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By Capt. André Bongers

Currently, Force Command (FC) and 
the E-3A Component are undergoing 
changes as a part of the force 
restructuring announced in 2012. 
The evolution has progressed through 
multiple milestones and we are 
approaching what is being referred  
to as “T-Day” or Transition Day. 

While we anticipate this significant 
event, some of you believe that 
not much will change on T-Day, 
while others expect that the new 
organization will be up-and-running 
from that day on. As always, the  
truth lies somewhere in-between. 
T-Day will be the day that the current 

organizational structure of the NATO 
Airborne Early Warning & Control  
Force (NAEW&C F) officially begins to 
transfer to the new establishment.  
This will occur with the current 
manning and resources, while ensuring 
mission capabilities can be maintained 
at the required operational level.

Continuity of core business and 
command and control of operations 
within the new establishment must  
be maintained. Does this mean that 
from T-day on the world will look totally 
different? No! In fact, after T-Day the 
Component will still be in the process 
of restructuring and the organization 
will transfer during an agreed upon 
timeline. Also, offices, divisions, wings 

& squadrons, not defined in the new 
organization will not be immediately 
dissolved or absorbed at midnight, but 
they will be handed over in a deliberate 
and gradual manner. 

For civilians transferring to new posts, 
the date they will begin their new 
assignment will be determined based 
on the requirements of the gaining 

and losing organizations. For some 
this may occur as early as T-Day but 
in many cases it will be later. For 
individuals that will not be retained 
in the organization, T-Day will be the 
start of their 6 month notice period 
and their contracts will, in principle, 
end after 6 months. 

See T-Day on page 5
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandra Longfellow

Firefighters in action
Firefighters from the E-3A Component go through training exercises on Aug. 20, 2015. For the story and more photos, see pages 8 and 9.

NOTE: At this point all flags are assigned to the posts within the NAEW&C F and 
the E-3A Component. These organization charts reflect how key positions are 
divided between all participating nations. 

The day after T-Day
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My last Commander’s corner concerning ‘flight safety’ended with ’...to sum 
it up: everybody independent of his or her individual working position is 
responsible for flight safety.‘

The NATO E-3A Component took part 
at the Hamburg Airport Days with a 
brilliant public relation and media 
output. Everything went fine at these 
airdays in northern Germany due to 
an excellent crew and ’flight safety’ 
procedures. 

I would like to go on and share my 
thoughts with you about flight safety 
in detail:

Flight safety, however, can be 
extrapolated to a maximum. More 
altidude in an emergency situation 
could be beneficial than less, more 
airspeed could be better than less, less 
fuel on takeoff better than more or 
vice versa more fuel in flight to reach 
the alternate better than less. You will 
find much more examples. However, 
safe is safe. You cannot be safer than 
safe. Otherwise our E-3A aircraft would 
not fly anymore, because 100% flight 
safety means to leave the aircraft on 
the ground and not to fly anymore. 

Therefore, we have to find the right 
level of flight safety and the maximum 
acceptable risk in the light of fulfilling 
our mission given by the NATO nations 
through SHAPE and the NAEW Force 
Command. Flight safety and mission 
execution are very much dependent to 
each other. The mission is first, flight 
safety is always! 

Flight safety management and sound 
risk managment in this sense is 
becoming a regulatory requirement 
rather than a flying best practice. 
This means that military aviation 
authorities within our force must find 
ways to oversee safety management 
activities to determine if they are 
compliant and our force must achieve 
means to demonstrate compliance with 
existing regulations. The performance 
of safety management systems could 
then be monitored by means of 
safety performance indicators and by 
conducting a quality management and 
a safety culture. Examples could be 

the identification of safety hazards, 
the implementation of remedial 
action necessary to maintain agreed 
safety performance, continuous 
monitoring and regular assessment 
of the safety performance and finally 
a continuous improvement of the 
overall performance of the safety 
management system.

The safety culture of our flying 
community in the air and on the 
ground should be the set of enduring 
values and attitudes regarding safety 
issues, shared among ourselves. It 
refers to the extent to which our 
community is positively committed  
to safety and consistently evaluate 
safety related behaviour. We should  
be willing to communicate safety 
issues and be aware of the known risks 
and unknown hazards induced by our 
activities.

Accountability is therefore essential 
to deter unsafe actions. Every airman 
and woman, civilian employee, every 
supervisor and commander are all 
accountable to one another, to our 
Force, and to the public to do the 

right thing. Integrity is foundational 
for establishing a safety culture 
within our force integrating our 
mission compliance with a strong risk 
management focus. Hence, safety is 
your personal decision. 

The investment you make in fulfilling 
your flight safety obligation will 
not only bring benefit to yourselves 
as professional airmen and women 
and civilian employees, but will 
ultimately ensure that we deliver 
ready, responsive and capable airborne 
early warning, battle management and 
command and control capability to 
operational commanders, in support 
of NATO approved taskings without 
inducing unnecessary flight safety  
risk to our people.

Fly safe and fulfil your mission!
Per aspera ad astra

Accountability is essential
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Photo by Maj. Johannes GlowkaMembers of the E-3A Component pose for a photo at the Hamburg Airport Days.



Experience quality Temporary Living Facilities with a warm 
family touch, all located within 15 minutes of NATO Airbase 
Geilenkirchen, JFC Brunssum & AFNorth. Our family-run 
Guesthouse has been accommodating and assisting NATO 
Members and their families for nearly 15 years.

Complimentary Cars & Airport Shuttle Service

Phone: +49(0)2451-72015
Cell: +49(0)178-4140855

Web: www.karins-guesthouse.com
Email: service@karins-guesthouse.com www.facebook.com/KarinsGuesthouse

Contact us now for reservations or inquiries.      We hope to see you soon!

Karin’s Guesthouse
Offering 8 fully equipped, family & pet friendly quality accommodations

Airport Shuttle Service

Phone: +49 (0)2452 - 7777  
Also reservations by www.city6000.de

AH

ANIMAL HOTEL ABDISSENBOSCH

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AH Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English und auch im Deutsch) 

New cat-place where your cat can 
move freely. Roomy outside place, 
playgrounds, central heated. 
Grooming salon, also Do-It-Yourself 
wash salon for pets.

for 37 years the address where your pet feels at home

Opening hours: 
Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 
16:00-19:00 hrs. 
Sundays and holidays closed for 
bringing in or picking-up.
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T-Day
continued from front page

For military personnel, the process 
will be initiated through discussions 
between the participating nations and 
Component leadership, as they discuss 
how and in which timeframe military 
personnel will change to their new 
positions. 

This change will, in most cases, be 
tailor made while maintaining a 
minimal impact on the operational 
capability of the E-3A Component. 

After T-Day we can identify two 
important phases:

T-Day + 12 months:  
Initial Operational Capability (IOC). 
The following milestones have to  
be reached in this period:

• The reorganized NAEW&C HQ will 
exercise the majority of its control 

and administrative functions 
and responsibilities from MOB 
Geilenkirchen.

• The reorganized NAEW&C HQ and 
the E-3A Component will implement 
the restructuring process and begin 
reducing the number of personnel 
in accordance with the End State 
Peacetime Establishment (ESPE),  
while executing the majority of 
its control and administrative 
functions.

• The PE for the reorganized NAEW&C 
HQ MSEC and E-3A Component must 
be filled with the correct skill sets  
and competencies.

• COM AIRCOM in Ramstein has taken 
over Operational Control (OPCON) 
responsibility from FC.

T-Day +24 months:  
Full Operational Capability (FOC).  
The following milestones  

have to be reached in this period:

• The reorganized NAEW&C HQ 
exercises all of its control 
and administrative functions 
and responsibilities from MOB 
Geilenkirchen.

• The reorganized E-3A Component 
restructuring process is complete 
in accordance with the ESPE 
while executing all of its control 
and administrative functions and 
responsibilities.

• The PE for the reorganized NAEW&C 
HQ and the E-3A Component will 
be filled to 90% or more of the PE 
posts, with a goal of 100% manning. 

Before reaching T-day a lot of steps 
have to been taken. Different external 
NATO agencies have a say in this 
process. Hence, it’s very hard to 
predict the date on which T-Day will 
take place. If one step in the process 
takes more time than planned, the 
whole process will be delayed. Still, we 
continue to aim for T-Day as our next 
major goal on the horizon. After the 
North Atlantic Council (NAC) approves 
the NAEW&C Force ESPE and the 
appropriate decisive conditions have 
been met, T-Day will be declared by 
SACEUR at a date recommended by the 
Chief Of Staff SHAPE and the NAEW& 
C Force Commander. You will be 
constantly updated on this important 
change for the E-3A Component. 

Story by Maj. Johannes Glowka

One of the biggest air days in northern Europe, with up to 80 000 visitors, was 
dominated by the NATO E-3A Component. Around hundred different civil and 
military planes and helicopters were hosted by the Hamburg Airport over the 
last weekend. Despite of the presence of flying legends like JU 52 and ‘Super 
Constellation’ the officially most liked aircraft was the NATO E-3A. Due to the fact 
that the ‘workhorse’ of the Component is constantly present in the media and due 
to the option of a walk through, many families waited up to two hours to get inside.

The crew did its best to shorten the waiting period and entertained the smallest 
ones with ‘cut outs’, stickers and the Squadron 3 mascot. Inside the jet every 
question was answered in detail by specialized Component member. When asked 
by the media after the walk through most of the visitors gave excited answers 
what they like best. Beside the technical equipment and the option to see 
NATO most famous surveillance aircraft the visitors were very grateful for the 
intensive explanation of all crewmembers and also their openness. 

”Thanks for what you are doing” was a very common remark of the public 
during that weekend.     

NATO E-3A Component rocks Hamburg Airport Days 2015
Photos by Maj. Johannes Glowka



For reservations please call: +49 (0)2454 1414, or fax: +49 (0)2454 939301
All-Day Dining as of 1100 hrs • Reservation highly recommended

Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14
Fax       +49 (0)24 54 - 93 9301 www. Haus-Hamacher.de

Café Restaurant Partyservice

52538 Gangelt • Am Freibad 10

English 
spoken

Starting 23 September 

original Bavarian specialties  
and original Bavarian beer!
Take this advertisement with you  
and your first Bavarian beer will be FREE!!!
(1 beer - 0.3 ltr - only 1 voucher per customer per day)
(only in combination with a food order)

Altes Brauhaus
temporary

lodging

family-friendly accommodation 
for short or long-term stays.
Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

Apartments feature:

•	With	or	Without	Kitchen
•	TV/DVD	player	and	hundreds	 

of titles
•	English	language	programming	 
with	SKY	Satellite

•	Free	wireless,	local	and	inter-
national	calling

Free	washer	&	dryer
Sauna	/	Tanning	Bed	/	Aerobics	
Trainer/Weight	Machine

Brauereistraße	4
Gangelt-Langbroich

+	49	(0)2454	936555
Brauhaus@langbro.de

www.langbro.de

Complimentary	
coffee	&	tea	bar

Special Promotion:
Book now and receive

FREE CAR RENTAL
with minimum 10-night stay*

* Visit  
   www.langbro.de   
   for details and restrictions

Call 02451 2983

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Haihoverstrasse 11
    D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

    Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

We proudly introduce and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

To place an advertisement in

                              contact

Skywatch is the only authorized  
NATO AWACS Base Newspaper.

Hub Durlinger media
Phone  +31 (0)46 4529292
Mobile +31 (0)6 54726473
hub@durlingermedia.nl hubdurlinger@hotmail.com 

Heating oil
low price

top service 

 
Konrad Adenauer Straße 147     52511 Geilenkirchen      +49 (0)2451 68001   

SHELL
MARKEN
PARTNER

  Bischoff, Vliex & Schöngen, Pfennings GmbH & Co. KG
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Photo by Visual Media Services

The Head of Department of the Bundeswehr Personnel Office and his staff visited the NAEW E-3A Component on Aug. 10, 2015.

Story by Lynn Kühl
Photos by Tech. Sgt. Jessica Callahan

Squadron 2 from the E-3A 
Component participated in the 
Royal Naval Air Station (RNAS) 
Yeovilton Air Day 2015 on July 11, 
2015 in Somerset, England. The air 
day was held to celebrate the 75 
“glorious” years of RNAS Yeovilton.

“With an attendance of around 39,000 
people, a diverse line up of flying and 
static aircraft along with a pleasant 
summer’s day this was a great way 
to celebrate,” said Commodore R. S. 
Alexander in a letter of appreciation 
to the Component. “This year’s static 
park was one of our best line ups for 

several years. This was due to the 
variety of aircraft, both military and 
civilian that participated. The E-3A 
was certainly one of the highlights of 
the static park and one that attracted 
a lot of attention from both the public 
and other visiting aircrew alike.”

RNAS Yeovilton was activated as 
HMS Heron in 1940 and served as a 
training base for naval aviators and 
fighter controllers. Over time, the air 
station expanded its responsibilities 
and supported frontline squadrons in 
major operations worldwide. Today, 
the air station has become one of the 
busiest military airfields in the United 
Kingdom and is among the largest in 
Europe.

NATO AWACS highlights RNAS Yeovilton International Air Day
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Flames blazing, smoke smouldering 
and the piercing sound of sirens 
can be heard throughout the base. 
Boots pounding the pavement  
on the flightline as firemen of  
the NATO E-3A Component Fire 
Brigade rush to a simulated fire 
exercise.

Carsten von der Stück, E-3A 
Component Fire Brigade controller, 
dreamed of becoming a fireman ever 
since he was a child. He joined a fire 
brigade when he was only 14 years 
of age and started working for the 
component in 1986.

Training is essential in an aspect of 
life, but as a firefighter, this is life  
or death.

Firefighters train relentlessly to 
ensure mission success. They are 
required to perform live-fire training. 
The department uses aircraft and 
structural live-fire trainers to practice 
extinguishing a blaze, and getting  
a “feel” for fires. 

“Sometimes we train together with 
local fire brigades,” von der Stück said. 
“We also train in England at Teesside 
International Fire Training Center.”

The training accommodates more than 
80 countries throughout the world with 
practical live-fire at comprehensive 

training grounds. It also provides 
authentic experience by offering the 
firefighters the ability to learn on 
taxiways and large passenger aircrafts.

“It was a very special training 
experience,” said Michael Plum, E-3A 
Component Fire Brigade firefighter.
Plum has been here for three 
years and says working with more 
experienced firefighters has shown 
him the importance of training and 
learning the ins-and-outs of becoming 
a skilled fireman. 

There are more than 60 firefighters 
employed at the brigade who train  
in tasks that ensure the safety of  
the aircraft and the personnel 
assigned to the base. 

The brigade has 11 trucks in use.  
The newest member of the red  
brigade is the rescue truck which 
carries up to 9,000 liters of water  
and the truck’s ladder can be 
extended up to 30 meters.

Proper care of the fire trucks  
and equipment is a vital aspect  
of a firefighter’s duties. Each  
shift, firefighters ensure every  
truck is cleaned and inspected  
and ready for all emergencies.

In case of emergencies, the  
brigade posts trucks with personnel 
on either side of the flightline  
to ensure a 90-second response  
time for in-flight aircraft  
emergencies.  

Every time the brigade is faced with 
a situation, they must ensure each 
member of the team is level-headed 
and ready to do their job correctly. 
“Being a fireman is not a job,”  
von der Stück adds. “This is a  
calling.”

A new building is under construction 
in order to meet standards of the 
changed earthquake zones regulation 
of Germany and to keep up with the 
increasing numbers of personnel and 
rescue trucks.

Three Decades Strong
Fire department utilizes teamwork, constant training to make mission happen safely

Story by Lynn Kühl and
Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow
Photos by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow 
Graphic Design by Visual Media Services
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The new fire brigade station is being built  
right behind the old fire brigade station.  
Estimated completion date is July 2016.
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Applications are invited for the following posts:

Driver/Operator, Advertisement Number 15084, Grade LWR, assigned to the 
Vehicle Operations Branch, Motorpool Squadron, Base Support Wing. This post is 
due to be filled as soon as possible.
Closing date: 10 September 2015.

Division Head (Airworthiness Advisor-Operations), Advertisement Number 
15085, NATO Grade A-5, assigned to the Operational Airworthiness, Safety and 
Quality Division, NAEW&C HQ. This post is due to be filled as soon as possible.
Closing date: 16 September 2015. 

NOTE: Only applications of qualified personnel will be considered.
For further details, please visit the E-3A Component (WSS) Portal under 
Headquarters/A1/A1CP/A1CR/Recruitment, the official E-3A Component 
Internet Home Page (www.e3a.nato.int), or review the advertisement posted in 
Building 8.

Vacancy announcements
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SAR Meet Nordholz
Story by Maj. Johannes Glowka

The NATO E-3A Component was invited to the first SAR Meet at Nordholz Naval 
Air Station. Due to the AWACS multirole support capabilities in (Combat) 
Search and Rescue operations, members of Flying Squadron 3 joined the event 
in the north of Germany from August 15 until 17. The goal was the exchange 
of experiences of different military SAR flying units across Europe. The three-
day SAR Meet included different flying and ground challenges and was hosted 
by the German Naval Air Component 5 (MFG 5). The SAR Meet was the first 
meeting after the reorganization of the German Naval Air Component  
at Nordholz.  

The Supreme Allied Commander Europe, 
Gen. Phillip Breedlove, personally 
acknowledged seven stand-out members 
of the NAEW&C Force Command for 
exceptional achievement, four of which 
were from the E-3A Component, during 
a ceremony at Mons, Belgium, on Aug. 
24, 2015. The four Component members 
recognized were:

Senior Master Sgt. Roberto Crespo-Huerta 
-- Flying Squadron 3, Operations Wing
Col. Joao Pereira -- Division Head, 
Simulator Operations, Training Wing
Mr. Thomas Roskam -- Principal 
Technician, Research and Development, 
Logistics Wing
Chief Master Sgt. Rudi Slot -- Flight 
Chief, Electronic Maintenance 
Squadron, Logistics Wing

The SACEUR Recognition Awards reflect 
the outstanding accomplishments of 
each of today’s recipients and speak 
highly of their superb competence, 
commitment to the Force, and ability to 
accomplish challenging tasks that cross 
multiple lines of effort.  

Brig. Gen. Dawn Dunlop, Force 
commander, added “In addition to 
congratulating the winners I would 
like also to thank their families, the 
professional peers that enable them, 
and the supervisors who recognized 
their talent and took the time to 
highlight them for this prestigious 
award.  

Thanks for the exceptional Airpower 
capability you provide to NATO!”

A Duchenne Heroes for 
one week in September
By Capt. Arne Pollet

I own a mountain bike and I used 
to ride it from time-to-time. Not too 
much. Not having a real target but 
just for fun…

Last year I met some real passionate 
mountain bikers. One of them was 
Jo. His sun Maarten has an incurable 
muscular disease called DMD  
Duchenne muscular dystrophy.  
It is a recessive X-linked form of  
muscular dystrophy, affecting around  
one in 3,600 boys, which results in 
muscle degeneration and premature 
death. The disorder is caused by 
a mutation in the gene dystrophin, 
located on the human X 
chromosome, which codes for 
the protein dystrophin.

While both sexes can carry the 
disease, females are rarely affected. 
The disease is basically attacking all 
muscle tissue through DNA mutation. 
The patients need braces around 5-7 
years old and a wheelchair around 12. 
Life expectancy is an unfortunate 25 
years. Besides the worries, parents 
have an empty wallet. And since it is a 
relatively small group of patients, the 
pharmaceutical industry hasn’t come 
very far in the research of a cure. 

Jo told me about his long trips, 
sometimes over 100km off-road in the 
Ardennes, on the mountain bike. 

He bikes year-round and participates 
in the longest, organized Mountain 
bike tour in the Benelux area, riding 
700 km in 7 days on mostly single 
tracks between Luxemburg, LUX and 
Nijmegen, NLD, from campsite to 

campsite, on the way passing through 
Belgium and Germany, skimming the 
fence even of our own air base.

When he told me about this I didn’t 
see how he could combine the two. 
But he explained me that he could 
raise money by doing this and at 
the same time having a blast of a 
mountain bike tour. This year, in fact, 
he will participate for the sixth time.
The tour is for all levels, as long as 
you are fit enough. 

Entry fee is €250 plus €2500 
sponsorship money. September 13-
19th is the 10th Edition and they are 
very close to surpassing their goal of 
€10 million. Up to now, there are over 
320 participants signed up.

After hearing all this, I decided to join 
the club and “bike” the disease away. 
We have formed a group of 5 bikers. 
This gives me a lot more motivation 
to keep going when the weather gets 
bad or the trails are too steep. To 
raise money for my entry fee, I sold a 
lot of beer, which is still available, if 
interested. We also organized a charity 
spaghetti dinner and several BBQ 
events.

I hope I motivated you to become a 
Duchenne Heroes to put a smile on 
the children’s faces when finishing in 
Nijmegen. Or, if you choose to give 
a donation, you can contact me in 
Squadron 1.

For more information, visit the 
following websites. https://www.
duchenneheroes.nl/ 
https://www.duchenneheroes.nl/
bikers4maarten

SACEUR recognizes Component personnel
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Cosima’s Lodge
OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM
OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM

- FOR ALL EUROPEAN, US, CANADIAN & UK 
 NATIONALITIES SERVING NATO

- LEADING TAX-FREE MILITARY AND
 DIPLOMATIC VOLVO SUPPLIER

- GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE

- ALL PAYMENTS DIRECT TO THE
 VOLVO FACTORY IN GOTHENBURG,
 SWEDEN

- HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*

- US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
 SERVICE & MAINTENANCE

- BODY AND PAINT SHOP

- VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965
*ONLY U.S. & CANADIAN SPECS

- HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*

- US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
 SERVICE & MAINTENANCE

- BODY AND PAINT SHOP

- VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965

   DISCOUNT COUPON  valid on a
total treatment

of euro 125,-

•
•
•
•
•

 your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only €  13,50
 car cleaning
 Permagard protective coating
 dent removal without repainting
 spot repair

✁

✁✁

✁
of € 10.00

Heerlen   •   Breukerweg 195   •   Heerlen   •   +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00

for your total car cleaning

Rumpenerstraat 49   6443 CC Brunssum   Phone +31 (0)45 564 01 58   www.elcomal.nl
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Sadly, we must announce that on 
Friday, 21 August 2015, Mr Charly 
Kermis, one of our former NATO 
civilian colleagues passed away.

Charly transferred from NAPMA to 
the E-3A Component in April 1982. 
He was assigned to the Logistics 
Wing in the Stock Control Section of 
the Supply Squadron until 31 October 
1998 when he was forced to retire 
early due to ill health. However, it is 
not only for his official duties that 
Charly will be remembered. For many 
years, he represented the interests 
of the serving NATO Civilian staff as 
a member, and later as Chairman, of 
the Civilian Staff Association (CSA) 
Committee. Not only did he represent 

the staff on local 
issues here at the 
Component but he 
involved himself 
in higher level 
discussions at the 
Joint Consultative 
Board (JCB) level 
to defend the 
interests of the 
NATO Civilians with 
regard to pensions, 
insurances, salaries 
and all other aspects of  
the employment conditions.

After retiring, Charly, despite his 
ill health, continued to support 
others and he took over the role as 

the Association 
of NATO/ACO 
Retired Civilian 
Personnel 
(ANARCP) 
representative 
for Germany 
ensuring that 
NATO civilian 
pensioners were 
kept informed 
about all issues 
that would be of 

interest to them. For as long as he 
was able, he also actively represented 
the retired community at higher 
levels within the Organisation. 
Although he was forced to step 
down from this role in 2011 due to a 

deterioration of his health many have 
continued to seek his sage advice.
The funeral service will be held at 
the Friedhof, Geilenkirchenerstrasse 
35, 52525 Heinsberg on 2 September 
2015 at 1400 hours. Those who 
knew Charly and who wish to pay 
their respects are welcome. His wife 
has asked that there should be no 
flowers but that donations to the 
charity ‘Kinderkrebshilfe, Ophoven’, 
bank account IBAN DE62 3125 1220 
0007 6106 60, in the name of Karel 
Kermis, would be appreciated.

Charly will be missed by all those 
who knew him. Our sincerest 
condolences go to his wife, Anna, 
and family.

In Memoriam Mr. Charley Kermis

Component hosts soccer camp for kids
By Stephanie Chalmers

The E-3A Component Sports Department held a summer soccer camp for local children at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen at the beginning of August for the eighth 
year in a row. This year’s camp had participation from 40 children, a very international group consisting of American, German, Italian, Spanish, British and the 
Dutch. The children spent the week practicing their soccer skills with several exercises and also played a few scrimmage games. On the last day, the parents were 
able to take part in the exercises and games. They all had a great time and finished off the camp with a “kids vs. parents” game. There are two camps planned for 
2016. The exact dates are still to be determined, but the first Camp will be during the Spring Break and the second Camp toward the end of the Summer Break.

Courtesy photo

It will be that time of the year again when 
the fall season will bring cooler air, warm 
drinks, scarves, and also the start of the 
new season for International Spouses  
Club!

For those not familiar with the exclusive 
club, it is a great way to learn about different 
nationalities each month while sampling 
delicious food from the respective countries, 
playing games and winning raffle prizes along 
the way! 

The annual membership cost is €45 and each 
member will be allowed to bring one guest  
per year; the guest’s cost is €10. 

Each month the event will take place at the 
E-3A Club with doors opening at 1800 to begin 
promptly at 1900.

International Spouses Club New Season 2015-2016
The first event, Opening Night, will be held on 
Thursday, 17 September. Need childcare? No 
problem! RSVP in advance to iscofgk@gmail.
com with number of children, and it will cost 
€4/child. Without RSVP, cost will be €8/child.

Find us on Facebook at International Spouses 
Club of Geilenkirchen: ISC to stay up to date 
with all the events and info! Here is the list  
of upcoming dates for the full year’s events:

17 September 2015 – Opening Night
22 October 2015 – Germany Night
19 November 2015 – Turkey Night
9 December 2015 – Spain Night
21 January 2016 – Italy Night
18 February 2016 – USA Night
17 March 2016 – Spring Festival Night
21 April 2016 – UK Night
19 May 2016 – Members Only Bingo Night
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JUNE
Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the latest program information and upcoming events

POC: IYA Events: Mrs Neuhalfen, ext. 4954; Sports Events: Mr Stelten, ext. 4920; Food Services: Mr Peeters, ext. 4990

03 Sept: starting Volkshochschule German Language Course for Children
The programme is especially designed to integrate children from other countries 
into the German Kindergarten and Grundschule. Individual tuition in small 
groups for children aged 5 and up in accordance with the curriculum of the 
German school system starts on 3 September. Classes are held at the IYA on 
Thursdays, 1500-1630 or 1630-1800, under the experienced and certified 
instruction of Manuela Beck. Cost is €45 for an eight-week course.
Registration and further information at the IYA Office in Bldg 95, ext. 4955  
or 0049 2451 63 4955.

07 Sept: Fußballabzeichen (Soccer Award)
1400-1800 at the Sports field. Bad weather alternate date: 9 Sept.
Show your soccer skills in five disciplines. The German Support Unit invites 
members of every nation to achieve the “Fußballabzeichen”. Everyone is entitled 
to participate as long as you are born before 2007.
Register and further information: Email fussi2015@web.de

07 Sept: Start Body & Balance with Joyce, a Motivating Blend of Pilates 
with Yoga and Tai Chi under the experienced and certified instruction of Joyce 
Steenhuisen starts at the IYA Multi-purpose Room on 7 September: Mondays, 
1200-1300. Cost is €10 - single class, €75 for 10 classes, € 89 for 14-week season 
card September to December.
Free trial class on 31 August. Further information at Joysira21@gmail.com. 

Starting 07/08 Sept: IYA Dance for Kids under the experienced and certified 
instruction of Ebru Cantürk starts on 7 and 8 September: IYA Multi-purpose 
Room, Mondays, 1700-1745, for ages 3 to 6, and Tuesdays, 1700-1800, for ages  
7 to 10. Cost is € 20 per month. The first class is free.
Registration and further information at the IYA Office in Bldg 95, ext. 4955 or 
0049 2451 63 4955.

08 Sept: start Youth Fall Soccer League/Practice. Tue & Thu 1700-2000

09 Sept: start Basketball Tournament 1100-1500 at the New Gym. 
Participation for E-3A Component, JFC Brunssum, USAG Schinnen and ZVBq 
Niederheid.  Deadline Registration: 08 Sept
Register by contacting the Sports Department: Email ofc-bpws@e3a.nato.int  
or call tel.ext. 4946

IYA Swimming Courses for Beginners and Advanced Beginners
for ages 5 and up at the Hallenbad in Heinsberg starts on 9 September: 
Wednesdays, 1800 to 1900. Our certified instructors speak English and German, 
and work with the children in small groups. Cost for 12 lessons is €90, pay only 
€ 65 with your valid MWA Card.
Registration and further information at the IYA Office in Bldg 95,ext. 4955  
or 0049 2451 63 4955.

12 Sept: IYA Trip to Bruges
Saturday, 12 September, 0730-2030. Explore one of the most beautiful cities 
in Europe. Walking along the maze of winding cobbled alleys, romantic canals, 
and magnificent Gothic squares you imagine yourself to be in medieval times. 
Beside the wealth of architectural and artistic treasures you find a huge variety 
of stores, cafes, pubs and restaurants. The town is famous for its traditional 
Belgian cooking, hand-made chocolate pralines, and lace. Optional: you can join 
the tour guide on an orientation walk across the historical city centre, which 
is included in the UNESCO World Heritage list. Our luxury bus departs from the 
parking lot outside the Front Gate. Cost is €26, pay only €18 with MWA Card. 
Registration and further information at the IYA Office in Bldg 95, ext. 4955  
or 0049 2451 63 4955.

Volkshochschule Language Courses for Adults
Starting the week of 14 September. Volkshochschule is the official German 
College for Adults. Classes are held in Bldg 141. The basic price for intensive 
courses (twice a week) is €94 for 24 mornings/evenings. The basic price for 

standard courses (once a week) is €47 for 12 mornings. Fees apply to courses 
with 10 or more participants. If between 6 and 9 students wish to participate 
in a course, it may be held for a higher fee per person. Register in class. 
Registration for Beginners courses only is also possible in advance at the IYA 
Office in Bldg 95 from 9 to 11 September, 1000 to 1200. The following courses 
are offered:

GERMAN
A1.1 - Beginners, Schritte plus 1
Tue & Thu, 0900-1030, instructor: Meral Alkan-Oncu, Room 109
Mon & Wed, 1900-2030, instructor: Tanja Rzeppa, Room 118
A1.2 - Advanced Beginners, Schritte plus 2
Tue & Thu, 1030-1200, instructor: Meral Alkan-Oncu, Room 109
Mon & Wed, 1730-1900, instructor: Tanja Rzeppa, Room 118, starting with 
Lesson 11
A2.1–Pre-Intermediate, Schritte plus 3
Mon & Wed, 0900-1030, instructor: Meral Alkan-Oncu, Room 109

ENGLISH:
Instructor: Sonja Kolacz-Prather, Room 118
A1.1 - Beginners: Tue, 0900, New English File Beginner 1
A2.1 - Pre-Intermediate: Tue, 1030, New English File Pre-Intermediate

17 Sept: Volleyball Tournament (Beach or Indoor)
1300-1545 at the Sportsdome (New Gym) or Beach Volleyball Courts. 
Participation for E-3A Component, JFC Brunssum, USAG Schinnen and ZVBw 
Niederheid.  Deadline Registration: 16 Sept. Register by contacting the Sports 
Department: Email ofc-bpws@e3a.nato.int or call tel.ext. 4946

25 Sept: Soccer Kick Golf
1300-1630. Sports Fields.  Deadline Registration: 22 Sept. Register by contacting 
the Sports Department: Email ofc-bpws@e3a.nato.int or call tel.ext. 4946

26/27 Sept: Oktoberfest at the E-3A Component
Tickets on sale now at the Frisbee Club.

27 Sept: Last open day of Base Pool for public swimming
Water temperature 26ºC (75ºF)

30 Sept: Last open day of Base Pool for lap swimming
Water temperature 26ºC (75ºF)

SEPTEMBER



IND. RESTAURANT
Original Indian Cuisine  · www.tasteofindia.tv

Our Introductory Offer: 

3-course Menu 
· Papadam and Salad
· one Chicken, one Lamb  
 dish with Basmati rice
 and original Tandoori  
 Naan (bread)
· Dessert (specialty of 
 the house)

20,90 E 
(34,90 E p.2P.)

Also order all dishes 
for take-away. www.grenzenlos-selfkant.de 

Mon to Sat

9 to 12 hrs 

breakfast 

buffet 

7,50 e

German kitchen!

Schnitzel, steaks 

and noodle items

Chef‘s Tip!

Hamburger 
and french fries

From 12 ‚o‘ clock onwards 
continuous warm kitchen

Two restaurants 

under a roof  – 

shopping center
Tüddern

In der Fummer 18 · Selfkant-Tüddern · Tel.: +49 (0) 24 56 - 508 72 80

 10% 
rebate

on all dishes 

Mon to Thurs 

ToI_Anzeige_nato_225x162_4c_GB.indd   1 04.12.14   07:50

 Audi A1 3-trg. Attraction 1.2 TFSI 63 kW (86 PS), 5 Gang,
 Grundpreis ab Werk (inkl. MwSt.),  Lackierung:  Brillant-
 schwarz,  Ausstattung:  schw./schw. – schw./schw./titan-
 grau,  Sonderausstattungen/Zubehör:  Comfort-drive-
 Paket, Ablagepaket, Klimaanlage manuell, Mittelarm-
 lehne vorn, Sitzheizung vorn, Radioanlage Chorus,
 Seitenairbags vorn, Kopfairbag, el. Außenspiegel, ESP,
 el. FH, Start-Stopp-System, ZV mit FB u.v.m.
 Finanzierungsbeispiel:
 +  Hauspreis  15.379,00 ¤
 + Überführung/Kfz-Brief-Gebühr  597,99 ¤
 – Anzahlung 18,71 %  2.990,00 ¤
 = Nettodarlehnsbetrag  12.986,99 ¤
 + Zinsen  814,07 ¤
 + Bearbeitungsgebühr  454,54 ¤
 = Darlehnssumme  14.255,60 ¤
 +  Laufzeit:  36 Monate
 +  Nominalzins:  p. a. 2,41 %

 +  effektiver Jahreszins (UD):  3,90 %

 +  35 monatliche Raten:  149,00 ¤
 +  Schlussrate bei 10.000 km/Jahr:  9.040,60 ¤

 Kraftstoffverbrauch:
 innerorts 6,2 l/100 km
 außerorts 4,4 l/100 km
 kombiniert 5,1 l/100 km

 CO 2 -Emissionen:
 kombiniert 118 g/km

 Alle Werte inkl. 19 % MwSt.

 * Ein Angebot der Audi Bank.
 *  Bonität vorausgesetzt.

(l. to r.w):  
Achim Käfferlein, 
Martin Deffur, 
Michael Wittwer, 
Gerd Caron, 
Lothar Herfs, 
Marcel Oellers, 
Markus Weber, 
Alfred Deffur, 
Michael Marx. 

Jacobs  
automobile  
sales team  
looks  
forward  
to your  
visit: 

Visit. 
Watch. 
And discover.

The Audi specialist  
in your region.

Our finance offer for you
Audi A1, 3-door, Attraction 1.2 TFSI 63 kW (86HP), 5-gear, basic 
price ex works (incl. VAT), Color painting: ‘brilliant black’, interior: 
black/ titan-grey. Additional special features: comfort drive pack-
age, depot package, air-conditioning (manual), middle armrest 
(front), heated seats (front),  radio Chorus, side airbags (front), head 
airbag, electronic mirrors, ESP, electronic window lift, start/stop 
system, central locking with radio control, and much more. 

Financing example: 
 Dealers’ price is
+ overcrossing / registration document
- down payment 18,71%
=  net amount of loan
+  interest rate
+ administration fee
= amount of loan
 Contract period: 36 months
 Nominal interest rate

 Annual percentage rate

 35 monthly rates
 Ending rate with 10,000 km/year

Fuel consumption:
In town 6.2 l/100 km
Out of town 4.4 l/100 km
Combined 5.1 l/100 km

CO2 emissions:
Combined 118 g/km

All prices incl. 19% VAT

* A special offer by Audi Bank. 
  Subject to the condition of 
  credit-worthiness. 

Landstr. 48-50, 52511 Geilenkirchen
Telefon: 02451-987011

WHY BUY A QUALITY CAR?
1) Quality cars are designed and manufactured to last much longer 
2)  Quality cars transport you and your family in the safest environment. 
3) Quality cars have exceptional resale values 
4) Quality cars are reliable 
5) Quality cars are a pleasure to own

WHY BUY BMW , VOLVO or MERCEDES?

1) BMW ,VOLVO and MERCEDES are your Quality cars
2)  MASSIVE Military Discounts (Buy Quality for the price of an Average car)
3) FREE Home Shipment to the U.S.A or CANADA when you return home
4) FREE Service and Maintenance for 3 Years (U.S. Volvo models) 
5)  FREE European Breakdown/Recovery (incl. Hotel, flights home, rental car) 
6) FREE 4 Year Warranty (3 year EU models)
7) FREE 12 Year Anti Corrosion guarantee
8)  Purchase Price in YOUR Currency and protected against price increases

WHY BUY FROM ROADCRAFT?

1) ROADCRAFT guarantee you the lowest price
2) ROADCRAFT guarantee the highest level of service
3) ROADCRAFT deliver to your Military Base
4)  ROADCRAFT have over 30 years experience selling to Military/Diplomats 
5) ROADCRAFT provide 24/7 LIFETIME SUPPORT- Unique in car sales 
6)  ROADCRAFT do not believe in pressure selling.  

We value and respect our customers!

www.MilitaryTaxfreeCars.com / ceo@MilitaryTaxFreeCars.com 
direct lines: 0031 646855537

OVER 20% 
savings OFF 
Tax-Free prices

MILITARY DISCOUNT CENTRE



“BEST OVERALL 
RE-SALE VALUE!”
- KELLEY BLUE BOOK “MOST 

RELIABLE BRAND!”
- CONSUMER REPORTS

THE LEXUS 
MILITARY SALES 
PROGRAM!

Why not enhance your tour-of-duty in Europe by visiting its most famous landmarks in the luxury, comfort
and safety of a new Lexus automobile? To learn more about the many benefi ts offered exclusively through
the Lexus Military Sales Program at Pentagon Car Sales, including the unique new “CASH-BACK” option
that’s now available on all models, drop by a PCS facility near you, or visit www.pentagoncarsales.com

UNIQUE NEW “CASH-BACK” OPTION ON ALL MODELS!

SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS ON A NEW
AWARD-WINNING LEXUS AT PENTAGON CAR SALES! 

www.PentagonCarSales.com  •  sales@PentagonCarSales.com

AUTHORIZED LEXUS SERVICE FACILITY

Kaiserslautern
Kaiserstrasse 1
67661 Kaiserslautern
Tel: 0631 351 90 40

Wiesbaden
Ludwig-Wolker-Str. 14
55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel: 06134 567 80

Spangdahlem
Im Kreuzgarten 1 A
54529 Spangdahlem
Tel: 06565 93 69 90

Ramstein
Kindsbacher Str. 47
66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
Tel: 06371 61 39 90

Italy
Aviano
Via Pordenone 48D
33081 Aviano (PN)
Tel: 0434 676 613

Vicenza
Viale Della Pace 254
36100 Vicenza (VI)
Tel: 0444 91 09 38

Germany


