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Window Sill: Meaghanne Rice
Meaghanne Rice enjoys crochet

and playing the popular online
role-playing game World of
Warcraft. While it may seem an
unlikely pair, to Rice it works.

“I found my great grandmoth-
er’s crochet hooks and was like
‘I’m going to learn,’” said Rice. “I
sat in front of YouTube and it took
weeks until I finally understood it
and how I’m addicted.”

Rice began playing the game

when she was 16,
after switching
high schools.

“I met my hus-
band on World of
Warcraft and
most of my clos-
est friends,” she
said. “I don’t
spend as much
time as I used to but it’s definitely
still part of my life.”

Rice also enjoys cooking and
was a pastry chef before she and
her husband moved to Fort Sill.
The couple doesn’t have children
but Rice said their dog reaps the
benefits of living with a culinary-
minded human.

Is there someone you know who
should be highlighted? We want
to know! Contact the Tribune staff
at 580-442-5150.

Today: Showers, High: 64, Low: 55   Friday: Cloudy, High: 75, Low: 56 Saturday: Partly sunny, High: 81, Low: 63 Sunday: Cloudy, High: 81, Low: 63 

Alpha Warrior games

Photo by Monica K. Guthrie
Spc. Aaron Cross, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2nd Battalion, 4th Field Artillery, makes his
way through the Alpha Warrior obstacle course at Fort Sill, May 17. Representatives from American
Ninja Warrior and World Class Athlete Program were present to answer questions about healthy living
and how to be constantly physically prepared for combat. 

Story, photos
By Cindy McIntyre

One of the first two female
Marine artillery officers who grad-
uated from the Basic Officer
Leader Course May 17 at Fort Sill
has earned a place at the top of her
class, and the second woman
ranks sixth out of 137 in the BOLC
class.

2nd Lt. Virginia Brodie of
Manhasset, N.Y., is a distinguished
honor graduate, and 2nd Lt.
Katherine Boy of East Rochester,
N.Y., has earned a spot on the hon-
ors list in the top 5 percent. Both
will make Marine history as the
Corps’ first female artillery offi-
cers.

They, along with 135 Marines
and Soldiers, completed the final
phase of the 19-week training May
12 by integrating their skills into a
four-day exercise called the Redleg
War. During the exercise each stu-

dent took turns in various roles
such as fire support officer who
planned the firing data and
maneuvers, and the fire direction
officer who fired the artillery.

Then they and the 17 male
Marines who finished the course
with them will attend Marine
Artillery Officer Basic Course here
for four weeks to learn Marine-

specific tasks related to their 0802
military occupational specialty
(MOS). That is equivalent to the
Army’s field artillery officer 13A
MOS.

After that, Brodie, who graduat-
ed from the U. S. Naval Academy
in Annapolis, Md., will join 1st
Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment,
1st Marine Division at Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif., and Boy will be assigned to
1st Battalion, 10th Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division,
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune,
N. C.

Boy, a graduate of Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y.,
was commissioned in May 2015.
She said of her choice to become a
ground combat officer,“First of all
I was just lucky. I was in the right
company in TBS (The Basic School
for newly commissioned officers)
at the right time. I had a great SPC
(staff platoon commander) and a

great company commander and
they vouched for myself and
Second Lieutenant Brodie.”

Brodie said seeing the howitzer
in action for the first time helped
fuel her desire to be an artillery
officer.

“My SPC and the whole compa-
ny in TBS viewed me as someone
who wanted to be an artillery offi-
cer. So as soon as it opened we
already had our foot in the door
and he made it happen. We had a
ton of peers at TBS who really sup-
ported us and saw us as just
Marines and future artillery offi-
cers.”

“I’m a mechanical engineer,”said
Boy,“and seeing how the FDC (Fire
Direction Center) worked to get
the rounds downrange was what
made me excited about being in
artillery.”

Since the artillery MOS was not

Marines graduate first women artillery officers

Story, photos
By Cindy McIntyre

Editor’s note: This is second in a series on tornado and severe weath-
er preparedness.

“Mr. Windy, Mr. Windy, Mr. Windy. We are doing a Mr. Windy drill.
Please proceed to the Chickadees Room.”

The announcement for a tornado drill came over the loudspeaker at
Fort Sill’s Cooper Child Development Center on the morning of May 11,
but two weeks earlier it wasn’t a drill.

The tornado-safe Chickadees Room then was filled not only with 200
children and several dozen caregivers and staff, but also with parents
who had come to pick up their children when the tornado warning was
issued. Parents already there at the usual pick up time were soon joined
by others who feared for the safety of their children.

The center’s protocol is to lock down the facility, and staff refused to
let the children leave. Frantic parents were allowed inside and many
joined their children in the safe room.Although designed for around 380
children and staff, it made for a very uncomfortable hour-long event
said Lindsay Insomya, Cooper CDC facility director.

“The room got very, very hot, very stuffy,”she said.“We actually wor-
ried about the health and safety of the children with 300-plus people in
there.”

There may be times when they need to shelter even longer, and it
becomes more challenging to keep young children comfortable.

The safe room was designed with concrete-reinforced walls twice
as thick as the rest in the center, and metal dampers are pulled
down over all the glass windows and doors. If the power goes out,

Mr. Windy tornado drill

Miranda Daniel tallies the roll call of all the classrooms during a Mr.
Windy drill. Each classroom does a face-to-name tally to be sure all chil-
dren are accounted for. The tornado drill took less than two minutes to
assemble everyone in the Chickadee Room, a certified safe room.

See WOMEN, Page 3A

See WINDY, Page 6A

2nd Lt. Virginia Brodie 2nd Lt. Katherine Boy

CDCs, post school send
safety message to parents



By Monica K. Guthrie

Stories about twins start
the same: They did almost
everything together.

It was no different for
Army chaplains Steve and
Scott Tompkins. They ate
together, played together
and at age 7 the brothers
were baptized together at
the First Baptist Church in
Hays, Kan.

“(Scott) was baptized first
and everyone laughed and I
didn’t know why,”said Steve.
“When he went under the
water his feet went straight
up and everyone laughed. I
was kind of upset because
when I went no one laughed.
I didn’t know why.”

Some of Steve’s early
memories as children were
of him and his brother play-
ing “army” and “church.” He
said it seemed only fitting
that as adults they would
find a way to combine the
two by becoming Army
chaplains.

The road to chaplaincy
began after high school.
Together they attended
Oklahoma Baptist
University but were not as
serious as they needed to be,
said Steve. So they entered
the Air Force, first Steve and
then Scott a few years later.
After their service they used
the GI Bill to get their bach-
elor’s degrees before attend-
ing seminary, Scott at Dallas
Theological Seminary and
Steve at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Semin-
ary just an hour away in Fort
Worth,Texas.

“He started into seminary
first and he was ordained
first but we helped each
other and tried to take care
of each other,”said Steve.

After seminary the broth-
ers continued to follow each
other as they served in west-
Texas churches just a half an
hour from each other. The
pull to serve his country

came once again to Steve
and he joined the Army,
serving as a chaplain. Scott
meanwhile moved to
Oklahoma where he pas-
tored three congregations.
Scott wasn’t immune to the
call of serving in the military
and a few years later, he
joined the Army as well, in
the reserves to better contin-
ue serving his three church-
es.

“We just followed each
other,” said Steve. “Not just
with the military. We were
best friends.We were always
on the phone calling each
other, seeing how life was,
seeing what each other was
up to. We would even talk
about church issues or cer-
tain career paths and every-
day things like uniforms.”

Then April 6, Scott passed
away in his home in Hobart,
Okla. Steve was told the
death was a sudden heart
attack. Scott was found sit-
ting on a chair, laptop on his
lap. There was no sign of
struggle or discomfort
which was a comfort to Steve.

“He didn’t suffer so I’m
happy,” said Steve who went
on to explain how the last
message he received from his
brother was “LOL” (laughing
out loud). “He laughed up to
the last second.”

Steve said the most difficult
part is when he forgets his
brother is gone. In the weeks
following Scott’s death, Steve
said he found himself reach-
ing for his phone to call his
brother.

“I grieve obviously, but not
as those without hope,” said
Steve. “I know for a fact
where he’s at and I know I’ll
see him again one day.”

May 13, members of the
316th Quartermaster
Battalion, out of Okmulgee,
Okla., traveled to Fort Sill for
a memorial ceremony in
honor of their chaplain, Capt.
Scott Tompkins. Tompkins’
family attended the ceremo-

ny which included readings
by fellow Soldiers, including
Scott’s chaplain assistant,
Spc. Christian McMurtrey.

“We are here today in
remembrance,” said
McMurtrey. “There will be
some grief but let there be
celebration as well. He is now
home, and he has been look-
ing forward to going home
his whole life. All of his ques-
tions have now been
answered.”

Steve said he believes los-
ing his brother will allow him
to better understand the grief
of those he ministers to. He
said as a chaplain, it is diffi-
cult to know whether the
words he speaks are actually
helping the hurting, but now
he knows they do.

“The Fort Sill chaplains
have offered hope and com-
fort and I know how I have
been ministered to by their
words, it’s been magnified by
a million,”said Steve.“Only a
grieving person could know.”

Steve said his spiritual
strength has also helped him.

“My relationship with
Christ has really supported
me as well,” he said. “It’s
helped myself and my family

of course through this a very
difficult time.”

The legacy left behind by
Scott is that of a follower of
Jesus Christ, said Steve. He
said Scott learned to “keep

the main thing in life the
main thing”and to “not sweat
the small stuff.” Steve hopes
his legacy will be similar.

“I hope I can follow my
brother. If my legacy is that I

was like my brother, a follow-
er of Jesus Christ, I would be
honored,” he said. “I want to
live for Jesus as he did. I’m
one day closer to seeing him
again than I was yesterday.”

Estate claims
People with debts owed to or by the estate

of Capt. George H. Alsfelder, 1st Battalion,
30th Field Artillery, must contact Capt. Kyle
Carlson, summary court martial officer for
the Soldier. Alsfelder passed away at his
home May 8. For more information, call
Carlson at 580-442-5898 or email him at
kyle.j.carlson.mil@mail.mil.

Gate closure
Sheridan Gate is closed May 25 at 9 a.m.

through May 28 at 3 p.m. for barrier replace-
ment and road work.

SAMC ceremony
An induction ceremony for new members

of the Fort Sill chapter of the Sgt. Audie
Murphy club is June 2 at 11:15 a.m. in
Kerwin Auditorium in Snow Hall. All club
members are invited to honor the inductees.
In addition, the noncommissioned officer
and Soldier of the Year will also be
announced at the ceremony. For more infor-
mation, email Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey Johnson
at jeffrey.c.johnson.mil@mail.mil.

Post trading store
The Fort Sill Post Trading Store, 435

Quanah Road, is open today from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. The store sells various souvenirs, such
as coffee mugs, post cards and model can-
nons, art and afghans related to post’s his-
toric past.Volunteers are needed to man the
store and increase operating hours.

Email posttraderstore@gmail.com for
more information.

Behavioral health
The Child and Family Behavioral

Health Clinic offers its services to Army
children and families. The clinic is on the
second floor of Reynolds Army
Community Hospital directly above the
primary care clinics. Appointments are
available Mondays through Fridays from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Free training
Truman Education Center will again

offer free hazardous waste worker train-
ing program July 18-29. All classes meet
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.The program is pri-
marily geared for transitioning Soldiers,
however, nontransitioning Soldiers, veter-
ans, family members, Fort Sill government
and contract employees may also apply on
a space-available basis. People who com-
plete the 80-hour training program will get
certifications that may open doors to
future employment. Recently, nearly 1,700
hazardous waste-related jobs were listed
on an internet-employment website.

For more information or to apply for
training, contact Michael Dodds, educa-
tion services officer, at 580-442-3201 or
email michael.j.dodds2.civ@mail.mil.

ITAC note
The Fort Sill Income Tax Assistance

Center (ITAC) closed April 16, but people
may still file taxes after the deadline date.
Call Sheila Olsen at 580-442-6699 for
appointments.

Auto center hours
The Fort Sill Auto Skills Center, at Bldg.

2503 Ringgold Road, is open Thursdays and
Fridays from 4-9 p.m., and Saturdays and
Sundays from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. For more
information, call 580-442-4147.

Weapons check
Fort Sill has moved the weapons regis-

tration site to the Visitor Control Center,
Bldg. T6701, Sheridan Road at the Bentley
Gate entrance to post. It is open Sundays
through Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, call 580-442-
9603.

Traffic note
The Pig Farm and Cache Creek Road low

water crossings are under construction,
blocking traffic leading to the hand grenade
and Adams Hill personally owned weapons
ranges, and the gas chamber training area.
For access, take Bald Ridge Road to East
Boundary, then south to South Boundary
Road.

Civil weddings
Marriage ceremonies at the Comanche

County Court-house are Fridays from 2-4
p.m. Couples must bring two adult wit-
nesses with them. Cameras will be permit-
ted though bags are subject to routine
security search.

For more information or how to obtain a
marriage license at the courthouse, see
http://bit.ly/1u0lnn8.

Post thrift shop
The Fort Sill Thrift Shop is open Tuesdays

through Fridays, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; and
Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. It is open to
the public.The store is at 1731 Gruber Road.

For more information, call the thrift shop
staff at 580-355-8731.

Recycle center
The Fort Sill Recycle Center, Bldg. 3330

Sheridan Road, normal operating hours
are Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 580-
585-7865 for appointments.

Kick the habit
Reynolds Army Community Hospital

offers a Tobacco Cessation Program that
can help smokers find a tried and true way
to finally quit smoking. People who use
FDA-approved tobacco cessation medica-

tion plus classes or counsel-
ing are more likely to quit.
For more information on
this program, call 580-442-
7848.

Patriot hair salon
The Patriot Club hair

salon is open Mondays
through Fridays from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. for walk-ins and
appointments. Call 580-
442-0883 for more informa-
tion.
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Memorial honors post chaplain’s brother

Photo by Monica K. Guthrie
Members of the 316th Quartermaster Battalion, from Okmulgee, Okla., traveled to Fort Sill
for a memorial ceremony in honor of their chaplain, Capt. Scott Tompkin, May 13. 

Photo provided
When Scott came to visit
Steve at Fort Sill, the broth-
ers took this photo. It is the
last photo of the brothers
together. 

News briefs



open yet to women, they had to wait until
after January when the last remaining
ground combat positions were open to
women.

“Our company commander said that any
females that were interested in having a
combat MOS could apply,”said Boy,“and so
I told my SPC that’s what I wanted and he
really helped make it happen.”

Brodie said, “The Marine Detachment
here has done a great job of viewing us as
just Marines and treating us as any other
lieutenant would be treated.”

Maj. Eric Pickelsimer, 1st Battalion, 30th
Field Artillery officer in charge, Officer
Instructor Group, agreed.

“I haven’t treated them any differently
than any male student,”he said.“They didn’t
want to call attention to themselves either.
The goal is for them to be successful here
just like every Marine student.”

Although there were many challenges,
being female wasn’t really one of them, the
women said.

“I think it’s not that big of a deal,” said
Brodie. “We stand on the shoulders of so
many people who have done things and
haven’t really gotten the credit for it. We’re
not looking for credit. We just thought this
was a cool job. There are plenty of women
who came before us who did awesome
things. We’re really lucky we were in the
right place at the right time and got this
awesome opportunity because we were lift-
ed up by these people who came before us.”

Boy said the decision to be in artillery
meant she wouldn’t have to sit behind a
desk. She started her military career as a
college programmer in the Navy’s ROTC

program, but interacting with Marines there
made her change her career goals.

“After seeing the esprit de corps that the
Marine officers had in my unit, I really
understood and appreciated the Marine
Corps and what they stood for,”she said. Her

aspiration is to “just be a damn good
Marine.”

The events of 9/11 impacted Brodie’s
hometown on Long Island, which lost 50
family members when the World Trade
Center was attacked. Joining the military

was “a way I thought I could give back or
help fix that,”she said.

Brodie said she is looking forward to lead-
ing other Marines and “setting the example
and showing you’re capable enough to
serve them.”

The most challenging aspect of her
artillery officer training, she said, was the
academics.

“Just learning how to do all the math —
there’s a lot of theory behind it and figuring
that out took awhile.”

“There are so many places you can go and
different billets you can hold,” said Boy.
“That kind of unknown is exciting because
you could literally be doing anything.”

In 2014-2015 the United States Marine
Corps conducted a year-long experiment,
the Ground Combat Element-Integrated
Task Force (GCE-ITF). The GCE-ITF pulled
together enough females from across the
force and assigned them combat arms jobs:
infantry, artillery, tanks, amphibious assault
vehicles, said Pickelsimer.

“We had some females go through our
cannoneer course here (at Fort Sill),”he said.
“Those females who successfully made it
through that entry level training spent the
next year participating in the study and in
January, upon the announcement of the
opening of all jobs, were given the opportu-
nity to have that MOS added to their records
and to be assigned a position within that
MOS.”

Along with Army Pfc. Katherine Beatty,
who was her class’s distinguished honor
graduate in March as the Army’s first
female 13B cannoneer, Brodie and Boy are
at the beginning of a wave of women enter-
ing the combat arms positions.

“We’re all Marines,” said Brodie of their
accomplishment. “We just have a different
haircut.”
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Women
From Page 1A

2nd Lt. Katherine Boy (left) and 2nd Lt. Virginia Brodie finish up maneuvers during the
Redleg War exercise in the Basic Officer Leader Course May 12. They are the first female
Marines to graduate as field artillery officers. The Army has had female field artillery offi-
cers for several years, but the Marines began admitting them to the program in January.

Fort Sill Retirement Services Office

Fort Sill will honor its retiring military officers, enlisted
Soldiers and Department of Army civilian employees with
a postwide retirement ceremony May 26 at 8:30 a.m. at the
Old Post Quadrangle.

Honored Soldiers need to be there by 7:30 a.m.
In case of inclement weather, the ceremony will move to

the 95th Adjutant General Battalion (Reception)
Complex, Bldg. 6005 Berry St. on the basic training side
of the post.

Dress for the audience is military duty uniform and civil-
ian business casual.The event is open to the public.

Retirees
Col. Dennis Pastore, Fires Test Directorate
Lt. Col. James Garrett, Capabilities Development and

Integration Directorate (CDID)
Lt. Col. Michael Glowaski, Directorate of Training and

Doctrine (DOTD)
Lt. Col. Robert Krieg, 428th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB)
Lt. Col. Anthony Mault, CDID
Lt. Col. David McNutt, 30th Air Defense Artillery Brigade
Lt. Col. Joey Smith, CDID
Chaplain (Maj.) Patrick Basal, 1st Battalion, 30th Field

Artillery
Maj. Angelo Fiore, Warrior Transition Unit

Maj. Dion Freeman, Oklahoma City Recruiting Battalion
Capt. Jamie Lawrence, Dallas Recruiting Battalion
Capt. Steven Page, 100th Brigade Support Battalion

(BSB)
Capt. Nelson Wheeler, Cameron University ROTC
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Brian Huntley, 75th Field Artillery

Brigade
Command Sgt. Maj. Romeo Montez III, Installation

Management Command, Europe Region
Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Moriarty, 428th FAB
Master Sgt. Brian Hargis, 1st Battalion, 30th Field

Artillery
Sgt. 1st Class Nolan Alcaide, 69th Forward Support

Company
Sgt. 1st Class Brian Cochran, Fires Center of Excellence

(FCoE)
Sgt. 1st Class Steven Cotton, 15th Transportation

Battalion
Sgt. 1st Class Andrew Diaz, Fires Test Directorate
Sgt. 1st Class Travis Dukes, FCoE
Sgt. 1st Class Darrell Foster, 2nd Battalion, 4th Field

Artillery
Sgt. 1st Class Fernando Franceschi, 1st Battalion, 78th

Field Artillery
Sgt. 1st Class Derrick Gentilly, 31st Air Defense Artillery

Brigade

Sgt. 1st Class Shawn Glass, 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry
Regiment

Sgt. 1st Class Brian Hirayama, 100th BSB
Sgt. 1st Class James Joslin, 1-78th FA
Sgt. 1st Class Jeremy Nygard, 77th Army Band
Sgt. 1st Class Earl Roy, 434th Field Artillery Brigade
Sgt. 1st Class Reginald Smith, Reynolds Army

Community Hospital
Sgt. 1st Class Deon Tabron Sr., Oklahoma City Recruiting

Battalion
Sgt. 1st Class Robert Walthall, Field Artillery Master

Gunner Division
Sgt. 1st Class Nancy Zale, United States Dental Activity
Staff Sgt. Devon Callahan, Noncommissioned Officer

Academy
Staff Sgt. Brian Collins, DOTD
Staff Sgt. Michael Conklin, 15th Transportation Company
Staff Sgt. Jeremy Dukes, 2nd Battalion, 6th Air Defense

Artillery
Staff Sgt. Robert Gift, CDID
Staff Sgt.Terry Wilson, DOTD
GS-12 Christine Hutchings, Reynolds Army Community

Hospital
GS-12 Rosa Wages, Reynolds Army Community Hospital
GS-11 Nancy Elliott, Fort Sill Public Affairs
GS-5 Honise Gurley, United States Dental Activity

Post quarterly retirement ceremony May 26
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Story, photo
By Aubrey Love

Drill sergeants from A Battery, 1st Battalion, 19th Field
Artillery trained on air medical evacuation medevac at Wyatt
Range May 13.

The simulation involved a flesh wound with an injury to
the leg.

“Our goal is to see how long it will take to get someone
medevaced out and how well
the process will go,” said
Capt. Gregory Ford, com-
mander A/1-19th FA. “This
allows us to test our skills, to
see how proficient we are.”

The drill sergeants arrived
at 11 a.m. for some last-
minute training and dry runs
prior to the helicopter com-
ing in.

“We want to know that we
can perform a successful mis-
sion anywhere on post, on
any range, even if it is nine
klicks (kilometers) out from
the main post area,”said Ford.

The accident scenario
involved Drill Sgt.(Staff Sgt.)
Meghan McGuire in a simu-
lated wound she received
from being shot in the leg. A
medical crew from Chickasha Medical Flight in a Eurocopter
EC130 landed to assist with the training.

Drill Sgt. (Staff Sgt.) Kyle Hlebinsky administered first aid
until the helicopter arrived.

“I have been on helicopters before, but not in this position,”
said McGuire.“But, it’s good to know what it would be like,
and I am confident in my crew.”

In a normal situation, when injured Soldiers are flown off
post, they will be flown to Comanche County Memorial
Hospital or another facility depending on the injury.They will
be treated there and released back to post when the Soldier
is out of danger. Since Fort Sill does not have an air medevac
team, it relies on private organizations such as this one to

provide the service.
This was a good opportuni-

ty for the the battery’s drill
sergeants to do the training
as they were between new
recruit classes and won’t
start up again until July, said
Ford.

During their downtime
between classes drill ser-
geants catch up on their qual-
ifications, training and certi-
fications.

Drill Sgt. (1st Sgt.) Kirk
Royer said they were hoping
that all went well and the hel-
icopter crew would come
through. Despite some
delays in part because the
Soldiers were testing their
readiness, the mission con-
cluded a success.

“Overall it went pretty well and each team that participat-
ed took away something from this exercise,” said Ford.
“Someday we may have a real emergency and lessons
learned here will be invaluable.”

there is no generator, but
each classroom has an LED
flashlight that resides on a
charger.

Insomya said the staff drills
monthly on severe storms,
and the goal is to get every-
one into the Chickadee room
in under two minutes. This
drill aced it at one minute, 45
seconds.

She said they call them Mr.
Windy drills so as not to
alarm the older kids.

“If we know there’s going to
be severe storms in the after-
noon, in morning we might do
a Mr.Windy drill so that all the
kids and caregivers are famil-
iar and there’s no confusion,”
she said.

During drills and the real
thing, nobody is allowed to
leave. Not visitors. Not par-
ents.

Nobody.
So when Insomya made

the Mr.Windy drill announce-
ment, that training kicked
into action. The babies came
out first, three to a wheeled
crib.The toddlers at the other
end of the building held
hands and followed their
teachers. Some were laugh-
ing. A few were upset at the
commotion.

Once inside, the cribs were
lined up against the interior
wall, and caregivers immedi-
ately started singing “If you’re
happy and you know it, clap
your hands,” to keep the
babies amused.Toddlers were
seated by group and kept
busy with activities while
someone did a face-to-name
accountability check, count-
ing not just heads, but mak-
ing sure each child by name
was there.

Insomya wants parents to
know,“We’d rather parents be
safe where they are than try
to get here to be with their
kids.”

Tincher and Grierson
CDCs do not have safe
rooms, but they use interior
rooms, hallways and bath-
rooms, according to Brenda
Spencer-Ragland, director of
Family and Morale, Welfare
and Recreation at Fort Sill.

Tincher’s main safe area is
the gross motor room which
is designed for active play.
“There is padding on the

walls, and there are no tables
or chairs,” she said. The
chance of flying debris is
reduced because of that.

Spencer-Ragland said that
there is a “documented
requirement we are pursu-
ing”for design and funding of
a FEMA-approved safe room
at Tincher.

Spencer-Ragland wants
parents to know their role in
an emergency is to stay safe
themselves.

“The priority for us is the
safety and security of the
children,” she said.“The staff
is not just diligent, but they
are very caring.”She said the
CDCs have received many
positive comments on their
safety procedures during
inspections and from head-
quarters level.

She said parents who want
to participate in a fire, torna-
do, or other emergency drill
are welcome. Just make
arrangements with the center
director. Spencer-Ragland
believes that will help allay
any concerns parents have
about the safety of their chil-
dren should another incident
occur such as the tornado
warning April 29.

Freedom Elementary also
experienced “total chaos”dur-
ing the April 29 tornado
warning, and principal Mikel
Shanklin wants to be sure
that doesn’t happen again.

She said the timing of the
warning was just as pre-K was
letting out and parents were
already lined up in their cars.
Around 60 parents were
allowed in the school even
though the school went into
immediate lockdown, and
they were told they could shel-
ter in the music room,which is
one of the safe rooms. Many
refused, either joining their
children (with dogs, strollers
and other family members) in
the safe rooms where their
Freedom children were,
pulling their children from
one wing to join a sibling in
another wing’s safe room, or
taking their children out of
school into the hail and wind.

“We couldn’t stop them,”
said Shanklin.“In reality they
put us in harm’s way. Parents
need to understand their
interference (with safety pro-
cedures) keeps the staff from
being safe. None of my assis-
tants and counselors were
able to take cover.”

Freedom Elementary has

about 1,100 students, and 120
teachers and staff. Just com-
pleting its first year of opera-
tion, it is perhaps one of the
safest buildings on post dur-
ing an emergency. Its safe
rooms are designed to with-
stand an EF5 tornado, said
Shanklin. She pointed out
the red phone outside the
office that is pre-pro-
grammed with school-wide
announcements depending
on the type of emergency.
There are other systems that
protect against a biological
attack, keeping outside air
from entering the building.

The pre-K/kindergarten
wing has its own safe room,
as does the wing for first
through fifth graders. The
two music rooms are also
designated as shelters for
students who are already
there or in physical educa-
tion class when a warning is
issued. The new pre-K wing
under construction will also
have a safe room.

Kyle Smith, building coor-
dinator for Lawton Public
Schools, said that each
FEMA-qualified safe room in
the school is constructed of

cement blocks with rebar
reinforcement and poured
concrete for extra strength.
They have metal ceilings and
FEMA-certified shutters on
the windows. The rooms are
all active classrooms as well,
and each has a bathroom,
which helps in an extended
stay.

“We all learned from that
storm,” said Shanklin, and
changes in procedures have
been implemented. “I’m not
going to turn someone away
if they’re in the building or
parking lot.”

However, next time there
may not be anyone to let
them in. Shanklin said dur-
ing the next lockdown all
children and staff will be in
their designated shelters. For
parents who are already in
the building before lock-
down, gates to classroom
wings will be closed to pre-
vent them accessing areas
other than the music room.

Students will not be
released until Fort Sill gives
the all-clear, she emphasized.
During the April 29 lock-
down, parents in the school
had received all-clear mes-

sages on their cell phones,
but the students could still
not be released until the post
has issued its own all-clear.

Freedom is also expanding
its School Messenger system
to relay emergency messages
to parents on their smart
phones.

Warnings and alerts come
to the school via many
avenues, said Shanklin: the
post’s AtHoc system, an
AMX system that broadcasts
alerts on classroom smart
boards and the numerous tel-
evision screens throughout
the building, and the “walkie-
talkie” LMR (land mobile
radio) system with repeaters
which maintains communi-
cation when cell phones
won’t work.

“Fort Sill now checks in
with us three times a day,”
said Shanklin.“We can be in
contact with the military
police station if we need
help.”

School personnel will also
be trained on the WebEOC
system so they can post inter-
active updates in emergency
situations, along with the
other emergency responders.

The parent handbook will
be revised and a handout
given to parents at the begin-
ning of the next school year
detailing the procedures and
protocols in place, and what
they should and should not
do in the case of an emer-
gency.

The real-life tornado drill
April 29 turned out to be a
series of lessons learned,
and gave opportunities to
improve safety procedures
in all of Fort Sill’s facilities,
said Shanklin. She under-
stands the fear and panic
parents have for their chil-
dren during an emergency,
but wants them to know that
the safety procedures and
facilities at Freedom
Elementary are unsur-
passed.

“We all want our children
to be safe,” Shanklin
stressed, “and that’s what I
want parents to understand.
We’re taking care of them.
My job is to protect every
child and staff member in
this building, and I cannot
stand by and let anyone keep
me from keeping everybody
in this building safe.”
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Windy
From Page 1A

Toddlers line up with their teachers to go into the
Chickadee Room during a Mr. Windy drill at Cooper Child
Development Center. 

Freedom Elementary principal Mikel Shanklin shows the
red phone emergency system that sends pre-programmed
alert messages throughout the school.

Drill sergeants train on medical evacuations

One of the safe rooms at Fort Sill’s Freedom Elementary.
Each safe room is built to FEMA standards designed to pro-
tect against an EF5 tornado.

Soldiers load Drill Sgt. (Staff Sgt.) Meghan McGuire in a
Eurocopter EC130 for transport to Comanche County
Memorial Hospital during MEDEVAC training at Wyatt
Range May 13. 

Leave sharing
Through the Voluntary Leave Transfer Program federal government civilian employees may donate annual leave to

other civilian employees.
Submit forms to: Civilian Personnel Advisory Center, Bldg. 4700 Mow-Way Road, fifth floor.
For more information, call CPAC staff members at 580-442-5326.
The following Fort Sill employee is approved for the program: 
Anita Deloney from Army Sustainment Command.



Story, photo
By Aubrey Love

I wanted to start building
robots the moment I saw the
sci-fi classic “Twilight Zone”
on TV, with host Rod Serling
(the original, mind you, not
the remake). My initial
attempt shortly thereafter
was when I was in the Navy.
I cobbled the robot together
from nothing more than
scrap wire and random elec-
tronic instrument parts I
scrounged from the local
military bone yard. The
robot’s brain was a basic
microcontroller I bought at
Radio Shack. The machine
was entertaining — despite
getting me into trouble on
more than one occasion. My
chief informed me those
“random” parts were often
rather pricey vacuum tubes
and transistors.

Still, it was my first robot,
and your first robot is one
you never forget. Watching
your creation do something
as simple as scoot around
the floor was exhilarating;
because I built it from
scratch as opposed to a kit.

Some assembly required
With parts in hand, I start-

ed mapping out a basic
schematic of what I wanted
in the way of functionality
based on the parts I had
available. My mind was in a
fog as I soldered together

various parts to form zener
diodes, parallel resistor
banks and countless other
component compilations
that were not available for
purchase in that era. All told
they compared in size to a
small flip cell phone today. I
was excited as my creation
came to life, or it may have
just been the fumes from the
solder.

Still, I continued working
on it every chance I had,
even when it meant staying
up to the wee hours finish-
ing what would soon
become Robby the Robot.

I gathered synchros, ser-
vos, gyros and sensors from
various equipment with zeal
and on more than one occa-
sion it was said that no piece
of equipment on board the
ship was safe. I suppose this
was true, but I had a mission
and I would not stop until I
had a “go for launch”making
Robby just as alive as
Frankenstein. But unlike the
monster, Robby was made of
metal and plastic, with
wheels instead of legs. He
looked something like R2-
D2 from Star Wars, but with-
out the fancy outer shell.

Robby comes to life
A few months later, I

found myself at the make or
break point. I charged up the
battery, mounted it in Robby
and made the final connec-
tions. With the flip of a slide

switch, he blinked on and
started moving. Going
through the many lines of
software code I had pro-
grammed him with, he ran-
domly chose various options
from the list and created his
own personality.

The first few attempts at
moving were just surges in
various directions, but when
he got his bearings (through
photo and heat sensors) he
made a beeline for the door,
walking and talking. He was
alive and I created him. It
was a thrill like I had never
experienced before.

His vocabulary was limited
to the statements and ques-
tions that I had previously
programmed in, and audibly
he could only respond to
basic commands such as yes
or no. His movement was
guided by a simple gyro sys-
tem aided by sensors, so he
often learned the environ-
ment by bumping into things.

In my eyes he was alive, and
I frequently referred to him
as a toddler, having similar
actions as babies who crawl
about exploring their new
environment. I could see the
comparison as could most of
my shipmates, even though
he was comprised of nuts,
bolts and wires.

Shortly afterwards, the
captain of the ship wel-
comed Robby as an hon-
orary member of the U.S.S.
Spartan-burg County LST-
1192 roster and announced
him as the newest member
of that ship, giving Robby
the rank of seaman. Robby
and I served several more
years on the ship before
finally going back to my
hometown in Texas where
he was later retired from
service.

I often think about pulling
the parts out of the closet
and rebuilding Robby.
Perhaps one day I will.
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Recalling Robby: How I created ‘life’

Story, photo
By C.Todd Lopez

Army News Service

Editor’s note: The following article is a pretty cool read
as it has applications that may benefit Soldiers who lose
arms or legs in combat.

WASHINGTON — “This is the most advanced arm in the
world. This one can do anything your natural arm can do,
with the exception of the Vulcan V,” said Johnny Matheny,
using his right hand to mimic the hand greeting made
famous by Star Trek’s Leonard Nimoy.“But unless I meet a
Vulcan, I won’t need it.”

Matheny was at the Pentagon, May 11, as part of “DARPA
Demo Day,” to show military personnel the robotic arm he
sometimes wears as part of research funded by the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). It is an
agency of the Department of Defense responsible for the
development of emerging technologies for use by the mili-
tary.

Matheny lost his real left arm to cancer, and he said had
doctors not cut it off — above the elbow — the cancer would
have spread to the rest of his body.

“I’d have been dead in three months,”he said.
Before you are dazzled by the “mind-controlled”aspect of

the Matheny’s robotic arm, one of the most striking things
you notice is that the arm is not attached to his body with
the regular fiberglass cup and straps that are common to
most prosthetic arms.

Instead, there is piece of metal sticking out of the end of
his bicep onto which the robotic arm can be attached. The
metal device has been surgically implanted into his arm,
into the bone — a true man/machine interface. That tech-
nique is called “osseointegration,”and he’s likely the first in
the U.S. to have that done.

But, what’s really amazing about the robotic arm he
wears is that he doesn’t have to use his right hand to tell it
what to do. Instead, he uses the muscles and nerves in what
remains of his left arm to send signals to the robotic arm
and hand. And then the arm and hand respond, just like a
real arm.

“This is part of the Revolutionizing Prosthetics Program,
where we set out to restore near-natural upper extremity
control to our military service members who have lost limbs
in service of our country,” said Dr. Justin Sanchez,
Biological Technologies Office director at DARPA.“The goal
is to control the arm as naturally as possible. Before
DARPA got into all of this, there weren’t a whole lot of
options for people living with that kind of condition. So we
asked if we could develop an arm with the same size,
weight, shape and grip strength compared to an adult
human arm.”

Sanchez said Matheny has had some procedures done to
re-map some of the nerves in his arm so he is able to con-
trol them in a different way, to make use of the robotic arm.

“But it is a more natural way to control this arm, com-
pared to switches or levers,”Sanchez said.

Matheny bragged on the arm’s capabilities.
“So far this thing works great,”he said.“It’s the arm of the

future.This arm here, it can do 45 pounds. I can take on any
one of these big old burly Soldiers around here. We’ll get a
45-pound weight and keep going. I can keep going till the
battery wears down. And when I feel it starting to go down,
I say swap me out.They take it out, pop another battery in,
and I keep going. I never miss a beat.”

The real advances in the research being done by DARPA,
Sanchez said, goes beyond the myoelectric control that
Matheny is now using to control his robotic arm. Instead,
Sanchez said, they want to provide real, direct control by
the brain over the arm, over other prosthetics, or over any
device.

See the May 26 Tribune for the conclusion of this
article.

The do-it-all arm

Wearing a prosthetic arm that attaches to his body, through
his skin and into his bone, Johnny Matheny, with the Johns
Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab, shakes hands with
a visitor during DARPA Demo Day, May 11 at the Pentagon.

Robby the Robot in its most primitive form. This is my com-
pleted, functioning robot that I built from an assortment of
tubes, transistors and other components in 1986. 
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Story, photos
By Monica K. Guthrie

“Don’t look down.”
That was the phrase Spc. Nicholas Thornhill, Patriot Test Detachment, told himself while

standing at the base of Jacob’s Ladder, a 30-foot climbing ladder and the entry into an 18-
challenge obstacle course.

“I do have a fear of heights,” said Thornhill as he gazed up at the obstacle.“But this is a
competition and there’s no way I won’t perform. I tackled it and got the job done.”

The ladder was just one in a series of physical fitness challenges Soldiers battled during
the obstacle course portion of the NCO (noncommissioned officer) and Soldier of the Year
competition.The three-day contest ran May 11-13 and included typical challenges such as
land navigation, weapons qualification, improvised explosive device lanes, combat casual-
ty care in addition to an Army Physical Fitness Test and a board.

Master Sgt. Michael Crook, Fires Center of Excellence plans NCO, organized the compe-
tition and said planning began in January in order to have the land, ammunition and per-
sonnel available. Crook tried to mimic what Soldiers will see if they progress to the Army-
wide NCO/Soldier of the Year competition. Still, he did want to change some of the chal-
lenges to keep the competitors on their toes.

“The way we operated the range was a little different,”said Crook.“We gave them a dis-
assembled weapon and they had to assemble it for time, do a functions check, zero and then
qualify on the weapon.Also, typically the (land navigation) is in the day followed by a break
for dinner and then night land nav. We
reversed it. The Soldiers were out at 3 in the
morning to do night land nav and went into
the day.”

Spc. Timothy Rackard, Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery, 2nd Battalion, 18th
Field Artillery said he studied extra for the
land navigation having never properly
learned it previously. Guided by leaders in his
unit, Rackard said he learned quickly what
he needed to know to complete the chal-
lenge.

“I did pretty well. I had a night crash course
which helped with the daytime course and I
found all four points,” said Rackard. “You
gotta make sure your pace count is correct. It
was tough and challenging.”

Staff Sgt. Nicholas Bogert, F Battery, 1st
Battalion, 40th Field Artillery, said he has
participated in Soldier competitions before
and was surprised at the inclusion of vehicle
maintenance as part of the Fort Sill competi-
tion. Soldiers were required to show profi-
ciency in basic vehicle maintenance on the first day of the event.

“Something we don’t normally do is periodic maintenance on vehicles, which you don’t
see in competitions too often, but it’s pretty much everyone’s job in the military,” said
Bogert.

Spc. Lawrence MacIntyre, B Battery, 1st Battalion, 78th Field Artillery, said when he
learned he was coming to the competition he felt like a “chicken with its head cut off.”

“We got our leaders book together and found out the times and started studying. I feel
pretty good. I’m just here so I don’t get fined,” said MacIntyre quoting Seattle Seahawks
running back Marshawn Lynch.

The winners of the competition will be announced at the Sergeant Audie Murphy Club
induction ceremony June 2. In the meantime Sgt. Stacy Ward, HHB, 75th Field Artillery
Brigade, said she was going to take some time and relax.

“It’s definitely been mentally and physically challenging, more than I expected it to be,”
she said.“It definitely shows you what you can put your body through and what you can
overcome when you think you can’t finish something. I’m probably going to go get a mas-
sage and sleep for two days.”

COMPETING FOR THE TOP
Finalists fight for honors as
the Soldier, NCO of the Year 

Sgt. Stacy Ward, Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery, 75th Field Artillery,
makes her way through an obstacle course,
May 12.

Spc. Timothy Rackard, Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery, 2nd Battalion 18th
Field Artillery, pulls himself over a reverse
ladder, May 12. 

Staff Sgt. Nicholas Bogert, F Battery, 1st
Battalion, 40th Field Artillery, tackles the
first obstacle, Jacobs Ladder, May 12. 

Spc. Lawrence MacIntyre, B Battery, 1st Battalion, 78th Field Artillery grabs hold of a
wooden pole while attempting to finish “the weaver” during the NCO and Soldier of the Year
competition, May 12. 

Spc. Nicholas Thornhill, Patriot Test
Detachment, climbs up a ladder for the
final obstacle, May 12. 

Staff Sgt. Nicholas Bogert competed for the
NCO of the Year.

Sgt. Stacy Ward said after the competition
she plans to rest and get a massage.

Spc. Timothy Rackard looks up as he pre-
pares to climb up an almost-vertical wall.

Staff Sgt. Nicholas Bogert avoids cuts from
barbed wire as he crawls on his back
through an obstacle, May 12. 

Spc. Lawrence MacIntyre, said when he
learned he was competing, he felt like a
“chicken with its head cut off.”

Spc. Nicholas Thornhill pulls himself over a climbing wall dur-
ing the Soldier of the Year competition, May 12. 

Spc. Lawrence MacIntyre gets positioned
on the weaver during the competition.

Spc. Lawrence MacIntyre walks across wooden balance beams early in
the obstacle course portion of the competition.
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Things to do

Sill happenings
Story Walk

Exercise your body and
mind by participating in the
StoryWalk® through May 21.
Enjoy the Ambrosia Spring
Park while reading a chil-
dren’s book. Pages will be
posted along the trail and you
have to walk the trail to com-
plete the book. A playground
and benches are out there —
maybe take a picnic! You can
get a prize for participation.
Sign up at Nye Library, get
directions, sign the waiver and
pick up some trail information
and a map. For more informa-
tion call 580-442-2048/3806.

Motorcycle safety
The Freedom’s Thunder

Motorcycle Safety Rally is May
20 at 8:30 a.m. at the parking lot
south of the Impact Zone
(Crane Avenue/Webster Street).
A mandatory safety briefing is
at 9:35 a.m., followed by prepa-
rations for the motorcycle ride
that starts at 10 a.m.
Registration is free. Riders will
follow a 60-65 mile route
with stops along the way. For
more information, check out
sill.armymwr.com/us/sill or call
the Fort Sill Safety Office at
580-442-4215/4466.

Color run 5K
The 37th Annual Diamond

Brigade Run which includes a
half marathon and the first ever
5K color run here is June 4.The
race cost is $35 and will begin
from the 75th Field Artillery
Brigade Headquarters, at the
corner of Koehler Loop and
Crane Avenue. The half
marathon features one of the
area’s only certified routes,
while the color run is a fun
event for the whole family.
Race chips and timing are
available for both runs, and
medals will be awarded for
the top competitors. Visit
sill.armymwr.com/us/sill for
more information.

Measuring class
The Fort Sill Auto Skills

Center staff will offer a preci-
sion measuring class June 11
from 2-4 p.m. The class costs
$10 and acquaints students
with micrometers, dial indica-
tors and calipers, and convert-
ing metric to standard dimen-
sions. Precision measuring is
necessary for engine and trans-
mission rebuilding, brake work
and steering component test-
ing. Sign up at the center at
Bldg. 2503 Ringgold Road. For
more information, call 580-442-
4147.

Summer concert
Volunteers are needed for the

summer concert June 25 at Polo
Field here. Those who pitch in
to help out get in free.
Interested people should call
Family and Morale Welfare and
Recreation marketing at 580-
442-4242. Volunteers may work
as ticket takers and bag check-
ers from 5-9 p.m., or beer and
nonalcoholic drink sales from
5-10 p.m. Those who sell beer
must be age 21 or older.Tickets
for the show, which features
David Nail, Charles Esten,
Clare Bowen and Cassadee
Pope, are $25 in advance or $30
at the gate.Tickets will be avail-
able at Adventure Travel or EZ
Go Stores.

Story, photo
By Aubrey Love

The Fort Sill Air Defense Artillery (ADA) Museum received a
prototype Patriot missile launcher labeled XM901 during a cer-
emony May 11. The exhibit will represent a major era in
American air defense and serve as a teaching tool not only for
the equipment but also the ADA Soldiers here.

Eventually it will be moved to the proposed ADA Training Support
Facility that will be next to the Field Artillery Museum just inside Fort
Sill’s Key Gate. Construction of the training facility is scheduled to
start in 2017 and be completed in 18 months.

“The intent here is to have a complete training storyline in the
40,000-square-foot training support facility,” said Jonathan
Bernstein, director of the Air Defense Artillery Museum.

The experimental Patriot missile launcher XM901 has been a
test bed for its entire career, Bernstein said.

“The unit was built in 1982 by Martin Marietta in Orlando,
Florida and was the first unit that vaulted us into an anti-tacti-
cal ballistic missile capability,” said Col. John Eggert, project
manager for the Patriot at the Army Acquisition Support Center
in Huntsville, Ala.“The Patriot missile system was developed to
be an accomplished air-breathing threat killer against fixed
wing and rotary-wing aircraft.”

Story, photos
By Monica K. Guthrie

It’s been more than a year since arriving
at the Tribune (well, it was the Cannoneer
then). When I first found out I was coming
to Fort Sill I heard the same things I’m sure
many of you heard, “oh sorry.” I heard
rumors about rampant crime, the high
housing prices, the lack of anything sophis-
ticated to do — in a word, coming to Fort
Sill was going to be unpleasant.

Having deployed twice (and a sub-
deployment to Pakistan
in the midst of a
deployment to
Afghanistan) I
learned quickly
the determining
factor to my happi-
ness was going to
be me. And so my
battle buddies and I
had a great time in
Iraq and I made it a
point to learn the
history about the
places I went to in
Afghanistan (which, by the way, theirs is a
pretty crazy history). I didn’t see how I
could have a wonderful time during my
deployment (where sometimes I had to
wear a flak vest just to get lunch) but not
enjoy Oklahoma, land of the ... something.
Bison? Buffalo? 

Over the past 52 weeks the Okie Bucket
List has taken you around Southwest
Oklahoma giving you a reason to get out of
bed and try something new. I didn’t have
something EVERY week, but just about.
With summer here, I thought I’d do a recap
in case you are looking for something to do
in the coming months.

Note: I’m only listing the items I’ve visit-
ed. That doesn’t mean there aren’t other
things to do  and as the column continues,
I’ll get to those locations too (but feel free
to send me a message telling me of places I
need to visit).

Indoor museums/memorials 
On post: Fort Sill Museum, Field

Artillery Museum, Hall of Remembrance.
All are free. The museums have events
throughout the year to include live demon-
strations. Check their website for more
information.

Museum of the Great Plains. Seriously I
love this place. Tickets are $10 for ages 13
and older ($8 for children ages 3 to 12, and
free for children 2 and younger). Military
tickets are $9. A year-long family member-
ship is $75 (for up to five people) and also
gets you into Science Museum Oklahoma
in Oklahoma City. I haven’t been to the
OKC museum, but I will this summer.

Comanche National Museum and
Cultural Center (free).

Mattie Beal House. Tickets are $4 for
adults and $2 for children from kinder-
garten to 12th grade.

Oklahoma City National Memorial and
Museum. The grounds are free to walk
through.The museum is $15 for adults ($12
for children 6-17 and military). Children 5
and younger are free. If you haven’t gone,
it’s worth seeing,but bring tissues. It will rip
emotions out of you.

Outdoor locations and events:
On post areas: Artillery park, Martha

Songbird, Medicine Creek Bluffs (and the
surrounding park), Geronimo’s Grave, the
tar pit, the cabins at Lake Elmer Thomas
Recreation Area.

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.The
refuge is free to enter and they have free
tours, check out The Narrows or the heart

Anglers of the future
should be happy as last week
we stocked 10,000 large-
mouth bass fingerlings in
various ponds on Fort Sill.

Although I must admit, a
large percentage of those
went into Lake George on
East Range since it is one of
the largest ponds we have.
But don’t get in a hurry to
start fishing there.
Fingerlings are just what the
word makes you think of.
Most are only a couple of
inches long at best and have a
long way to go before being
catchable. We want them to
not only be big enough to

catch, but also large enough
to reproduce and keep ponds
continually producing fish
for a long time.

Last year we stocked
20,000 small catfish in Lake
George and then added sev-
eral thousand sunfish. There
will also be some crappie
planted in the near future.
After that we will give it
about three years and Lake
George should be back in the
fishing business.The key part
is that it takes time. So don’t
mess up the schedule by
starting to fish there before it
is officially opened.

When the creator decided to
make a flycatcher with a stu-
pendously long, forked tail, it
showed the Big Guy had a
sense of humor.

If you watch the scissor-
tailed flycatcher’s sky dance
as it plucks insects on the
wing, you’ll notice the tail gets
a lot of use as a
rudder. Other
members of the
flycatcher fami-
ly with normal -
sized tails are
adept at catch-
ing flies and
other bugs right
out of midair,
with equally
amazing aerial
acrobatics. It
just looks more dramatic
when the tail is longer than the
bird’s body, and forked
besides.

What advantage does the
scissor-tailed flycatcher’s tail
give that makes dragging it
everywhere worth it? If
ornithologists have found the
answer to that one, they must
be keeping it to themselves.

Unfortunately, those gor-
geous tails were in demand for
hat decorations during the
Great Depression and the Dust
Bowl era, according to the
Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation website.
Although scissor-tails were pro-
tected by the Migratory Bird

Treaty Act of
1918, this poach-
ing caused their
populations to
drop consider-
ably.

As the state
bird of
Oklahoma since
1951, the bird
has made a
comeback. Its
primary breed-

ing range is most of Texas and
Oklahoma, as well as portions
of the bordering states. It win-
ters in southern Mexico and
Central America.

I learned a lot from the vari-
ous internet bird websites
about this beautiful and dis-
tinctive bird. For instance, it
tends to use a lot of human
detritus in its nest, ranging

from cigarette filters, strings,
scraps of paper, and carpet
fuzz. It is also fiercely protec-
tive of its nest and will even
chase away hawks that dare to
intrude.

It also prefers open fields
with scattered trees for its nests.
While they are most visible
when perched on a wire fence
or utility line, I’ve often seen
them in solitary trees or on tall
stalks of dried grass. Although
it is rarely shown, there is a red
crown on its head, more promi-
nent in the males.

The tail of the female is sup-
posedly shorter than that of
the male, and she is less vivid
in coloration.The dark salmon
“armpits” are striking when
the bird flies, but sometimes a
sliver of orange can be seen on
the wing’s curve when it is
perched. A light yellow-
salmon wash on the lower
belly gives a look of delicacy
to its overall soft gray
plumage.

While some birds have the
distinction of being claimed as
the official bird of several
states (the mockingbird and
cardinal among them), only
Oklahoma can boast the scis-
sor-tailed flycatcher as its
own. It even has a place on the
2008 commemorative state
quarter. I dare say the scissor-
tail has a special place in the
hearts of Oklahomans.As well
as Texans. And just about any-
body lucky enough to see one.

ADA museum gets Patriot missile launcher

A Patriot prototype XM901 launcher acquired from the Army Acquisition
Support Center in Huntsville, Ala., sits in the Air Defense Artillery Museum
where it was officially accepted May 11. 

The Okie Bucket List:

A year in review

Fort Sill Museums often have demonstra-
tions of life during the post’s early days.

Edward & Edwina 
Tdjttps.ubjm

Wild Side
By GLEN WAMPLER

The scissor-tailed flycatch-
er is the our state bird.

The scissor-tail darts after
flying bugs, using its
super-sized tail for bal-
ance. Its aerial acrobatics
are also super-dramatic.

See MUSEUM, Page 3B

See BUCKET, Page 3B

10,000 largemouth bass fingerlings in Fort Sill ponds

See WILD, Page 2B

Walter Munsterman, post fisheries biologist, stocks fingerlings in Fort
Sill fishing ponds.

See THINGS, Page 2B

Photo by Glen Wampler
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 SINCE 1901 – 115 YEARS

 1/2 Mile North of the Wildlife Refuge on Hwy 115
 429-8051      www.meersstore.com

 HOME OF  THE BEST BURGER IN OKLAHOMA!
 AND  BAR-B-Q, STEAKS HOMEMADE ICECREAM & DESSERTS

 CLOSED TUES. & WED.
 CASH ONLY

 COUPON

 FAT BOYS FAT BOYS FAT BOYS
 PIZZA  & WINGS PIZZA  & WINGS PIZZA  & WINGS
 250-0000 250-0000

 Expires in 30 Days

 BIG BOY 
 & WINGS
 BIG BOY 
 & WINGS
 20” PIZZA w/
  2 TOPPING &
 10 HOT WINGS

 + Tax

 $ 24 99

 COUPON

 FAT BOYS FAT BOYS FAT BOYS
 PIZZA  & WINGS PIZZA  & WINGS PIZZA  & WINGS
 250-0000 250-0000

 Expires in 30 Days

 PARTY
 PACK

 PARTY
 PACK
 6 LARGE

 14” PIZZA 
 WITH CHEESE
 & 1 TOPPING

 $ 36 99
 + Tax

 Extra Charge For Extra Cheese

 4102 NW Cache Road
 580-354-9991

 Hibachi Grill Hong Kong Buffet
 1 Coupon

 Per Person. 
 Not valid with 

 other discounts.

  Off
 Per Meal 10%

 $ 7 99

 Lunch Buffet        

 $ 10 49

 Dinner Buffet
 Sundays & Holidays

 DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
 Open 7 Days A Week

 20 %
  off

 expires 5/27/2016

 580-353-1111

 Kids 1-5 Eat FREE!
 Kids 6-10 $2.99!

 Pimento Burger
 Our juicy beef patty topped with house-
 made smoky pimento cheese & crispy 

 bacon  pair with
 Smokey Robinson Fry   - french fries 
 topped with house-made smoked 

 gouda cheese sauce, crispy chopped 
 bacon & roasted jalapenos.

 $3 Tecates

 1060 NW 38th Street
 580.699.7620

 MAY
 Specials! MAY
 Specials!

Sill bowling
Twin Oaks Bowling Center has

regular specials throughout the
week. Mondays from 11 a.m. to 10
p.m. games cost $1.75 each. This
rate also applies weekdays until 5
p.m.Tuesdays and Thursdays from
2-8 p.m. enjoy a family special:
two hours of bowling for up to six
people, one large one-topping
pizza and two pitchers of pop for
$35. Saturdays from 8-11 p.m. get
a strike with a colored head pin
and win a free game.

Ladies golf
The Fort Sill Ladies Golf

Association is open to women
who play golf or are interested in
learning how to play.
Information about ladies golf at
Fort Sill and areas throughout
Oklahoma will be available. The
association meets every
Thursday from March through
November for playdates at the
Fort Sill Golf Course. Visitors to
Fort Sill who do not have DoD
identification, must get a pass at
the Visitor Control Center. For
more information, call Pat Price
at 580-284-7729, or Bonnie
Sparks at 580-591-6760.

What to do?
See www.travelok.com for a list

of events, activities and other
things to do throughout
Oklahoma.

American fest
The American Banjo Museum

in Oklahoma City’s Bricktown
distric will host American Fest,
June 18 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Music on multiple stages will
include Willow Way and the Bread
& Butter Band along with
Memphis’ own Side Street
Steppers. Also scheduled to
appear is KAUT-TV’s Lucas Ross
who will perform for children on
a special outdoor stage.There will
be crafts and hands-on musical
activities for children, summer-
time treats for everyone and door
prizes, including the grand prize

of a Deering Goodtime Banjo.
Tickets, which include all shows
and food, are $10 for adults, chil-
dren 15 and under are free with a
paid adult. For more information
on upcoming events, or to become
a museum member, visit ameri
canbanjomuseum.com or call at
405-604-2793.

Red Dirt Ball
The free, family-oriented Red

Dirt Ball returns to Medicine
Creek and will feature 15 acts
with music beginning May 27 at 7
p.m., and May 28 and 29 at noon.
Food and souvenir vendors will be
on site. Visitors may bring lawn
chairs, but no ice chests are per-
mitted in the concert area. For
more information see www.medi
cinepark.com.

Farmers market
The Lawton Farmers Market is

open Saturdays from 7:30 a.m. to
noon through October at the
Comanche County Fairgrounds,
920 SW Sheridan Road in
Lawton. In addition to local sea-
sonal produce, customers can see
specialty foods such as jams, jel-
lies, salsas, baked goods, wine,
freshly roasted coffee beans, as
well as handmade soap, herbs,
plants, eggs, beef, an assortment
of handcrafted items and food
concessionaires. The market will
also be open Wednesdays starting
June 1. For more information,
send an email lawtonfarmersmar
ket@yahoo.com or search Lawton
Farmers Market on Facebook.

LETRA cabins
Lake Elmer Thomas

Recreation Area lakeside rustic,
wooden cabins are available for
reservation in three sizes. For
more information, call 580-442-
5854. Prices are $60, $70 and $80.
Civilians pay an extra $10.
Cabins come with all amenities
including furnishings; heat and
air; a TV and DVD player; fully-
stocked kitchens with dishes and
silverware. People should book
reservations up to two months in
advance to ensure availability.
For more information, call 580-
442-5854.

From Page 1B
When signing out to fish you

will notice there is a list of ponds
on the back of your pass.These are
the only ones open for fishing.The
ones not on the list have gone dry
in the last few years or we have
killed out for management pur-
poses.They may have fish stocked
in them now, but they aren’t big
enough to reproduce and become
a working fishery. Those fish are
also too small for you to enjoy
catching. We put this list out so
folks won’t waste their time trying
to catch fish where there aren’t
any or at least any of good size. If
you fish them anyway, you will
receive a ticket and lose your fish-
ing privileges.

If you’re not a pond angler, I
would suggest trying your luck in
one of our creeks that are flowing
well right now. With the recent
flooding it can be downright excit-
ing when waiting to see what will
bite next in either East Cache or
Medicine Bluff creeks. You may
latch onto a flathead catfish that
weighs up to 50 or 60 pounds or

maybe a delicious saugeye. Of
course there are always some
largemouth bass as well as the
occasional smallmouth bass. Of
course there are at least four
species of sunfish that make for
great fun when nothing else wants
to bite.

Now is a good time to take the
kids out to a pond or even Lake
Elmer Thomas Recreation Area as
the sunfish are really biting and
the kids should have a lot of fun
reeling in the fighting little bug-
gers. Look for gravel beds in 3 to 4
feet of water. Keep it simple for the
kids and you will have a blast.

With the recent rains I would
like to make sure hunters and
anglers take notice of the wet road
conditions as it can surely ruin a
day in the field. Remember, our
folks aren’t there to pull you out
and wreckers can become quite
expensive. Friends usually help for
a much lower price, but I have
seen a few friendships stretched
very thin when bumpers are
pulled off or transmissions blown.
The best thing to do is walk a little
further and leave the vehicles
back on the hard stuff.

Along the idea of muddy roads,
let me remind you about some
other Fort Sill rules. When driving
around Fort Sill I have seen many
trucks covered in mud. This sight
always leaves me wondering just
where those vehicles have been
mudding. Fort Sill has strict regu-
lations on off-road POV driving.
Simply put, it is illegal to go off
road with the intent to have fun
driving in the mud. So, follow the
regulations and be safe.

OK, now it’s just two weeks
away! Our 30th Annual Kids
Fishing Derby is scheduled for
June 4 from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at the
creek area by our offices. The
derby is for children ages 3-15.

Our next Fort Sill Hunters
Safety Class is May 23 at 6 p.m. in
the Natural Resources classroom
in Building 1465. The next class
after that one is June 18 at 9 a.m.
You must take this class before
going out on the ranges for recre-
ation purposes. At the class you
will learn the required procedures
for access to Fort Sill ranges. If
you need further information call
Sportsmen Services at 580-442-
3553.

From Page 1B

Things Wild

The theater is at 3260 Sheridan Road near the
Impact Zone and Truman Education Center.
Admission is $5 for adults, $2.75 for children ages
11 through 6; and free for children younger than 6.
The 3-D movies are $8 for adults and $6 for chil-
dren. A military ID is required for ticket purchase.
Movies can change without notice. Doors open 30
minutes before showtime. The 24-hour movie info-
line is 580-353-5623 or visit www.shopmyex-
change.com/Reel-Time-Theatres/Movies-Ft-Sill

Friday May 20, 6 p.m.
Zootopia (PG) 1 hr. 46 mins. In a city of anthro-

pomorphic animals, a rookie bunny cop and a cyn-
ical con artist fox must work together to uncover a
conspiracy.

Saturday May 21, 2 p.m.
My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2 (PG-13) 1 hr. 34

mins. A Portokalos family secret brings the beloved
characters back together for an even bigger and
Greeker wedding.

Sunday May 21, 6 p.m.
10 Cloverfield Lane (PG-13) 1 hr. 46 mins. After

getting in a car accident, a woman is held in a shel-
ter with two men, who claim the outside world is
affected by a widespread chemical attack.

Sunday May 22, 2 p.m.
Miracles From Heaven (PG) 1 hr. 49 mins. A

young girl suffering from a rare digestive disorder
finds herself miraculously cured after surviving a
terrible accident.

Friday May 27, 6 p.m.
The Divergent Series: Allegiant (PG-13) 2 hrs. 1

min. Tris escapes with Four to journey beyond the
wall that encloses Chicago. For the first time, they
leave the only city and family they have ever
known to find a peaceful solution. Once outside,
they learn shocking new truths that render old dis-
coveries meaningless. As the ruthless battle threat-
ens humanity, Tris and Four quickly decide who to
trust to survive.

Sill cinema
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“We also need to pay
tribute to the thousands
of people that actually
worked on this particular
piece of equipment from
the engineers, to the PhD
scientist, to the lowest
ranking technicians that
worked diligently on this
system to get the Patriot
launcher to where it is
today,”said Eggert.

In 2009 it was trans-
ferred to Letterkenny

Army Depot in
Pennsylvania were it sat
in storage and was only
pulled out for regression
testing when needed.

“The Patriot missile
system is very instrumen-
tal in military defense,
Eggert added. “Our inter-
national partners that
have the Patriot launcher
are increasing the capa-
bility of the Patriot sys-
tem that they have. It
really is an unparalleled
level of missile defense
for not only our Soldiers
but also our international
soldiers. It is the number

one lower tier air defense
system in the world today
and we expect the Patriot
to be the military invento-
ry for the next 30 years.”

Chief Warrant Officer 5
Don Hendricks, Training
and Doctrine Command
capability manager office
at Fort Sill said, “It’s the
only battle-tested defense
against tactical ballistic
missiles in the world. The
fact that 15 countries are
still using it and that
there are still potential
upgrades for it speaks to
the success of the pro-
gram.”

From Page 1B

rock — both climbing areas at the refuge, just
practice wildlife safety. Or take a drive up
Mount Scott.

Holy City. Free to walk around. If you’re
here next Easter, make plans to see the show
out there. It’s pretty epic.

Medicine Park. Free to visit, walk around,
the only cost is gas and whatever you want to
buy. Take a stop at the Old Plantation for a
meal and ask about the history of the build-
ing. Pretty racy!

Oklahoma City Zoo.Tickets are normally
$8 for ages 12 to 64 ($5 for children ages 3 to
11).The military discount is 50% (ridiculous-
ly affordable  leaving money left over for one
of those stuffed monkeys). Wednesdays from
July until August, tickets are just $1. Wha
what?!?!

Lake Elmer Thomas Recreation Area.
Free movie nights throughout the summer,
$3/hour for miniature golf, $5/hour for
Frisbee golf, $8/hour for canoes, kayaks, and
paddleboats, and you can go camping for
$30.

Lawton Rangers Rodeo. The event takes
places Aug. 10 to 13 and ticket prices vary by
day.You can learn more about it at www.law
tonrangers.com/rodeo.

Farmer’s Market. Open until October on
Wednesday and Saturdays from 7:30 a.m.
until noon. Worth checking out even if you
don’t want to buy anything.You’ll see all sorts
of fun vendors there. At the Comanche
County Fairgrounds. If you have something
you want to sell contact the Southwest
Oklahoma Growers Association’s Farmer
Market secretary, Cassie Fields at 580-365-
4256.

Reding Farm and Jahns Pumpkin Hill.
Reding Farm (look up Red Silo
Productions) opens Sept. 30 with their
MASSIVE maizemaze. Admission is $10 for
the maize but there are other activities as
well. Jahns Pumpkin Hill opens in October
and with the price of admission you get a
pumpkin! Visit their website for more infor-
mation on pricing: www.jahnspumpkin
hill.com

Rock Climbing with Venture 2 Climb. If
you want to get a real climbing experience
out at the refuge, check out this company.
They can accommodate up to 15 people of
any body type or ability. Visit their page for
more information http://venture2climb.com.

Guthrie, Oklahoma. I had the pleasure of
visiting this little town (it shares my last
name, how could I resist?). It may be smaller
than the capital city, but it’s not less busy. A
quick peek at their festival and events page
gives you plenty of options if you’re looking
for a quick trip. Visit www.cityofguthrie.com
for more information.

Riversport Rapids. Go. Just go. It’s pretty
cool.The cost is $39 is just for the Riversport
Rapids section. An all-access day pass for
Riversport Adventures gives you the entire
area to enjoy.That cost is $49. A family pack
costs $45 per person with a four-person min-
imum.

Miscellaneous activities
Nye Library has a free reading program.

Children (and adults) can read books and
collect prizes and each week they have an
activity at the library.

Bowling. On Monday nights at the Fort
Sill Twin Oaks Bowling alley has $2 games
with $2.50 shoe rental — exactly my kind of
inexpensive fun.

The on-post theater ticket prices are
$6/adults and $4/children years 6-11 and free
for children 6 and younger. For 3D movies
the prices are $8/adult and $6/children.

Go to a roller derby game. A shameless
plug for my coworker’s team, the 580 Roller
Girls. Tickets are $12 ($10 with military ID,
children 10 and younger are free). The next
game is June 11 (and then again July 9).
Check them out! 

Wine. Did you know there is a wine trail
in Oklahoma? Well there is and there are two
less than an hour away: The Range Winery,
and the Woods and Waters Winery and
Vineyard. Both offer samples. Pick up a
Oklahoma Wine Passport for extra informa-
tion and a chance to get some prizes.

Lawton Community Theater. The next
performance is Gypsy (June 10 to 19).

Line Dancing. Great Plains Technology
Center has a dance class for $19. That’s the
full price. Then you can get a $10 discount
online. Contact them. It’s loads of fun.

Try a Meersburger. Apparently you
HAVE to try the longhorn burger at least
once. The regular burger starts at $6.85 with
the Seismic Meersburger putting you back
$10.65

Leslie Powell Gallery. Okay, so this isn’t a
museum but it does have history. It’s free to
visit and has rotating art. Children are wel-
come as well. Get on their mailing list and
they’ll invite you to their receptions, which
are also free. Great for date nights!

Inspire Fine Arts Studio.There are a mul-
titude of classes for babies and adults. This
summer they have camps and courses and
you can learn more at
www.inspirefinearts.com

Looking at this list I see I’ve been pretty
busy this past year.Try out a handful of these
activities to keep yourself busy (and remem-
ber, this list doesn’t even include the non-
OBL activities, like the Red Dirt Ball or the
4th of July celebration or the many concerts
the band puts on).There are plenty of things
to do in Southwest Oklahoma. If I didn’t list
something you think I should have, let me
know! 

From Page 1B

Bucket

Soldiers pose for a photo while exploring The
Narrows of the Wichita Mountains Wildlife
Refuge.

The next 580 Roller Derby game is June 11.
Wear your favorite super-hero costume, the
best costume will be announced at halftime.

Col. John Eggert, project manager for the Patriot at the Army Acquisition Corps in
Huntsville Ala., signs a Form 3161 relinquishing the Patriot prototype XM901 to
Jonathon Bernstein, director of the Air Defense Artillery Museum. The document will
be sent to the center for military history to be archived. 

The annual Armed Forces Day
Celebration and parade in Lawton
includes 120-plus parade entries and
more than 3,000 service members.
The parade begins May 21 at 10 a.m.
It will wind its way around Elmer
Thomas Park. Stick around for the
Armed Forces Day Celebration in
the park, and enjoy live music, food
and fun for the entire family.

The Armed Forces Day Music
Festival & Red Dirt barbecue fol-
lows at Elmer Thomas Park. The
event brings together military per-
sonnel, retirees, veterans, their fam-
ilies and the public to say thank you
to those who serve their country.

The day will consist of numerous
events including hours of live music

from local music talents, bounce
houses for children, military vehicle
displays, Lowes “Build and Grow”
kids clinic, and local military
recruiters.

Additionally, there will be a large
car show, a people’s choice barbe-
cue competition, a magic and come-
dy show and more.

If you or your organization
would like to be a sponsor or a vol-
unteer during the festival, contact
the organizers at 580-284-1645 or
send an email to
Entertainment.HIP@Gmail.com.
For more information on the festi-
val and its activities, visit
http://hipontheweb.wix.com/holi
dayinthepark

Armed Forces Day Music Festival this weekend

Museum
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 Chele’s Club
 609 SW Sheridan Rd.

 24 TV’s  (HI-DEF)
 for All Sporting Events

 Open 7 Days a week

 9 AM to 2 AM
 •  Darts  •  Foosball  •  Pool

 $1.50 Longnecks & 
 $2.75 25oz Mugs

 FREE  Pizza from Fat Boys

 Until 6 PM Every Day

 Friday Starting @ 7 PM

 A  F ull  S ervice Bar
 with a Large Variety of Imports!

 Northwest Church of Christ
 67th & Quanah Parker Trlwy.     353-4230 

 www.nwcoclawton.org
 Sun: 9:30 am Class - 10:30 am & 6 pm  W orship

 Wed: 7 pm Class

 Back to the Bible to Restore
 New Testament Christianity

 Who Are The Churches of Christ And 
 What Do We Believe?

 • We appeal to all for a return back to the Bible 
 - the inspired Word of God

 • We seek to do Bible things in Bible ways and 
 call Bible things by Bible names.

 • We strive to be as similar as possible to the 
 church we read about in the New Testament.

 • We strive to model our lives after our one true 
 example - Jesus Christ.

 • We have no creed - but Christ. We use no 
 book - but the Bible.

 • We plead for religious unity based upon the 
 Bible.

 • We believe the Bible offers instructions for the 
 only sure way to heaven.

 Wouldn’t you like to do the same?

I’m furniture-safe!
Zoey is an 8-month-old spayed and declawed kitten looking for a
home. She also has a sister in the veterinary clinic looking for a for-
ever family. Zoey is among the animals available for adoption at the
Fort Sill Stray Facility. Facility hours are: Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays from 8-11 a.m. and noon to 4 p.m. It is closed
Tuesdays and weekends. Pets adopted will be vaccinated,
microchipped, fecal checked and heartworm or feline leukemia test-
ed. Adoptions are open to the public, and fees are nominal and vary
according to the needs of the pet. The stray facility is in Bldg. 832
Macomb Road (at Condon Road) across the street from the
Veterinary Treatment Facility. To meet demand and care for their
charges, the staff of the stray facility welcomes donations of dry cat
or dog food as well as cat litter, and thanks those who have donat-
ed. For more information, call Andy Anderson, animal care taker, at
580-442-3340. Pets available for adoption are also listed on
www.petfinder.com/shelters/OK285.html. The website may not
list all pets currently available for adoption at Fort Sill, so check
with the facility.

Furry friends focus of pet show
Story, photos

By Cindy McIntyre

The Fort Sill Patriot Pet Show, sponsored by the
Fort Sill Main Exchange, took place outside the
Exchange May 14.

Soldiers from the 902nd Military Working Dog
Detachment demonstrated how the K-9s are trained to

sniff narcotics and explosives, and to obey attack
orders.

The Fort Sill Stray Facility brought several dogs and
cats looking for a home, and each seemed to have a set
of admirers. Family dogs came all dolled up, or just in
their birthday suits, and if they completed the just-for-
fun obstacle course they could win a “doggy bag.”
Patrons could also have their pet’s photos taken.

Sgt. Leslie Ogle, veterinary technician at the Fort Sill Veterinary Treatment Facility, gives some lovin’ to
Chihuahua mix whose owner reluctantly had to give him up. This pup was one of several dogs and cats on display
from the Fort Sill Stray Facility, all of whom were looking for their “forever family.”

Emilynn Maluwelfil, sales
area manager for the Fort
Sill Exchange, organized the
annual pet fair. She shows
off the grand prize — dona-
tions of a doggy bed, food
and toys.

Guadalupe Seeker, who
works at the Fort Sill
Espresso shop at Reynolds
Army Community Hospital,
gets Chihuahua Pepe to
jump for a  treat.

Above: Jumping a just-for-fun
obstacle course could win a
dog a prize. Right: A big
Great Pyrenees meets a lit-
tle Chihuahua.

Pvt. James Litton, Headquarters and Headquarters
Support, 434th Field Artillery Brigade, and Jeanette Warden
let their beagle-basset hound Scrap introduce himself to a
shy pup that needs a home. Scrap was once a fearful stray,
and with TLC became a happy member of their family.

All dolled up to meet the neighbors

Chili, a 4-year-old German shepherd, “attacks” a dog han-
dler from the 902nd Military Working Dog Detachment. 

Isam, a Belgian Malinois, sits beside the box with the smell
he was supposed to detect. His handler is Sgt. Jarred
Palmer, plans NCO for the 902nd Military Working Dog
Detachment, who rewarded Isam with a chew  toy.

Melissa Magana and her children Antonio, 4 (with stroller
to left), Aiden, 3, Zoe, 1, and Javier, 8, with a possible pet.
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Products and services advertised in this publication are not endorsed by the Department of Defense, the Army or Fort Sill. Anyone appearing in military uniform in an advertistment is an advertising model or actor.
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1701 Cache Road
353-7496

N-4

SUTHERLAND LUMBER
LAWTON, OKLAHOMA
1001 S.E. First Street
(2 blocks north off Lee Blvd.)

Phone 248-7437
S-9

2615 NW Sheridan Rd. M2
353-3100

"Best Little Surplus Store in Town"
We Make Dog Tags

Military
Surplus
& More

Carl's

 250-4500
 arvest.com

 9 Locations 
 and 22 ATMs 
 • Lawton • Duncan 

 • Walters • Chickasha
 • Elgin

 Military Discount
 Unit Sizes:

 5X10
 10X10
 10X20
 10X25
 10X30

 Bowman
 Ministorage

 7009 NW Cache
 Lawton, OK

 580-536-6531  2-C

 Cameron Baptist

 www.cameronbaptist.com www.cameronbaptist.com

 D ISCOVER   THE  D IFFERENCE !
 9:15 T raditional  W orship
 9:15  Bible Study  ( all ages)
 10:45  Contemporary Worship 

 Exciting activities 
 for EVERY  member 

 of the Family!

 355-4854 355-4854
 Senior Pastor, Mike Teel

 2621 C Ave
 Lawton

 353-1596 or
 357-0465

 • Car Wash  • Oil Change
 • Convenience Store

 2 nd  & Lee Blvd.
 8:30 AM-5 PM, Mon.-Sat.

 Weekly Specials
 Great Deli Meals

 Hobby Shop 
 Indoor RC Oval Track

 421 SW C Ave.
 Lawton, OK

 (580) 699-7588
 www.LawtonRCRaceway.com

 Will match all 
 Radio Control 
 Internet Prices

 S-8

Story, photo
By Aubrey Love

One of Fort Sill’s artillerymen from
six decades ago visited his old duty
station May 12, and we at the Tribune
got a little taste of what life was like in
our building  when it was basic officer
quarters.

Raymond Jess, known as RC
by his friends, walked up the
stairs of the Dental Activity-Fort
Sill headquarters building with
what looked like an air of confi-
dence, and stopped in at our
office.

“I was assigned Room 212
upstairs,” he said,“and have a lot
of fond memories of the days
spent in this old building.”

He noted there was no carpet
or air conditioning in the build-
ing at that time. The floor down-
stairs was marble and upstairs it
was hardwood.

“There was almost always a
party in the last three rooms
upstairs, my room being one of
them,” Jess said. At the time
Oklahoma was a dry state and
the closest place to get liquor
was Burkburnett, Texas. “Some
of us didn’t feel like driving all
the way down there so we would
just find a local bootlegger.”

Jess entered the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point in 1948

and graduated as a second lieu-
tenant four years later with an
engineering degree. His first
duty station was Fort Hood,

Texas where he deactivated a
battalion before being shipped
off for a two-year rotation in
Korea.

In 1954, Jess returned state-
side and was assigned to Fort
Sill’s C Battery, 6th Armored
Battalion, while he was prepped

for the Field Artillery Surface to
Surface Missile Battery Officer’s
Course.

Jess returned to watch a live
fire, like the ones his unit did
decades ago.

A lot of the buildings and
other landmarks we see on Fort
Sill were not around when he
was assigned here.

“It seems like the base just
keeps growing, much like every-
thing else,” he said. “Progress
happens.”

Still working, the 86-year-old
Jess is a cardiovascular rehabili-
tation specialist at St. Luke’s
Brazosport Regional Health
System near Houston.

On a post that has processed
through hundreds of thousands
of Soldiers in the decades since
Jess was here, it’s likely few
know of or remember him. Yet,
he is a man who walked into our
office with self-confidence
recalling events and aspects of
his time at Fort Sill that
intrigued the newspaper staff.

Though his time here was
brief, he went on to touch many
people in a very positive way.
Jess and a thousand others like
him should not be forgotten,
they are the fabric that wove us
together to make this Army
what it is today.

The Fort Sill Religious Support Office has
started its 2016 programs. Wednesday night
programs begin with dinner at 5 p.m. and
classes at 6 p.m.. For information call
Cynthia Cline, director of religious educa-
tion, 580-442-1875, or cynthia.a.cline2.civ@
mail.mil.

Roman Catholic
Sunday, 8 a.m. Confessions (Initial

Entry Trainees) Frontier Chapel
8:30 a.m. Mass (IET), Frontier Chapel
10:30 a.m. Community Mass/ Children’s

Church, Grierson Hill Chapel
Tuesday through Friday, 12 p.m. Mass

RACH: Hospital Chapel
Friday, 9:30 a.m. (first Friday of the

month) First Friday Program, Frontier
Chapel

10 a.m. CWOC Faith Formation,
Frontier Chapel Center

Protestant
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. Church of Christ (IET),

Bldg. 6050, Room 123.
8:30 a.m. New Life Service (IET), 95th AG

BN), Bldg. 2881
8:30 a.m. (IET) Spiritual Fitness, Quarry

Hill Chapel
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service, New Post

Chapel
9:30 a.m. Gospel Adult Sunday School,

Frontier Chapel, Room 128
9:45 a.m.Traditional Service (IET), Quarry

Hill Chapel

10 a.m. (IET) Catholic Spiritual Fitness,Fort
Sill Conference Center

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service,
Sheridan Theater

11 a.m. Traditional Service, New Post
Chapel

11 a.m. Gospel Service, Frontier Chapel
11 a.m. Spirit-Filled Service (IET), Quarry

Hill Chapel
Monday, 9 a.m. Flower Ministry, New

Post Chapel
12 p.m. Bible Study, RACH: Hospital

Center
Tuesday, 6 p.m. Gospel Bible Study,

Frontier Chapel, Room 128
Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. PWOC Praise,

Worship & Study group at Frontier Chapel

Thursday, 12 p.m. Bible Study,
RACH:WTU/SFAC Bldg. 2703

Saturday, 9 a.m. (every second Saturday
of the month) All Congregations’ Men’s
Prayer Breakfast, Golden Corral

9 a.m. (every second Saturday of the
month) Sisters Abiding in Christ
Fellowship & Service, at the Frontier
Chapel

Liturgical
Sunday, 10 a.m. Community and Initial

Entry Service, Old Post Chapel

Latter Day Saints
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. Initial Entry Service,

Bldg. 6050, Room 126

Worship opportunities

Artilleryman from 1950s visits former residence at Sheridan Hall
Former Fort Sill
artilleryman
Raymond Jess vis-
its his former resi-
dence in Sheridan
Hall, which used
to be basic officer
quarters.
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 ATTENTION ADVERTISERS
 In order to allow a holiday for Lawton Constitution 

 employees, we will publish a holiday edition of the Lawton 
 Constitution on Monday, May 30. Because of the holiday

 we will require early deadlines for advertising.

 Memorial Day Early Deadlines Memorial Day Early Deadlines
 Deadline for  Monday , May 30 is 3 p.m. Thursday, May 26.
 Deadline for  Tuesday , May 31 is 5 p.m.Thursday, May 26.

 Deadline for  Wednesday , June 1 is 12 noon Friday, May 27.
 Deadline for the  Tribune  Thursday, June 2 is 12 noon Friday, May 27.

 The Fort Sill Tribune

Diamond race
The 37th Annual Diamond Brigade Color Run 5k and

half marathon is June 4 from 5:30-10 a.m. at the 75th Field
Artillery Brigade Headquarters, Bldg. 3440 Koehler Loop.
The half marathon starts at 6:30 a.m.; and the 5k begins at
8 a.m.The run is $35 for either event, and people may reg-
ister on the FMWR website. Eye protection will be avail-
able at the event for the color run.

30th Annual Kids Fishing Derby
The 30th Annual Kids Fishing Derby is June 4 from 7:30

to 10:30 a.m. at the creek near Sportsman Services on
Fort Sill. The derby is open to children ages 3 to 15. For
more information call 580-442-3553.

Fort Sill Rugby
The Fort Sill Rugby team is looking for players and

practices Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6 p.m. and Sundays
at 2 p.m. at Pritchard Field. All experience levels are wel-
come to join. For more information contact Paul Kilgore
at 515-782-5582.

Youth sports
The Fort Sill youth center staff is always looking for

people who have a desire to volunteer as coaches for
youth programs. Training is provided, no experience nec-
essary. All volunteers must obtain a background check.
Call Jay Hunt at 580-442-5420 for more information.

3-mile Thursdays
Lawton’s free fitness event is the first Thursday month-

ly. Downtown tours are in one- or two-mile distances, or
a 5K route. Merchants may offer discounts and specials to
participants who show their registration bracelets.

Head pin bowling
Twin Oaks Bowling Center offers head pin bowling

Saturdays, 8 p.m. to midnight. Bowling a strike with a col-
ored pin in the No. 1 (head) pin slot wins a coupon for a free
game. A Twin Oaks staff member must witness the bowler
throwing the strike. For more information, call 580-442-
2882.

Sports beat

150+ people run ADA Extreme 5k at LETRA
Story, photos

By Cindy McIntyre

It was a cold and windy morning, but that didn’t
stop 167 people from running up and down some very
rugged terrain, May 14.The 30th Air Defense Artillery
Extreme 5k Run pitted humans against the elements
at the Lake Elmer Thomas Recreation Area.

1st Lt. Joseph DiDonato, 2nd Battalion, 6th ADA,
crossed the finish line first with a time of 30 minutes,
54 seconds. From a half mile away, a long line of run-
ners could be seen descending the hill to the west
where an ambulance was stationed in case of a med-
ical emergency. They came in by ones and in small
groups.

Sgt. 1st Class Albert Sinclair, Headquarters and

Headquarters Battery, 30th ADA, handed each runner
a banana for pick-me-up energy, and then they could
choose from a variety of electrolyte-replenishing
drinks or water. Many who finished the race cheered
on the rest as they headed into the home stretch.

Logan King, a biology student at Cameron
University, was cheered on by his wife Esther and
their 15 month old son Rory.They were among the few
spectators who braved the unseasonably cold wind to
watch their loved ones.

Kiersten Auker looked for her husband Pvt.Timothy
Auker, and her friend Savanna Martinez-Tores stood
next to her with 3-week-old Adelina hidden in a carri-
er, and 4-year-old Vivianna huddled with her pink
jacket’s hoodie up. They waited for Pvt. Gregg
Martinez to finish the race.

Runners on the hill are considerably behind the first-place finisher in the 30th Air Defense Artillery Extreme 5k Run May 14. This view is about a half mile from the finish line at Lake
Elmer Thomas Recreation Area.

167 people 
participated in the
30th Air Defense
Artillery Extreme
5K Run at Lake
Elmer Thomas
Recreation Area,
May 14. For photos
from the run visit
the Fort Sill
Tribune Facebook
page.

1st Lt. Joseph DiDonato, 2-6th ADA checks his watch after cross-
ing the finish line. His first place time was 30:54.
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 TIRED OF SPENDING ALL YOUR MONEY ON BILLS
 REGENCY APARTMENTS
 First Month RENT FREE 

 CABLE, INTERNET AND WATER  PAID
 STARTING AT  $509
 Call 580-248-5800

 $ 99
 Move-In 
 Special!

1, 2 & 3 BDRM. duplex,
$315, $365 & $440 bi-
weekly, electric, water,
gas & cable paid.,
washer/dryer included.
(580)830-0603.

 BUFFALO

    CROSSING

       APARTMENTS
 2 Bedrooms
 $495 Unfurnished
 $595 Furnished
 Utilities Paid
   (Elec. & Water)

 1st Month Free
    (With 12 Month Lease)

 Laundry Onsite
 Updated
 5% Military Discount

 Inquire
 Parks Jones Realty
 4301 NW Cache Rd
 (580) 357-0842
 Realtor Owned
 (Limited Offer)

 Apartment/ Duplexes
  Unfurnished  255

All real estate advertised
in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes
it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status
or national origin, or
intention to make any
such preferences, limita-
tions or discrimination.
This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real
estate which is in violation
of the law. All person are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

 Apartment/ Duplexes
  Furnished  250

 C
 Rentals

WANT TO BUY- horses,
mules and donkeys. Call
940-841-4804.

HEREFORD and Angus
bulls, 12-18 months, ex-
tra good quality. JR Beef,
580-280-2855.

 Livestock And
  Supplies  225

2-5 acre home sites.
Owner Fin. N, S, E, W of
Lawton. 580-569-2679.

 Land For Sale  205

 B
 Farm & Ranch

2 Plots + extras. $3500
obo. Call 580-917-0384
or email JT2QUICK@

AOL.COM

1 PLOT, Garden of
Prayer, Section 5, Sunset
Memor ia l Garden s .
580-355-9063.

 Cemetery Lots  185

TAVERN FOR LEASE:
1906 Lee, $600 a month.
580-458-0353.

FOR LEASE: 1000 sq. ft.
#5 SE I Ave. Storage,
Hobby Business. Loft with
shower & kitchenette,
overhead door, walk in
door, water paid. $600
monthly, $6,000 yearly.
580-704-4973.

E X ECUT I V E OF F I C E
space, West Gore. Re-
model to suit tenant. Call
536-0575.

2400 SQ. FT. warehouse,
small storage yard, 2 of-
fices, centrally located.
536-0575.

1500+ SQ FT office/
retail space, 2605 NW
Cache Rd., 351-9100.

1303 GORE, 3 offices,
per sona l ba th room,
reception area, all bills
paid, $500. 353-5876.

1000 SQ. FT. office
space, close to downtown.
Call 536-0575.

 Commercial For
  Sale or Lease  180

NICE 3 bdrm., 2 ba., FP,
west Lawton. Approx.
1500 sq. ft. $115,500.
580-678-9937.

Country 3 bdrm house for
sale or rent, 50x50 shop,
7 acres, 585-7182.

4619 SE Mieling Dr.
Sungate Addition, Up-
dated 3 bedroom, 1.5
bath, 2 car garage,
1295 sq. ft, $105,000
580-235-2816.

 Houses For Sale
 Lawton  110

1+- Acre, restricted lot, in
Windsong Ranch Addn.,
with pond, well, well
house, and beautiful view
of the Wichita Mtns.
580-682-0082.

 Lots/ Small
 Tracts  105

 A
 Real Estate

 Apartment/ Duplexes
  Unfurnished  255

 Classified:
 Shopping

 Made Easy…

NICE 4 bdrm. redo, 2 ba.,
fenced yard, $950/
$750. 492-5826.

NICE 2 BDRM.
Duplex, Near Ft. Sill,
Fenced, Hook-Ups, Gar.,
Extras! $450/$300.
585-7554, 713-9953.

MOVE IN SPECIALS!
NO CREDIT CHECK!
Homes, apts., effi-
ciency. Lawton & sur-
rounding areas. Colo-
nial Realty, 355-3222
Open Most evgs til 7.

LOOKing for clean, qual-
ity 2 or 3 bedroom
homes? $500 to $1,200
month. Including a nice
selection of townhouses.
Visit Capuccio Dream
Homes Realty 2801 SW
Lee Blvd 580-353-7326
or Capucciodreamhomes.
com. Open Mon-Sat!

IMMACULATE 2 bed-
room., 1 ba., privacy
fence, 306 Columbia,
$600/ $600. 1 year
lease. 580-695-1788.

EXTRA NICE 3 bdrm.,
CHA, range, carpet.
248-4987/284-5300.

Available NOW

EAST SIDE 3 bdrm., 1.5
ba., new flooring, remod-
eled, washer and dryer
onsite, $750. 678-7052.

EAST 3 BDRM., 1 liv.
area, 2 ba., 2 car gar.,
privacy yard. 647-6428.

904 FERRIS AVE
Extra nice remodeled, 2
bdrm., CHA, fenced,
$700/ $400. 583-7787,
or 713-9953.

3 BDRM., 1.75 ba., 2 car
gar., newly painted, new
CHA, new hot water
heater, appls., MacArthur
school dist., 2910 NE
La k e , $800/$400 .
Charles, 580-512-5977.

3820 ARLINGTON, 2
bdrm., inside uti. rm., din-
ing rm. 580-483-4375.

3/4 BDRM., wood floors,
$615/$500, 1424 NW
23rd. 695-8764.

2 BDRM., CHA, garage,
brand new appliances,
carpet, etc. $550. 1513
A. 591-2603.

2 BDRM., 1 ba., single car
gar., washer, dryer hook-
ups. 580-569-2679.

2213 NW Smith clean 3
bdrm, 1 ba, nice yd.
$600/ $600. 812 1⁄2 SW
McKinley clean 2 bdrm, 1
ba, fenced yd. $500/$500.
917-6885.

1304 H, nice 2 bdrm., 1
ba., CHA, appls., $525/
$500. 580-591-1222.

 Unfurnished
  Houses  275

Room for Rent, $335, use
of washer & dryer,
kitchen. 580-713-5085.

 Bedrooms  260

WOODLAND ARMS
APTS.

1⁄2 off first full month´s
rent. 1 bdrm., 1 ba.,
$400; 2 bdrm., 2 ba.,
$500. 2107 NW 38th
St. 580-483-6635.

MOVE IN Special 1 or 2
bdrm . $320-$400/
$300. 512-5135.

Greystone Apartments
1435 NW 67th St.

1 bdrm., available now.
580-704-7750,
Broker owned

EXECUTIVE Style living
close to downtown...
Spacious two bdrm., two
ba., 1 car, water paid,
1306 B“Ave.”, $975/
$975. 704-3224.

Crystal Pointe Apts.
$525 CHA, DW, washer,
dryer , water paid .

248-2322

CLEAN 2 bdrm. duplex,
1528 NW Bessie, CHA,,
laundry, fenced. $550/
$250. Call 248-8085.

BILLS PAID, lg. 1 bdrm.,
$495, no dep. 510 Ferris.
585-1782.

919 NE TORTOISE, 2
bdrm., newly remodeled,
$550/$450. 351-7528.

2 BDRM., upstairs, 1 ba.,
all hardwood, all appls.,
newly remodeled, $525,
water pd. 695-6303.

2 BDRM., 1 ba., CHA,
washer & dryer hookups.
Avail. now, $500/$250,
all bills pd. Call Susan for
details, 917-0707.

2006A SW ´´A´´ Ave. 1
bdrm. duplex, water
paid, washer & dryer,
$375. 583-8167.

1523 NW LINCOLN Ave-
nue, 2 bedroom., 1
bath, washer, dryer hook-
ups, $425/$300, water
pd. Call 580-512-5149.

1 & 2 Bdrm Apts
$375 & $425 and

ONLY $99 DEPOSIT!
(12 mo. lease/qualified
applicant). The Allesio,
Lawton. Brand new
flooring and appls., on-
site laundry, pool, pet
f r i e nd ly ( some re -
strictions), 5% military
discount. 866-868-4905.

EHO

 Apartment/ Duplexes
  Unfurnished  255

 Looking for a home? Check 
 out the Real Estate section of 

 the Lawton Constitution

The Lawton Area Transit
System or LATS is looking
for professional and cour-
teous Bus Operators.
Must have a Class A or B
CDL w/P Endorsement.
Health, Dental, 401k
paid training, vacation,
sick leave and incentives.
A p p l i c a t i o n s a r e
avai lable at www.
ridelats.com and 611 SW
B i s h o p R d . C a l l
580-248-5252 for more
details.

SERVICE
MONITOR

The Lawton Constitution is
now accepting applica-
tions for a full time posi-
tion within the Circulation
Department. The basic
duties of the position are
to monitor the service of
our carriers and deliver
individual papers to cus-
tomers that are misses.
The pay is $9.50 per
hour plus mileage re-
imbursement with a bene-
fits program that includes
401k and paid vacation.
A reliable vehicle, a valid
driver´s license and proof
of mandatory insurance is
required. You must be
able to lift up to 25 lbs.
and be available to work
early morning, evenings
and weekends. Please
apply at 207 SW
“B”Ave., Mon.-Fri., from 9
AM-4 PM.

RED CROSS certified life-
guards needed. Call
357-6424.

PAPA LOUIE´S PIZZERIA
is now hiring full time dri-
vers. Hourly, mileage &
tips. Apply in person
2012 NW Smith.

OK CLEANERS, 2206 W.
Gore Blvd. Shirt presser.
Experienced only. 20-30
hrs/wk. Apply in person.

Now hiring Class A CDL
drivers. Must pass back-
ground check (must be
able to access military
base) & drug screening.
Apply at 2121 SW
Washington, Lawton, OK.

MEERS STORE &
RESTAURANT,
NOW HIRING
KITCHEN HELP,

SERIOUS
APPLICANTS ONLY.
START A $9 PER HR.

No Phone Calls.
Apply in person.

(Closed on Tuesdays
& Wednesdays).
THE MEERS STORE &

RESTAURANT
11⁄2 MILES NORTH

OF THE WILDLIFE
REFUGE ON HWY

115 IN MEERS, OK.

HORN SANITATION is
now hiring for garbage
collector. Class B re-
quired. Apply in person
only, 1930 NW Ferris,
Ste. 13. no phone calls.

Hiring packing & moving
personnel. Must pass
background check (must
be able to access military
base) & drug screening.
A p p l y 2 1 2 1 S W
Washington, Lawton, OK.

HELP WANTED- Sunset
Memorial Gardens, part
time mowing, weed eat-
ing and groundscare.
Contact Linda at 632 SW
C Ave.

EXPERIENCED part time
cashier. 580-483-2780
after 1:00 p.m. or apply
at 134 SE Lee.

EXPERIENCED
CDL TRUCK DRIVERS,

EXPERIENCED
EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS.

T & G Construction, Inc.
and Southwest Ready
Mix are currently accept-
ing applications for
experienced CDL Truck
drivers, Successful can-
didate must be highly
motivated. Drug screen
and criminal background
check required. We offer
excellent pay and bene-
fits including health, den-
tal and 401k. Applica-
tions are available online
at:
http://www.tngconst.com
or at the following
business location:
800 SE 1St Street,
Lawton, OK 73501.
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer.

BROOKDALE TEN OAKS
We are looking for a
part time driver. Fill out
application at 3610 SE
Huntington Cir. No phone
calls please. EOE.

ANN´S County Kitchen
now hiring Cook and
Waitress. Apply in per-
son, 20602 Hwy. 58.

2016 HARVEST HELP
NEEDED. Take an adven-
ture this summer, May-
Nov. Guar. wage plus
room and board. Com-
bine, Grain Carts and
CDL driver´s. Contact
Lonnie at 308-999-0482.

 Help Wanted
   General  350

 E
 Employment

Family Legal Plan $20/
month 214-427-1840
www.tolbertewyatt.com

 Legals  300

 D
 Announcements

3 BDRM., 1 ba., in
Apache, CHA, fenced in
yard, $600/ $500.
580-458-7137.

 Out of Town
  Rentals  285

RENT HOUSES: 2, 3,
4 bdrm., pets al-
lowed, Section 8 OK
1301 W. Gore
580-919-8725.

 Unfurnished
  Houses  275

GERONIMO
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

IS TAKING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR A FULL-TIME
CUSTODIAN. 40 HOURS
PER WEEK. A CDL OR
ABILITY TO OBTAIN A
CDL A PLUS. SALARY
BASED ON EXPERIENCE.

A P P L I C A T I O N S
A V A I L A B L E A T
G E R O N I M O H I G H
SCHOOL, 800 WEST
M A I N S T R E E T ,
GERONIMO, OK. 73543

CONTACT
HEATH SELCER,

PRINCIPAL,
580 355-3160

hselcer@
geronimo.k12.ok.us

GERONIMO
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

IS TAKING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR A FULL-TIME
MAINTENANCE PERSON.
40 HOURS PER WEEK. A
CDL OR ABILITY TO OB-
TAIN A CDL A PLUS SAL-
ARY BASED ON EXPER-
IENCE.

A P P L I C A T I O N S
A V A I L A B L E A T
G E R O N I M O H I G H
SCHOOL, 800 WEST
M A I N S T R E E T ,
GERONIMO, OK. 73543

CONTACT
HEATH SELCER,

PRINCIPAL
580 355-3160

hselcer@
geronimo.k12.ok.us

GERONIMO PUBL IC
SCHOOLS IS TAKING
APPLICATIONS FOR A
FULL-TIME TEACHER
AIDE. 40 HOURS PER
WEEK. A CDL OR ABILITY
TO OBTAIN A CDL A
PLUS. SALARY BASED ON
EXPERIENCE.

A P P L I C A T I O N S
A V A I L A B L E A T
G E R O N I M O H I G H
SCHOOL, 800 WEST
M A I N S T R E E T ,
GERONIMO, OK. 73543

CONTACT
HEATH SELCER,

PRINCIPAL
580 355-3160

hselcer@
geronimo.k12.ok.us

 Help Wanted
  Professional  365

 CALL US.

 We make it 
 easy for you 

 to place a 
 classified ad.
 1-800-364-3636

 TOLL FREE

 T HE  L AWTON

 C ONSTITUTION

Very busy Real
Estate Team is look-
ing for highly mo-
tivated team mem-
bers for PART TIME
and/or FULL TIME
positions. Some Sat-
urdays required.
These positions re-
quire excellent cus-
tomer service skills
and strong verbal
and written commu-
nication skills. Daily
d u t i e s i n v o l v e
greeting customers,
answering multi line
phone system and
general office work.
Successful applicants
need to be computer
literate, extremely
detail oriented, able
to stay focused in a
busy environment,
able to work in-
dependently within a
team structure and
conduct themselves in
a professional man-
ner . Profess ional
dress is required.
Please send resume
t o H o p e @
pandbrentals.com

fax to
580-248-8818.

Full time Medical Assis-
tant position available.
Experience in healthcare
and previous employers
references required.
Please email resume to
nhdoctors@gmail.com or
Fax to 580-248-1108

Experienced Journey-
man needed. Paid vaca-
tion, holidays and 401k.
Send resume to A900,
PO Box 2069, Lawton,
OK 73502.

APPRENTICE needed for
well established business.
Paid vacation, holidays
and 401k. Send resume
to A890, PO Box 2069,
Lawton, OK 73502.

 Help Wanted
   Office/ Clerical  360

 Check Us 
 Out On:

 Check Us 
 Out On:

 To find us: Type “The Lawton 
 Constitution” in the search bar 

 on your Facebook page.

INSURANCE AGENCY
seeking Customer Service
Rep. License a plus but
will train. Fax resume to:
580-591-0660.

 Help Wanted
   Sales  355

WE´RE HIRING!!!
· Several $30K-$100K
Positions available.
· No Experience
Necessary,
Paid Training Provided.
· Sales, Marketing,
Estimating and
Management.
· Home Restoration
Industry.
· Some positions require
ability to carry a ladder.
· Outgoing - Energetic -
Personable personality
required.
· Join our team today!.

Please call
580-531-0116 and ask
for Bill to set an inter-
view.

 Help Wanted
   General  350

 Looking for a TV or a Stereo?
 Check out the Mechandise 

 section of the Lawton 
 Constitution classified.

STORK´S NEST. Maternity
Clothes. Cribs, Baby
items. 2610 NW Lee.
Call 248-9999.

 73505  455

THE LAWTON
CONSTITUTION

Classified Advertising
Department offers No
refunds or rain checks
for Garage Sale ads
affected by inclement

weather.
swoknews.com

Antique Adventures,
811 SW A Ave., Lawton

Reducing Inventory
Everything goes

Everything marked down
Continuing Sat, May 14th

 73501  450

 G
 Garage Sales

Class A CDL OTR Drivers
needed. Must have 2 yrs
verifiable experience. 40
cpm. Call Joann @
405-224-8583 Mon.-Fri.

CDL NEEDED. Excellent
pay and home time.
580-695-6543.

 Drivers  385

Lincare, leading national
respiratory company
seeks Healthcare Special-
ist. Responsibilities: Dis-
ease management pro-
g r a m s , c l i n i c a l
evaluations, equipment
set up and education. Be
the Dr.´s eyes in the home
setting. RN, LPN, RRT, CRT
licensed as applicable.
Great personalities with
strong work ethic needed.
Compet i t i ve sa lary ,
benefits and career
p a t h s . D r u g - f r e e
workplace. EOE.

HIRING CHHA´s, 12 hr.
shift, Duncan area; RN/
PRN, travel. Travel pay.
580-351-2273.

CHIROPRACTIC ASSIS-
TANT needed. Must have
computer skills, good with
people, reliable, ener-
getic and self motivated.
$12 an hour plus bonus.
F a x r e s u m e t o :
580-354-0303.

BROOKDALE TEN OAKS
We are looking for Cer-
tified Medication Aides.
Please apply at the
community, 3610 SE Hun-
tington Cir., Lawton, OK.
No phone calls please.
EOE.

 Help Wanted
  Medical  370

THE Town of Apache is
taking applications for a
Public Works Supervisor
for the next 2 weeks. All
applicants must have a
Class D water and waste
water license. The Town
may send the person
hired to obtain a Class C
water and waste water
license at a later time.
salary will be discussed a
the time of hiring. Start
immediately.Pick up ap-
plication at Apache City
Hall, 102 Evans, Apache,
OK.

SOS COUNS E L I NG
GROUP HIRING COUN-
SELORS!! 580-678-3424

REPORTER/
PHOTOGRAPHER,
Journalism or Communica-
tions degree required.
Must have dependable
car and be available for
nights and weekends.
Send resume and clips to:
dhale@swoknews.com.

OK Department of
Veteran Affairs

Oklahoma Veterans
Center

Lawton/Ft. Sill Division

Looking for a long-term
career as a valued team
m e m b e r s e r v i n g
Oklahoma´s War Heroes

FULL TIME WITH
BENEFITS

RN and LPN positions
Oklahoma license

required

Excellent Paid Benefits
Package

Health, Dental, Vision and
Life coverage for you

and your family
Paid Time Off
Retirement Plan

Contact: Carrie Crow, HR
Programs Manager at

580-354-3014 or fax
resume to 580-354-3177
or apply in person at

501 SE Flowermound Rd,
Lawton, OK 73501

Liberty National Bank is
accepting applications
for a qualified Credit
Analyst. Successful ap-
plicant will possess spe-
cific knowledge and
expertise of financial
statements, analyzing
cash flow and assessing
r e p a ym e n t a b i l i t y
relative to loans. Ap-
plicant must be proficient
in Microsoft Office ap-
plications and possess
knowledge of general of-
fice procedures. Position
requires a Bachelor?s De-
g r e e i n F i n a n c e /
Accounting and one to
five years relevant
experience preferred.
LNB offers an excellent
employee benefits and
compensation package.
Apply in person at 629
SW C Avenue, Lawton or
any of our banking loca-
tions or email HR@
LNBOK.com for an ap-
plication. EOE/Minority/
F ema l e /D i s ab i l i t y /
Veteran.

 Help Wanted
  Professional  365

GARAGE Door Repair
Commercial, Residential.
Sales. Redneck Door Co.
580-284-1913

 Doors

ORTIZ & Sons Concrete
12 yrs. exp. All types of
Concrete work & concrete
staining. Free Est. Fencing,
583-3506.

NIETO CONCRETE, LLC.
20 yrs. exp. Patio,
sidewalks, driveways.
Concrete-Stamp- Hard
Stamp. 580-730-4233.
Insured.

MEDRANO CONCRETE
floors, drives, walkways,
patios. Free estimate.

580-704-4299.

C O L T G L O V E R
CONSTRUCTION- ALL
T Y P E S C O N C R E T E .

591-3717.

 Concrete

SPRING CLEANING, top
to bottom housesitting,
move in/out. 291-2874.

SPARKLING CLEAN:
House cleaning & move
out cleaning. Lic., bonded,
insured. 580-699-2486.

I would like to give your
house a good general
cleaning that is next to
Godliness. Call anytime,
Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.
580-350-8422.

 Cleaning Service

A LOOSE or wrinkled
carpeting? New carpet
and hardwood flooring
WHITE´S FLOOR COVER-
ING. 585-2367.

 Carpet/ Flooring

A+ CARPET CLEANING
16 yrs exp. 3 rooms &
hallway for $69, ea.
additional room $15.
580-678-2927.

 Carpet Cleaning

ABLP BRICKWORK: rock,
block, patchwork. Serving
Lawton for over 20 yrs.
Call Lonnie, 483-6291.

 Brick Work

MARK´S APPLIANCE INC.
Mon.-Fri., 9-5, Sat., 10-2.
Servicing most home
makes & models, since
2001. 512-6699.

 Appliance
 Repair

 B USINESS   AND  S ERVICE  D IRECTORY

 357-9545
 Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

 3 Lines -  $ 4.50 once per month. Each additional line is  $ 1.50

 A World of  Opportunities
 The GEO Group, Inc. is the world’s leading provider of 
 correctional, detention, and community reentry services.

 Lawton Correctional Facility 
 8607 SE Flower Mound Road, Lawton, OK

 Former Military with VA Education Benefits may now be eligible for additional 
 funding with Correctional Officer positions

 Apply Onlin e :  www.jobs.geogroup.com

 *Qualifications: • At least 20 years of age 
 • High School Diploma or equivalent 
 • Valid Driver’s license 
 • Work experience in a correctional setting preferred

 GEO employs  to p- notch talent and
  promotes safety, diversity and inclusion.

 EOE AA M/F/Vet/Disability

 • Recreation Specialist
 • Case Manager
 • Academic Instructor

 • Correctional Officer*$12/hour

 Help Wanted
   General  350

PET CREMATION at
Rainbow Bridge.
1386 SE 1st. St.,

Lawton, OK 73501
580-351-8280.

 Pet Services/
  Supplies  560

NOTICE: The City of Law-
ton requires a Breeding/
Advertising/ Transfer
(BAT) permit number in-
cluded in unaltered pet
advertisements distrib-
uted within the Lawton
city limit. For information
call the Animal Welfare
Division, 581-3219.

AKC GERMAN Shepherd
puppies, $200-$250,
B A T # 1 5 - 0 0 8 .
580-647-6397.

 Pets - Lawton  550

MALT´S QUALITY APPLS.
811 SW LEE, 355-7514
Good used appliances.

 Appliances  545

 H
 Merchandise

Thrift Shop Ft. Sill
Open to the public! 1713
Gruber Rd. Open 9-1
Tues.- Fri., 9-2, Sat.
355-8731. No Checks.
Donations accepted.

 Ft Sill  465

Church Rummage Sale
Lawton First Nazarene
1402 NW Arlington Ave
8am until 2pm. May 21.

 73507  460

HANDYMAN´S
Handyman. One call does
it all! Screens, Windows,
Doors, Cabinets, Painting,
Roofing, Drywall, Tile,
Fencing, Hauling, Lawn
care. Free est. Call
355-9686

HANDYMAN-qua l i t y
work, affordable. Tree
removal. 580-583-4946.

 Handyman

GOLDEN RULE:
Seamless Gutter, LLC.
Free Est. 512-2966.

D & B Gutter
5´´, 6´´ Seamless
Insured, Free est.
580-678-8898.

 Guttering

GOLDSTARR
CONSTRUCTION

Lifting, leveling houses,
buildings, 536-4466.

 Foundation
 Repair

J&S - Fence repair or
i n s t a l l a t i o n . C a l l
580-678-2309 for free
estimate. Best warranty in
SW Oklahoma.

BUDGET FENCE CO
580-678-2599

Free estimates for repairs
to sagging gates, loose
posts or broken pickets.
Guaranteed lowest price
for complete fence re-
placement. Credit Cards
Accepted.

ACCURATE FENCE: ALL
TYPES OF FENCE. Call

580-591-3717.

ABC CONTRACTING
Wood, Vinyl, Wrought
iron, and sheet metal
fencing. Ask about our
Life time GUARANTEE.
Ca l l f o r f ree e s t .
580-248-6348.

0 Est. Jones Fencing LLC,
build, repair, chainlink &
wood. Call 284-4494.

$0 EST., AN AFFORDABLE
Fence: unbeatable prices.
14 yrs exp., lic. & insured.
580-585-0091. Beware of
Cheap Imitations.

 Fencing

TOLER´S Garage Door
SVC. Repairs only. Resi-
dential. Replace springs,
cables, rollers. Operator
Repair. 36 yrs exp.
580-536-4051.

 Doors

 Help Wanted
   General  350

WANTED DEAD
OR ALIVE

Any 3 wheel or 4 wheel
scooters & power chairs.
Call or bring them
to Kingdom Medical,
1824 NW 52nd St.,
580-355-1511.

 Want To Buy  590

WEDDING DRESS with
veil, size 10, only tried on
2 or 3 times, paid $1000,
a s k i n g $500 obo .
353-6450.

 Clothing  580

POWER CHAIR, 5 yrs.
old, new batteries, used 5
times, asking $550. Call
583-2009.

PARACORD, all colors,
flags, knives, Ghillie suit,
ammo boxes. Carl´s Mili-
tary Surplus, 2615 NW
Sheridan. 353-3100.

MCCLUNG Construction
House & Trailer Moving
and leve l ing- t ra i ler
skirting, concrete work,
m u c h m o r e . J i m
512-0981.

AUTO GLASS
Mobile Service. Certified
15 yrs. exp. Jeff Beville,
Lawton 951-9554 or
678-1929.

4 Cemetery Plots -
Sunset Memorial

Gardens, Lawton, OK.
Section 1, Lot 84A,
Spaces 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Price reduced to $3000
(for all 4 plots). Call

405-501-1007.

 Miscellaneous  575

 Classified:
 Shopping

 Made Easy…

J&S 580-678-2309
Pool maintenance

and cleaning

 Pools/ Spas

KEN Shannon´s Plumbing,
drain cleaning & repair,
5 8 0 - 2 1 5 - 2 9 2 0 o r
405-760-1435.

 Plumbing

TERMITE
& PEST CONTROL

Voted Lawton´s best,
in business 40 years,
248-3700.

 Pest Control

RUDY´S PAINTING,
R EMODE L I NG AND

ROOFING, CALL
405-229-6183.

BIBY PAINT & REMODEL
HONEST AFFORDABLE

PROFESSIONAL
RESIDENTIAL

RESTORATIONS
SINCE 1983

STEVE BIBY 574-0015

BEST PAINTING. Quality
service, price, free est.
Phil Clark 695-7558.

A TO Z Painting, drywall
repair, faux finishing.
Reasonable prices. Call
Willis, 580-591-0351.

 Painting

$O EST. Grass Man´s
Lawn Service. Quick,
efficient, affordable.
Call 580-695-0952.

CUSTOM CUTZ lawncare
& debris removal. Call
580-713-2150.

A´S LAWN CARE, mow,
trim, & blow. Work guar.
Free Est. 917-1090.

A-MIKE´S Lawn Care.
Great prices, depend-
a b l e , r e f e r e n c e s .
Facebook, 585-0003.

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
Lawn care. Over 8 years
experience in residential
and commercial grounds
care. Call Bill at Take A
Break for a free est.
580-713-1233.

 Lawn Care

 Help Wanted
   General  350

Nice 18´ Factory Bayliner
boat trailer single axle,
$4000, 536-4466.

I BUY
BOATS

405-620-5760

´06 YAMAHA GP-1300,
170 hp, low hrs., ´01
Yamaha GPI-1200, 155
hp, low hrs.; tandem
trailer, $8000 obo for
all. 580-595-0616.

 Boats/ Motors/
  Marine  640

I BUY RV´S
& TRAILERS

405-620-5760

FOR RENT, RV lots & boat
stalls, by Lake Lawtonka.
580-529-2425.

COLEMAN POP UP
Camper, 17’ by 7’ com-
pletely equipped with
extras. A1 condition.
$3,995. 580-704-4973.

´13 16ft. Salem Cruise
Lite, sleeps 4, nice,
$7500. 405-274-2530.

 Recreational
  Vehicles  635

RC GUNS
AR15 & 1911 parts
Call 580-647-7183

J & M FIREARMS
Large selection of pistols
& rifles. 580-351-6981.

 Guns  620

 I
 Recreation

Lawton Window & Sid-
ing, free estimates &
references. 284-7250.

 Windows

IN LAWTON since 1998
Reading, Math, English

ACT Prep and STEM
580-351-9100

sylvanlearning.com

 Tutoring

BUDGET TREE SERVICE;
Licensed and Insured;
Free Est. Credit Cards
Accepted. 678-2599.

BRANCH OUT Tree Ser-
vice. Removal-trimming-
stump grinding. Free est.
Fully insured.

580-678-9737.

 Tree Service

REPAIRS: floors, ramps,
lights, and painting.
Crows, 580-357-2208.

 Trailer Repair

Concrete Storm Shelters
10X10, $7995. Rated
#1. 512-2959.

 Storm Shelters

GAROLD´S Siding &
Windows. Installation &
repair. 25 yrs. exper-
ience. 580-620-9205.

 Siding

SUPERIOR ROOFING by
All Pro. Free Est. Roof
replacements and Re-
p a i r s . S t a t e R e g .
#80002459. Licensed &
Insured. 580-704-4444.

SPECIALIZING in roof re-
pairs & leaks. Call Jack
580-695-6057.

SKY Roofing, LLC.
OK Reg. & Insured.

580-917-5850.

JACKSON ROOFING
Shingles, flat roofs.
FREE est. Roofers have
over 40 years exp. Keith
Jackson, 357-8386
State reg. 80000907

 Roofing

Sky Home Improvement
LLC: Best prices guar. 10
yrs. exp. 580-291-3237

REMODELING- Bathrooms
are our speciality, also
kitchens, exteriors, tiling,
wood floors and much
more. Free Est., J R
DRAKE CONSTRUCTION
LLC. 580-280-2855.

 Remodeling

´89 FORD F-250, 351
Windsor, 5 spd., work
truck, 1 owner, 72,690
mi., $1500 OBO. Call
353-9410.

´85 Ford F350, rebuilt
460 auto., 10´ utility bed,
$4000, 536-4466.

´77 Ford F750, 391 en-
gine, V-8, 14´ steel bed,
$4000, 536-4466. Nice.

 Pickups/ Vans
  Sport Utilities  725

USED Cars & Trucks Cost
Less at Lewis Poor Boy
Auto Auction. 411 SW
McKinley. 355-8847,
583-0833, 514-8305,
$800- $5,000.

$ I BUY JUNK CARS $
Running or Not.

280-9363

2010 PT Cruiser, auto.,
red, 59k, very nice,
$8550. 458-8082.

2010 Cadillac CTS-LS, 1
owner, garage kept, very
clean, $12,500.

580-695-0457.

2008 BUICK LaCrosse
CXL, loaded, non smoker,
98,000 mi., like new.
Mu s t s ee ! $7 ,850 .
580-510-9248.

1 9 8 4 E L D O R A D O
Convertible Cadillac.
$12,000. 1985 Ford
Handicapped Van with
adult wheelchair lift,
$2,500 OBO. 2002 XL
883 Hug Harley David-
son Motorcycle, $3,500.
Call after 11 am/ before
8 pm. (580)512-5530.

´03 Infiniti G35 coupe,
48k mi., ext. warranty.
$10,900. 585-7263.

 Automobiles  720

2014 INDIAN CHIEF Vin-
tage, 3k mi., some access.
avail. $17,000. 5 X 10
trailer, used 2 times,
$1,000. 918-429-5737
or 580-595-0123.

2011 SUZUKI V Strom
600, low mi., great ride,
asking $3,000 nego.
2009 BURGMAN 400,
low mi., great beginners
bike, asking $2,500
nego. 580-917-7076.

2011 HD DYNA SUPER
GLIDE, exc. cond., low
m i . , $ 9 , 3 0 0 . C a l l
918-697-5118.

´11 Kawasaki Voyager,
1700 w/ABS, 7149 mi.,
$10,000 OBO. Txt/Call
580-583-9084.

´09 SUZUKI Boulevard
S40, 650cc, 650 mi., exc.
c o n d . , $ 2 6 0 0 .
580-483-7271.

´03 HONDA VALKYRIE,
black with lots of chrome,
performance work, sound
system, 6K mi., $10,000.
580-695-6060.

´02 Harley Heritage
Softtail Classic, bags, ex-
t ra s , $5900 OBO.
580-467-8472.

 Motorcycles &
  Accessories  700

 J
 Transportation
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