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By STAFF SGT. MICHAEL WILLIAMS
CSJFTC Public Affairs

The Area Development Partnership, along
with Lawrence Warren, owner of Warren
Paving in Hattiesburg, held a social gathering
for military service members of the 155th Ar-
mored Brigade Combat Team June 26.

This marked the fourth annual ADP social
gathering for the unit at Warren’s house. Mem-
bers of the brigade mingled with ADP board
members and other guests while they enjoyed
food catered by Mack’s. 

The ADP is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to improving the quality of life for citi-
zens of Greater Hattiesburg through
community and economic development. The
ADP unites hundreds of individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations, thus creating a
unique agency working to enhance the re-
gion’s economy and build a better community.

“We are very grateful for you and your Fam-
ilies,” said Chad Newell, Area Development
Partnership Hattiesburg president, as he ad-
dressed the Soldiers. “Because I know they
sacrifice at home in your absence.” 

“We are the ADP Chamber of Commerce.
We get up every day trying to enhance the

quality of life through economic progress. The
large part of the economic progress is based
off of three pillars of economics – healthcare,
education and military. We are a college town
to the core, we are a healthcare community
and we are a military community. These are
the three legs of the stool; they keep us
strong.”

According to the ADP website, Camp
Shelby is the largest service employer with a
total of 3,300 employees. Forrest General Hos-
pital ranks second and the University of South-
ern Mississippi comes in third with 2,220
employees.

“With over 3,000 employees, you are buy-
ing homes, renting cars and renting apart-
ments,” said Newell. “We are very grateful for
your economic impact.”

A number of 155th ABCT Soldiers braved
the high temperatures and humidity to attend
the gathering, with some even attending the
after completion of field training at Camp
Shelby.

“To all the members of the ADP, we say
thank you,” said Maj. Gen. Augustus Collins,
the Adjutant General of Mississippi. “Every
year, you do this for us and we appreciate that.
We thank you for all you do for our military.”

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Williams, CSJFTC Public Affairs
Soldiers of the 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team socialized during the Area Development Partnership annual social gathering for the unit.

ADP, Warrens host catfish dinner for 155th ABCT

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Williams, CSJFTC Public Affairs
Soldiers lined up to feast on fried catfish and chicken fingers catered by Mackʼs during the Area Devel-
opment Partnership annual social gathering for the 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team.
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