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It’s beginning to feel 
a lot like Christmas.

The annual 
Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony at 
Fort Knox warmed a 
cold night at the post 
Gazebo Dec. 7. Several 
parents attended the 
holiday fueled event 
with their children in 
tow to help light the 
tree, enjoy hot cocoa and 
tell Santa their 
Christmas wishes. Many 
also enjoyed watching 
ice sculpting, new to the 
event this year, and lis-
tening to some 
Christmas caroling.

Sharron Caldwell 
said it was a great 
event. 

“We definitely 
enjoyed seeing Santa, 
and the ice sculptures 

are amazing. ... Overall, 
it got the kids really 
excited. It got every-

body in the Christmas 
spirit,” Caldwell said. 
“It definitely set the 

mood. It feels like 
Christmas is here, 
especially with the 
temperature. ... It defi-
nitely set the tone that 
Christmas is definitely 
upon us.”

Julia Prendergast 
agreed. 

Prendergast said she 
attended the event for 
her children’s enjoy-
ment and to get into 
the holiday spirit. 

“The festival of
the lights were just 
beautiful. The kids run-
ning up, it was nice. 
Just old fashion fun,” 
she said.

The ice sculpting 
was done by Sgt. First 
Class Joshua Perry of 
U.S. Army Human 
Resources Command. 

“It was a great 
event,” he said, noting 
the weather was 

Fort Knox tree lighting sparks Christmas spirit
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Several people from Fort Knox and the surrounding communities braved the cold weather Dec. 7 to gather around the post gazebo 
for the annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony and visit from Santa Claus.

Area families 

join forces for 

celebration
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Knox CWF seeks survey responses
FORT KNOX PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Fort Knox Civilian Welfare Fund officials are 
seeking feedback through a survey. Closing 
Dec. 15, responses to the survey are expected to 
determine the future of the Fort Knox CWF and 
services rendered. The survey can be found at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/TLQHGVK. For questions 
or more information, email John Emary at 
john.w.emary.civ@mail.mil or call (502) 624-8361.

S T R E N G T H  S TA R T S  H E R E

By ERIC PILGRIM
EDITOR

Officials at the 
Directorate of Public 
Works in Fort Knox 
have introduced a sim-
ple, inexpensive solu-
tion to motorpool oper-
ations that could save 
the Army money.

The problem 
involves how to sepa-
rate oil from water. 
The solution: pillows.

“It’s a plastic drum 
with a spigot in the 
bottom of it,” said 
Brian Faber, solid 
waste manager at the 
Environment 
Management Division. 
“[Soldiers] drain the 
drip pans for their 
vehicles into it and out 
comes water.”

Faber explained 
that the need for a 
solution arose when 
members of 19th 
Engineer Battalion 
struggled to know 

what to do with old oil 
pooling in their drip 
pans that had mixed 
with rainwater. 
Soldiers would dump 
the mixture into a 
660-gallon container to 
keep from violating 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
rules, and then DPW 
would pay a vendor 48 
cents a gallon to pick 
up the contents and 
haul it away for proper 
disposal. The cost 
amounted to more 
than $315 for each 
container.

The new filtering 
system uses layers of 
specially designed pil-
lows that sit inside the 
container. Soldiers 
dump their drip pan 
contents into it and 
the pillows absorb the 
oil, allowing the water 
to filter through to the 
bottom.

Soldier melds artistic passion 
with military service to nation

Photo by Brent Thacker | 1st TSC Public Affairs

Warrant Off cer Chris Campbell reunites with his wife, Nicole, and daughter, Evelyn, 1, at the 1st Theater Sustainment 
Command redeployment ceremony Wednesday at Sadowski Center. Campbell, along with 24 other Soldiers, returned 
to Kentucky from Kuwait after a six-month deployment. For more photos, videos and information on the reunion, go to 
@1stTheaterSustainmentCommand on Facebook.

Home for the holidays

By ERIC PILGRIM
EDITOR

When Joshua Perry 
looks at ice, he sees pos-
sibilities. He sees beauty. 
He sees art.

He lives seamlessly in 
two worlds. 

In the world of the 
Army, the sergeant first 
class at U.S. Army 
Human Resources 
Command works as tal-
ent management non-
commissioned officer for 
the culinary specialist 
career path. 

In the world of art, 
Perry turns huge blocks 
of ice into whatever his 
imagination conjures, 
whenever he can.

According to Perry, his 
desire to create some-
thing artistically started 
early, but the direction 
didn’t take shape after 
he was grown.

“I was artistic as a 
child, and my grandfa-
ther was an art profes-
sor,” he said. “I joined
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Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Perry, culinary arts talent manage- 
ment noncommissioned off  cer at U.S. Army Human 
Resources Command, shapes his latest masterpiece.

See TREE LIGHTING, 
page A3

DPW finds inexpensive
solution to oily water disposal

See ICE, page A2

Courtesy photo

Brian Faber, solid waste manager at Environment Management 
Division, Directorate of Public Works, explains to Soldiers 
from 19th Engineer Battalion how the new oil f  lter will work in 
existing motor vehicle drip pans. The f  lters will save the Army 
money.

See OIL, page A2

Ireland Acute Care Clinic 
to close on Sundays
FORT KNOX SAFETY OFFICE

The Ireland Army Health Clinic’s 
Acute Care Clinic will close on Sundays 
beginning Jan. 7, 2018. The adjusted 
hours of operation will be as follows: 
Monday-Saturday: 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
For more information see page A8.
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the Army as a culinari-
an. This is one of the 
things we do on 
Thanksgiving, so it was 
on a Thanksgiving that 
I got into it.”

Perry was stationed 
at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky on Thanks-
giving Day 2009 when 
his opportunity to 
sculpt ice manifested 
itself.

People took notice. 
Eventually, he ended 
up stationed in Hawaii 
managing other culi-
nary artists. While 
there, he found a fellow 
sculptor.

“I was fortunate 
enough to get teamed 
up with a guy by the 
name of Jeff Lein,” 
Perry said. “We carved 
ice together, and we 
just immediately 
clicked. We were on the 
same wave length 
when we carved, so we 
started practicing; we 
started traveling 
around competing in 
ice carving competi-
tions.” 

That was the start of 
it.”

Perry’s reputation 
grew, and with it, more 

responsibilities. His 
path led to Fort Knox, 
where he is in charge 
of assignments for 
other culinary artists – 
an office, with a desk, 
and a computer.

“When I came here to 
Fort Knox, I thought I 
was going to put my ice 
carving tools down and 
that was going to be the 
end of it,” he said. 
“Obviously that was not 
what I was wanting to 
do. I wanted to continue 
to carve because I really 
enjoy it.”

The 2016 Human 
Resources Command 
ball was coming up. 
Seeing an opportunity, 
Perry volunteered to 
carve an ice sculpture 
for it. There was only 
one problem – he need-
ed a place to freeze ice.

Cory Baxter, manag-
er of Patriot Commons, 
provided the solution, 
lending Perry space in 
the freezers.

“I thought it was 
just going to be that 
one sculpture and then 
the tools were going 
back up,” said Perry. 

Baxter came 
through again, provid-
ing space for Perry to 

leave his tools.
As a thank you, 

Perry started carving 
ice sculptures for 
Patriot Commons, 
which led him to Saber 
& Quill, and eventually 
to Shauna West at 
MWR Marketing.

It was there on Sept. 
15 where Perry’s art 
entered a much larger 
stage – center stage, in 
fact, at Saber & Quill, 
where a massive icy 
Old Forester bourbon 
bottle towered over 
everybody who came 
for dinner before 
attending a world pre-
miere showing of 
“Kingsman: The Secret 
Service” at Waybur 
Theater.

Many enquired 
about the mysterious 
artist who carved the 
beautiful bottle. There 
was growing interest 
in Perry’s art, but few 
had ever witnessed 
him carving in real 
time. That is, until 
Friday night.

Perry said he had 
wanted to sculpt ice 
outside at last year’s 
Christmas tree lighting 
event but the weather 
didn’t favor it and he 

didn’t have the ice 
made in time. This 
year’s event would the 
first opportunity to 
showcase his work 
while others watched.

“Anytime you can 
make a community 
event better with ice, 
it’s awesome,” he 
said. It’s been a good 
experience for me. 
Hopefully for the 
next year, at least, I 
can continue on.”

As he turned his 
attention to the 1.2 
tons of blocked ice that 
were beginning to look 
like a glistening 8-foot 
tall Christmas tree 
beneath his sander, the 
residual ice dust drift-
ed toward two girls 
standing nearby. 

They laughed, and 
danced in the unex-
pected snowfall blan-
keting them on a cold, 
cloudless evening. ■

■ From Page A1

Ice: Army culinarian enjoys frigid pasttime
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Joshua Perry’s Christmas tree ice sculpture lights up a cold 
night after the Christmas tree lighting ceremony.

Perry and his helper, Sgt. 1st Class Jon Cates, also from HRC, move a 
block into place. The blocks are scratched with a nail board to help with 
adherence. Water is then squirted between them to ensure a tight seal.

Joshua Perry sands the blocks 
of ice down to create a smooth, 
seamless surface once he carves 
the f nishing touches into the 
sculpture. (Left) Earlier in the day, 
Perry carved out an abominable 
snowman with the face missing 
so children could pose for pictures 
with their faces in the hole.

“The potential of a 
spill is almost alleviated 
when we use this sys-
tem,” Faber said.

Once the pillows 
reach their saturation 
level, they are bagged 
and hauled to the con-
taminated soil dumpster 
at the landfill. Another 
bonus is the system’s 
size and simplicity, mak-
ing it mobile for field 
operations and free of 
the need for an expen-
sive permit to operate it. 

Faber met with 
Soldiers and leaders 
from 19th Engineers on 
Nov. 27 to demonstrate 
how the process works. 
He said they jumped 
onboard.

His plan going for-
ward is to mount the 
container onto a cart “so 
on Monday morning 
when they have forma-
tion, a couple of guys 
can come around and 
the Soldiers can empty 
their drip pans.”

Each system costs 
roughly $400 and will 
process up to 33 gallons 
of pure product. 
According to Faber, it 
should last a year.

“It will save the 
Army a lot of money, 
both from the cost of 
paying somebody to dis-
pose of the oily water 
and also in potential 
EPA notices of viola-
tion,” said Faber. “It 
saves us heartache, too.”

Faber said the next 
step is to order more 
systems for the installa-
tion.

“In the summertime 
when we have cadet 
summer training, we’re 
going to have this 
deployed at the bus 
parking lot,” Faber said. 
“Anything we can do to 
help the Soldier out, 
we’re going to do it.”  ■
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Oil: System 
provides 
mobile option


