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Five years ago, a 
group of individuals 
gathered together to 
come up with a plan 
involving Department of 
Defense Education 
Activity elementary 
schools on Fort Knox. 
The result was to 
demo Kingsolver and 
Pierce Elementary 
schools. On Sept. 14, 
that plan came to frui-
tion when the ribbon 
was cut to the new KES, 
which opened Aug. 7 for 
the beginning of the 

2017-2018 school year.
“This school is a very 

special place because (of) 
the legacy it represents,” 
said Laura Gibson, the 
principal of KES.

Dr. Youlanda 
Washington, the 
Kentucky Community 
superintendent for the 
Southeast District of 
DODEA, pointed out it 
was a privilege and 
honor to attend the rib-
bon cutting not because 
of the building but what 
DODEA places first—its 
students.

Dr. Linda Curtis, the 
DODEA principal depu-
ty and associate director 
of academics, said 
DODEA has given a lot 
of money to build new 

schools. In fact, DODEA 
is opening 14 schools 
this year.

“(It’s an) exciting time 
for all of us,” she said. 
“(It’s) amazing to think 
(the) ground breaking 
was three and one-half 
years ago. The new King- 
solver School represents 
the consolidation of 
Kingsolver and Pierce.”

The 116,000-square-
foot school is symbolical-
ly aligned with the 
installation, said Col. 
Eddie Gillon, the chief of 
staff for 1st Sustainment 
Command (Theater). He 
pointed out the school’s 
designers thought of 
everything through the 
eyes of a child because it 
has 51 restrooms and 
most of them were built 
with small children in 
mind.

“I am inspired by the 
idea of answering a call 
to care for our greatest 
treasures, our sons and 
daughters,” Gillon said.

Gillon left the stu-
dents with three pearls 
of wisdom: “be a good 
citizen by helping out 
whenever you can, work 
hard, and don’t settle for 
something.” 

His last piece of 
advice was be kind.

“If you see someone 
who needs a friend, be a 
friend,” he explained. 
“This helps add value to 
everyone’s life.” ■

‘Kingsman’ sequel 
premieres early

for nation’s
‘real statesmen’

By ERIC PILGRIM
EDITOR

Days before the rest 
of the world had an 
opportunity to watch 
the much-anticipated 
action-packed sequel to 
“Kingsman: The Secret 
Service,” enthusiastic 
Soldiers at Fort Knox 
beat them to the punch.

Masterminds behind 
the plan to premiere 
“Kingsman: The Golden 
Circle” at Knox Friday 
said Waybur Theater 
was the fitting location.

“It just makes sense 
because of our location 
to Knox plus the great 

partnership between 
the post and Brown-
Forman,” said Joe 
Bollinger, director of 
military and transpor-
tation for Brown-
Forman. “This is anoth-
er great opportunity for 
Brown-Forman and 
Fort Knox to collabo-
rate.”

Based in Louisville, 
Brown-Forman has 
been producing 
Kentucky bourbon 
since 1870 and has 
developed partnerships 
with Fort Knox in 
recent years. When 
“Kingsman” director 

Matthew Vaughn decid-
ed to feature a new Old 
Forester bourbon blend 
called Statesman in his 
second film, Brown-
Forman officials sug-
gested he premiere the 
movie at Knox.

“It’s a wonderful 

tribute to the real 
statesmen in our coun-
try,” said Abby 
McDonogh, a public 
relations specialist for 
Brown-Forman.

The second movie’s 
plot revolves around an 
evil person who devel-

ops a way to find the 
Kingsmen and kill 
them. To thwart this 
newest plot against 
them, the Kingsmen 
seek out their American 
counterparts, known as 
the Statesmen, equally 
determined to save the 

world from evil, albeit 
with uniquely American 
flair.

Shauna Clark West 
said the movie’s heroes 
highlight the military’s 
real-life role.

Dinner and a Movie produce 

the perfect blend for Knox
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New adjutant general
HRC PAO

Brig. Gen. Robert Bennett will assume 
responsibilities as the 61st adjutant general of 
the Army, executive director of Military Postal 
Service Agency and commanding general of U.S. 
Army Physical Disability Agency during an 
investiture ceremony to be held at U.S. Army 
Human Resources Command beginning 10 a.m. 
today.

For more information, see page A8.

Staff photo by Eric Pilgrim

Old Forester master taster Jackie Zykan addresses a packed theater at Waybur Theater on Fort Knox Friday night to thank 
Soldiers and Families for their many sacrifi ces in defense of the nation and introduce the enthusiastic crowd to the premiere of 
“Kingsman: The Golden Circle.”

See STATESMAN, page A3

Ribbon cutting represents 
consolidation of  two schools

Hispanic Heritage: ‘Shaping 
the bright future of  America’

Photo by Renee Rhodes, Fort Knox Visual Information

(Left to right) Col. Eddie Gillon Jr., the 1st Sustainment Command 
(Theater) chief of staff; Hayden Compton, a second-grader at 
Kingsolver Elementary School; Laura Gibson, the principal at KES; 
and Theresa Wilson, the assistant principal at KES; cut the ribbon 
at the school’s ribbon cutting ceremony Sept. 14.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Rakeem Carter

Service members from each of the branches in the military represent fi ve fallen Hispanic 
service members during a Hispanic Heritage Month observance at Waybur Theater in Fort 
Knox Friday. The observance was hosted by First Army Division East Commanding General 
Maj. Gen. Todd McCaffrey, who spoke at the event. Kentucky state Sen. Ralph Alvarado 
also addressed the crowd.

KES seen through 
eyes of  children

By SGT. RAKEEM CARTER
4TH CAVALRY MULTI-FUNCTIONAL TRAINING 
BRIGADE PUBLIC AFFAIRS

First Army Division East host-
ed a Hispanic Heritage Month 
observance Friday titled, 
“Shaping the Bright Future of 
America,” at Waybur Theater on 
Fort Knox, Kentucky.

The guest speaker for the 
event was Kentucky state 
Sen. Ralph Alvarado, the first 
Hispanic member elected to the 

Kentucky General Assembly.
Maj. Gen. Todd McCaffrey, 

commanding general of First 
Army Division East and host of 
the event, explained the impor-
tance of diversity in the military.

“(Hispanics) represent not 
only a diversity of gender and 
diversity of service members but 
also a diversity of conflicts,” 
McCaffrey said. “They represent 

See HISPANIC HERITAGE, page A4

Retiree appreciation
KNOXINFO

Military retirees, their
Family members and surviving 
spouses are invited to the 
annual Fort Knox Retiree 
Appreciation Day event at the 
Saber & Quill from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Oct. 13.

For more information, call (502) 
624-7236.



Staff photo by Eric Pilgrim
Movie patrons stand for the playing of the national anthem prior to the start of 
the fi lm, a tradition AAFES maintains at all military theaters worldwide. Some saw 
this performance as particularly symbolic considering the movie was premiered at 
Fort Knox to honor “the real statesmen of our nation.”

“The movie and what it stands for 
is about saving the world,” said 
West, the commercial sponsorship 
and advertising manager for Fort 
Knox Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation. “What better way to 
say thanks to our statesmen than 
this?”

Two-hundred people purchased 
the VIP Dinner and a Movie pack-
age, which includ-
ed a buffet with 
traditional English 
food and preferred 
seating at Waybur 
Theater.

Tom Miller and 
his wife Olivia 
took advantage of 
the dinner. Tom 
said he enjoyed the 
meal and bourbon 
samples as Olivia 
collected a door 
prize.

“That’s a really 
nice flask,” 
the Fort Knox 
postal carrier 
said after Olivia 
handed her prize 
to him. She 
agreed.

“This is an
awesome night,” 
Olivia said.

“They should do it more often.”
Tom agreed. “Dinner and a movie 

always makes for a good date night.”
Waybur Theater featured more 

bourbon samples and red carpet 
photo ops for those who chose to 
partake of them.

Before the start of the movie, 
Old Forester’s master taster, Jackie 
Zykan, thanked participants for 
attending and the Soldiers and 
Families for their many sacrifices in 

defense of the 
nation.

The crowd 
cheered.

A final reminder 
of what the 
nation’s statesmen 
fight for, the now 
packed theater 
stood for the play-
ing of the national 
anthem.

“This movie cel-
ebrates why it’s 
great to be an 
American,” 
said Zykan. 
“Where else 
around here will 
you find America’s 
statesmen? And 
where else would 
you find anything 
more American 
than Kentucky 
bourbon?” ■

By KATHERINE 
KNOTT
GOLD STANDARD CONTRIBUTING 
WRITER

Ashton Aubuchon 
stood in a full-body 
suit, ready to face 
Devin, a dog who could 
turn her aggressive 
side on like a light 
switch. 

Army Spc. Aubuchon, 
a police officer at Fort 
Knox, stepped left, then 
right and then twisted 
her upper body. Devin 
jumped and bit into the 

suit near Aubuchon’s 
shoulder. The two 
sparred for a little bit 
until trainer Franco 
Angelini called it off.

Aubuchon is with the 
military working dog 
detachment on post. 
Last week, she and dog 
handlers from Fort 
Knox, other military 
posts and local law 
enforcement gathered 
at the K-9 kennels on 
post for a four-day class 
on dog training. 
Angelini, a North 
Carolina-based K-9 
trainer, led the class. 
The goal was to elimi-
nate bad habits and 
better equip the dog 
handlers. 

Aubuchon said 

Angelini’s lessons about 
the dog’s psychology 
and behavior clicked 
after only 18 hours.

“I understand it 
now,” she said. “I under-
stand how a dog thinks 
and operates.” 

A key part of K-9 
training is building the 
dog’s confidence, she 
said. 

“You have to teach 
them that they can 
win,” she said.

Sergeant 1st Class 
Marcus Bates said the 
annual training delves 
deeper into the science 
of the dogs and the bite. 
The Military Working 
Dog Center at Lackland 
Air Force Base in San 
Antonio, Texas, doesn’t 
have time to go as 
in-depth, said Bates. 
They stick to going over 
the basics of handling 
and training.

“It advances our 
techniques so we can 
advance the dogs,” he 
said.

Because the four-day 
class costs more than 
$7,000, according to 
Bates, they opened it 
up to other local law 
enforcement and mili-
tary dog detachments.

Angelini worked 
with the participants 
on decoy training
Sept. 13. Each one took 
a turn in the bite suit 

as a decoy as well as 
working with the 
dogs. Angelini said 
the decoy work was 
similar to sparring in 
boxing.

The strategy includ-
ed grip development, 
animal behavior, and 
the mechanics and con-
fidence building of the 
decoys and the dogs. 
Overall, he said his 
hope was to break bad 
habits the handlers and 
dogs have picked up.

Bates said the goal 
of each training session 
is a full-mouthed deep 
bite. They worked with 
the dogs to drive into a 
person rather than tug-
ging at them.

“Rather than pull, 
pull, pull, we’re teach-
ing them to drive, drive, 
drive,” Bates said.

The participants 
brought their own dogs, 
which Bates said helps 
with the training 
because dogs can only 
perform a few runs 
before exhaustion kicks 
in.

“This type of training 
is high-intensity,” he 
said. “We don’t want to 
smoke them out.”

Aubuchon said a 
decoy is the one train-
ing that can make or 
break the animal. “It’s 
extremely important to 
know what you are 
doing.”

Louisville Metro 
Police officer Adam 
Sears came to the 
training with Hondo. 

Sears said the train-
ing helped teach him 
the right way to per-
form decoy work. 

“It’s important to do 
the thing right,” he 
said.

Sears has been with 
the K-9 unit for about 
six years and wanted 
Angelini’s feedback and 
constructive criticism.

“Everyone needs to 
be humbled,” he said.

Additionally, he said 
training will help him 
better develop new dogs 
with the department. 
Louisville Metro has 15 
dogs.

Everyone in the class 
was improving, accord-
ing to Angelini, but the 
key will be the work 
they continue after-
ward.

“These new tech-
niques have to be main-
tained or they’ll go 
back,” he said. “It’s a 
perishable skill.” ■
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Teams learn
to take bite
out of  crime

Training helps prepare 
police dogs, handlers

Photos by Katherine Knott, The News-Enterprise

Military working dog Zora bites into Spc. Ashton Aubuchon’s suit at K-9 training on Fort Knox 
Sept. 13. Zora was one of many dogs attending the four-day training seminar last week.

K-9 Devin waits before a training session at Fort Knox Sept. 13. 
The human decoy wears a protective bite suit in each match.
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(Above) Sgt. Maj. Trever Sellers, Adjutant General operations sergeant major at U.S. Army Human 
Resources Command, snaps a smartphone photo of his wife, Tamitha (left), and daughter, 
Victoria, posing at one of several cardboard cutouts for “Kingsman: The Golden Circle.”
(Below) As part of the red carpet experience, movie goers had an opportunity to sample the Old 
Forester Statesman bourbon featured in the fi lm prior to entering Waybur Theater. Fort Knox 
Soldiers, Families and civilians packed out the theater by the start of the premiere.
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Photo by Ryan Brus, Fort Knox PAO
Patrons enjoy a meal and drinks beneath 
a massive ice sculpture of an Old Forester 
Statesman bourbon bottle at Saber & Quill. 
The sculpture was carved by local ice 
artist and Fort Knox Soldier, Joshua Perry.

■ From Page A1

Statesman: England meets Kentucky

David Luttrell, a 
marketing assistant 
for DFMWR, enjoys 

the banquet feast
at Saber & Quill

prior to the movie. 
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