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The Blackhorse newsletter is looking for photos
and stories on the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment. Anyone can submit a story, photo, or
both to the 11th ACR Public Affairs Officer at
albert.r.jernegan.mil@mail.mil. Photos must
contain an accurate description with full name,

rank, unit and hometown of the subjects.
For additional information, contact the
11th ACR PAO at (760) 380 -5112.
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Command Team Greetings

CSM Stunkard and | would like to wish all the Troopers, Blackhorse family
members, and Fort I[rwin community, a Happy Holidays and New Year.

We encourage all to take time off to enjoy the season with family and friends. As
we enjoy our personal blessings, let us not forget our brothers and sisters in arms who
are unable to be home with family this year as they uphold the values of our great
nation throughout the world. The selfless service, courage, and loyalty embodied by
todayodos Soldier is what makes serving with

This time of year is a reminder that it is not only our troopers who serve, but their
families serve and sacrifice as well. Our Soldiers, families and loved ones have the
highest respect and gratitude of all Americans. We are extremely proud of all you do
and want you to know, we hold you in our prayers.

The mission we execute here at the National Training Center is essential to our
nationds security and we are a critical en:
and reset yourselves for the New Year and the service you will continue to provide to
our service members.

Be safe and enjoy the time with your loved ones. We will see you in the New Year.
Thank you for all you do to provide strength to our Army.

ALLONS!



11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT
CHANGE OF RESPONSIBLITY




The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment held a Change of
Responsibility ceremony Sept
Fritz Field, where outgoing CSM James T. Gandy,
relinquished responsibility of the Blackhorse Regiment to
CSM Michael J. Stunkard.
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Fort Irwin, The National Training Center and
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month

Since the Revolutionary War, Hispanic -Americans have served in defense of the United States
of America, and continue to do so 241 years later. Approved by the President, Lyndon B. Johnson in
1968, the month -long observance of Hispanic heritage from Sept. 15, to Oct. 15 has been carried on
for nearly 50 years throughout the United States. Of the more than 310 million Americans in the
U.S., nearly 55 million are of Hispanic descent. Diversity runs rich within the soul of the nation, and
in its Army, which includes over 64,000 Hispanic -Americans in service.

Fort Irwin held a celebration to mark the beginning of Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 14,
2016. U.S. Army CSM Eric Vidal, senior enlisted advisor, Regimental Support Squadron, 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, shared his experience in both the civilian and military environment as
a Hispanic -American of Puerto Rican descent, and spoke on what Hispanic Heritage Month means
to him at the observance ceremony being held at the Sandy Basin Community Center here.

OFrom the American Revolution through I raq and
fought bravely for our nati on. But their contribu
said Vidal. olt was amazing to be side by side of
just one Soldier talking to another Soldier, prep

To retain equal opportunity and an atmosphere of respect throughout the Army, Hispanic
Heritage Month is celebrated as a period of gratitude and appreciation across the service branch. In
the past 30 years, the representation of Hispanic = -Americans in the Army has increased by 10
percent, as opposed to 1985, when it was a dwindling, 3 percent. Army leaders want to create
conditions to foster and sustain a culture where Soldiers can have a military career and the most
opportunities to reach their full potential.

Foll owing Vidal 6s speech, SGT Yol anda Duart e,
preformed a Mexican Folk Ballet dance for the attending leaders and Soldiers of Fort Irwin.
Concluding the event, Fort Il rwinds Culinary Speci

traditional Hispanic cuisine, including Empanadas De Carne,
Crispy Fl autas, and Chorizo Fried
authentic Hispanic culture.

U.S. Army CSM Eric J. Vidal, senior enlisted advisor, Regimental Support
Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, poses with LTC Christopher
Danbeck, commander, 1st Squadron, 11th ACR, during the presentation of gifts
at the Hispanic Heritage Month celebration, at Fort Irwin's Sandy Basin Com-
munity Center, Sept. 14, 2016. (U.S. Army Photo by PVT Austin Anyzeski)




U.S. Army SGT Yolanda Duarte, S -4 non-
commissioned officer, Regimental Support Squadron,
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, concluded her
performance for the leaders and Soldiers during the
Hispanic Heritage Month celebration at Fort Irwin's
Sandy Basin Community Center, Sept. 14, 2016.
Duarte preformed a shining representation of
Mexican Folkloric Ballet during the celebration.

(U.S. Army Photo by PVT Austin Anyzeski)

U.S. Army CSM Eric J. Vidal, senior enlisted
advisor, Regimental Support Squadron, 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, spoke on his
experience as a Hispanic -American of Puerto
Rican descent in the United States, at Fort
Irwin's Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration, Sept. 14, 2016. Vidal joined the
Army in 1991 during the Gulf War, and has
been on three operational deployments
across the Middle East. (U.S. Army Photo by
SGT David Edge)

Soleil Yaire Montejano, a twelve year -old Mexican Folk
Ballet dancer, preformed for the leaders and Soldiers

at Fort Irwin's Sandy Basin Community Center during
the Hispanic Heritage Month celebration, Sept. 14,

2016. Montejano was enrolled in a Mexican Folkloric
Ballet School by her mother at the age of 5, and since
then, she has participated in more than 60 presenta-
tions across the state of California. (U.S. Army Photo

by PVT Austin Anyzeski)




The 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.,
challenged the 11th Armored Cavalry

Regiment for control of the Mojave Desert,
during rotation 16 -09 at the National Training

Center. The purpose of NTC Rotations is to

coach, teach and mentor brigade commanders,

staffs, and separate companies/platoons on the
applications and execution of combined
arms doctrine to improve the war fighting
skills of the Brigade Combat Team.







