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They fought brave-
ly in France, but black 
veterans still had an 
uphill battle against rac-
ism and segregation at 
home.

In the1920s, Afri-
can-American citizens 
and World War I vet-
erans petitioned New 
Jersey to create a state-
funded organization, as 
they were denied a Na-
tional Guard unit by the 
federal government. In 
1930, the state legisla-
ture authorized the “or-
ganization and equip-
ment of a battalion of 
Negro infantry,” which 
came to be known as the 
1st Separate Battalion.

Companies A and B 
were at the Sea Girt Na-
tional Guard Camp for 
annual training on Sept. 
8, 1934, when the cruise 
ship Morro Castle caught 
fire two miles offshore. 
Gov. A. Harry Moore or-
dered the men to fan out 
along the beach, where 
they braved hurricane conditions while res-
cuing survivors and recovering the dead that 
washed onto the shore. Some of the Soldiers, 
who were morticians in civilian life, estab-
lished an improvised morgue at the camp for 
the remains of 78 victims.

The battalion’s Citizen-Soldiers were 
cited by the governor and the legislature for 
their “courage, courtesy, and sympathetic 
handling of a very gruesome duty” and the 
city commissioners of Atlantic City pre-
sented Company B with a bronze plaque “in 
recognition of its heroic and devoted ser-
vices to the community, state and nation.”

With the approach of World War II 
the battalion was accepted by the federal 
government as the 1st Battalion of the 
372nd Infantry Regiment. The 372nd was 
ordered into federal service on March 10, 
1941 as part of a defense force for the New 
York City area. It later became a training 
unit which moved to posts in Kentucky, 
Arizona, and Washington, until arriving 
in Hawaii in April 1945 to prepare for the 
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New Jersey’s Soldiers battle racism and segregation
By Joseph Bilby and Capt. Amelia Thatcher, National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey

Cover: Eagle Eye
Senior Airman Josh Derins, a tactical air 
control party Airman with the 227th Air 
Support Operations Squadron, secures 
an observation post during Exercise Eagle 
Eye, at Warren Grove Gunnery Range, 
N.J., Feb. 18, 2016. (U.S. Air National Guard 
photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released)

National Guard Militia 
Museum Hours

The main museum in Sea 
Girt is open daily from 

10 a.m to 3 p.m., except 
for state and federal holi-

days. Please call (732) 
974-5966 for large groups 

or to reserve meeting 
space.

The Field Artillery Annex 
in Lawrenceville is open 
Tuesdays and Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and by appointment at 

(609) 530-6802.

Officers of the 1st Separate Battalion in 1940. A dedicated display case at the National Guard Militia Museum in Sea 
Girt honors the service of N.J.’s first black National Guard Soldiers. (Photo courtesy National Guard Militia Museum 
of New Jersey/Released)

invasion of Japan. At end of the war, the 
regiment was sent to Fort Dix, where it 
was inactivated on Jan. 31, 1946.

Europe and the Pacific weren’t the 
only hard-fought victories. At the behest 
of Gov. Alfred Driscoll, Brig. Gen. James 
Bowers ordered the New Jersey National 
Guard to desegregate – more than a full 
year before President Harry S. Truman is-
sued a similar order to the entire United 
States military.

For more information about the 1st 
Separate Battalion and other historic New 
Jersey National Guard units, contact Jo-
seph Bilby at (732) 974-5966.
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Operation Eagle Eye
Photos by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht, New Jersey National Guard
Photos clockwise starting top right: A 19th Special 
Forces Group Soldier, left, advises Senior Airman 
Bernabé Agüero with the 227th Air Support Opera-
tions Squadron on fields of fire during Exercise Ea-
gle Eye at Warren Grove Gunnery Range, N.J., Feb. 
18, 2016. Tech. Sgt. Wayne White communicates with 
F-16C Fighting Falcons providing close air support 
during the joint training exercise at the Range. A AH-
64D Apache with the Pennsylvania Army National 
Guard's 1-104th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion 
provides close air support during exercise. Soldiers 
from the 19th Special Forces Group and Airmen from 
the 227th Air Support Operations Squadron carry a 
simulated casualty to a Dustoff UH-60 Black Hawk he-
licopter from the New Jersey Army National Guard's 
Detachment 2, F Company, 1-126th Aviation Battal-
ion. Airmen with the New Jersey Air National Guard's 
227th Air Support Operations Squadron, communi-
cate with aircraft overhead during the joint Air and 
Army National Guard training exercise.
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Around the State
Albanians 
visit Center
Brig. Gen. Steven Fer-
rari, left, Deputy Adju-
tant General of the New 
Jersey National Guard, 
welcomes members of 
the Albanian military 
and emergency man-
agement personnel 
at the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard’s Home-
land Security Center 
of Excellence, in Law-
renceville, N.J., Feb. 
16, 2016. The Alba-
nian visitors are here 
to learn about NJNG 
emergency manage-
ment techniques and 
procedures, and will 
be visiting multiple in-
stallations throughout 
the state. (U.S. Air Na-
tional Guard photo by 
Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/
Released)

Block of 
instruction
Spc. Jeff Chacon, 
left, instructs 104th 
Brigade Engineer 
Battalion Soldiers, 
top to bottom, Pfc. 
Luis Rodriguez and 
Spcs. William Za-
vala and Helen In-
irio, about generator 
maintenance at the 
National Guard Ar-
mory in Lawrencev-
ille, N.J., Feb. 21, 
2016. (U.S. Army Na-
tional Guard photo 
by Sgt. Jorge Mo-
rales/Released)
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Educating the 
educators
The New Jersey Army Na-
tional Guard’s ‘Educate 
the Educators’ program 
was up and flying this Feb. 
18, 2016, after being dor-
mant for six years. A group 
of nearly two dozen school 
administrators, guidance 
counselors and teachers 
visited the Joint Training 
and Training Develop-
ment Center at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 
on a trip organized by the 
New Jersey Army Guard 
Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion. Educators from 
Warren County Technical 
School and North Hunter-
don High School walked 
through the Center’s vari-
ous training lanes and tried 
out the simulators that 
are used to instruct both 
members of the military, 
as well as civilians from 
law enforcement agencies. 
(NJDMAVA photo by Kryn 
P. Westhoven/Released)



5 Ways to Ease Financial Stress
From Guard Your Health

Putting money 
in a savings ac-
count or retirement 
fund and thinking 
about your finan-
cial future might 
not be at the top of 
your priority list. But did you know that socking away a little 
now will make a big difference later?

Here are five ways to help you save money and stress less 
about your finances:

Make a budget
Understanding your cash flow will go a long way in help-

ing you manage your money. A budget will help you see what 
money you’re bringing in and how you are spending it. By creat-
ing a budget, you’ll learn how to better manage your money and 
avoid drowning in debt. Check out these budgeting tips to get 
you started.

Keep track of your financial records
Organizing your household paperwork doesn’t have to be a 

hassle. Most utilities, banks and creditors, and insurance com-
panies offer online statements for at least one or two years, and 
you can access them at any time. You also should keep pay stubs 
(or at least know where to access them online), big ticket item 
receipts for warranty purposes, and investment papers such as 
401k and IRA statements. Experts recommend you hold onto 
receipts for medical expenses and charitable donations, along 
with income forms and tax documents, at least until you do your 
taxes. File all necessary paperwork into an expandable folder, 
drawer, or shoebox. That will make it easier to find them when 
you need them.

Build an emergency fund
Financial planners recommend setting aside funds for an 

emergency. This is ideally three to six months’ worth of living 
expenses or 10-15 percent of each paycheck. If this is unrealistic 
right now, follow the mantra of “pay yourself first” and put aside 
a small amount every month as if it is a bill you have to pay. 
Whether it’s $10 one month or $75 the next, you’ll be amazed at 
how quickly it adds up.

Enroll in a 401k or set up an IRA
If your job offers a 401k retirement plan, enroll in it today. 

Your employer may also match your contribution, which is like 
free money! If you start contributing to a 401k or IRA earlier, a 
nice retirement account could be waiting for you in your golden 
years. Reach out to a financial planner to learn about investment 
options; many reputable firms offer free financial advice to help 
you get started. Download this free guide about handling per-
sonal finances and making investments as a military member.

Cut back on splurges
Buying a cup of coffee every day will cost you an average of 

$840 a year. Two fast food meals a day can cost almost $4,500 a 
year. Hitting happy hour three nights a week could cost $3,000 a 
year. A pack of cigarettes a week adds up to $330 a year. You get 
the picture. Take some of that extra money and save it.

By getting financially prepared, both you and your wallet 
will be happy.

Making a budget is simpler than you might think. Get out 
a pen, paper, and calculator and follow these easy steps:

- Figure out how much you make. Write down a list of your 
income including all jobs, military compensation, and allowances 
(after taxes).

- Make a list of what you spend. Make two columns. Label 
the first column “Essential,” and write down all the things you ab-
solutely need to spend money on. Things like car payments, hous-
ing, and groceries fit in this category. Name the second column 
“Other.” Write down all the things you spent money on in the past 
month that were not essential. This should include any clothing, 
restaurant, and entertainment purchases you made.

- Calculate your disposable income. Subtract the sum of your 
“Essential” spending list from your total income. The number left 
over is your disposable income. Disposable income is the amount 
you have left for your savings and spending allowance.

- Start saving now. Saving money is essential to prepare for 
unexpected emergencies and your future spending needs. The 
sooner you start saving, the bigger the payout. Aim to put 10 to 15 
percent of each paycheck in savings. Setting up a retirement fund 
is a great way to grow your money.

- Give yourself a spending allowance. Take whatever money 
is left in your disposable income after you’ve set aside some cash 
for savings and make that amount your monthly spending allow-
ance. Use this money for things like shopping, outings, or recre-
ation – basically, all the stuff in that “Other” category.
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http://www.guardyourhealth.com/benefits-resources/guard-benefits/how-to-make-a-budget/
http://www.guardyourhealth.com/benefits-resources/guard-benefits/how-to-make-a-budget/
http://www.military.com/money/personal-finance/banking-and-savings/tips-for-hiring-a-financial-planner.html
http://www.kiplinger.com/web_docs/military/Military_Families_Final.pdf
http://www.kiplinger.com/web_docs/military/Military_Families_Final.pdf
http://www.guardyourhealth.com/
http://operationreinvent.org/


Military & Veteran
Resource Fair

March 1
9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

New Jersey City University
2039 JFK Blvd., Jersey 

City, NJ 07306

“Housing Our Heroes”
Veterans Housing

Forum IV
March 30

1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
All Wars Memorial

Building
1510 Adriatic Avenue

Atlantic City, N.J. 08401

Veterans Outreach
Campaign & Medal

Veterans outreach campaign
Ceremony

March *30 - 31
10 a.m. – 8 p.m., daily

NJDMAVA medal
ceremony on March 30 at 
11 a.m., at Center Court

Deptford Mall
1750 Deptford Center 

Road
Deptford, N.J. 08096

NJ Vietnam Veterans
Remembrance Day

May 7
11 a.m.

New Jersey Vietnam
Veterans Memorial

PNC Bank Arts Center
Garden State Parkway 

Exit 116

Holmdel, N.J. 07777

Veterans Information 
and Outreach Fair

May 7
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Fair Lawn Community 
Center

10-10 20th Street
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

“Spirit of the Jerseys”
May 14

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
State History Fair

Monmouth Battlefield 
State Park

16 Business Route #33, 
Manalapan, N.J. 07726

June convention

outreach
Elks Convention

June 2-3
8 a.m. – 3 p.m., daily

American Legion State 
Convention
June 8-10

8 a.m. – 2 p.m., daily
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars State Convention
June 15-17

8 a.m. – 3 p.m., daily
Wildwood Convention 

Center
4501 Boardwalk

Wildwood, N.J. 08260

6

http://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/
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http://www.nganj.org/awards_scholarships.htm
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NJDMAVA Highlights is published weekly under provi-
sions of AR 360-1 and AFI 35-101 by the Public Af-

fairs Office of the New Jersey Department of Mili-
tary and Veterans Affairs for all members of the 
New Jersey Army and Air National Guard, their 
families, the New Jersey veterans community, re-

tirees and civilian employees. The views and opin-
ions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the 
Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National Guard 
Bureau, Veterans Affairs or the State of New Jersey. Letters may be 
sent to: NJDMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs  Office, NJDMAVA, PO 
Box 340, Trenton, NJ  08625-0340. E-mail at: pao@dmava.nj.gov
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E-mail your Highlights submissions to: mark.
olsen@ dmava.nj.gov by Wednesday

http://www.nj.gov/military/

