
1st Battalion, 327th Infantry Regiment (Bulldog Battalion), 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division currently operates in an advise-and-assist capacity in Mosul, Iraq.  The 
Bulldog Battalion employs its forces to a myriad of mission tasks aimed at strengthening the 
Iraqi forces within the area of operations. 

The Headquarters and Headquarters Company of Bulldog Battalion is partnered with the Mosul 
Police Department with whom it has undertaken a number of projects to expand the city’s 
policing capabilities. Specifically, Headquarters Company has fostered a professional 
relationship with the K-9 department, vigorously working to improve the efficiency of this 
specialized police unit in its defense of the Iraqi populace and its fight against Daesh. 

Lt. Col. Mohammad of the Mosul Police commented, “We are committed to defeating ISIS in 
and around Mosul. Our K9 unit has been keeping the people safe and we hope to expand our 
capabilities.” 

Following the expulsion of Daesh fighters from Mosul, the Iraqi Police Department worked 
tirelessly to rebuild its forces with regards to both personnel and training. Since the defeat of 
Daesh in the area, the Iraqi Police have reintegrated thousands of police officers into its ranks. 
An elite few serve on K-9 teams.   

These Iraqi K-9 teams serve in a multitude of capacities throughout the city. Primarily, the teams 
work to reinforce checkpoints and sniff out Daesh weapons/explosives caches throughout the 
province. Due to their mission set, these K-9 teams require special training on detection of 
explosive scents. Each dog is conditioned to identify the scents of common types of explosive 
residue and Improvised Explosive Device materials. This training has proved invaluable to local 
law enforcement and military personnel. Headquarters and Headquarters Company Commander, 
Capt. Oblak, commented, “The K9 unit in Mosul has taken every opportunity to utilize their 
unique assets to help the Mosul Police as well as Iraqi Security Forces in the hunt for ISIS.” 

To improve the training and housing of the K-9 teams, Headquarters Company has designed the 
blueprints and prepared for the installation of a new agility park, which will provide the units 
new, realistic obstacles with which to train the dogs to navigate. This agility park will mirror the 
obstacles encountered by K-9 teams throughout the metropolitan jungle that is Mosul. Similarly, 
Headquarters Company has identified specialized scent detection kits, these kids will train the 
dogs to detect improvised explosive devices. 

Because of the important role these K-9 units have in minimizing improvised explosive device 
threats in the province, efforts to improve their proficiency has taken the highest mission priority 
for Headquarters and Headquarters Company of 1-327th Infantry Regiment.  

-1LT Nicholas DiNella 
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Bulldogs	work	with	Mosul	Police	
MOSUL, Iraq – Below are 5 photos from the 1st Battalion, 327th Infantry Regiment, “Bulldog” visit 
to the Mosul Police K9 facility.  
	

	

U.S.	Army	Capt.	Chris	Oblak,	1st	Battalion,	327th	Infantry	Regiment’s	
Headquarters	Company	Commander	and	Capt.	Tate	Huseman,	1st	
Battalion,	327th	Infantry	Regiment’s	Golf	Company	Commander,	
discuss	needed	improvements	to	the	Mosul	police	dog	handling	facility	
with	Lt.	Col.	Mohammad,	Mosul	Police,	Feb.	19,	2019,	Mosul,	Iraq.	
Both	Captains	work	with	Iraqi	counterparts	to	ensure	the	most	
efficient	use	of	police	resources.	These	Soldiers	from	the	101st	
Airborne	Division	are	deployed	in	support	of	Operation	Inherent	
Resolve,	working	by,	with	and	through	the	Iraqi	Security	Forces	and	
Coalition	partners	to	defeat	ISIS.	(U.S.	Army	photo	by	1st	Lt.	Patrick	
Hogan)	

	

Iraqi	Police	Officer,	Sgt.	Mustafa,	displays	a	special	bond	with	his	
working	dog	during	a	demonstration	for	Coalition	Forces	advisors,	Feb.	
19,	2019,	Mosul,	Iraq.	Sgt.	Mustafa	used	commands	to	walk	his	K9	
partner	through	a	drill	to	practice	finding	explosives.	Additional	
training	facilities	being	designed	by	Coalition	Forces	will	aid	in	
achieving	a	better	outcome	for	the	K9	department.	The	Coalition	
works	by,	with	and	through	the	Iraqi	Security	Forces	and	Coalition	
partners	to	defeat	ISIS.	(U.S.	Army	photo	by	1st	Lt.	Patrick	Hogan)		

	

U.S.	Army	Capt.	Tate	Huseman,	1st	Battalion,	327th	Infantry	
Regiment’s	Golf	Company	Commander,	discusses	training	
requirements	through	an	American	linguist	with	Iraqi	Police	leader,	
Col.	Mohammad	on	Feb.	19,	2019,	Mosul,	Iraq.		Col.	Mohammad	
explained	the	training	requirements	for	the	dogs	and	their	handlers	
before	sending	them	out	to	checkpoints.	The	additional	training	
facilities	being	designed	by	Coalition	Forces	will	aid	in	achieving	a	
better	outcome	for	the	K9	department.	This	Soldier	from	the	101st	
Airborne	Division	is	deployed	in	support	of	Operation	Inherent	
Resolve,	working	by,	with	and	through	the	Iraqi	Security	Forces	and	
Coalition	partners	to	defeat	ISIS.	(U.S.	Army	photo	by	1st	Lt.	Patrick	
Hogan)	



	

Iraqi	Police	Sgt.	Mustafa,	a	Mosul	police	dog	handler,	and	his	K9	
counterpart	pose	after	a	demonstration	for	Coalition	partners	on	Feb.	
19,	2019,	Mosul,	Iraq.	The	Mosul	Police	have	trained	dogs	in	bomb	
detection,	narcotics,	non-compliance	and	cadaver	recovery.	Additional	
training	facilities	being	designed	by	Coalition	Forces	will	aid	in	
achieving	a	better	outcome	for	the	K9	department.	The	Coalition	
works	by,	with	and	through	the	Iraqi	Security	Forces	and	Coalition	
partners	to	defeat	ISIS.	(U.S.	Army	photo	by	1st	Lt.	Patrick	Hogan)	

	

U.S.	Army	Soldiers	from	Headquarters	Company	and	Charlie	Company,	
1st	Battalion,	327th	Infantry	Regiment	(1-327	IN)	with	their	Iraqi	Police	
counterparts	on	Feb.	19,	2019,	Mosul,	Iraq..	1-327	IN	is	advising	and	
assisting	Mosul	Police	to	improve	their	facilities	and	the	use	of	
available	training.	The	relationship	between	the	K9	unit	and	their	
Coalition	advisors	is	important	to	ensure	successful	checkpoint	
operations.		The	Coalition	works	by,	with	and	through	the	Iraqi	
Security	Forces	and	Coalition	partners	to	defeat	ISIS.		(U.S.	Army	photo	
by	1st	Lt.	Patrick	Hogan)	
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