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State military honors awarded at Deptford Mall ceremony

Story by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht, New Jersey National Guard Public Affairs

Veteran Soldiers, Airmen, and Seamen
were presented with state military awards
during a ceremony at the Deptford Mall
March 30.

The recipients included two World
War 1II veterans, three from the Vietnam
era, and six from Operations Desert Storm,
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

The ceremony marked the start
of a three-day visit of the New Jersey
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Veterans Outreach kiosk at the mall, where
veterans and their family members can
learn more about benefits and entitlements
that they may be eligible to receive.

“This is the best part of my job,”
said Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff, The
Adjutant General of New Jersey. “I get
to come up here and represent the 8,600
Soldiers and Airmen of the New Jersey
National Guard, and not only that, but
represent about 413,000 veterans who call
New Jersey home.”

Family members, friends and service

TRATFORD
NEW JERSEYy

“Im excited and
honored to be
here. These are
people who I look

up to.”

Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff
The Adjutant General of New
Jersey

members stood by as leadership from the
New Jersey Government, NJDMAVA and
the New Jersey National Guard presented
awards and thanked the veterans.

“I’m excited and honored to be here,”
said Cunniff, whose father was a veteran.
“These are people who I look up to.”

The awardees all received the New
Jersey Distinguished Service Medal, New

Brig. Gen. Michael f
Cunniff, left, The ||
Adjutant General, |
New Jersey National
Guard, shakes
Gerald L. Hastings
hand after awarding
him the New Jersey
Distinguished Service
Medal during a state
medal ceremony
March 30, 2016, at the
Deptford Mall. Click
on this photo to visit

™ our Flickr site for
more photos from the
ceremony. (NJDMAVA
photo by Kryn
Westhoven/Released)

Jersey’s highest military award as well as
campaign specific ribbons. Since 1988, more
than 30,000 medals have been awarded to
combat veterans from New Jersey.

“Thank you, from a grateful nation,
who understands the sacrifice you
have placed for our country, but more
importantly, to some extent, to your
families,” said Rep. Donald Norcross,
from the 1st District of New Jersey.

“You keep us safe each and every
day,” continued Norcross. “We are here to
say thank you.”

Cover: In memory

Brig. Gen. Michael Cunniff, left, The Adjutant
General of New Jersey, presents the New
Jersey Distinguished Service Medal to

Anne Bertino, daughter of John B. Bertino,
a World War Il Marine Corps veteran. Bertino
brought a photo and her father’s service
cap to the state medal ceremony March 30,
2016, at the Deptford Mall. (NJDMAVA photo
by Kryn Westhoven/Released)



https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/sets/72157666545882256

NGB top NCO visits New Jersey Guardsmen

Story and photo by Tech. Sgt. Armando Vasquez, 108th Wing Public Affairs Office

The Senior Enlisted Advisor of the
National Guard Bureau, Chief Master Sgt.
Mitchell O. Brush, paid a visit to New
Jersey National Guardsmen at the Joint
Training and Training Development Center
at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst,
N.J., March 20, 2016.

Brush advises the Chief, National
Guard Bureau on all enlisted matters
affecting training, effective utilization,
the health of the force, and professional
development for enlisted Airmen.

During his visit to JT2DC, Brush
reminded the more than 100 Airmen and
Soldiers of the important role they play in
the total force mission.

“I need you to tell the Army and Air
Guard story to your communities,” said
Brush. “You do great work for the National
Guard because you provide a well-trained
and ready combat force to the overall
mission of the nation.”

In addition, Brush reminded all in
attendance the great buy the National Guard
provides in today’s resource reality. “If you
had a proven commodity that was capable
of doing the job and you could get it at 25
or 30 cents on the dollar or a dollar on the
dollar in a constrained budget environment,
which would you take?” asked Brush.

Brush also reminded the Guardsmen
to take care of themselves and continue
to develop the future leaders of the
National Guard.

Chief Master Sgt. Mitchell O. Brush, the Senior Enlisted Advisor of the National Guard Bureau,
spoke to more than 100 Airmen and Soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard at the Joint
Training and Training Development Center in Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey,
March 20, 2016. As the top noncommissioned officer of NGB, Brush advised the Chief, National
Guard Bureau on all enlisted matters affecting training, effective utilization, the health of the
force, and professional development for the National Guard. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by

Tech. Sgt. Armando Vasquez/Released)

“My replacement is sitting in this
room,” said Brush. “So if you are a first-line
supervisor, call your subordinates and ask
them three things, ‘how are you, how are your
finances, and how is your family doing?”

He emphasized that these questions
will let the Guardsmen know that they are

part of the National Guard family.

After the town hall meeting, Brush
coined Senior Airmen Tyler Martin, 108th
Security Forces Squadron, and Edwin
Rodriguez, Jr., 108th Logistic Readiness
Squadron, for their outstanding military
service with the 108th Wing.

Construction of the $34 million Regional Training Institute at the
National Guard Training Center in Sea Girt continues to move
forward as windows are now in allowing for more interior work. The

86,000 square foot educational complex will allow the 254th Training
Regiment to accommodate more students. (NJDMAVA photo by Kryn
Westhoven/Released)




Eason receives top honor guard award

Story and photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen, 108th Wing Public Affairs

And the recipient of the 87th Air Base
Wing Honor Guard Member of the Year
for January 2015 to December 2015 award
goes to...

Staff Sgt. Brianna M. Eason.

As a traditional Guardsman, Eason
is an orderly room clerk with the New
Jersey Air National Guard’s 108th Wing
Maintenance Operations Flight.

But during the week, Eason serves as
the Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge
of training for the 87th ABW Honor Guard.

The award is all the more impressive
because the 87th Honor Guard is the Air
Force’s busiest honor guard rendering
military funeral honors to veterans
residing in Connecticut, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania.

“We have been AMCs’ (Air Mobility
Command’s) honor guard of the year for
2011, 2012 and 2013,” said Eason.

The honor guard is comprised of
approximately 30 Airmen who are rotated
on a quarterly basis. This period is referred
to as a rotation. Members come from all
the Air Force units - active duty, Guard
and Reserve - at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst.

This means that during the year there
are 120 to 140 members who are eligible
to be nominated and go before the awards
board. Eason was the third quarter award
winner, so she qualified for the annual
board.

“Everyone I went up against were all
worthy nominees, so it was humbling,”
said Eason.

Eason joined the honor guard in
January 2012. Once Eason completed
her initial training, her rotation was
extended and she was offered a position in
September 2012 as an instructor to keep up
the continuity of training.

“Subject matter experts are what I
strive for as a trainer - where everyone
understands what their responsibility is
and why it is that way,” said Eason.

Because of her success as an instructor,
her three-year tour has been extended a
year.

“My biggest thing is trying to train a
replacement,” said Eason. “It’s basically
knowing the manual, having the experience
and making sure that during each rotation
continuity isn’t lost.”

That experience covers a lot of ground.

Staff Sgt. Brianna M. Eason poses with the Joint
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst Honor Guardsman
of the Quarter, July — September 2015 trophy
March 14, 2016. (U.S. Air National Guard photo
by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)

The Honor Guard is divided into five
elements, training flight, funeral detail,
firing party, colors and other details.

The training flight runs the ten-day
basic technical training course for all
newly assigned members to the Base
Honor Guard.

“As a trainer, the most difficult
task is making sure every member feels
very comfortable, as everyone learns
differently,” said Eason. “So I make
sure that that when people go out there,
they’ve got plenty of training and they are
certified.”

That initial training covers presenting
colors, flag folding, marching, formations,
commands and rifle handling. This is done
by repetition creating muscle memory
making the movements second nature.

“By the end of training, 99.9 percent
of the individuals want to be extended,”
said Eason. “It reminds people why they
joined the Air Force.”

The funeral detail literally performs
the heavy lift portion of the honor guard.
The body bearers carry the casket, which
generally weighs between 450 to 600
pounds, to the gravesite while keeping the
casket perfectly level and without showing
any visible sign of strain.

“We have to have superb military
bearing, sharp crisp and motionless, that is
part of our charge,” said Eason.

Once they reach the grave-site, they
continue by holding the flag tight and level
while at rigid attention until the service is
complete.

The firing party, which is comprised
of either a three or seven-person team,
performs the firing of three volleys during
the funeral service.

The color guard flight presents the
colors during Air Force specific events and
with other services’ honor guards for joint
service missions.

“Some events are in front of
thousands of people, sometimes on
national television,” said Eason. “You
are representing so much more than just
yourself, your base, your branch; it’s the
military as a whole.”

Other details include POW/MIA
table ceremony, retirement ceremonies,
dignitary arrivals, parades, and saber and
rifle cordons.

“It gives us an opportunity each every
time we put that uniform on to let people
know what we’re about,” said Eason.

Funerals though are the biggest part of
what the honor guard does.

“We cover 25-30 funerals a week,
more than 120 a month, annually about
1,700,” said Eason.

And when it comes to funerals, there
are no do overs.

“I train hard because this may be the
first or the last image they have of the Air
Force. We make sure it’s done right.”

Initially, the toughest part of funeral
service for an honor guard member is
presenting the flag to the family and
reciting the next-of-kin speech.

“A lot of people say I could never
do honor guard because I couldn’t get
through that speech, but you’d be surprised
what you can accomplish once you apply
yourself and realize it’s not about you, it’s
about what you are doing for this family.”

“For me every time I say ‘for a loved
one’s honorable and faithful service’ I
always remember that this was somebody’s
father or child, mother, son, daughter,
grandchild, or cousin.”

“As members of the honor guard, its
way bigger than you,” said Eason. “There
is no other job like it.”



Menio chooses Employee of the Year

New Jersey
Veterans
Memorial Home
at Menlo Park
Employee of
the Year Zana
Smajlaj, third
from right,
poses with,
left-to-right,
CEO Joseph
Brandspiegel,
Resident
Council
President
William O’Brien,
Kerry Keane and
Deputy Adjutant
General  Brig.
Gen. Steven
Ferrari  during
an awards
ceremony held
at the Home
March 3, 2016.
(Courtesy
photo)

VA relocates out-patient facility

The United States
Department of
Veterans  Affairs
has moved its
Burlington County
out-patient clinic
to a larger space
off of Route 73
in Evesham, N.J.
The nearly 10,000
square foot facility
at 3000 Lincoln
Drive E replaced
the facility located
on Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst and
allows the VA to
offer  optometry,
audiology and
radiology services.
The clinic hours
remain the same
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday.
Veterans can call
844-441-5499 to
make a health
care appointment.
(NJDMAVA
photo by Kryn
Westhoven/
Released)




Airmen from the 177th Fighter Wing’s
Ma Squadron conduct night
verations at the Atlantic City Air

rd Base, N.J., during exercise

6- se is designed

Jersey Air National Guard

ving’s operational readiness in a deployed

rd photo ”&5

‘ Emergency Manageme ,
108th Wing, New Jersey Air
National Guard, checks to see ifs
g‘n‘Airman has properly donned
“his M50 joint service general
purpose masks and mission-

,oriented protective posture gear
during the Wing’s Expeditionary
Skills Rodeo at Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J.,
March 20, 2016. (U.S. Air National
Guard photo ﬂl Master Sgt. Mark
C. Olsen/Released)
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(/f ew getse# °De,mz.'&:t‘m.en.t of dY i/ita't# and Yeterans oqﬁai'cé £ Raymond L. Zawacki, Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs (609-530-7062)
PO Box 340 Cheryl Henderson, Executive Secretarial Assistant (609-530-7045)
Trenton, NJ 08625-0340 Chuck Robbins, Assistant to DCVA/Outreach Coordinator (609-530-6855)
1-888-8N]-VETS(8387) oz www.state.nj.us/military Fax: 609-530-7191
Veterans Healthcare Services (DVHS)
Brigadier General Steven Ferrari, Director Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home Paramus Veterans Memorial Home Vineland Veterans Memorial Home
609-530-6967 Joseph Brandspiegel, CEO Dianne Tabron-Felder, CEO Allyson Bailey, Acting CEO
Donna Myers, Sec Jennifer Pajak, Sec Diane Callaghan, Sec Sharon Frye, Sec
609-530-6766 132 Evergreen Road, PO Box 3013 1 Veterans Drive 524 North West Boulevard
Virginia Fiess, QA Coordinator Edison, NJ 08818-3013 Paramus, NJ 07652 Vineland, NJ 08360-2895
609-530-6979 732-452-4102 Fax: 732-603-3016 201-634-8525 Fax: 201-967-8658 856-405-4207 Fax: 856-696-6714
Fax: 609-530-6970
Veterans Services (DVS)
Albert J. Bucchi, Director Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery Vietnam Veterans Memorial Veterans Haven South Veterans Haven North
609-530-6962 Iven Dumas, State Supt — 609-738-2424 1 Memorial Lane, PO Box 648, Holmdel, NJ 07733 Walter Nall, Supt - 609-561-4948 Sean VanLew, Supt - 908-537-1960
Cynthia Bames, Sec Genia DiBella, Sec - 609-738-2404 732-335-0033 Fax: 732-335-1107 Vacant, Asst, Supt - 609-567-3715 Laura Blaine, Sec - 908-537-1963
609-530-6975 Cyndi Dzurisin, Interment Office Supervisor, ~ 609-738-2407 Korean Memorial 301 Spring Garden Road, PO Box 80 200 Sanatorium Road, Suite 101
Fax: 609-530-7075 Dennis Macomber, Honor Guard, - 609-758-7505 Boardwalk/Brighton Park, Atlantic City, NJ 08401 Winslow, NJ 08095 Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
350 Provinceline Road, Wrightstown, NJ 08562 o ' 609-561-0269 Fax: 609-567-5186 908-537-1999 Fax: 908-537-1990
609-738-2400 Fax: 609-758-0169 War World Il Memorial
Maintenance/Cemeteries/Memorials W State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608
Joseph Arroyo & Kenneth Smith Supervisor, 609-738-2408 Fax: 609-758-3490
State Approving Agency-Gl Bill Programs Veterans Benefits Bureau Veterans Service Offices
Charles Rowe, Bureau Chief — 609-530-6842 Patricia A. Richter, Bureau Chief — 609-530-6949 Joseph Bucco, State Supervisor — 609-530-6830
Marisol Meyer, Education Prog Asst — 609-530-6849 Elizabeth Schofield, Prin Staff Officer — 609-530-6954 Christopher Wambach, State Supervisor — 609-530-6863
Lynn Yesalonia, State Admin — 609-530-6858 Paul Kale, Staff Asst — 609-530-6826 Joseph E. Nyzio, VSO - 609-530-6857
Joan Edwards, State Admin — 609-530-6948 Vacant, Sec - 609-530-6868 VA Regional Office/Philadelphia
Fax: 609-530-7196 Michele Johnson, Sec - 609-530-7035 Charles Piscopo, VSO — (Mon., Wed., Alternate Fridays)
Fax: 609-530-6970 5000 Wissahickon Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144
856-853-4184/4185/4186
Atlantic City/Cape May Bergen/Passaic Burlington
Nicholas Petrozzino, VSO Joseph Restivo, VSO Matthew Still, VSO
Sherri Morris, Sec Titus Osuagwu, Sec Vacant, Sec
1008 Absecon Boulevard, Atlantic City 08401-1999 ~ (Atlantic City Armory) 125 State Street, Suite 109, Hackensack 07601-5435 555 High Street, Suite 6A, Mt. Holly 08060
609-441-3060/3061 Fax: 609-441-3899 (closed alternate Fridays) 201-996-8050/8051 Fax: 201-996-8009 609-518-2273/2274 Fax: 609-518-2275
Camden/Gloucester Essex/Union Hudson
Joseph Frost, VSO Robert Maulano, VSO Esther Chucaralao, VSO
Charles Piscopo, VSO (Tuesdays and Thursdays) Shelley Darby, Sec Michael Dorobis, Sec
Diane Rosci, Sec 20 Washington Place, Room 439, Newark 07102-3174 678 Montgomery Street, 2 Floor, Jersey City 07306 ~ (Jersey City Armory)
658 N Evergreen Avenue, Woodbury 08096 ~ (Woodbury Armory) 973-297-3230 Fax: 973-648-2356 201-536-3401 Fax: 201-536-3404 (closed alternate Fridays)
856-853-4184/4185/4186 Fax: 856-384-3781 (closed alternate Fridays)
Mercer Middlesex/Somerset Monmouth
William McDonnell, VSO Joseph Battito, VSO Peter J. Midgley, VSO
Theresa Tomecheck, Sec Vacant, Sec Rita Hyland, Sec
151 Eggerts Crossing Road, Room 136, Lawrenceville 08648 ~ (Lawrenceville Armory) | 1060 Hamilton Street, Somerset 08873 ~ (Somerset Armory) 630 Bangs Avenue, Suite 320, Asbury Park 07712-6904
609-671-6697/6696 Fax: 609-671-6698 732-937-6347/6348 Fax: 732-937-6417 (closed alternate Fridays) 732-775-7009/7005 Fax: 732-775-3612
Newark Liaison/VA Regional Office Ocean Salem/Cumberland
Richard Mannes, VSO Paul Mclntyre, VSO Leigh R. Pottle, VSO
Vacant, Sec Robin Mitchell, Sec Catherine Raniolo, Sec
20 Washington Place, Room 431 Newark 07102-3174 James J. Howard Outpatient Clinic 524 Northwest Boulevard, Vineland 08360-2895
973-297-3336 Fax: 973-642-0830 970 Route 70, Brick 08724-3550 856-405-4388/4390/4389 Fax: 856-696-6499
732-840-3033/3034 Fax: 732-840-0399
Sussex/Morris Warren/Hunterdon Southern Ocean County Resource Center
William Robinson, VSO *Sibley Smith, VSO/Ombudsman Nicholas Petrozzino, VSO (Thursday only)
479 West Clinton Street, Dover 07801 ~ (Dover Armory) Lisa Szymanski, Sec 179 South Main Street (Route 9)
973-366-0245/8347 Fax: 973-366-0360 (closed alternate Fridays) 200 Sanatorium Road, Glen Gardner, NJ 08826 Manahawkin, NJ 08050
*Sussex, 12 Munsonhurst Road, Franklin, 07416 (Thursday/Friday) 973-827-4020 Fax: 908-537-0831/0832 Fax: 908-537/0833 609-978-5895 Fax: 609-978-6446
973-827-4024 ~ (Franklin Armory) *Flemi 4 Gauntt Place, i 08822 (V /) 908-284-6146
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HIRING our HEROES.

U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOUNDATION

Education - Seminars - Networking - Job Fair ;101
Connecting Service Members at JB MDL with new careers!

87;
Mark Your Calendars! e

Stay tuned to www.GOMDL.com for details and updates!
Gall (609) 754-3154.

This event is open to all milifary service members (Acfive/Reserve/Guard), Retirees, Veferans and their Spouses.
No Federal endorsement implied.




April 7th

10:00 AM

Interactive Forums &Panel
Discussions for Uniformed
Leaders, Employers and
Community Leaders

4:00 PM
Industry Briefs for Job
Seekers

5:30 PM

Networking Reception for
Employers, Senior Leaders,
and Job Seekers

April 8th

9:00 AM

Employment Workshops
for Job Seekers

11:00 AM

Interactive Forums &Panel
Discussions for

Job Seekers

1:00 PM
Hiring Fair and Career
Forum

With support from

HIRINGOURHEROES.ORG

* Kk *
Jom us for the

JB McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst Veteran Career Summit
Empowering the Military Community - Enhancing Veteran Competitiveness

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ | April 7-8, 2016

Join us for a free hiring fair and transition summit for Service Members,
Veterans, and Military Spouses. This summit features key Federal & State
agencies, influential military leaders, innovators in the business and
employer community, and local community leaders. This summit features
participation by and speakers from Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, the U.S. Department of Labor Veterans'
Employment and Training Service, the U.S. Air Force, the US. Army, the U.S,
Marines, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Coast Guard, the US. Small Business
Administration, the US. Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s Hiring Our
Heroes, the U.S. Department of Labor, and local chambers of commerce.

The two-day Transition Summit will feature informative and interactive
panel events, recruiter training. and facilitated discussions focused on
improving competitive employment for Service Members, Veterans, and
Spouses in addition to a networking reception for employers, senior
leaders, and job seekers

All of the lessons learned will bring together job seekers and
employers and culminate in a hiring fair and career forum on
April 8th. Sign up now.

For registration questions, please contact us at transitionsummits@uschamber.com
or call 202-463-5807

e KREED NARTTRE

EMPLOYERS
Must Register for FREE at

verizon’

JOB SEEKERS Register for FREE at
HIRINGOURHEROES.ORG

to guarantee admission. Walk-ins welcome but space not guaranteed.

@ Prudential

HIRING ¢ i
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Scholarship

Applications will only be accepted February 1 through April 15 .
Incomplete applications or those postmarked after April 15 will not be

considered.

http://www.nganj.org/docs/2016/Scholarship_Application_2016_fillin.pdf

CPT Gus TASCON 862-251-3662
SCHOLARSHIP@NGANJ.ORG

TRICARE OFF-BASE

Your TRICARE® Prime benefits go beyond

=

TRICARE

the military base — even if you live on one.

US Family Health Plan allows TRICARE® ~ _4
beneficiaries the freedom to receive their

=
P\ HI?AIE{“\}MLA\N(

healthcare needs from civilian providers.
Enroliment is now easy!

e Call us @ 1 (800) 241-4848 and say %
“I want to enroll.”

¢ Enroll online visit us @ www.usfhp.net (=

.f https://www.facebook.com/usthp.net/timeline ';{“’ A |

TRICARE s a registered rademaicof the Deparimen of Defersse, Defense Health Agency. Allights réerved.

A

VETE RANS

JOBFAIR
N |PAG

1 CENTER ST, NEWARK, NJ 07102

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2016
10 AM - 2 PM

EMPLOYMENT * TRAINING *
COLLEGES * HEALTH CARE * BENEFITS

FREE RESUMES PROVIDED ON-SITE BY

Gl#GO
FUND

www.gigofund.org

JobPath

DMAVA HicHuicHTs is published weekly

by the Public Affairs Office of

the New Jersey Department of

Military and Veterans Affairs. The

views and opinions expressed

herein are not necessarily those

of the Department of Defense, the

Army, The Air Force, the National

Guard, Veterans Affairs or the State of

New Jersey. Letters may be sent to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA

Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 340, Trenton, NJ
08625-0340. E-mail at: pao@dmava.nj.gov
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New Jersey Department of Military

and Veterans Affairs

Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff — The Adjutant General
of New Jersey
Brig. Gen. Steven Ferrari - The Deputy Adjutant General
Raymond Zawacki — Deputy Commissioner for
Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty — Public Affairs
Officer
Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen — Layout, photographer
Kryn Wesathoven - Writer, photographer
Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley — Writer, photographer
Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht, Photographer, graphic artist
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