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SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — Personnel from the 
Army’s Oahu Natural Resources Program and the 
Directorate of Public Works-Environmental Division 
planted over 1,000 native � ora and fauna in the Waianae 
mountain range and beyond, between January and the 
end of March. 

� ese plants, many of them rare and endangered 
species, were harvested from cuttings or seeds kept at a 
greenhouse and seed laboratory on Scho� eld Barracks.

“� e natural populations of a lot of these native 
plants are declining (in the wild) and trending toward 
extinction,” said Daniel Adamski, ONRP rare plant pro-
gram manager. “� e only way for us to keep them for the 
next generation are through these outplantings.”

More than 40 individuals from the Army’s ONRP 
and DPW participated in this year’s outplanting, which 
included more than 500 Cyanea superba, also known as 
the hāhā, a rare species of � owering plant endemic to 
Oahu, speci� cally the Waianae mountains. 

“Outplanting is everybody’s favorite part,” Adamski 
said. “You get to see the fruit of years of e� ort when the 

plants are back in their environment.”
� is is especially true for plants like the hāhā, which 

are considered extinct in the wild. � e hāhā in the 
Waianae forests today are a testament to the dedication 
of ONRP and DPW. 

“But hard work is done before the planting,” Adamski 
said. 

ONRP � eld crews spend the rest of the year pulling 
weeds and eradicating invasive species in the forest to 
make room for native plants and to monitor the health 

Photo by Karen A. Iwamoto, Oahu Publications Inc.
An ONRP worker restores native plants to the Waianae forest.

Celebrating

KAREN A. IWAMOTO
Sta�  Writer

Above — Makanani 
Akiona, seed propagul 
lab technician at the 
seed labratory on Scho-
� eld Barracks, records 
information on various 
seeds, March 28.

Left — A timed misting 
system at the green-
house on Scho� eld Bar-
racks helps ensure the 
correct environment for 
growing native plants. 

Right  — Personnel from 
the Army’s ONRP return 
native plants to their 
natural environment in 
Waianae.
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