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Hey, Soldier:

Did you 
Know?

Tuition assistance
The Senate and House ad-

vised each Service Chief (Army,
Navy, USAF and USMC) to re-
store Tuition Assistance (TA).
The restoration is being worked
by each Branch, but has not
been completed.  As of this mes-
sage "TA is still Suspended".  It
is anticipated TA will be re-
stored, but no definitive dates.
For more information about TA
and other educational benefits
available to servicemembers and
their Families, contact the Camp
Shelby Education Center at 601-
558-2029 or email john.junk-
ins1@us.army.mil

NCO Conference
The Mississippi National

Guard NCO Assoc. Conference
will be at the Whispering Wood
Hotel, 11200 East Goodman
Road, Olive Branch  April 19-
21. Everyone is encouraged to
attend the conference in support
of the association. With mem-
bership dropping, we need to
make every effort to sustain our
membership and search for
ways to make it grow. We need
full involvement and ask that
everyone talk to your fellow
Soldiers and Airmen about the
NCO Assoc.nand the many ben-
efits of membership. This is
going to be a great event, featur-
ing bowling, fishing and golf
tournaments, as well as cere-
monies honoring our NCOs/Sol-
diers of the Year and outstanding
Airmen. 

For more information, contact
Keith Ales at 662-816-6452. 

VOW requirements
Camp Shelby Soldiers transi-

tioning from Active Duty must
coordinate with the DPCA
Plans/Ops Office and the ACAP
counselor in building 1441 to
start their demobilization
process as well in advance of the
end of their orders as possible.
Ideally that would be six months
prior to the end of the order, but
no less than 60 days from the
order end-date.

The Veterans Opportunity to
Work Act requirements may be
completed online or in the class-
room setting.  Soldiers may
complete the requirements on-
line or attend the classes which
are held every Thursday in
building 1613 beginning at 7
a.m.  Attendance to the class-
room version must be coordi-
nated with DPCA Plans/Op and
the ACAP Counselor prior to at-
tendance.  If you complete
VOW via virtual means, you
must schedule an appointment
with the ACAP Counselor for
review of the documents pro-
duced in order to be cleared to
continue the demobilization
process. For more information,
call the Camp Shelby ACAP Of-
fice at 601-558-2298.

Women’s History observance marks 100 years
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Fla. N.G. prepares for Qatar mission
BY SPC. KAREN SAMPSON
177th Armored Brigade PA

Florida National Guard Soldiers
of 3rd Battalion, 116th Field Ar-
tillery are in the final training phase
of the unit’s mobilization. In a mat-
ter of weeks they will begin de-
ployment for a security operations
mission in Qatar.

Capt. Justin B. Baxter, native of
Tampa, Fla., and Company Com-
mander for Security Force Alpha,
3rd Battalion, 116th Field Artillery
is confident that his Soldiers are
ready to provide security force sup-
port in the area.

The 3rd BN, 116th FA accom-
plished pre-mobilization training
thru monthly drills, as well as com-
pleting an additional 60 days of
training (which is equivalent to

three 20-day annual trainings) in
one year to qualify the battalion for
this deployment. The battalion was
very successful at accomplishing
the requirements before they ar-
rived to Camp Shelby for post-mo-
bilization training. The unit
participated in a culminating train-
ing exercise designed by
Trainer/Mentors (TMs) assigned to
the 177th Armored Brigade, 1st
Army Division East.

“The biggest challenge we faced
was preparing for deployment in a
short time frame,” said Sgt.
Thomas F. Lloyd III, native of Port
Charlotte, Fla., Assistant Opera-
tions Noncommissioned Officer
and Battalion Historian. “We
started our pre-mobilization train-
ing early in 2012.”

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Karen Sampson
The Florida National Guardʼs  3rd Battalion, 116th Field Artillery Soldiers perform a Casualty Evacuation exercise March 24. The 3rd BN, 116th FA are training with 177th
Armored Brigade, 1st Army Division East for their final validations before deployment. 

See QATAR, Page 10

By SGT. VANNESSA JOSEY
158th Infantry Brigade PA

Women’s History Month was
celebrated and observed during
a ceremony attended by both
the 158th Infantry and the
177th Armored Brigades at
Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center. This year’s
theme was "Women Inspiring
Innovation through Imagina-
tion: Celebrating Women in
Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics."

“We have so many reasons to
be proud of our heritage as
women,” said Maj. Sequin
Mosley, medical officer with
the 158th Infantry Brigade. “It
is important to celebrate our di-
versity as Americans and as
Soldiers.”

Master of Ceremonies, Sgt.

1st Class Corey Abel, 158th In-
fantry Brigade finance non-
commissioned officer, kept the
audience entertained and in-
formed about the history of the
women’s work for equality.
Maj. Olivia Taplin gave the his-
tory of how Women’s History
Month came in to existence. 

The guest speaker, Jerry Ho-
lifield, vice president of Chan-
nel Merchants, Hattiesburg,
spoke about how he was in-
spired by his mother’s strength
and how she influenced him.
He told a story about his
mother, who worked as a wait-
ress. On his 16th birthday, he
walked home from school to
find a $10 bill taped to the re-
frigerator with a note from his
mother.

“It’s not much, but it is all I
have,” the note said.

“My mother worked hard for
that money, and she gave me all
she had,” said Holifield. “That
is the moment I began to appre-
ciate my mother and women
more and more every day. Only
a woman would give her last
like that.”

The Soldiers also marked the
100th anniversary of the March
3 march for equality on Wash-
ington with a march across the
stage showing all as those who
represent the fruits of the
women’s suffrage movement.

“It takes endurance, persist-
ence, and absolute belief in
what you are standing for to
make a difference,” said Master
Sgt. Maranda McCorvey, Equal
Opportunity advisor for 158th
Infantry Brigade. “We look
back and see all the women in

See 100, Page 10

U.S. Army Photo by Sgt. Vannessa L. Josey
Master Sgt. Maranda McCorvey, Equal Opportunity Ad-
visor for 158th Infantry Brigade, Sgt. 1st Class Corey
Abel, Master of Ceremonies and Finance NCO for 158th
Infantry Brigade and Ebony Wilson, Brigade Office Man-
ager for the 158th Infantry Brigade take a moment to
pose after the Womenʼs History Observance. 

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Lam Phi Nguyen, 3rd BN 116th FA 
The Florida National Guardʼs 3rd Battalion, 116th Field Artillery Soldiers participate
in range qualifications March 22. The 3rd BN, 116th FA are training with 177th Ar-
mored Brigade, 1st Army Division East for their final validations before deployment. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


