
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Gotta cravin’ 
for wings, 

nachos, 
burgers, 

or just want 
to wet your 

whistle?
Come on by...

Stop in for one of our weekly lunch specials

1330 Robert E. Lee
915.779.2170
www.trackoneelpaso.com 
Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-midnight |  Fri-Sat 11am-2am

There is only one Earth. Don’t abandon it in its time of 
need. Take the steps to preserve and protect our planet.

Sponsored by

LAVEN PUBLISHING GROUP
5959 Gateway West, Ste. 450
915-772-0934

RECYCLE
TAKE

ACTION!
CONSERVE

WATER
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FORT
BLISS #1 USED CAR 

DEALER IN 
EL PASO!Collection Point

STOP BY
FOR A FREE
APPRAISAL!

•   WWW.DICKPOE.COM  •   WWW.DICKPOE.COM  •   WWW.DICKPOE.COM   •   WWW.DICKPOE.COM   •   WWW.DICKPOE.COM   •   WWW.DICKPOE.COM   •   

ON THE LOT...
OR ONLINE AT

WWW.DICKPOE.COM

6501 MONTANA • 778-9331
CHRYSLER/JEEP

1363 AIRWAY • 779-0100
DODGE • RAM

MORE THAN

500
USED CARS, TRUCKS, 

VANS AND SUVs
TO CHOOSE FROM!

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND LICENSE. ON APPROVED CREDIT. GOOD DAY OF AD ONLY. ALL DISCOUNTS FROM DICK POE. ALL REBATES ARE FROM THE MANUFACTURERS. RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.

2015 CHEVY SILVERADO
STK# P1815

$25,995
NICE TRUCK

2018 NISSAN ARMADA SV
STK# A15801

$29,995
HONEY OF A DEAL

2015 LEXUS ES350
STK# P1590

$24,995
PRICED TO SELL

2018 FORD TRANSIT-250
CARGO VAN

$25,995
TWO TO CHOOSE FROM

2016 HONDA CR-V
STK# T28386A

$24,995
PRICED TO SELL

2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA LTD.
4X4, STK# A15557

$39,995
ONLY 7K MILES

2018 DODGE CHARGER R/T
STK# P1818

$25,995
WON’T LAST

2015 CHRYSLER 300S
STK# T29317A

$22,995
A BEAUTY

2017 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED, STK# A15577

$28,995
HONEY OF A DEAL

2016 LANDROVER LR4 HSE
STK# 25936A

$39,995
WHY BUY NEW

2018 RAM 2500 SLT CREWCAB
DSL, 4X4, STK# A15653

 $44,995
WHY BUY NEW, ONLY 13K MILES

2018 AUDI Q3
STK# P1772

  $25,995
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM

2019 TOYOTA TUNDRA
STK# P1685

$39,995
LIKE NEW

2018 RAM 2500 DIESEL
STK# P1656

 $47,995
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM

2017 MERCEDES BENZ SLC 300
CONVERTIBLE, STK# A15810

$35,995
EXECUTIVE CONDITION

2018 NISSAN MAXIMA
STK# P1604

$24,995
SPORTY

2015 MERCEDES BENZ GLK 350
STK# T29085A

$21,995
NOT A MISTAKE

2018 RAM 2500 SLT DSL  
4X4, CREWCAB

$46,995
THREE TO CHOOSE FROM

2018 CADILLAC XTS
STK# P1806

$31,995
LIKE NEW

2018 RAM 1500 SLT
STK# P1807

$31,995
NICE TRUCK

2015 VW JETTA TDI
STK# P1523B

$14,995
DIESEL

2012 DODGE CHARGER 
SUPER BEE, STK# C9116A

$23,995
HARD TO FIND

A15763N 
2013 CHEVY SONIC LT ...........................................$6,995 
A15450A
2013 HYUNDAI ACCENT ......................................$6,995
25809A
2010 MAZDA 3i ..........................................................$7,995 
26075A, TAX TIME 
2016 NISSAN VERSA ..............................................$8,995
A15565A 
2011 FORD ESCAPE XLT ........................................$8,995
A15739A, DRIVES GREAT 
2014 DODGE DART SE .......................................$10,995
A15783 
2017 NISSAN VERSA SV ..................................$11,995
A15899A, GREAT STUDENT CAR 
2015 DODGE DART SXT TURBO .................$11,995 
25932B 
2016 CHEVY CRUZE LT .......................................$12,995
TWO TO CHOOSE FROM 
2017 CHEVY SONIC LT .......................................$12,995
A15700A 
2011 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE VAN ..............$12,995
25957A 
2015 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT .......................$14,995
FIVE TO CHOOSE FROM 
2017 NISSAN SENTRA SV ...............................$14,995
A15912 
2014 TOYOTA TACOMA ....................................$14,995
A15615 
2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT .........$15,995
A15581A 
2016 JEEP COMPASS SPORT .........................$15,995
A15570 
2017 CHEVY CRUZE LT .......................................$15,995
A15568 
2015 NISSAN ALTIMA SV ................................$15,995
4827A 
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA LE ...........................$15,995
A15607A 
2015 HONDA CIVIC EXL ...................................$15,995
25754A 
2017 HYUNDAI VELOSTER .............................$16,995
A15624 
2017 NISSAN ALTIMA SV ................................$16,995

A15608 
2017 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT .......................$16,995
A15578 
2016 KIA OPTIMA LX .........................................$16,995 
A15475 
2017 CHEVY MALIBU LT ....................................$16,995
A15654
2017 CHEVY MALIBU LT ....................................$16,995 

A15528 
2017 JEEP RENEGADE LATITDUE ................$16,995
A15514A 
2011 MERCEDES E350 ........................................$16,995 
A15601 
2017 FORD FUSION SE HYBRID .................$17,995
A15565 
2017 DODGE JOURNEY SE .............................$17,995 
A15519 
2018 CHEVY CRUZE LT HATCHBACK ......$17,995
A15408 
2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN ..............$17,995
A15595 
2017 HONDA CIVIC EX .....................................$17,995
A15454 
2016 TOYOTA RAV 4 XLE ................................$17,995
A15386A 
2018 FORD FUSION SE ......................................$18,995 
A15641 
2017 DODGE JOURNEY CROSSROADS .....$18,995
A15598 
2018 TOYOTA COROLLA SE ...........................$18,995
A15485, ONLY 2K MILES 
2018 JEEP RENEGADE ........................................$18,995
A15710 
2018 TOYOTA iM ....................................................$18,995
A15746, PURE LUXURY 
2015 LEXUS ES350 ...............................................$22,995
25932A 
2016 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT 4X4 .........$26,995
25897A 
2015 TOYOTA TACOMA PRERUNNER TRD .....$27,995
A15429 
2017 RAM 1500 LONESTAR .........................$27,995
A15640
2018 CHEVY SILVERADO C1500 ...............$28,995

P1502A 
2013 FORD FUSION .................................................$8,995
T29264A 
2004 TOYOTA 4RUNNER ......................................$8,995
C9029B 
2013 DODGE AVENGER .........................................$8,995
T29374C 
2013 KIA SOUL ............................................................$9,995
P1734A 
2008 HONDA PILOT ................................................$9,995
P1717 
2017 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE .............................$10,995
T28636A 
2013 CHEVY EQUINOX .....................................$10,995
P1521A 
2011 CHEVY MALIBU ..........................................$10,995
P1747A 
2014 JEEP PATRIOT ...............................................$11,995
P1704 
2017 HYUNDAI VELOSTER .............................$13,995
P1822 
2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA ...............................$13,995
P1788 
2018 TOYOTA YARIS ...........................................$14,995
P1781 
2015 NISSAN NV200 CARGO VAN .......$14,995
P1776 
2017 FORD FOCUS ................................................$15,995
P1824 
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA ..................................$15,995
C9036B 
2016 FORD EDGE ....................................................$16,995
P1792 
2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN ..............$16,995
T29255A 
2014 HYUNDAI SANTA FE ..............................$17,995 
P1816 
2014 HYUNDAI SANTA FE SPORT ............$17,995
P1817 
2018 HYUNDAI ELANTRA ...............................$17,995
P1631A 
2015 DODGE CHARGER SE ............................$17,995
P1759 
2018 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER ...................$18,995

P1823 
2017 SUBARU IMPREZA ...................................$18,995
C9091A 
2017 FORD MUSTANG .......................................$18,995 
P1721 
2018 TOYOTA CAMRY .......................................$19,995
T29177B 
2017 HONDA ACCORD ......................................$20,995
T28392A 
2017 KIA SORENTO .............................................$20,995
T29284A 
2016 KIA SPORTAGE ...........................................$20,995
P1710 
2018 CHRYSLER 300 LIMITED ......................$21,995
P1778 
2018 JEEP CHEROKEE .........................................$21,995
T29341A 
2016 KIA CADENZA .............................................$21,995
T29000D 
2016 GMC SIERRA .................................................$21,995
T29317A 
2015 CHRYSLER 300 S .......................................$21,995
P1703 
2018 DODGE JOURNEY ...................................$22,995
P1754 
2018 NISSAN ROGUE ........................................$22,995
T28648A 
2015 RAM 1500 SLT ............................................$24,995
P1815 
2015 CHEVY SILVERADO ..................................$25,995
P1803 
2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN ..............$26,995
T29318B 
2015 TOYOTA TUNDRA ....................................$27,995
P1505 
2018 FORD EDGE TITANIUM .........................$28,995
T29379A 
2016 RAM 1500 ECO DIESEL .........................$29,995
P1749 
2018 DODGE DURANGO GT ........................$31,995
P1658A 
2015 RAM 2500 POWERWAGON ...........$34,995
P1805 
2019 DODGE CHARGER R/T .........................$36,995

2018 JEEP WRANGLER
SAHARA JL

$38,995
FIVE TO CHOOSE FROM, MUST SEE

2014 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED, STK# P1697A

$26,995
OFF-ROAD

2018 SUBARU 
OUTBACK

$26,995
STK# P1645, NICE SUV

SUPER
SPRING
SALE!

2017 FORD F-250  
STK# A15550

$42,995
BIG FORD TRUCK

2018 JEEP RENEGADE SPORT

$17,995
ONLY 2K MILES

2017 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE
STK# A15492

$17,995
NOT A MISTAKE

2008 VICTORY VEGAS LOW
MOTORCYCLE, STK# A15857

$5,995

2008 HARLEY-DAVIDSON VRSCAW
 MOTORCYCLE, STK# A15854

$7,995

2001 HARLEY-DAVIDSON FXD
 MOTORCYCLE, STK# A15855

$5,995

2007 VICTORY VEGAS JACKPOT
MOTORCYCLE, STK# A15856

$5,995
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